ORDINANCE No.  179757
Authorize grant application for the Johnson Creek/Crystal Springs Land Acquisition to the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, in the amount of $210,000  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.  The Council finds:

1. Natural resource management is a key concern for the Portland Region in general, and for Portland Parks and Recreation in particular.

2. To improve habitat and restore native plant, aquatic and terrestrial species, Portland Parks and Recreation (PP&R) works to protect, preserve, restore and enhance habitat in Portland’s natural areas.

3. A willing seller, Spani, has two lots with a total area of 1.02 acres or 44,431 square feet in the Johnson Creek Watershed.  Significant portions of the property are located within the Johnson Creek 100-year floodplain.  Except for a very small portion of the property, development throughout this portion of the property is prohibited.  

4. PP&R wishes to acquire the Spani property, which is adjacent to and connects publicly owned properties.  To the north is Johnson Creek Park (City of Portland) and to the south is the Springwater Corridor (Metro/City of Portland).  The location of the property between these two public places makes it ideal for acquisition and placing into the public domain to be maintained and managed in perpetuity.  The property owners have listed the property at $255,000.

5. The Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) offers grant funding for land acquisition.  PP&R has prepared a grant application to submit to OWEB requesting funding in the amount of $210,000 to acquire the Spani properties. 

6. Total project cost is $282,500.  OWEB requires a minimum 25% match for restoration projects.  PP&R’s match for this project includes $72,500 cash match (available in Park SDC Habitat Acquisition Fund Balance).  OWEB funding will provide the necessary investment for this land acquisition to occur.

NOW THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Mayor is hereby authorized to make an application to Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) in the amount of $210,000.

Passed by the Council: November 23, 2005

GARY BLACKMER
Commissioner Saltzman




Auditor of the City of Portland

Prepared by:
Riley Whitcomb:kmg



By  /S/ Susan Parsons
October 25, 2005
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