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LOCAL 503 o
| ..____ﬂ Service Employees International Union, Local 503, OPEU

Stronger Together -

October 4, 2007

‘Review Committee, Portland Day Laborers Center
‘Mayor’s Office x
City of Portland
1221 SW 4™ Ave #340
Portland OR 97204

‘Dear Committee Members:

Our Union, SEIU Local 503, represents 40,000 public employees and long-term care workers in
- Oregon. As an organization, we are committed to fighting for respect, dignity and fair treatment
not just for our members, but also for all Oregon workers. We are deeply concerned about the .
plight of all workers who face exploitation. We believe that day laborers, in part because many
. are undocumented, are uniquely vulnerable to exploitation. ' : o

- As aresult, SEIU Local 503 supports Voz’s efforts to establish a day laborers’ center, which we
believe would be a vehicle for promoting fairness for this important segment of Oregon’s. ,
workforce. By requiring employers to register and meet certain standards for wages and working
conditions, the center would underscore Portland’s cormitment to ensuring a safe, secure, and
hurhane environment for all workers in the city. " :

| A "day laborers’ center would provide a comprehensive set of services for day laborers:.
- employment, English language skills, legal education, and training. These services will help
integrate day laborers into the local community and economy. '

Voz has demonstrated experience, knowledge, and credibility in its work with day laborers in
Portland over the last ten years. Voz has a well-thought out plan to administer the center, forge
collaborative relationships with community partners, develop programs that meet the social and

economic needs of day laborers, and create a sustainable funding base for its operations. We are

 confident that Voz would make the center a success.

‘Our organization is proud to be part of a broad coalition of support for Voz. We believe that this
. coalition can lend advice, expertise, and support to this exciting initiative. ' -
Sincerely,

A

" Leslie Frane

Executive Director
Salem Headquarters - 'Bend . Portland Corvallis - Medford Eugene Pendleton
: 1730 Commescial St. SE 925 SE Second 5t Sulte €401 SE Foster Rd. Physical Site/Do Not Mail - -928 €, Jackson St 4BB E. 1th Ave. Sulte.100-B 200 SE Hailey Ave., Suite 302
" - PO Box 12159 Bend, OR 87702-1756 Portland, OR §7206-4659 €06 SW 15h St,Rm 109 Medfard, OR 97504-7025  Eugene; OR 974013601 . Pendieton, OR 87801-3069
Salem, OR 97309-0159 . - 541-385-8471 503-408-4090 - Corvallis, OR 973314606 541-Tr9.4324 h 544-342-1055 - 541-27&4983'
T 503-5871-1505 800-832-0503 © .7 B00-527-9374 - 541-752-0183 B00-452-7965 . 800-521-3448 800-452-61;15

BO0-452-2146 . (Fax) 541-388-9078 (Fax) 503-408-409¢ (Fax} 541-752-0241 © {Fax).541-779-4325 (Fax) 541-342-2832 . {Fax) 541-276-4984
- (Fax) 503-581-1664 ° . : o . - ) : . ) : .




WENTWORTH

CHEVROLET SUBARU

November 5, 2007

To;- -

_ The Office of Mayor Tom Potter and-Revievﬁ Committee
City Hall

1221 SW 4™ Avenue

Portland, OR 97204

-Dear Maym'"'Potter_and the Review Com'mit.tee:

{am writmg to support VOZ in operating the proposed Day Laborer cehter. We have been dealing with VOZ for
- several years on issues with the corner of 5k Sixth and Ankeny. They have been receptwe to our concerns and
worked to improve the conditions discussed. | feel they have a good fine of communicatmn with the
nelghborhoods and business’s, i

We support the Day Laborer Center and look forward to a positive solution to a big problem in our Community.

Si_ncerély,. '
Wentworth Chevrolet

Robert Wentworth

President

’ Serving Northwest Transportation Needs Since 1903 .
- 107 SE Grand Ave., Portland Oregon 97214+ Telephone (503) 232-2000 « FAX (503) 234-3370
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PCUN

~ November 9, 2007

" Dear Mayor Potter and the Review Committee:

I write to you _oﬁ behalf of PCUN, Oregon's Farm worker Union in support of VOZ
Worker's Rights Education Project and their bid to run the City of Portland funded
. Workers Center. | ' .

‘PCUN has been working closely with the VOZ Worker's Rights"Education 'Proje'c,t since
it started in 2000. Since then we have collaborated on a number of projects to defend
" .immigrant workers. - ' o

We wish to express our support for the application by VOZ Workers' Rights Education
- Project to create and operate a Workers Center in Portland. VOZ has over 10 years

experience working to empower Day Laborers in Portland to take control over their

working conditions and to exercise their collective power to address the issues they face.

E VOZis the only Day Labor coinrhunitj-_organization that has the experience, the-

knowledge and deep undcfstanding of the daily life of Day Laborers and their families
‘and the socidl and economic challenges they confront at their corner. - :

We encourage the city to approve their application and make the day laborer center a

reality.

| Sincérely _ydurs,

-

Ramon Ramirez
President




'OREGONLAW CENTER
. . 921 SW Washington Suite 516 - - -
©Porland, OR 97205

_ DIANE SCHWARTZ SYKES
- (503)473:8314 (direct)

o dianesykesole@yahoo.com
| 0ct31,2007 -

| -Qfﬁde of 'M_ayof Tom P(')tt_er- .

