ORDINANCE No. 181651
* Release $200,000 in grant funds to VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project to operate a day labor hire site in Portland as approved by Council  (Ordinance)
The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. On November 29, 2006 City Council unanimously approved Ordinance No. 180639 As Amended to adopt budget adjustment recommendations and the Minor Supplemental Budget for the FY 2006-07 Fall Budget Adjustment Process and make budget adjustments in various funds.   
2. In Ordinance No. 180639, $200,000 was allocated as part of the Street Access For Everyone (SAFE) package “for a day labor contact office pilot project [which] supports the goal to provide more help for the homeless, mentally ill, disconnected youth, and day laborers.  Funds would cover the cost of the facility and a contract staff person.”  Since that time the funds have been rolled over while a community stakeholder group was assembled to come up with criteria to select the best non-profit organization to manage and operate the day labor hire site.
3. In accordance with the City of Portland and Multnomah County’s 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness (Draft, 2008-4th Year) establishing a day labor hire site fulfills Goal 8.9 (page 7) in an effort to increase economic opportunity for homeless people.
4. Extensive efforts were conducted over six months to establish agreed upon criteria for the Request For Proposals (RFP). Starting in June of 2007, one-on-one meetings and assessments and two focus groups were completed with community stakeholders gaining their input and feedback on qualifications and criteria for who should be awarded this Grant. A stakeholder group of  37 self-identified stakeholders was formed and met regularly representing Portland Police Bureau, Neighborhood Associations, day laborers, community members at large, Central Eastside Industrial Council, Kerns Neighborhood Association, Buckman Neighborhood Association, Office of Neighborhood Involvement, Jobs with Justice, American Friends Service Committee, Latino Network and local businesses.
5. In order to ensure broad notification and participation, on October 8, 2007 the Office of the Mayor proceeded with a formal grant RFP process to award grant monies for managing and operating a day labor hire site. The Grant RFP was posted on the Bureau of Purchases website and was sent to all stakeholders participating in the stakeholder group as well as minority contracting organizations.   The Office of the Mayor received one proposal.

6. An independent Grant Proposal Review Panel scrutinized the 39 page VOZ Proposal and exercised their right to hold an interview with VOZ to further clarify their written proposal.  The Grant Proposal Review Panel found that VOZ adequately met the following criteria:

a) Management of the day-to-to day operations of a day labor hire site including intake of day laborers and employers, job placement and all other activities related to managing and operating the day labor hire site;

b) Demonstrated ability and history of working with day laborers and understanding of labor and work force issues;

c) Bi-lingual and bi-cultural skills with demonstrated ability to speak, read and write in English and Spanish;

d) Ability to maintain effective working relationships with local businesses, local neighborhood associations, local residents, local police, day laborers, employers, community organizations and labor unions in order to promote civic harmony and community participation in an effective day labor hire site;

e) Ability to acquire, negotiate and maintain a lease of a facility or location that will serve as the day labor hire site;
f) Ability to raise funds for programs and projects;
g) Ability to plan, implement and evaluate long-term program goals and strategies; and

h) Ability to track data and report on program goals, results and outcomes. 
7. In their Proposal, VOZ supplied signed letters of support from the following organizations:  Service Employees International Union (SEIU), Local 503, OPEU, Wentworth Chevrolet Subuaru, Oregon’s Farm Workers’ Union (PCUN), Oregon Law Center, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, Northwest Workers Justice Project (NWJP), Northwest Constitutional Rights Center, Catholic Charities, CAUSA, American Friends Service Committee, Portland Central America Solidarity Committee and Cross Border Labor Organizing Council, Jobs With Justice, Basic Rights Oregon, Latino Network, United Farm Workers, Immigration Counseling Service, The Center for Intercultural Organizing, University of Oregon Labor Education and Research Center, Technical Assistance for Community Services (TACS), Church of St. Francis of Assisi and 66 individuals. (Attachment 1)
8. In addition, VOZ is a member the National Day Labor Organizing Network which has executed a formal partnership with National AFL-CIO in organizing and supporting day labor hire sites around the country. 
9. On December 18, 2007 the Office of the Mayor issued a Notice of Intent to Award Grant which was sent to participating stakeholders and was posted on the Bureau of Purchases website.  
10. This Grant Agreement requires VOZ to immediately begin the process and in four (4) months either execute or make reasonable progress towards executing a Good Neighbor Agreement.
11. This Grant Agreement divides payment into two parts: 1) $100,000 immediately for start-up costs pursuant to terms detailed in Exhibit A, Section IV of this Grant Agreement; and 2) $100,000 on June 28, 2008 upon review that Grantee has adequately performed its obligations of the Grant Agreement and pursuant to terms detailed Exhibit A, Section IV of this Grant Agreement.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Mayor of Portland is hereby authorized to execute a grant agreement or any other documents necessary to allow VOZ Workers Rights Education Project to go forward with managing and operating a day labor hire site in the City of Portland.
b. The Mayor and Auditor are hereby authorized to draw and deliver warrants chargeable to the Mayor’s Office Special Projects fund in the sum of $200,000 once the grant agreement is executed. 
Section 2. The council declares that an emergency exists because a delay in authorizing the first portion of the grant funds could cause a delay in the opening of the day labor hire site.  It is the goal of the City to provide basic shelter and bathroom facilities to those in need and immediately address livability concerns of residents and businesses on the East Side as soon as possible. Additionally, summer months see an increased number of day laborers looking for work.  It will be beneficial to the neighborhoods, businesses, the City and day laborers to have the hire site fully operational by June.
	Passed by the Council: March 05, 2008
Mayor Tom Potter
Prepared by: Kevin Easton
	Gary Blackmer

Auditor of the City of Portland


By: /S/Susan Parsons
Deputy
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