ORDINANCE No. 181290
*Authorize an Intergovernmental Agreement with Multnomah County to designate the Multnomah Youth Commission as an official youth advisory body to the City of Portland and Portland City Council (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. The City of Portland provides many services which directly impact the lives of young people including Parks and Recreation, the Schools Uniting Neighborhoods program (SUN), Children’s Investment Fund (CHIF), Emergency Management and Disaster Relief services, Police & Fire services.
 

2. The City of Portland recognizes that children and youth under age 18, who number 113,633 in our County and account for 21.1% of our population do not have voting powers and thus are often denied the opportunity to influence decisions that affect their lives. 

 

3. That according to the 1997 CCFC Time for Success Youth Asset Survey, only 23% of young people feel wanted and needed in their community.
 

4. That according to Youth Service America, only 37% of American adults believe today's children, once grown, will make the world a better place. 
5. That according to the Hampton Youth Commission’s Shaping the Future: Working Together, Changing Communities 2007 report, 9 out of 10 youth would get involved if someone asked.
 

6. That according to the US Conference of Mayors, 90% of students believe the interaction of public officials with young people builds civic engagement. 
 

7. The City of Portland currently provides many opportunities for people to engage in city decision-making, however, the City does not currently have an official youth advisory body by which to obtain youth feedback and build youth involvement. 
8. The City of Portland created a Youth Planner Program in 2006-2007 following the City’s adoption of the Children’s Bill of Rights to create opportunities for youth input in City policies (e.g, the Comprehensive Plan update).
 

9. Multnomah County’s Commission on Children, Families, and Community established a Youth Advisory Board in 1996 to “help provide a voice for youth.”  In 2002, the Youth Advisory Board voted to change its name to the Multnomah Youth Commission and work to engage young people in policy-level discussions and programs. The Multnomah Youth Commission currently represents a large and broad sample of the County’s diverse youth population.  It is composed of young people ages 13-21 from middle schools, high schools and colleges throughout Multnomah County and the City of Portland.
 

10. Young people who are not old enough to vote have no formal way to contribute their opinions to civic dialogue.  The Multnomah Youth Commission promotes positive youth involvement in County government through a variety of youth-led projects and efforts and could serve as a resource for the City of Portland. The Multnomah Youth Commission has been instrumental in identifying the concerns and needs of the children and youth in Multnomah County, as well as meeting with various Multnomah County Board members to collect valuable information relevant to policy advisement and its involvement within city government could be equally helpful.
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. That the City of Portland involves children and youth in decision-making and other review processes and to take the views of children and youth into consideration when making decisions, and promote this involvement throughout City bureaus and offices.
 

b. That the City of Portland designates the Multnomah Youth Commission as the official youth citizen advisory body for the City of Portland.
 

c. That the City of Portland enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement with Multnomah County so the City and County may utilize the Multnomah Youth Commission as a joint youth policy advisory body.
 

d. That the City of Portland, through the current Youth Planner program will provide the support for this joint endeavor.
 

Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists so the City of Portland can begin participation without further delay; therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by Council.

Passed by Council: September 19, 2007 

GARY BLACKMER
Mayor Tom Potter





Auditor of the City of Portland

       By/S/April Murphy
 

Prepared by: Liesl Wendt                                                                                        Deputy
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