ORDINANCE No. 181736
* Increase taxicab rates  (Ordinance; amend Code Section 16.40.310)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. ORS 221.495 authorizes cities to regulate rates charged by taxicabs.
2. Portland City Code Chapter 16.40 regulates taxicabs and other private for hire transportation services operating in Portland and establishes the Private For Hire Transportation Board of Review (Board) to adopt and enforce regulations interpreting and applying this Chapter, consistent with the purpose of ensuring safe and reliable service.
3. PCC 16.40.110 establishes the Company Standing Committee and the Driver Standing Committee for the purpose of bringing to the Board issues from companies and drivers concerning permits, standards, and enforcement.
4. The Company Standing Committee reported that between 2004 and 2007 the consumer price index increased 9.2%.  An increase in the maximum meter rate is required in order for taxicab companies and drivers to meet expenses, upgrade vehicles and other operational facilities, and ensure public safety.
5. Council established current maximum meter rates on June 22, 2005 for taxicab services as follows: $2.50 initial charge and $2.00 per mile, divided in a manner approved in advance by the Supervisor, $30.00 per hour or proportionate fraction thereof waiting charge, $1.00 for each additional passenger, and an airport gate fee not to exceed the amount paid to the Port of Portland for rides originating at PDX. 
6. In addition to the rates approved above, the Board, within the scope of its authority, subsequently approved two temporary increases in the per mile charge of $.10 each as fuel surcharges in order to mitigate rising fuel costs.
7. It is the recommendation of both the Company Standing Committee and the Board that the rates be changed as follows: eliminate the $.20 per mile fuel surcharge and raise the regular meter rate from $2.00 to $2.30, an effective increase of $.10 per mile, or 4.5% from the current rate with the surcharge. Current rates for all other meter-based categories shall remain the same.
8. The Revenue Bureau has requested funds in the 2008-2009 budget to hire an outside consultant to perform a rate and demand study. The increase outlined above should be considered a “stop gap” measure until funding is secured and the rate study is completed.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

PCC 16.40.310 C.2. is amended as follows:

2. Subsequent to the initial charge provided for in Subsection 16.40.310 C.1., the maximum charges shall not exceed $2.00 $2.30 per mile, divided in a manner approved in advance by the Supervisor. Waiting time subsequent to the initial charge provided in Subsection 16.40.310 C.1. shall be at the rate of $30.00 per hour or proportionate fraction thereof;

Section 2.  This Council declares an emergency because it is necessary that these rates be established as soon as possible. Therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council. 

Mayor Tom Potter
Prepared by F.Dufay 
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Gary Blackmer

Auditor of the City of Portland


By: /s/ Susan Parsons
Deputy


BACKING SHEET INFORMATION

AGENDA NO.   467-2008
ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION/COUNCIL DOCUMENT NO.   181736
	COMMISSIONERS VOTED AS FOLLOWS:

	
	YEAS
	NAYS

	ADAMS
	X
	

	LEONARD
	X
	

	SALTZMAN
	X
	

	POSITION NO. 2 VACANT
	===
	===

	POTTER
	X
	