 Cityof Portland Review Commitfee
1221 SW 4™ Avenue, Ste. 340

+ Portland, Oregon 97204 _ : o |

7 ',_Rei_'-I'{'FB—'No.}MAYOl 1 :r‘-Gfré:n_"t:_-to'Qp“e:a,te and,__Marna'g:e Day‘La'b_or' 'Hire‘-‘Sité, Facili—ty |

- 'DéariMaydr Potter and RFPRéview Committeé} | ' | o '

o _-I‘. wrife to éﬁﬁpréss my strong support for the éﬁpii‘qaﬁoﬁfby 'VO"Z,,tO'g'réaté and op'e‘ratea_ day =
_laborer center in Portland. Based on my experience in wotking with VOZ, I can think of no other-

S organization :that is better suited for this assignment, VOZ has effective. leadership, dedicated

 staff, -a-strong commitment to serving clients, a deep -understanding of the client community and
- ten'years of directly related expetience. Iam familiar with the-work done by VOZ because I am
. the attorney at Oregon Law Center assigned to serve the day laborers and low wage workets in - _
. this region. The Oregon Law Center is'a nonprofit corporation providing free civil legal services -
- "to low-income people in Orean. , B I R

- Lam extremely. impressed with the leadership skills of Ignacio Paramo and Romeéo Sosa and the
.important work they have done for day laborers and other low-wage workers. Mr. Sosa and Mr,
Paramo are effective advacates who have effectively maximized minimal resources to educate -
day laborers and low wage workers on their employment rights. They have treated each client
‘with: dignity and respect, helping them grow as individuals and members of this community. -

s Regardless of the weather conditions, you will often see Mr. Sosa and Mr. Romeo out on the

street corner with workers educating them on their rights while these workers wait to be hired for
- employment.” VOZ has a proven track record of empowering workers to ensure that they receive

a IiViﬁg wage and safe working conditions. VOZ alse assists workers who are not paidby -

employers for the work that they performed and educates day laborers on how to minimize the

Tisk on not being paid for work.

VOZ has successfully developed relationships with community partners, such as the Oregon Law
Center, to increase its ability to serve day laborer populations. VOZ looks for potential resources




- Mayor Potter and RFP Review Committee
- October 31,2007 * I
- Page?2

and successfully develops the relationships necessary to help their clients get additional
resources. Most lawyers do not have the capacity to represent immigrant populations on
- employment matters because of language barriers and high cost of legal fees. VOZ refers under-
- _Served immigrant populations to the Oregon Law Center when legal action becomes necessary to
- pursue wage claims against an employer who takes advantage-of a day laborer’s vulnerability and
dire necessity to earn wages. VOZ has developed good working relationships with many =~
- community partners and has a positive reputation in the community. VOZ has worked with law.
- enforeement, local businesses and residents to educate the community about the population that
VOZ serves and to dispel misconceptions about the nature of day laborérs® presence in the
‘community. o | : oo

'VOZ has demonstrated a 10 year commitment to educating and advocating on behalf of day
. laborers and low wage workers. VOZ is well known and trusted by the community it serves.”
- Because peojle are scared and vulnerable, it is difficult {o build trusting relationships in this
. community. VOZ has the staff, skill set and commitment to ensure that a day laborer center is
“run effectively. ‘A day laborer center will allow VOZ to continue its grassroots effort to advocate
- for low income workers in 4 safe and sheltered environment. I am confident that VOZ will " -
continue to advocate on behalf of low income workers and to work closely with community
- partﬁers to ensure the longevity of a day laborer.center. ‘ : '

E Si_n réij |
{

" . Diane Schwartz Sykes /
Attorney at Law - '
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November 7, 2007

The Office of Mayor Tom Porrer and Review Commiree
City Hall '
1221 SW Fourrh Avenue

Pordand, OR 97204

Dear Mayor Porter and the Review Commirras:

Ecusmenical Ministries of Oregon is writing today in suppoti of VOZ Worker’s Righrs
Education Projece and their bid to run the City of Pordund finded Workers Center,

Ecumenical Ministries of Oragon has long been deeply involved in mobilizing Oregon’s diverse -
faith communiry 1o forward 2 vision of  community based upon the values of compassion and
justice for all. In furtheranee of our commiumerir ro thess valuer, we ate writing to éxpress our .
support for the application by VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Projec 1o create and opetare a
Workers Centér in Portland because: o o ' .
"¢ Day Lahorers are amang the most economically vidnerable group of workers in our
- community, Their work is difficult, their working condirions haesh and ofven urisafe,
their wages low and they are parcicularly vulnsrable 1o abuse by unscrupulous employers,
¢ Day Laborers offer a'vital contribution to the economy, A Workers Center will cultivaze
the ineagrarion of day laborers, wich fisll rights and responsibilities, into the community
where they already live and work. Ir will work to resolve conflicts berween community
metnbers, business and law enforcemene. - .

- & Inimproving the wages and working conditions of day laborers we will positiﬂy impace

- theinterests of all workers by reducing the number of workers in the labor marker who
- ate forced 10 accept work withour minirmal protections and paying poverty level wages.
* A Waorkers Center will provide & safe, secuse, dlean and organized location for the
coneacting process between employers and day laborers thar improves the qualicy of life
~ and wel] being of the Pordand community. S '
® VOZ has aver 10 years experience working to empower Day Labozers in Portland ro tks
control over their working conditions and to exarcise their collecrive powes 16 address the
issues they face. VOZ has been doing very cffecrive work in promoring the rights of Day
Laborers through arganizing, leadership development and community education; VOzZ
- bas experience, knowledge and 2 deep understanding of the daily life of Day Laborersand
their families and of the social and sconomic challenges they confront on 2 daily basis,

If you have any questions or need furdher informaion, pimée contacr me at (503) 221-1054.

