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RESOLUTION No.

Establish a standardized affordable housing exemption policy for City System Development Charges to
provide equal access to exemptions for all developers of affordable housing.

WHEREAS, the City of Portland is the nation’s second least affordable housing market;

WHEREAS, the City of Portland continues to support the development of affordable housing as an
important policy goal;

WHEREAS, each year approximately 20 percent of the City's direct financial assistance to multi-family
affordable housing goes to pay city System Development Charges (SDCs);

WHEREAS, basic shelter is required before citizens can enjoy the benefits of the city’s water, sewer,
parks and transportation systems;

WHEREAS, a task force comprised of representatives from City bureaus that employ SDCs, the City
Attorney’s Office and the Office of Finance and Administration have recently studied the legal and fiscal issues
involved in exempting affordable housing from city SDCs;

WHEREAS, current SDC for the Office of Transportation (Transportation) provides affordable housing
exemptions for non-profit developers, but not for-profit developers;

WHEREAS, the current SDC for the Bureau of Parks and Recreation (Parks) provides affordable
housing exemptions for non-profit developers and a credit pool for for-profit developers;

WHEREAS, the Housing Preservation Ordinance requires that affordable housing projects funded by the
City of Portland remain affordable for at least 60 years; and

WHEREAS, the City Council considers changes to SDC charges each year as part of the city’s budget
process.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED Council declares its intention to establish a standardized
exemption for all city System Development Charges (SDCs) that would provide equal access to affordable
housing exemptions for all developers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the current criteria for exempting non-profit housing from the Parks
and Transportation SDCs, which is 60 percent of the area Median Family Income (MFT) for rental housing and
100 percent of MFI for homeownership, shall be the criteria for exemption from all SDCs for all developers of
affordable housing; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all projects receiving affordable housing exemptions shall be subject to
the 60-year affordability requirement of the Affordable Housing Preservation Ordinance; and



R
39747
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Council directs Transportation, the Bureau of Water Works and the

Bureau of Environmental Services to submit amendments to their SDC ordinances in compliance with the
policy directions of this resolution as part of their budget proposals for Fiscal Year 99-00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Council directs the Parks Bureau to submit amendments to their
SDC ordinance in compliance with the policy direction of this resolution upon implementation of the
commercial portion of the Parks SDC.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Council directs staff from the Office of Finance and Administration
and the City Attorney’s Office to work with the affected bureaus to resolve outstanding legal and fiscal issues
related to SDC exemptions as SDC ordinances are being prepared for submission.

Commissioner Sten BARBARA CLARK
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