35843

City Council Testimony - November 17, 1999
David Sweet
2121 NE 9%+ Avenue

Portland faces a series of difficult choices. We need to decide how we’re going to prevent
Combined Sewer Overflows into the Willamette River. We need to decide what measures we will
take to protect our endangered salmon and steelhead, and keep them a part of this community of
life. Our decisions are complicated. Whatever we choose will involve sacrifices, by us and by our
children, in order to create a healthier place to live. Our choices will involve complex negotiations
with others, the State in the former case, the Federal Government in the latter. Nevertheless,
these are our decisions to make, and we will make them as a community — as long as it’s OK with
Mitsubishi, Shell Oil, Daimler-Chrysler, and Walmart.

Because under accords alteady in place within the North American Free Trade Agreement, and
others proposed by the World Trade Organization, any of these or 44,000 other trans-national
corporations can take away our tight to choose if they find that our choices limit their plans for
profit. The Canadian government has already paid Ethyl Corporation, a US based chemical
company, $13 million 1n compensation for having the temerity to ban MMT, a known neurotoxin.
Meanwhile, Methanex Corporation of British Columbna is suing the State of California for banning
MTBE, a gasoline additive and suspected carcinogen that has already contaminated the drinking
water supplies of at least 300 communities. These are corporations, suing governments, for doing
their job — protecting the health of the people they represent.

NAFTA and the WTO tepresent something new in the world of governance. Every other
constitution on the earth is based on the rights of people, individually and collectively. These new
shadow governments have constitutions based not on the rights of people, but on the rights of
money — on the rights of hedge funds, corporations, and investors who direct the wotldwide pool
of capital. In his book, The Lexus and the Olive Tree, Thomas Friedman, who likes these folks, calls
them “the electronic heard.” Think cattle. Think stampede. Think of an international heard
stampeding over our right to protect our place. Our people.

In less than two weeks, the WTO convenes its ministerial in Seattle. There the electronic heard
will initiate a new campaign to give the rights of money even greater hegemony over the rights of
people. Today, you can send them a message that we will not be trampled.

Now I know it’s not very fashionable to oppose “Free Trade.” Great marketing in that term.
Who’s against freedom? What could be wrong with removing “barriers to trade?” Let me suggest
to you that “barriers to trade” sometimes go by other names. Sometimes we call them “human
rights,” “environmental protection,” “child labor laws,” “minimum wage,” “affirmative action,”
or, in the case of AT&T, “open access.” Human markets are subject to all sorts of societal
controls, usually aimed at maintaining social cohesion. Governments impose regulations that may
restrict markets, as part of their pnimary duty, which is to provide security for their citizens.

Adoption of the resolution before you is no more than an assertion by this Council of your right
and your responsibility to govern this city. We expect no less of you.



Dear Mayor Katz:

It has come to my attention that Commissioner Erik Sten will soon 3 J
introduce 5!
a resolution regarding the Multilateral Agreement on Investment. The 3

resolution would make Portland a "MAI-Free zone", joining us with such
cities as Seattle, San Francisco, Olympia and Oakland. I hope Portland
will

follow suit.

As a citizen of Southwest Portland with a deep commitment to livable
neighborhoods, a clean environment, and a healthy economy that nurtures
locally-owned, community-oriented businesses, I am deeply concerned about
.the MAI and the overall trend towards economic globalization. Far from
belng

an esoteric, faraway concept, it stands as a direct threat to Portlanders'
ablllty to make decisions about such key issues as land usf, %#ter quality
or contracting provisions. The MAI is designed to eliminate local laws
that

stand in the way of foreign investors making maximum profit. That means
absentee investors -- who may never have even visited Portland and who
have

no reason to be interested in issues such as livability or affordable
housing here -- will have the backing of an international tribunal to
challenge any local ordinance they find offensive. And that tribunal can
levy fines or other sanctions to punish the citizens of Portland until
those

ordinances are lifted.
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The MAI concept has been around for several years without being
implemented.

But is is likely to be re-introduced (by Japan and the European Union) for
consideration at the upcoming World Trade Organization ministerial which
begins next month in Seattle. I find it significant that the host city for
the WTO meeting has passed a resolution against the Multilateral Agreement
on Investment.

