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MEMORANDUM

Date:

April 30, 2008     
To:

Mayor Tom Potter



Commissioner Sam Adams



Commissioner Randy Leonard



Commissioner Dan Saltzman

From:

Paul L. Scarlett, Director
RE:

VOZ Day Laborer Hiring Site



The Bureau of Development Services has prepared an ordinance to allow the VOZ Day Laborer Hiring Site to set up a temporary operation at 240 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  This ordinance would waive Zoning and Stormwater Management regulations for the VOZ operation for a time period consistent with the initial 5-year lease of the site to VOZ by the Portland Development Commission (PDC).

Background:

City Council unanimously voted on March 5, 2008, to support the creation of a day laborer hiring site, by awarding a grand to VOZ Worker’s Rights Education Project.  Council’s initial approval was to support an initial, temporary site development on PDC-owned property at 240 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.  The PDC has granted a five-year lease to VOZ for use of the property, from April 6, 2008 through March 30, 2013.

The proposed initial site development consists of an office trailer, portable restrooms, and a shelter structure to provide weather and sun protection for the workers.  The site development proposal would be unable to meet zoning-related standards regarding providing at least a 15’-0” tall building wall with windows along the street, a street-facing entry door, on-site pedestrian walkway system, and bike parking.  In addition, the project would require approval through the Design Review process.  The Design Review process takes at least 2-3 months, not including any appeals, and typically it has been very difficult to approve trailer-like structures.  In the few instances where trailers have been approved through Design Review (e.g. Lincoln High School), the approval has only been for a limited period of time (e.g. 3 years).

The Stormwater Management Manual is also triggered by the proposed structures, which would necessitate additional site work related to on-site management of stormwater from the project.  These improvements could include at-grade or underground stormwater infiltration systems. 

VOZ seeks to begin operation of the site in early May 2008.  Due to financial constraints, the ‘temporary’ (5-year) nature of the project, and the need to begin operations in early May, BDS and BES staff have crafted an ordinance to temporarily waive the zoning and stormwater-related regulations for the initial 5-year lease of the site to VOZ.  If the operation continues at this site beyond the terms of the lease, or transfers to a different site, all zoning (i.e. design review) and stormwater regulations would apply.

Building permits are required for the project, and must be obtained before any work starting on the site.  BDS staff has been working with VOZ to identify solutions to potential building code-related issues associated with the project.  

Transportation staff has advised VOZ that, as part of the permitting for the project, they will require provisions be made for one-way traffic movement only on the site, such that cars enter the site from the curb cut in NE Everett and exit only NE MLK, Jr. Blvd., but not vice versa.  

The City Attorney’s Office reviewed a draft of the ordinance, and their suggestions were incorporated into the attached, revised version.  The City Attorney’s Office noted that their assumption is that all insurance and indemnification issues have been addressed in the lease between PDC and VOZ, as these items are not included in the ordinance itself.

Through this ordinance the Council will allow VOZ to operate the day laborer hiring site at 240 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard through March 30, 2013 without being subject to Design Review or Stormwater Management Manual requirements.
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