ORDINANCE NO. 181611
Authorize application to the City Leaders Supporting Afterschool and a New Day for Learning Initiative technical assistance grant program of the National League of Cities to build strong citywide afterschool systems that support expanded learning opportunities.  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.  The Council finds:


1.
The technical assistance provided by the National League of Cities Institute for Youth, Education and Families would complete core “system-building” work by assessing and identifying current local needs, expanding access to high-quality afterschool programs.

2. The technical assistance project will include additional opportunities for the City of Portland to explore strategies that enhance already existing supports for learning and meet the broader needs of children, youth and families.

3. The City of Portland, through its Bureau of Parks and Recreation, has an over 35 year history of operating community schools.

4. The City of Portland, through its Bureau of Parks and Recreation and Children’s Investment Fund, is a key partner with Multnomah County; the five school districts of Portland, David Douglas, Parkrose, Centennial and Reynolds; and many local non-profit social service and youth service agencies  This partnership manages and operated the state and nationally recognized SUN Community Schools program.

5. The City of Portland’s Schools/Families/Housing initiative is a new collaborator with SUN Community Schools and will benefit from the research that this grant project will complete.

6. The City of Portland, through visionPDX, concluded that Portland must commit to an educational environment for children, youth and families that ensures a “Learning Portland.”

7. Receipt of this grant will help the City of Portland and its partners further 

a.
Understand the out-of-school time programming needs for all children in the city, especially children living in poverty who do not currently have access to SUN Community School programs

b.
Create a plan to address high priority needs that identifies private and public resources to expand the system and coordinates existing community supports

c.
Identify knowledge and communication gaps within elected, school district and community leadership in order to create strong and unified effort for an afterschool system across the City

d.
Improve the system of community schools currently in place to address issues and gaps that have surfaced as the system has expanded and included additional partners.
8. The National League of Cities, through its Institute for Youth, Education and Families, administers the City Leaders Supporting Afterschool and a New Day for Learning technical assistance grant program.  This project is an appropriate technical assistance project under that grant program.

NOW THEREFORE, The Council directs:

a.
The Mayor of the City of Portland is hereby authorized to make application to the National League of Cities for a technical assistance grant.

Passed by the Council: March 12, 2008
 
   
GARY BLACKMER
Commissioner Saltzman




Auditor of the City of Portland

Prepared by:  Lisa Turpel:kmg




By /S/Susan Parsons
February 14, 2008
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