ORDINANCE NO. 181834
Amend fee schedules for electrical, enforcement penalties, facilities permit, land use services, neighborhood inspections, noise control, plumbing, signs, site development, zoning and certain construction permits (Ordinance)

The City of Portland Ordains:

Section 1.  The Council finds:

1. The Bureau of Development Services (BDS) promotes safety, livability, and economic vitality through efficient and collaborative application of building and development codes.

2. In 1988-89, the Development Services Operating Fund was established with a policy that construction-related programs in the fund would be full self-supporting.  Since that time, BDS has kept these programs self-supporting by providing efficient, effective services and by periodic, moderate fee increases that allow the bureau to respond to increasing costs and to be innovative and proactive in meeting changing customer needs. 

3. BDS has undertaken significant organization, cultural and program changes to focus on customer service and system improvements, collaboration and problem-solving with customers, and creating non-traditional programs and services target at specific, ever-changing customer needs.  The bureau has been implementing and/or expanding a variety of innovative programs targeting specific customer needs.

4. These initiatives are part of ongoing efforts by the bureau to examine the level of service, productivity, efficiency and effectiveness of bureau programs in order to ensure that customers receive the best service the bureau can provide.  The bureau develops it budget based on these service levels.  Fees are then set at levels that will provide sufficient resources to support the budget and the desired services.
5. The Bureau of Development Services collects fees under various fee schedules, including electrical, facilities permit, land use, neighborhood inspections, noise control, signs, site development, zoning, and others.  These fees are used by BDS to fund inspections, plan review, permit issuance, land use review, code enforcement, customer assistance and other functions.

6. Fees charged for services delegated from the State Building Codes Division must comply with the fee calculation methodology determined by the Tri County Building Industry Service Board.

7. Fees charged by the Bureau of Development Services should cover the costs of providing the services.

8. Generally, fees should not be raised across-the-board, but selectively in order to bring fees closer to the cost of the services provided.

9. The Bureau of Development Services has been proactive in informing and seeking input from bureau customers regarding the need and rationale for increasing fees.  The bureau has published information about the proposed fee increases on its website and in the Plans Examiner newsletter, and has met with various customer groups such as the bureau’s Industry Council.  The bureau is in conversations with the plumbing industry that has concerns regarding the proposed ongoing fee increases.

10. The Bureau of Development Services' Development Review Advisory Committee, which is composed of representatives from various industry, neighborhood, and community groups, reviewed and recommended the fee changes referenced in this ordinance, except for the Land Use Services program.  The committee is recommending that the Neighborhood Inspections Program be funded by an increase in the General Fund support for the program, but not by a transfer of General Fund from the Land Use Division as recommended in the Mayor’s Proposed Budget.

11. The following revenue increases are required to reach budgetary goals for FY2008-09, meet annual expenses and building or maintain prudent reserves:

Electrical Program


5%

Enforcement Penalties

5%

Facilities Permit Program

5%

Field Issuance Remodel Program
12%

Land Use Services Program

4%

Neighborhood Inspections Program
5%

Noise Control Program

5%

Plumbing Program


5%

Sign Program



7.5%

Site Development Program

7.3%

Zoning Inspection Program

5%

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Fee Schedules listed as exhibits A through J to this ordinance shall be effective July 1, 2008

b. This ordinance is binding City policy.

Passed by Council, May 14, 2008


Gary Blackmer

Commissioner Randy Leonard



Auditor of the City of Portland

Denise Kleim, BDS





By /s/ Susan Parsons
April 28, 2008 
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