RESOLUTION No. 39 629

Declare support for continued funding of the Natonal Endowment for the Arts in FY 1998 (Resolution)

WHEREAS, the arts are cnitical to the quality of life and livability of our communiues, and

WHEREAS, the NEA makes 1t possible for millions of school children including at-risk youth to participate and enjoy the arts
and improve overall student learning, instill self-esteem and discipline and provide creative outlets for self expression

WHEREAS, the NEA ensures accessibility to the arts for everyone - to enjoy_and practice. The NEA helps make the arts
affordable to the average person, who otherwise would be faced with unaffordable tickets and parucipation fees, and

WHEREAS, the NEA s responsible for building the cultural infrastructure of our country Over the last 30 years, the NEA
has made 1t possible for cultural institutions to better serve the needs of our unique communities The $99 5 million
invested in the NEA by the federal government is used by non-profit art groups to leverage almost 11 tumes that
amount for the highest quality arts programs in the world The arts sumulate new business investment, attract
tourism dollars and spur urban renewal, and

WHEREAS, cultural agencies that receive NEA grants are required to match federal monies, and in some cases, three or four
to one This national recognition serves as a fundraising catalyst in our communttes, and

WHEREAS, the non-profit arts industry supports 1 3 million jobs annually $36 8 billion in economic activity and returns
$3 4 billion in income taxes, and

WHEREAS, the arts attract new tourism dollars -- the fastest growing economic market in the country today Cultural
tourism is repeatedly cited by visitors as the leading reason for visiting a community, and

WHEREAS, the arts enjoy bi-partisan support at the federal, state and local level. 100 percent of state governments and 100
percent of the 50 largest cities provide public funding for the arts, and

WHEREAS, there 1s a need to maintain a strong federal, state and local partnership. A tremendous domino effect would
occur If the federal government’s role in public funding for the arts were to dramatically change A delicate balance
exists in public support for the arts among all three levels of government

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Portland resolves to support continged funding for the National
Endowment for the Arts in FY 1998 and strongly urges Oregon’s Congressional delegation to work to preserve this
National asset .
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