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DATE:
April 23, 2008
TO:
Commissioner Randy Leonard
FROM:  
David G. Shaff, Administrator
RE:   
*Amend Intergovernmental Agreement with the Regional Water Providers Consortium. (Ordinance; amend Intergovernmental Agreement with the Regional Water Providers Consortium adopted by Portland City Council November 13, 1996, Ordinance No. 170721)
1. INTENDED THURSDAY FILING DATE:

May 1, 2008 

2. REQUESTED COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:
May 14, 2008
3. CONTACT NAME AND NUMBER:

Rebecca Geisen, (503) 823-7493
4. PLACE ON: 
 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
CONSENT
 FORMCHECKBOX 
REGULAR

5. BUDGET IMPACT STATEMENT ATTACHED:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Y

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A

6. THREE (3) ORIGINAL COPIES OF CONTRACTS APPROVED AS TO FORM BY CITY ATTORNEY

ATTACHED:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
     FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A
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7. BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS:

The City of Portland is a member of the Regional Water Providers Consortium (Consortium) and signed the Intergovernmental Agreement to join the Consortium in December 1996 (Ordinance No. 170721). The City of Portland also collects and manages the funds of the Consortium under a separate Staffing Intergovernmental Agreement No. (Intergovernmental Agreement No. 50880). The Consortium is working to develop tools to help facilitate the development of regional interconnections. Those tools may contain sensitive information about individual and regional water systems. An example of a project that would require some level of confidentiality would be a detailed regional map of interconnections. To help facilitate this work and to address concerns by the individual water providers, the Consortium passed a resolution to establish practices and protocols that would aid in the prevention of the release of sensitive and/or protected information to the public while still meeting public records laws as required by the Oregon Public Records Law. A second resolution was passed by the Consortium recommending that the Intergovernmental Agreement be amended to include a new section (Section 17) relating to confidentiality and members’ commitment to protecting sensitive information. Each member agency must approve the Intergovernmental Agreement amendment in order for it to go into effect. 
As the manger of Consortium staffing and programs, the City of Portland is the keeper of information provided by other Consortium members.  In order to proceed with the emergency preparedness work program, it is necessary to ensure that sensitive information that can be protected under the Oregon Public Records Law will not be released.

Section 17 of the Consortium Intergovernmental Agreement is amended to read as follows: 


To achieve the work of the Consortium its members need to share specific information regarding their respective water systems including but not limited to transmission and storage information. Some of that information is confidential because its disclosure would make the water systems vulnerable to unauthorized disruption or interference.

When sharing information, each Consortium member may identify that which it considers confidential. The Consortium, its members, and their officers, employees and agents shall protect as confidential any shared structural and operational system information identified by a member as confidential and shall not release such information unless ordered to do so by a court of law or upon written permission of the providing party.

In the event that confidential information provided by one member is the subject of a Public Records Act request to the Consortium or a member, the Consortium or member holding the information, may tender to the member providing the information, the defense of any action brought to force disclosure of that information.
To date, 14 Consortium members have adopted the Intergovernmental Agreement amendment. As both a Consortium member and the manager of Consortium records, the City of Portland Water Bureau recommends that the City approve the Intergovernmental Agreement amendment. 
8. FINANCIAL IMPACT:

None.
9. RECOMMENDATION/ACTION REQUESTED:

Authorize an amendment to the Intergovernmental Agreement on behalf of the City of Portland as a member of the Regional Water Providers Consortium. 

	Funds are available
	    


	
	
	

	Edward Campbell, Resource Protection and Planning Director
	
	David G. Shaff, Administrator
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