ORDINANCE No. 181852
* Authorize an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Centennial School District 28J for financial support of certain activities and programs  (Ordinance).
The City of Portland Ordains:

Section 1. The Council Finds:

1. Schools within the City and throughout the State of Oregon have experienced severe revenue reductions since the passage of the 1990 property tax limitation (Measure 5).

2. Since 2000, per student spending in the State of Oregon has dropped below the national average, and the amount of revenue available from the State to local school districts is not enough to allow superintendents to maintain best practices proven to close the achievement gap and raise overall achievement levels, priorities of this City Council, the business community, and stakeholder.

3. The public interest of the citizens of the City of Portland is served by stable, effective school systems that bolster a vital community and economy by creating an attractive climate for business, reducing flight from cities and urban schools, producing an informed and involved electorate, and generally contributing to a high quality of life.

4. The City has many other responsibilities to fulfill and insufficient resources in the long-term to solve the District financial problems without significantly interfering with its other responsibilities.

5. The City is able to offer a short-term solution to help bridge the gap until the state legislature can craft a long-term, statewide solution.

6. The purpose of the City’s financial assistance is to assist the District in paying for certain programs and activities that are consistent with City authority and functions under its charter.

7. Financial support from the City for certain activities and programs will permit scarce budgetary resources to be dedicated to core educational functions.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a.
The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an agreement in a form substantially similar to the attached with Centennial School District 28J.

b.
The Mayor and City Auditor are hereby authorized to pay for said agreement from revenues derived from a temporary Business License Surcharge authorized by Council Ordinance 180247.

Section 2.  Council declares that an emergency exists because delay in funding would interrupt Centennial School District 28J’s ability to provide needed services; therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by Council.

Passed by the Council: June 04, 2008


GARY BLACKMER
Auditor of the City of Portland

Mayor Tom Potter





By /s/ Susan Parsons
Whitney Egbert






Deputy
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