Menmer Denomimatzons -

, A&kﬁnﬁﬁhuﬂﬂ&impd&mh.Mm&p&%dﬂm-%h%%d%ﬁsﬂ-%%ﬂﬁmﬂ:ménﬁuriof&eﬂmm-Cammmizyufﬁiriu
- Eyfscope Disces of xs Oegem gl incese o Ovegon « EvngiclLbean Chnhin s o Grek Ot Chch o byt Chck (J54) o Relfgots Seciecyof Fiends (Quzken)
: " Roman Catolic ArhlcrcofPotind o Used ChuchofCt o Usd Methdie Chine » s elowsbip o Mempolies oty Chris '




NW3IP_

917 SW Ozk, Sulte 426, Porifand, Oregon 87205 + (503) 525-8454 » www.awjp.org

November 6, 2007 '

Dear City of Portland,

lam witing in support of the application submitted by VO7, Workers Rights Iducation Project
sevking fimds from the City of Portland to finance the creation of a day laborer hiring site in

- Portland, ' S o I '

1 have lived and worked in Oregon as an attorney for over 30 years. Much of that work has been
dedicated 10 representing and supporting Jow-wage and immigrant workets; formerly as director
~of the Oregon migrant legal services program and, cwivently, as the cofounder and Executjve
Dircctor of the Portland-based Northwest Workers Justice Praject (NWJIP), a non-ptofit

- organization that supports low-wage, immigrant and contingent workers through education, -
‘advocacy and divect legal representation. See, www.nwip.org for more informatios,

In these years, 1 have watched as conditions for our city’s low-wage and immigrant workers have
Steadily deteriorated below fegal standards. Immigrants ave not the only workers affected by this
lawlessness. 10.5. workers® standards are also directly affected by exploitation of hard-working
‘wage eamers, since decent employers must compete with those who would cut corners, placing

- downward pressure on wages and working conditions for alf. Day laborers are among the most

- vulnerable of these workers—facing frequent exploitation, routine diserimination, and extreme

- instability, : o ' :

- I have also-seen VOZ emerge as a critically important organization~and virtually the only

- organization in Portland~supporting these workers in their efforts to organize and defend their
 vights. VOZ has been able to create at least some level of coherence in a street comer labor
market that otherwise lacks any standards of human decency. With VOZ’s leadership and
encouragement, day laborers have begun to insist on minimum standards of employment. With

VOZ's help they have begun to take steps to enfloree their rights to be paid for their work. But
without an actual physical space to gather, these efforts are ultimately limited. '

Tn cities throughout the country, it has been demonstrated that workers centers can be effective
in increasing employer accountability and lowering cobflics with surrounding businesses and
neighborhoods. [However, an essentis) ingredient in this success is the credibility and perecived
reliability of the center’s sponsor. Unless workers come to the center to look for work,
- participate in developing the policies of the center and support their implementation, 4 new lahor
center will faif to beoome the vital Jocale in the City for recruitment of casual workers. And
without becaming that critical situs, a center will not be able to achieve any of its goals of

L




Board of Directors
Jo Arn Bowman, President
Chris O’Neill, Treasurer

Aaron Varhola, Secretary
- ~Brenna Bell
Maria Lisa Johnson
et ‘ R Rubén Rivera
Northwest Constitutional Rights Center ' ' Gerri Sue Lent
— ; . Executive Director
a prajeat of the z'f@'ahonai Lawvers Guild E Alejandro Queral

October 23, 2007

The Honorable Tom Potter

Mayor, City of Portland
1221 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 340
Portland, Oregon 97204

‘Dear Mayor Potter,

I am writing to express the Northwest Constitutional Rights Center’s support of VOZ Worker’s
Rights Education Project and its proposal to establish and operate a day laborer center in Portland. As part of
the NW Center’s mission to safeguard the civil and constitutional rights of people of color, immigrants, and
other vulnerable populations, we have worked with VOZ to ensure immigrants and day laborers understand
their legal rights and have assisted their organization in creating a legal observer project to deter anti-
immigration activists from harassing and attacking the day laborers.

The NW Center believes that a Day Laborer Center in Portland would help ensure the rights and the
- safety of workers. As you know, day laborers are among the most economically vulnerable population due to
the irregular and strenuous nature of the work and the fact that many of them do not know their rights or ways
to redress them. The day laborer center will cultivate the integration of the workers into our community while
ensuring their rights and responsibilities. Moreover, it will help improve working conditions and wages by
providing a venue for workers to protect their rights while providing opportunities for learning new skills.

VOZ has successfully represented the interest of day laborers over the last fen years and has
developed good relationships with community partners. The organization’s staff, Romeo Sosa and Ignacio
Paramo, are effective advocates who have achieved significant results with limited resources. Their

~experience and relationships with the day laborer community are irreplaceable and invaluable and therefore
are the best qualified to operate the day laborer center with success. 1 strongly urge you to carefully consider
.VOZ’s application and hope you will select them to operate the Day Laborer Center. - :

Thank you for your consideration.

o W
0 Queral ‘ '

Executive Director

520 SW 6th Ave., Suite 1035 « Portland, Oregon 97204 + 503-295-6400 « Fax: 503-205-6415 = info@nwcrc.org + www.nwerc.org




CATHOLIC

MCHARITIES

. November 2, 2007

The Office of Mayor Tom Potter
-and the Reviewing Committee
City Hall

- 1221 SW 4" Avenue
Portland, OR 97204

Dear Mayor Potter and the Reviewing Committee:

Catholic Charities would like to express our strong support of VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project and their
bid to establish and operate a City of Portland funded Day Laborer Center.

