ORDINANCE No. 181715
*Authorize the Administrator of the Portland Water Bureau to establish a loan program for water system development charges consistent with other City bureaus and establish rules for cost distribution for petition mains and fire hydrants constructed in the public right of way (Ordinance; amend Title 21)

The City of Portland ordains:

SECTION 1.  The Council finds:

1. The Portland Water Bureau is the only City bureau that does not offer a loan program to assist customers with managing the cost of system development charges (SDCs).

2. It is in the public interest that all City bureaus collect SDCs to offset the impact of new development on existing systems.
3. It is in the public interest that the City provide consistent SDC administration across all of its bureaus that assess SDCs.

4. It is in the public interest that the Water Bureau construct and maintain the water system in the public right of way to provide for the protection of public health, and to ensure consistent application of construction practices and materials.  
5. Private contractors should not construct water infrastructure in the right of way except as required under State Law.
6. The installation of petition mains and fire hydrants in the public right of way by the Water Bureau benefits adjacent development and the general public.

7. Development should share in the costs of constructing petition mains and fire hydrants in the right of way in a manner that is proportionate with the benefit to the development.

8. The Water Bureau should share in the costs of constructing petition mains and fire hydrants in the right of way in a manner that is proportionate with the benefit to the public.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. Portland City Code Title 21 is amended as described in Exhibit A.
SECTION 2.  The Council declares that an emergency exists because further delay in the implementation of this ordinance will unnecessarily postpone important service improvements in the Portland Water Bureau.
Passed by the Council April 02, 2008
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