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» The Health Division has reviewed the report "Comprehensive Evaluation of

Alternatives to Corrosion Control Treatment”, and has participated 1n discussions
regarding the vanous options available The Division feels Option 5, minimal water
treatment combined with lead paint abatement 1n older homes, 1s the best alternative

In our role as the primary regulatory agency for state and federal drinking water
standards, we are responsible for evaluating the Portland Water Bureau's final plan
for meeting rules on lead and copper 1n water and for determining if this plan meets
the rule requirements In addition, the Division has a broader responsibility for public
health 1n Oregon, beyond simply meeting requirements for safe drninking water This
leads us to consider and support 1ssues of overall spending of public resources to
obtain the maximum public health benefit for the community as a whole

Of the five alternatives presented, we are most supportive of Option 5, minimal
corrosion control treatment of the water supply combined with lead paint mitigation

This option presents the dual advantages of reducing lead and copper levels 1n the
drinking water community-wide and of addressing 1n a meaningful way the much
more serious and site-specific problems of lead exposure, especially to children, from
lead-based paint 1n older homes in the community We recogmze that this option
probably will not provide the maximal reduction possible 1n lead levels 1n drinking
water at the customer tap that could be achieved with intensive chemical treatment of
the water supply However, Option 5 will put the cost savings associated with less
intensive treatment of the water supply toward reducing the largest lead exposure
problem 1n our commumty It makes sense, and we are prepared to support this
option as meeting the dnnking water standards 1f you choose to select 1t

We recognize the Water Bureau for their efforts in commissioning and managing the
study, involving the stakeholders, and facilitating discussion of the alternatives We
have appreciated the opportunity to participate in this process and to discuss
alternatives by the Water Quality Advisory Commattee We look forward to further
discussions with you as you choose a final course of action

Smcerely,

Grant nggm@ MD, MPH

Physician e s‘i;Q
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35431

RESOLUTION No.
' Timited

Direct the Bureau of Water Works to construct a’corrosion control treatment facility and further
develop and evaluate a lead hazard reduction program for Lead and Copper Rule
comphance (Resolution)

WHEREAS, the EPA’s National Primary Drinking Water Regulations for lead and copper
(the Lead and Copper Rule) require large systems such as Portland’s to mimimize
lead and copper 1n drinking water with optimal corrosion control treatment by
January 1, 1997, and

WHEREAS, 1n June 1994, the Council approved a strategy for comphance with the Lead
and Copper Rule that included design of corrosion control treatment facihities, a
study to investigate alternatives for comphance, and a decision regarding
construction of facilities based on the results of the study, and

WHEREAS, the study developed and evaluated several alternatives, one of which includes
1) the concept of a lead hazard reduction program to reduce lead-based paint and
other sources that cause lead poisoning 1n the Portland area along with 2) a program
to reduce lead and copper levels in drinking water wath limited corrosion control
treatment, water testing and public education, and

WHEREAS, this alternative has the potential to provide a greater public health benefit at
a lower cost than corrosion control treatment as specified in the Lead and Copper
Rule, and

WHEREAS, the development and implementation of this alternative 1s supported by the
State Health Officer, the Multnomah, Washington, and Clackamas County Health
Officers, the Water Quality Advisory Commuttee, and the Water Managers Advisory
Board

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council directs the Bureau of
Water Works to construct a corrosion control treatment facility and further develop
and evaluate a lead hazard reduction program for Lead and Copper Rule

compliance
ADOPTPED! by the Council, AUG 09 1995 BARBARA CLARK
Auditor of the City of Portland
By @, IS
Commussioner Lindberg 6),:&1«1 ep%ty
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