Catholic Charities, and in partlcular our Latmo Services program El Programa Hispano, has worked with VOZ on
a number of projects over the years. We share a common mission to serve the poor and vulnerable in our
community and have frequently collaborated in these efforts in line with Catholic Charities’ mission. Day
_ Laborers are among the most economically vulnerable group of workers in our community due to the uregular
~ hours and strenuous nature of their work, their often unsafe working conditions, and their suscepﬁblhty o
potentially unserupuious employers who pay wages below the poverty level.

We believe that VOZ is the only Day Labor community organization that has the experience, Imowledge and deep
understanding of the daily life of Day Laborers and their families to effectively operate your new Center, which is
urgently needed for the followmg reasons: ,

. A Day Laborer Center will prov:de a safe, secure, clean and orgamzed Jocation for the contactmg process
between employers and day laborers, wluch improves the quality of hfe and well bemg of the Portland
commumty

» A Day Laborer Center will prov1de a safer and more d1gn1ﬁed space where Day Laborers and thelr employers
~ can negotiate away from the street, avmdmg conflicts between eommumty members, busmesses and law
enforcement,

e A Day Laborer Center will help to improve working conditions and wages while providing opportumttes for
learning new skllls and a venue for workers to defend their rights.

e Day laborers offer a vital contribution to the economy. A Day Laborer Center will advance the mtegratlon of
- these laborers, with full rights and l‘CSpOBSlblIltleS into the eommumty where they already hve seek and
" maintain employment.

VOZ has over 10 years expenence working in Portland to empower Day. Laborers to take control of their workmg
conditions and to exercise their collective power to address the challenges they face. VOZ has done very effective
work in promoting the rights of Day Laborers throngh organizing, leadership development and community
education. We would like to thank you in advance for your consideration of the VOZ Workers’ 'Rights proposal to
create and operate a Day Laborer Center for the City of Portland.

Sincerely,

//5/%%

Denms B. Keenan, M.S.W.
Executwe Dlrector Catholxc Chantres




October 27, 2007

The Office of Mayor Tom Potter and Review Committee
- City Hall : . '

1221 SW 4™ Avenue, Suite 340

Portland, OR 97204

- Dear Mayor Potter and the Review Committec:

I am pleased to provide CAUSA’s support for VOZ Worker’s Rights Education Project and their bid to run the City
of Portland funded Workers Center. . : :

CAUSA is Oregon’s statewide immigrant rights whose goal is to advance and defend immyj grant rights in Oregon.
We work with grassroots immigrant communities and their allies throughout the state. We have had the privilege
of working with VOZ during the years they served on our board, and through our joint participation in the Portland
" Immigrant Rights Coalition. : ; : ' , '

As we have seen throughout the country and particularly in Oregon, Day Laborers are among the most
economically vulnerable group of workers in our community due to the irregular of and strenuous nature work,
unsafe working conditions, and unscrupulous employers. Day Laborers overwhelmingly earn wages below poverty
level. Inrecent years, Day Laborers have also had to fear for their personal safety due to anti-immigrant
harassment. : a : : .

Like immigrant workers in other industries, Day Laborers offer a vital contribution to the economy. A Workers
Center will cultivate the integration of day laborers, with full rights and responsibilities, into the community where
they already live, seek employment and work. It will also be a place to resolve conflicts between cominunity
members, business and law enforcement. We commend VOZ for playing a leadership role in facilitating dialogue
between workers, law enforcement, and businesses and for their steadfast advocacy on workers’ behalf. '

I write to.express my strongest support for the application by VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project to create and
operate the Workers Center in Portland. VOZ. has over seven years experience working to empower Day Laborers
in Portland to take control over their working conditions and to exercise their collective power to address the issues.

 they face. Through organizing, leadership development and community education, VOZ. has consistently worked to
promote and improve the rights of Day Laborers. L . . S '

As an organization that works in the Portland community, we know that our community is best served ‘with strong
~ organizations like VOZ. at the lead of projects like the Worker Center. As a trusted community organization,
- ‘CAUSA extends its support to VOZ and encourages the City of Portland to partner with VOZ in making the
Worker Center a reality. . ‘ R

 Sincerely,

: Aeryca Steinbauer
- Coordinator, CAUSA - _
aervca@causaoregon.org; 503-984-6816

1460 Capitol St NE & Salem, OR 97301 @ tel (503) 984-6816 @ fax (503) 399-1183
: WWW.EE[IIS&OI‘CgOn.Ol‘g' ) .




American Friends
Service Committee

Pacific Northwest Regional Office
2249 E Burnside Street  « Portland OR 97214-1653 + 503/230-9427 = fax 503/230-1835 -« www.afsc.org

October 30, 2007

The Office of Mayor Tom Potter and Review Committee
City Hall 1221 SW 4™ Avenue
Portland, OR 97204

Dear Mayor Potter and the Review Committee,

1 am writing today on behalf of the American Friends Service Cominittee in strong support of
VOZ Worker’s Rights Education Pro_]ect and its bid to run the City of Portland funded Workers
Center.

