ORDINANCE No. 181839
*Authorize application to the Oregon Recreation and Parks Department for a grant of $434,500 for restoration projects in Westmoreland Park (Ordinance).
The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1 The Council finds that:

1. Optimally, the Crystal Springs Creek in Westmoreland Park should provide a steady cold water source throughout the year, but the current lack of overhanging plants and shrubs negate that effect.  As a result, Crystal Springs Creek now causes a warming influence on Johnson Creek by the time it reaches the confluence.  
2. Citizens and Portland Parks & Recreation (PP&R) staff developed a master plan for Westmoreland Park in 2004, which offers PP&R an opportunity to “re-naturalize” the Crystal Springs Creek water course and provide habitat for salmon and other resident fish species.  

3. PP&R staff and volunteers will remove concrete channels on both sides of the creek.  This will allow for re-vegetation of the creek bank, providing overhang and shade as well as an integrated riparian environment at water’s edge.  

4.
Relocating the playground is a crucial aspect of the creek restoration process.  The current location sits on a low- grade area directly adjacent to the creek bed, which is also in an environmental protected zone.  The playground is saturated almost year-round because it is located in a natural floodplain.  Constant foot traffic in the soggy conditions results in further erosion. 

5.
The practical need for moving the current playground location is to allow the natural floodplain to occur and increase the positive environmental impact of restoring the creek bank to allow for a natural habitat.

6.
This provides an exciting opportunity for PP&R to create a new innovative play experience that reflects the goals of the overall restoration project.  It will enrich people’s experience of nature in their neighborhood and help strengthen a physical connection to the region’s ecology.
7.
The grant program requires a dollar-for-dollar match.  Matching resources will come from the Portland Parks & Recreation Capital Improvements Fund.
NOW THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Mayor is hereby authorized to submit a grant application to the Oregon Parks & Recreation Department in the amount of $434,500.

Section 2.  The Council declares that an emergency exists because the City needs to meet the deadline for submitting grants, their consideration and award; therefore this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage by Council.

Passed by the Council: May 14, 2008   
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