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ORDINANCE No. 181691
Authorize Grant Agreement with Friends of Zenger Farm to support their mission to provide environmental education and promote environmental stewardship, sustainable food systems and local economic development through a working urban farm  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.
The Council finds:


1.
The mission of the Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) is to provide City of Portland residents with Clean River programs, including water quality protection. Through its watershed management program, BES protects natural resources and restores critical eco-systems to integrate urban areas and the natural environment.  One of the methods that BES uses to complete this mission is to provide funding support to non-profit organizations that have complementary environmental education programs.

2.
The Friends of Zenger Farm mission is to preserve an urban farm for the purpose of integrating environmental protection, education and economic development into successful sustainable practices with and for the benefit of local and regional communities.

3.
The Friends of Zenger Farm have successfully implemented an environmental education curriculum that covers wetland ecology, healthy soils and sustainable farm practices.

4.
To accomplish their mission, the Friends of Zenger Farm have created an urban agriculture park that Zenger Farm and City of Portland staff use to demonstrate and teach skills related to environmental stewardship, wetland functions and sustainable urban landscapes to both community and school groups, provides a location for immigrant farmers to grow produce for the Lents Farmer’s Market and gives local sustainable groups a meeting place.

5. The Friends of Zenger Farm have proven their ability to support their mission through fundraising, recently raising $900,000 to construct an environmentally friendly ‘zero net energy’ building as their office and program space. 
6. The established cost is $10,000 per year for five (5) years, through June 30, 2012.  The funds will be used by the Friends of Zenger Farm to support their mission of providing environmental education and promoting environmental stewardship, sustainable food systems and local economic development.  Funds are available in the Sewer System Operating Fund, FY 2007-08 to 2011-12 Budget, Bureau of Environmental Services, Center Code 145-32-042, Account No. 529000.
NOW, THEREFORE, the council directs:


a.
The Commissioner of Public Utilities and Auditor are authorized to execute a grant agreement with The Friends of Zenger Farm for the purpose described in Section 1, in the amount of $10,000 per year through FY 2011-12

b.
The Mayor and Auditor are hereby authorized to draw and deliver warrants chargeable to the Sewer System Operating Fund Budget when demand is presented and approved by the proper authority.

Passed by the Council, 
March 26 2008

Gary Blackmer
Sam Adams

Commissioner of Public Utilities



Auditor of the City of Portland








By /s/ Susan Parsons
[Eli Callison]

[Febuary 26th, 2008]
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