The American Friends Service Committee is a 90 year old Quaker organization that includes
people of various faiths who share a commitment to peace, social justice and humanitarian
service. AFSC has supported immigrant rights for many decades, and currently sponsors

- programs that build immigrant leadership and advocate for public pohc1es that promote the
human and civil rights of i unm1grants :

We believe that a Workers Center wil] make an essential contribution to the Portland commumty
Traditionally, Day Laborers are among the most economically valnerable workers due to the
irregular and strenuous nature of their work, unsafe working conditions, and unscrupulous
employers. Day Laborers most often earn wages below the poverty level. A Workers Center will
potentially improve working conditions and wages, while providing opportunities for learning
new skills, as well as a venue for workers 1o defend thelr rights

Day Laborers offer a vital contribution to the economy. A Workers Center will cultivate the
integration of day laborers, with full rights and responsibilities, into the community where they
already live and work. It will resolve conflicts between community rmembers, business and law
enforcement. Additionally, a Workers Center will provide a safe, secure and clean facility for the
contractmg process between employers and Day Laborers. : :

Itis espemally important to us that VOZ oversee the Workers Center. VOZ has over ten years
experience working to empower Day Laborers in Portland to take control ovér their working

_ conditions, and to exercise their colléctive power to address the issues they face. VOZ continues
its effective work in promoting the rights of Day Laborers through organizing, leadership
developmerit and community education. We have partnered with VOZ on a number of projects
and have deep respect for its authenticity and achievements. VOZ really is the only Day Labor
community organization that has the experience, the knowledge and deep understanding of the
social and economic challenges Day Laborers confront daily at their corner.

We thank you for your consideration of VOZ’s bid, and sincerely hope that you will support
'VOZ, the only Day Laborer organization that is trusted by the community it serves so well!

Warm régards,
=N

Susan Segall, Regional Direc,tor, American Friends Service Committee Pacific Northwest

Quaker values In action




' ‘ Tel: 5032367916
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' wwrw.peasenef
a

nd Cross Border Labor Qrganizing Council

311 N. Ivy St, Portland OR 97227

October 17, 2007

To:

The Office of Mayor Tom Potter and Review Committee

City Hall ,

1221 SW 4™ Avenue _ -
Portland; OR 97204

Dear Mayor Potter and the Review Committee:

The Portland Central America Solrdanty Committee is writing today in support of VOZ Worker s Rights’
Education Pro;ect and their bid to operate the City of Portland-funded Day Laborers Center

-Founded in 1979 the Portland Central America Solidarity Committee educates and mobrhzes community B
members, workers, and students around struggles for human rights and social justice in throughout the
- Americas.

1 fully support VOZ Workers Rights Education PI’OjeCt and their apphcaﬂon to create and operate a Day

Laborers Center in Portland because I believe that their organization is the only organization that has

reguIar and posrtlve interaction with the day taborer community in Portland. In order for the day taborer

center to serve the purpose for which it was created, day laborers must feel comfortable using the center.

I believe that VOZ has demonstrated the1r commitment to this populatlon more than any other group or
agency I know of.

A Day Laborer Center will be an rmportant step in supportmg day laborers by creatmg 1mproved workmg

* . conditions and a venue for workers to defend their rights. Day Laborers are among the most

" economically vulnerable group of workers in our community. They face 1rregular hours and strenuous
work while earrung wages well below the poverty level.

VOZ has over 10 years experience working with Day Laborers in Portland. They work with Day Laborers
to create better working conditions and to exercise their collective power to address the issues they face.
They promote the rights of Day Laborers through organizing, leadership development and community
education. As previously stated, VOZ is the only Day Labor community organization that has the

- experience, the knowledge and deep understanding of the daily life of Day Laborers and therr families
and the social and econorruc chalienges they confront at therr Comer. -

- I would hke to Thank You for all your past work in support of VOZ, and encourage you to approve their
Day Laborer Center application because VOZ is the only Day Laborer orgamzatlon that is trusted by
the community it serves! :

Sincerel ¥,

~Shizuko Hashimoto :
Coordinator, Portland Central Amenca Solidarity Commrttee




PORTLAND JOBS WITH JUSTICE e C/O AFSCME COUNCIL 75 o 6025 E. BURNSIDE STREET & PORTLAND, OR 97215

PHONE: 503.236.5573 » FAX: 503.239.944F @ WEB: www. jwibdx.org « E~-MAIL: info@jwipdx. org @

" Mayor Tom Potter and Review Committe October 15, 2007
City Hall ' ' -

1221 SW 4™ Avenue

Portland, OR 97204

Dear Mayor Potter and the Reﬁew.Committéé:

Portland Jebs with Justice is writing today in support of VOZ Warker’s Rights Education .

Project and their bid to run the City of Portland-funded worker center. As you know,

Jobs with Justice is-a coalition of 85 unions and community groups working togetherina -
campaign for workers' rights. During the last 16 years, we have been intimately involved

in assisting worker organizatioris in many different kinds of campaigns, as well as '
‘working to raise the bottom through our living wage and minimum wage work.