The Portland area has built itself an international reputation for taking
key strategic steps towards sustainability. The MAX light rail line, the
regional greenspaces bond measure, development of mixed-income housing
such

yas that going up in the River District, encouragement of a vibrant network
of neighborhood associations -- the list goes on and on. But under the
MAI,

our momentum in building one of the world's most livable major cities
could

well be knocked dead by global economic forces.

I appreciate your consideration of this issue and urge you to vote to make
Portland a "MAI-free zone" when commissioner Sten's resolution comes up
for

a vote.

Henry Sessions
2634 S.W. Boundary St.
Portland, OR 97201
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Globalist

Scheme
Exposed

The internationalists
have hatched no better
scheme whereby to sur-
render U.S. national
sovereignty than the
North American Free
Trade Agreement. It
would assign decisions
regarding U.S. law to
an.appointed 90-man
board, which would be
free to disregard the

_Constitution. g
) -, QU TOTER ShgTLcET !
+ HBYJAMES M. TUCKZR.JR

The North Amencan Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) 18 not a *free-
trade” accord but a sovereignty-sur-
render document. ¢

NAFTA is written in confusing,
contradictory terms, so it has been
decided that an international, 90-
man “Free Trade Commission® will
decide what it really says, or deter-
mune the “intent.”

Each nation will appoint 30 men
to the commission. A majority would
decide what NAI'TA says, or what
they want 1t to say. President Bill
Clinton's selections are not subject to
Senate confirmation.

VOTE THEIR POCKET
And who would the president se-

lect? At one point, the White House

planned to name 1ts 30 men on the
theory that these lununanes would
promote ratification Suddenly, the
White House decided to keep the
names, sources said, secret for two
reasons Pt

* Many of them will be members
of or lackeys of the Trilateral Com-
mission and Bilderberg group, two
secret organizations of international
financiers and pohiticans who craft-
ed NAFTA and the European Union.

» Still others will be former high
officials of the Commerce Depart-
ment and other agencies who have
dealt wath trade policies but go on
the payroll of the Mexican govern-
ment or business interests. Sumply
put, these “American representa-
tives” will vote for the interests of

confusing and contradictory lan-

guage, the 90-man commission, of
which most or all of the eri-

cans will be follo e Trilateral-
* Bilderbe: agena‘a ;or world govern-

ment, will decide what it actually
says.
ere i3 no appeal, to the U.Si‘

Supreme Court ,
the decisions this commission w1
make. And the commission will
make thousands of decisions in the
years ahead

This surrender of the role of
Congress, the executive and judicial
branches and of state governments
was deliberately ignored when Presi-
dent Clinton (Bilderberger and Tri-
lateralist) and former presidents
George Bush (Tnlateralist), Jummy
Carter (Trilateralist) and Jerry Ford
(Bilderberger) stood together at the
White House to extol NAFTA.

The treaty text makes a mockery

" of the weak claims of NAFTA back-

ers that America must send jobs to
Mexico so illegal aliens will stop
sneaking across the border to work

here.

In fact, the treaty calls for allow-
ing free immigration—for rendenng
the Border Patrol moot:

*Each party shall, within two
years of the date of entry into force
of this agreement, ehminate any citi-
zenship or permanent residency re-
quirement.” (Vol. 1, Chap. 12, page
5.)

The treaty goes far beyond aumply
removing trade barners It actually
negates federal, state and local laws
Under the Constitution, treaty
agreements are the supreme law.

Minnesota state legslators, for ex-

ample,.produced a list of 30 state
laws that NAFTA would overturn.
- Thus, NAFTA is a document that
overnides national and state laws at
the whim of the super-commssion
and ehminates national boundanes.

Dawvid Rockefeller, founder of the
Trilateral Commussion, who shares
power with the Rothschilds of
Britain and Europe 1n the semior
Bilderberg group, has publicly stated
his goal of extending NAFTA
throughout the Western Hemai-
sphere. A

Thus, NAFTA is to become the
“American Union,” similar to the
“European Union * A “Pacific Union”
is to become the third major regional
government of the world, malang the
global government of the United Na-
tions easier to admunister. [ ]

NAFTA is part of a
pattern of Constitution
busting going back to as
early as 1913. Here is the
shameful history of Con-
gress’s un-constitutional
abdication of power.

