ORDINANCE No.  181574
* Authorize a $40,000 Intergovernmental Agreement with the Oregon Department of Energy to provide them with technical and marketing services for the Business Energy Tax Credit for multifamily energy efficiency projects and commercial solar projects.  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. The City of Portland’s Local Action Plan on Global Warming (Resolution No. 35995) establishes a goal of reducing local emissions of greenhouse gases by 10 percent below 1990 levels by 2010, exceeding the seven percent reduction target identified for the United States in the Kyoto Protocol.

2. The Sustainable City Principles direct City elected officials and staff to “use resources efficiently and reduce demand for natural resources, like energy. . .” and “act locally to reduce adverse global impacts of . . . ozone depletion and global warming, and support and implement innovative programs that maintain and promote Portland’s leadership as a sustainable city.”
3. The “Energy Efficiency in Buildings” element of the Local Action Plan on Global Warming establishes a goal of facilitating the installation of energy-conservation measures in 15,000 residential multifamily units by 2010.  
4. In FY 07-08, Council provided funding for the Sustainable Industries/Clean Energy Initiative, a key component of which is OSD’s solar program. The objective of the solar program is to raise the visibility of solar energy among Portland’s residents and businesses, increase the number of solar energy systems installed in the City, remove barriers to solar adoption, and support the development of a local solar industry. 
5. The Oregon Department of Energy has requested the assistance of the Office of Sustainable Development to bring state resources and programs to the hard-to-reach rental housing industry during the 2007-2009 biennium.
6. The Oregon Department of Energy has requested the assistance of the Office of Sustainable Development to market and promote the Business Energy Tax Credit (BETC) for solar energy projects to commercial property owners in the Portland metro area.
7. One of the more effective financial incentives used to support energy efficiency in rental housing is the Business Energy Tax Credit (BETC) for rental dwelling weatherization, a one or five year tax credit equaling 35 percent of the approved energy project cost. 
8. One of the more effective financial incentives used to support solar energy system installations on commercial facilities is the Business Energy Tax Credit (BETC) for renewable energy, a one or five year tax credit equaling 50 percent of the approved solar energy system project cost.
9. Through this agreement, the Office of Sustainable Development will market the Business Energy Tax Credit programs for rental dwelling weatherization to apartment owners and property managers, and then follow-up with technical and financial consultation services.
10. Through this agreement, the Office of Sustainable Development will market the Business Energy Tax Credit programs for renewable energy to commercial property owners to encourage the installation of solar energy systems in the Portland metro area.
11. Compensation for two years service is not to exceed $40,000.
12. No City match is required

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Mayor is authorized to execute an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Oregon Department of Energy, substantially similar to the attached document, to provide them with marketing and consultation services for the Business Energy Tax Credit for rental dwelling weatherization and for solar energy systems.
b. The Director of the Office of Sustainable Development is authorized to extend this contract for a period of up to 12 months and accept an increase in the contract amount of up to 50%.

Section 2. 

The Council declares that an emergency exists because delay in approval of this agreement will result in delays in the implementation of this program; therefore, this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.
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