‘We are glad that the building trades unions are now included in the conversatioﬁ and we
aré certain that we will all unite to create a day labor center which raises standards for- '

" ~ day laborers and stops the super-c;xpl_c)itaﬁon'dn the corner. -

- We support Voz's application to run the worker center because VOZ is the only group -
- thathas organized and worked with day laborers on the corner. VOZ has over 10 years
- experience working to empower day laborers in Portland to take control over their
- working conditions and to exercise their collective power to address the issues they face.
- VOZ has been incredibly effective in promoting the rights of day laborers through
organizing, leadership development and community education. VOZ is the only day
labor community organization that has the experience, the knowledge and deep
- understanding of the daily life of day laborers and their families and the social and
economic challenges they confront at their corner. ‘ o

Day laborers are a vital part of the economy. A worker center will cultivate the

- integration of day laborers, with full rights and responsibilities, into the community
where they already live, seek employment and work. It will resolve conflicts between
-community members, businesses and law enforcement. It will improve working

- conditions and wages while providing opportunities for learning new skills and a venue
for workers to defend their rights. We hope that in addition it will help create a path to

- good family-wage union jobs. We thank you for supporting this project and for .
supporting VOZ's proposal. They are the only organization with the experience to run
such a center. S o

- Sincerely,

. Margare} Butler, Executive Director '




BASIC ®»
RIGHTS
OREGON ~

P.O. BOX 40625 PORTLAND, OR 97240 PHONE 503.222.6151 FAX 503.236.668¢6

1 November 2007

The Office of Mayor Tom Potter and Review Committee
Portland City Hall

1221 SW 4" Avenue, Suite 340

Portland, OR 97204

Dear Mayor Potter and the Review Committee:

On behalf of Basic Rights Oregon (BRO} and Basic nghts Education Fund (BREF),  am wrmng today in support
of the VOZ Worker's Rights Education Project and their bid to run the City of Portland funded Workers Center.

BRO/BREF is Oregon’s chief advocacy, educational and pohtmal organization dedicated to ending discnrnmatron
based upon sexual orientation and gender identity. As an organization concerned with the rights and dignity of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questlomng (LGBTQ) people, we are also dedicated to the rights and welfare
of other oppressed peoples and communities, particular those of color and low income. LGBTQ people are of every
race, éthnicity, and economic background Ou.r struggle is one with all those in need of justice and liberation.

I write to express my strongest support for the application by VOZ Work_ers’ Rjghts Educaticn Project to create and -
'opera,te a Workers Center in Portland for the following reasons: '

Day Laborers are among the most econom.ically vulnerable group of workers in our community due to the irregular
of and sfrenuous nature work, often unsafe worlcmg oondltlons, unscrupulous employers while earmng wages below

‘ poverty level.

Day Laborers offer a vital contribution to the economy. A Workers Center will cultivate the integraﬁon of déy
laborers, with full rights and responsibilities, into the community where they already live, seek employment and
work. It will also be a place to resolve conflicts between community members, business and law. enforcement.

Tt will improve workmg conditions and wages. whlle provrd.rng opportunities for learning new skills and a venue for .
' workers to defend their rights. _ -

A Workers Center will provide a safe secure clean and organization location for the contacting pracess between
employers and day laborers that i improves the quahty of hfe and well bemg of the Portland community.

iVOZ has over seven years experlence working to empower Day Laborers in Portla_nd to take control over their
working conditions and to exercise their collective power to address the issues they face. VOZ has been doing very
effective work in promoting the rights of Day Laborers through organizing, leadership development and communrty
education.

As an organization that works in the Portland community, we know that our community is best served with strong -
organizations like VOZ at the lead of projects like the Worker Center. As a trusted community organization,
BRO/BREF extends its.support to VOZ and encourages the Crty of Portland to partner with VOZ in making the
Worker Center a reality.

Executive Director

Ending discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in Oregon.

OEE @ 0 7




LATINO NETWORK

5123 N. Michigan = . Portland = Oregon = 97217 = 203-263-5881

. Office of Mayor Tom Potter and Review Committee
1221 SW 4% Avenue -
‘Portland, OR 97204

Noverber 7, 2007

: t)ear Mayor Potter and Review C_Iommittee Members,

On behalf of Latino Network, I am happy to support vOZ Worker’s Rights Education
Project and their bid to aperate the City of Portland funded Worker’s Center. -

Latino Network is cornmunity based nonprofit with a mission to culiivate the power of

" the Latino community. For 11 years, we have worked to impact changes in City policy

and practice, on issues ranging from police/community relations to neighborhood
livability and civic participation. We applaud the Mayor’s commitment to fund a Worker
center to support the economic advancement of day laborers in our community. ‘

 Latino Network recognizes that VOZ Worker’s Rights Education Project has been.

~working within our community for over ten years to empower day laborers in Portland w©
take control over their working conditions and to exercise their collective power to -

- address the issues they face. Over the past decade, VOZ has promoted the rights of day
Jaborers through organizing, leadership development and community education.
support VOZ’s bid for the Worker Center as 2 natural next step in the development of
VOZ as an organization and will work closely with-them to ensure the Center’s success.
1 atso urge the City of Portland do all it can to build the long term capacity of VOZ to

“meet the labor needs of this vulnerable and hard working sector of our community.

o~
Vs
/ -

;! ét\/ oz
/TWan NG JemS
aria Lisa Johnson o '
Executive Direptor

‘Sincerely,




UNITED FARM WORKERS

Pacific Northwest Office
PO. Box 20955
Portland, OR 97294
Phone (503) 288-3528

© Fax (503) 288-3514
www.ufw.org

October 25, 2007

The Office of Mayor Tom Potter and Review Committee
. City Hall :

1221 SW 4th Ave

Portland, OR 97204 o

Dear Mayor Potter and Commlttee

' ThlS is to advise of the United Farm Workers support for the establishment of a day laborers

~ center in Portland. From our founding of the UFW by Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huer_t_a, we

remain committed to the fair treatment for workers and assuring that the rights of all workers are

respected. The day laborers’ center would be a means to this end. By requiring employers to

. register and meet certain standards for wages and working conditions, the center would :
underscore Portland’s commitment to ensunng a safe, secure, and hl:ﬂnane enwronment for ail

* workers in the city. : :

Such a center would provide a comprehens:ve set of social services to day laborers ('helpmg them
find employment, learning English, education about legal rights, tcammg opportunmes) that will -
_ help mtegrate them into the community and bring them from the margms into the mainstream.

