ORDINANCE No. 181799
Enhance tree protection services to implement a processing fee for the combined street tree removal and replanting permit and  establish civil penalties for violations  (Ordinance, add Code Section 20.40.215).

The City of Portland ordains:

Section  1. The Council finds: 

1. Portland’s urban forest canopy is a complex, multi-species, multi-aged resource valued at roughly $5 billion that produces more than $25 million in environmental and aesthetic benefits annually.  Portland’s publicly owned trees cost over $6.5 million annually to maintain and return $3.80 in benefits for each dollar invested in their care and maintenance.

2. Annually, Portland’s street trees are responsible for roughly $750,000 in avoided energy costs, almost $400,000 in air quality improvement, and more than $13 million in property resale value.

3. The importance to Portlanders of preserving and growing the urban forest canopy is evidenced in the City’s tree preservation and management regulations.  Public tree planting, pruning, and removal activities are regulated by Portland City Code Chapter 20.40.

4. Each street tree removal/replanting permit request, including on-site visual tree assessments to determine if removal is justified, costs the city an average of $150 to process.  The City processes roughly 2,000 such requests each year.
5. The Code currently authorizes the City to pursue criminal penalties, civil actions for damages, and/or institution of nuisance abatement proceedings to remedy violations of Chapter 20.40.

6. To meet Urban Forestry Action Plan goals of expanding urban forest canopy cover and increasing support for the urban forest, Portland Parks and Recreation and the Urban Forestry Commission have recommended the following:
a) Institution of a nominal ($35) fee for street tree removal/replacement requests to improve the efficiency of processing the large number of removal requests, and 
b) Addition of a provision authorizing civil penalties to help to protect Portland’s valuable urban forest canopy by making enforcement more effective and efficient, thereby encouraging compliance with the provisions of Chapter 20.40. 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a.  Code section 20.40.215 is appended as shown in Exhibit A, and the City Forester is directed to pursue civil penalties in the amount of $1,000 per violation in cases of noncompliance with City Code Chapter 20.40. 

b.  The fee for the combined Street Tree Removal and Replanting Permit in the City of Portland is $35.00.  The Director of Parks is authorized to adjust this fee annually, to reflect changes in the cost to the City of processing these permits.  The fee may be waived at the discretion of the City Forester for street trees determined to be dead or dangerous, or based upon the financial resources of the applicant.

Passed by the Council: May 07, 2008
 
GARY BLACKMER
Commissioner Saltzman



Auditor of the City of Portland

Prepared by:  David McAllister:kmg



By /s/ Emily Matasar
March 27, 2008
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