ORDINANCE No.  179842 
*
Require owners or operators of residential rental properties who provide heat to tenants to maintain an indoor temperature of not less than 68 degrees Fahrenheit at all times  (Ordinance; amend Code Chapter 29.30)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. City code is an important tool with which tenants can protect themselves from exploitation by enterprising landlords. 

2. It is in the public interest for the City to provide protection against cold housing, as it is a problem linked with both lower health status and increased health care visits. 

3. Metro Multifamily Housing Association requires tenants to keep heat between 60 and 80 degrees at all time to avoid dampness and moisture problems that accompany cold housing and lead to the growth of mold and mildew, which are asthma and allergy triggers.

4. A significant portion of tenant complaints in the City are concerning inadequate heat or heating equipment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. Chapter 29.30 of the Portland City Code is hereby amended as outlined in Exhibit A, amending sections 29.30.180

b. The Office of Neighborhood Involvement shall provide enforcement of this ordinance in accordance with its previous and current duties.

Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists because it is in the public interest that the provisions of this ordinance be immediately applied to all residents living in dwellings with heat provided by the owner or manager from this date forward.

Commissioner Randy Leonard

S. Petrocine

December 12, 2005
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