~ Tbelieve that the leadership Voz has demonsﬁated for the past ten years  combined with its

- experience, knowledge, and credibility would make the day laborers center an effective -

" institution. Iam conﬁdent that Voz has the ability, commitment, and support to make the center
a Success. :

‘0ur orgamzaﬂon is proud to be part of a broad coalition of support for VOZ. We are prepared to
iend our advice, expertlse, and support to th13 exc1tmg initiative.

Smcerely,

Director, Pacific Northwest Region -
United Farm Workers

iCon Unidn Se Vive Mejor!
Founded by César E, Cbzz'uez ( 1927-1993)




Immlgratlon Counselmg Servrce

medzﬂg immigrant legal services to persons fleeing permutzoﬂ, Jamilies r@amz‘ed lgy bardm . |
- and zndzwdmlr ﬁecammg m‘z:zem Stce 197 8 : : '

~ Qctober 23, 2007

Mayor Tom Potter and Review Commrttee
City Hall _

1221 SW 4™ Avenue

.Portland OR 97204.

-Dear Mayor Potter and Revrew Commlttee

_ ThtS !etter is in support. of VOZ Workers nghts Educatlon Pro;ect and therr bld to run
'the City of Portland funded Workers Center ' _

For almost 30 years now lCS has provrded |mm|grat|on Iegal assistance. to thousands of
individuals whoe have come from over 100 different countries around the world. We are -

terribly concerned with the hostility being shown throughout our country today regardlng
mlnorrtles We know Portland can set a better example o

A Workers Genter will prowde a safe and secure Iocatron for the contractrng process
jbetween emptoyers and day laborers, one- of the most econom!ca!!y vulnerable groups
' _'of workers in our.community. - : - :

,VOZ has been promotmg the nghts and worklng to empower day Iaborers in Port[and - ,

~ for over 10 years now. It is-the only community organization that has the experience;

~ the knowledge and the full - understand[ng of the daily Irfe of day laborers and the[r
: famr]res ' . :

We hope your commlttee wrll see flt to award this much needed project to VOZ lt cou!d _
“notbe in better hands. - : : - _ N

S,ing;ere'ly;' /

_,_ .;é;:*‘rBarbara B.Babcock™._
v Executivg\D;ir_ector SN

\‘.

~ BBB/s

- Mamng Address P.0O. Box 40248 Portland OR 97240 :
Street Address: 519 S, W. Park Avenue » Suite 610 + Portland, OR. 97205
Phone:. 503-221 -1689 » « Fax: 503-221- 3063 WWw. |mm|grat|oncounse[mg org




| ﬂiﬂﬁﬂ ran INTERCULTURAL DRGANIZING

2808 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. #13 | Portland, Oregon 97212 | (503) 287-4117 f www.interculturalorganizing.org

N(_)vember 8, 2007
To Whom It My Concern,

The Center for Intercultmal Orgamzmg would like to express our overwhelming support
for VOZ and the development of the new Day Laborer Center on Portland. :

The Center for Intercultural Orgamz:mg has been collaboratmg with VOZ for the past
-four years, supporting their diligent campaign of gammg the rights of undocumented day
laborers in Oregon while collaborating successfully various projects and campaigns that
advanced the rights of the immigrants and refigees in Oregon. VOZ works with one of ,
the most vulnerable and visible immigrant population in Oregon, “the day laborers”. Day
laborers face daily struggles and challenges mcludmg harassments by anti-immigrant
_ groups, unpaid wages, unsafe work condition, and outright discrimination. For the past
ten years, VOZ has been advocating for the rights of undocumented day laborers by
' 'successﬁﬂly collecting thousands of dollars of unpaid wages, providing educational
opportunity including ESL classes, work safety workshops, commuter skills as well as
educating the. public about the issues and challenges that day laborers face. By doing so,
VOZ has amplified the voices of the voiceless while taking the brunt of the hatred and
- xenophobia toward the immigrant commumty

' Day laborers work tlrelessly n dangerous workitig conditions, are limited to the most
intensive manual labor pos1t10ns and have to overcome daily activities most people take
for granted, such as physical pain from labor, taking hot shower or where to sleep.

We strongly urge the City of Portland to award this grant to VOZ and make possible a
‘better fiuture for courageous men and women, and their families. The day laborers
deserve a life of respect and dignity. By providing them a safe space where they can work
collectively together, shelter from the cold winter, take shower or wait their prospective
~ employers will be major step ward for not only them but the entire Portland Community,
which they are part of it. Center for Intercultural Organizing wﬂl continue collaborating
VOZ and we strongly support their proposal.

