35769

RESOLUTION No.

Support proposed state-wide legislation that specifically 1dentifies “road rage” aggressive
actions, as heightened criminal offenses (Resolution)

WHEREAS, “road rage™ 1s a growing concern for Portland residents Just last week an
alleged “road rage™ incident resulted in the death of an innocent woman

WHEREAS, “road rage”. 1s defined as operating a vehicle with reckless disregard for
the rights of others or in a manner that endangers any person or property

WHEREAS, “road rage” 1s reaching epidemic proportions across the country The
National Highway Traffic Safety Admimistration (NHTSA) estimates acts
of ““road rage™ at least partially account for nearly two-thirds of traffic-
related deaths and one-third of crashes nationally

WHEREAS, this problem will continue to worsen as our roads become more congested,
with more vehicles traveling more miles each year Locally, with
increasing population and employment, Portland and the rest of the region
will see a substantial increase 1n the demand on the transportation system
Portland’s vehicle miles traveled 1s projected to increase 27 percent from
1993 to 2010 (from the Portland Office of Transportation’s Strategic Plan,
1996-2001)

WHEREAS, Oregon 1s joining several states trying to pass legislation targeting acts of
“road rage” aggression for increased criminal penalties

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Portland. Oregon. finds that
acts of “road rage” should be identified for independent criminal sanction and supports
state-wide legislation towards that end
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