ORDINANCE No.  181845
Authorize an agreement with Travel Portland for the promotion of convention business and tourism, waive the provisions of Code Chapter 5.68 and provide for payment.  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. City Charter Section 7-113 directs the City to negotiate contracts with a non-profit corporation(s) whose primary purpose is the promotion, solicitation, procurement and service of convention business and tourism in the City.
2. The City has determined that such services are in the public interest and will be for a public purpose for the benefit of the City and that securing convention and tourism business produces revenue for the City by increasing business license fees and transient lodging taxes, and revenue for City owned properties such as the Performing Arts Center and PGE Park; and

3. The promotion of convention business and tourism is a highly specialized service requiring expertise and the confidence of participating local businesses.  Travel Portland (formerly known as the Portland Oregon Visitors Association – POVA) has demonstrated its expertise through prior contracts with the City, authorized by Ordinances Nos. 154720, 158721, 162143, 165571, 170317, 173432, 176591 and 179383.

4. Travel Portland has a unique position as a promoter of convention business and tourism as demonstrated by the number of local businesses that are members of the organization.

5. Travel Portland has been recommended by persons whose business are subject to the tax imposed, as the non-profit corporation the City should contract with for the aforesaid purposes.

6. Travel Portland is a non-profit corporation organized for the primary purpose of promotion, solicitation, procurement and service of convention business and tourism for the City of Portland and is, therefore, qualified to contract with the City for the aforesaid purposes.

7. That considerable additional time and expenditure of funds would be needed if other firms were required to develop the expertise necessary for this work, which POVA already has by virtue of previous work on the project.  Consequently, Chapter 5.68 of the City Code should be waived
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Mayor and the Auditor are hereby authorized to execute an agreement with Travel Portland substantially in accordance with the Agreement and Exhibit A attached to this Ordinance.
b.
The Mayor and Auditor are authorized to draw and deliver warrants, chargeable to the Convention and Tourism Fund. 

b.  The provisions of City Code Chapter 5.68 are waived.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 30 days after its passage by the Council.
	Passed by the Council: May 28, 2008
Mayor Tom Potter

Prepared by: Judy Tuttle

May 28, 2008
	GARY BLACKMER
Auditor of the City of Portland

By/s/ Susan Parsons
Deputy
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