"I besieve it is my duty to my
country to love i

its constitution, £o obey its

to_support

laws, to respect its flaz, .

and to defend it ageinst

all enewies," American's Creed.
1
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their pocket and Mexico
With the NAFTA text wntten 1n

- America Threatened

by Trade Pac

Neizhborhoods Protective A;scciation,
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Resolution No.

Express . the City of Portland’s support for the inclusion of provisions in global
trade agreements that protect or enhance the ability of national, state and local
governments to protect human rights, increase environmental protections, and
improve labor laws and standards. (Resolution) .

WHEREAS, on November 30, 1999, trade ministers from throughout the world will meet
1n Seattle at a WTO summit to discuss potential amendments to existing international
trade agreements, and

WHEREAS, increased global cooperation and commumcation has the potential to
improve both the prospects for peace and the basic standards of living in the United
States and abroad, and

WHEREAS, global trade plays a central role in the economic hfe of the City of Portland,
and

WHEREAS, untapped opportunities exist to utilize international trade agreements as
vehicles for protecting human nights, enhancing environmental protections, and
improving labor laws and standards, and

WHEREAS, the United States government, through the Orgamzation for Economic
Development (OECD) has participated 1n the negotiation of the Multilateral Agreement
on Investment (MAI), and

WHEREAS, in spite of the suspension of work on the MAT under the auspices of the
OECD, attempts have been made to revive some MAI provisions in the upcoming WTO
negotiations; and

WHEREAS, state and local governments have utilized their powers in the marketplace in
order to promote living wages, anti-discrimination 1n employment, local economic
development, and basic human rights at home and abroad, and

WHEREAS, many citizens have expressed the fear that provisions discussed 1n
international trade negotiations could restrict the ability of state, county and city
governments to prohibit contracts with entities that violate international human nghts,
labor and environmental laws, and

WHEREAS, governmental entities like the City of Portland are currently allowed to
regulate within their jurisdiction in order to protect the environment, and

WHEREAS, under some interpretations, provisions that surfaced in the draft MAI could,
if inserted 1nto new trade agreements, undermine the ability of local, state, and national
governments to ensure protection of environmental resources, and
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WHEREAS the National Association of Counties passed a resolution that “urges the
Administration not to agree to any provisions in the MAI draft text or similar provisions
of any international agreement that would preempt local government’s authority or abihity
to regulate activities within 1ts junsdiction”, and

WHEREAS orgamzed labor, environmental groups, community economic development
orgamizations, and faith-based orgamzations oppose aspects of the MAI agreements under
review by the WTO 1n Seattle, and

WHEREAS, draft MAI provisions have been interpreted by some to create a dispute
resolution mechanism for investors against governments that would be both external to
the Umited States federal court system and unrestricted by existing judicial interpretations
of Umted States Constitutional principles, and

WHEREAS, international trade agreement discussions have taken place with a noticeable
absence of comment and advice from potentially affected citizens, state and local
governments, now, therefore, be 1t

RESOLVED, that the City Council of Portland, Oregon:

1) Supports increased global cooperation and communication as a means of
improving both the prospects for peace and the standard of hving at home and
abroad, and

2) Secks to protect and enhance the authority of national, state, and local
governments to pass laws related to human nghts, environmental protection,
and fair labor standards and practices, and

3) Supports local efforts to provide business incentives and encourage the
development of small and historically underutilized minority- and women-
owned businesses, and

4) Encourages the Oregon congressional delegation and the Office of the Unmited
States Trade Representative to support these basic values 1n the context of any
international trade agreement negotiations, and

5) Opposes any provisions of international trade agreements that would have the
effect of eroding human rights, environmental protection, or fair labor
standards and practices

Adopted by Council GARY BLACKMER
NOV 17 1999 Auditor of the City of Portland
By - ~
Bt olsano
Commussioner Enk Sten Deputy

November 17, 1999
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protect or enhance the abihity of national, state and local governments to protect human nghts, increase
environmental protections, and improve labor laws and standards (Resolution)

INTRODUCED BY DATE FILED

NOV 12 1999

_g ‘#Cb\ Gary Blackmer
Auditor of the City of Portland
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Affairs By 44 _‘b_w BRI
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Budget Impact Review

Completed Not Required

Bureau Head
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AS FOLLOWS
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Crity Attomey Saltzman Saltzman

V-
City Auditor Sten Sten /

City Engineer Katz Katz
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