ORDINANCE No. 181619
*Authorize a grant agreement with Social Venture Partners, Portland, Inc. to increase ratepayer participation in the Clean River Rewards and programs to assist low-income ratepayers. (Ordinance)
The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.
The Council finds:

1. On November 30, 2005, Council adopted Resolution No. 36361 establishing goals, guiding principles and program directives for the Clean River Incentive and Discount Program (Clean River Rewards). The Resolution directed the Bureau of Environmental Services to organize joint outreach efforts with City and community partners to reach all stormwater ratepayers and strive for full participation in the Clean River Rewards; and increase participation in the City’s low-income utility assistance program, as well as programs that qualify low-income ratepayers for earned income tax credits.
2. Social Venture Partners, Portland, Inc has a proven record of effective outreach to low-income populations, delivering financial literacy and tax preparation services through Oregon CASH, (Creating Assets, Savings and Hope).  During 2005, Oregon CASH increased its free tax preparation services by 15% in the Tri-County area; recovered 5 million dollars in earned income tax credits; increased the ranks of volunteer tax preparers by 60%, and established a successful one-stop service center at Lloyd Center.  Council approved the original grant agreement with CASH on August 23, 2006 (Ordinance #180400). 
3. During the 2005 and 2006 tax seasons, the Bureau of Environmental Services and the City of Portland Utilities worked effectively with Oregon CASH to increase outreach and public education to low-income individuals and families regarding low-income utility assistance programs and stormwater discounts.  The experience demonstrated the benefits of coordinating low-income assistance initiatives with Oregon CASH, and leveraging community outreach for Clean River Rewards by sharing operations at the one-stop service center at Lloyd Center.

4. The agreement defines a comprehensive set of services and initiatives to be carried out by the City and Oregon CASH and extends a grant of $14,000 to be provided by the City to underwrite shared service costs.  The agreement includes a commitment by Oregon CASH to match the City grant with more than $36,000 in cash and in-kind services.

5. The established cost of this grant agreement is $14,000.  Funds are available in the Sewer System Operating Fund, FY 2007-08 Budget, Bureau of Environmental Services, Center Code 14544130, Project Number 8088, Account Number 529000.
NOW, THEREFORE, the council directs:


a.
The Commissioner of Public Utilities and Auditor are authorized to execute a grant agreement with Social Venture Partners, Portland, Inc. in substantially the same form as set forth in Exhibit A of this Ordinance, in the amount of $14,000.

b.
The Mayor and Auditor are hereby authorized to draw and deliver warrants chargeable to the Sewer System Operating Fund Budget when demand is presented and approved by the proper authority.

Section 2. 
The Council declares that an emergency exists in order to gain full benefit from the facilities and services set forth in this grant agreement.  Therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.

Passed by the Council,
February 20, 2008
Gary Blackmer
Sam Adams

Commissioner of Public Utilities



Auditor of the City of Portland








By /S/Emily Matasar
Vicki Grudzinski
January 25, 2008
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