77
Founder/Executive Director

/ Center for Intercultural Organizing
(503) 28-4117

kayse@interculturalorganizing org




UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

I~

' Review Committee for Portland Day Laborers Center
.c/o Mayor’s Office ' B
- City of Portland - B
1221 SW 4™ Avenue, #340
Portland, Oregon 97204

October 17, 2007

" Dear Members of the Review COmim'ttee:

The Labor Education and Research Center- (LERC) at the University of Oregon is |

pleased to support the application of Voz to operate and administer a center for day
-laborers in the city of Portland. R S _

_ ‘We salute the city of Portland’s commitment to providing day laborers with a safe _
-and secure environment in which to seek work. As the chief of police in Kansas City, -
~ Missouri observed after his department helped to establish a day laborers’ center, the city
- saw.a marked increase in neighborhood cooperation with the police, greater involvement
- between day laborers and the community, and the creation of an orderly system whereby

‘employers-could contract for the.services of day laborers. -

-~ We believe Portland has the potential to create a similar experierice and that Vo
- is the best candidate to develop a successful day laborers’ center. LERC has been
working with Voz over the past year as partof an ongoing effort to foster closer working |
relations betweert unions and community-based groups that work with immigrants. =
© During that time we have been impressed by Voz’s decade-long record of achievement in
seeking to improve conditions for day laborers and integrate them into the community.

In addition to enjoying credibility with day laborers; Voz has developed a -
thonghtful, comprehensive plan for operating a successful workers’ center. Voz will not
only establish clear ground tules to-govern the hiring process but will also offer workers a
host of services (computer training, education about workers” rights, occupational safety,

 English language training, voJunteer opportunities) that will enhance their personal skills,

improve their employment prospects, and solidify their social aftachments.

: Voz has solid plans for adequately staffing and managing the center and a clear
! strategy for raising sufficient funds to make the center’s long-term operation viable and °
sustainable. -And Voz has also been successful in cultivating relationships with other
organizations (unions, churches, non-profits, advocacy groups, political leaders) that will
assist it in its.quest to help day laborers become accepted members of the community.

LABOR EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER _
1289 University of Oregon, Eugene OR 97203-1289 1 (541) 546-5054
.. LERC, UO Partland Center, 722 SW 2nd, Portland OR 97204 1 (503) 725-3295

AR equal-opportunity; affinmative-action ingtituifon committed fo cultural diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities ﬂcr.'




As a program with a 30-year history of coriducting education and research aimed
-at improving the lives of working Oregonians, LERC shares Voz’s commitment to
helping day laborers achieve a greater measi;re of dignity, respect, and social acceptance.
We are committed to working with Voz once the day laborers’ center is established and
are convinced that it is has the capacity to make the program a success. . I

. We support Voz’s application without hesitation and urge the Review Committee
to render a favorable decision. _ L

~ Sincerely: ‘

- Bob Bussel "
- Associate Professor and. Director

Labor Education and Research Center




TGS

') For

TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE

COMMUNITY
SERVICES -

‘A training and -
L ] consulting fesource -
B — : T for ronprofit
L : '  organizations.

November 8, 2007

"Romeo Sosa

\{oy4

1131 SEOak .
Portland, OR 97214

Dear Romeo;

VOZ. Our fiscal management services will include:

TACS is committed to providing comprehensive fiscal management services to

¢ Design and implementation of a comprehensive accounting system, including
design of a chart of accounts which will facilitate tracking the receipt and
- use of restricted government and foundation funds; :

. Preparation of monthly financial statements including a Balance Sheet,

Statement of Activities, and reports tracking the receipt and us'e_- of
restricted grant funds; S '

-+ Design and implementation of financial policies, procedures, and controls to

ensure that all funds are tracked correctly, all disbursements are made with
- proper authorization, and that accurate records of all financial transactions -
are maintained; S '

¢ Development and implementation of employment policies and practices to

guide the terms and conditions of employment for VOZ employess,
including provisions for hiring, promotion, evaluation, and terfhination which
“ensure compliance with all federal, state, and local law and regulation
prohibiting discrimination; - ' _ : ‘ .
®  Selection of a payroll service provider and oversight of the preparation of
payroll journals, paychecks, and payroll tax reports by the payroll service;

*  Preparation of financial reports as required by governmental and fouhda_tion

funding sources; _ : B -
* Review of all funding agreements to identify financial management and data
- colléction requirements and development of systems to ensure compliance
with requirements; S . _
*  Assistance with the preparation of an annual budget and preparation of
.budget portions of funding proposals. ' '
In addition to the services described above, we will be available to work with
you and with the Board of Directors to develop strategies to strengthen the

1001 SE Water Ave.
Suite 490 '
Portland, OR 97214
t 503.239.4001

£ 503.236.8313
WWW.tacs.org




financial health of the organization. We will assist staff and board to build their understanding of
. standard nonprofit financial reports and to identify the key financial choices which VOZ will need to
- make. We are prépared to enter into an initial one year agreement to provide the services described
above. We will want to work with you and the VOZ board to evalirate our work with VOZ. We will be -
prepared to continue providing fiscal management services in future years and also available to assist
VOZ to develop its own financial management capacities. ‘ -

"TACS has over thirty years experience with nonprofitfinancial management services. We have provided

 fiscal management services for a variety of nonprofit organizations which have received federal, state,
and local governmental funding as well as restricted funding from foundation grants and individual donor
contributions. TACS is itself a nonprofit corporation which has received funding from federal, state, and
local government sources as well as funding from multiple foundations, corporations, and individuals.

- TACS is audited by an-independent auditor annually. We also provide the Northwest's most

. comprehensive training and consulting services on nonprofit financial management.©

 We look forward to working with VOZ.
,'Sint_:ereiy,. o
. Kay Sohl, .'Execu'f:ive Director -

Technical Assistance for Community Services






