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What is River Renaissance?

……………reconciling city and nature.

River Renaissance is……..

Restored bank at 
Terminal 4

Bioswale at South 
Waterfront

Ecoroof at Hamilton 
West apartments



Reconciling city and nature requires that we…….

Understand 
Systems

Design and 
Collaborate

Manage for Multiple 
Objectives
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River Renaissance is……..

……reaffirming our identity and sense of place.



Reaffirming our identity and sense of place………

…..means good planning and seizing opportunities.

South Waterfront Greenway Trail

South Waterfront District



Reaffirming our identity and sense of place………

…..means good planning and seizing opportunities.

St. Johns Plan

Willamette Industrial 
Urban Renewal Plan

Redevelopment at Terminal 4



Reaffirming our identity and sense of place………

…..means good planning and seizing opportunities.

Interpretive Art –
South Waterfront

Water Taxis Prominent Bridgeheads



Reaffirming our identity and sense of place………

…..means good planning and seizing opportunities.

Pleasant Valley 
Plan District

Headwaters at 
Tryon Creek

Green Streets

Pleasant Valley 
Illustrative Plan

Habitat Creation Plan -
Ross Island



Bridgehead

Reaffirming our identity and sense of place………

…..means good planning and seizing opportunities.

The River Plan Industrial Districts Atlas The Freeway Loop 
Study



River Renaissance is……

……creating a new way of doing business.

Partnerships among 
bureaus

Partnerships with the 
community

Partnerships with other 
agencies



Creating a new way of doing business means…….

……providing a common framework for “entrepreneurial” action.

?

Portland Boat House

Heron Point Wetland 
Renewal Project

Redevelopment at Terminal 4

DaVinci Middle School BioswaleSwan Island Trail Project







What is the River Renaissance Strategy?

Measuring Progress and Success:
A Template for an Annual State of the River Report

MEASURES

Jobs Habitat

Recreation



1.Portland's established and emerging industries grow.

To measure progress we will track the job growth in target industries and 
the manufacturing sector within the working harbor and Columbia 
Corridor industrial areas.

MEASURE:

Where are we at now?
Covered Employment in 2002 in the Portland 
Harbor and Columbia Corridor districts:

Jobs
Manufacturing 20,468
Target Industries

Metals Mfg. 6,908
Transp. Equipment Mfg. 3,221
High Tech Mfg. 2,086
Distribution & Logistics 27,069

What is the River Renaissance Strategy?
OUTCOME:

We will know we’re making progress toward achieving a prosperous
working harbor if Portland's established and emerging industries grow.



1.Portland's established and emerging industries grow.

To measure progress we will survey how often people experience being 
out on the water.

MEASURE:

Where are we at now?

What is the River Renaissance Strategy?
OUTCOME:

We will know we’re making progress toward achieving an inviting and 
active “front yard” if more people experience being out on the water.

48% of people interviewed in a 1999 
survey had been out on a boat on the 
Willamette River in Portland during the 
last five years.



1.Portland's established and emerging industries grow.

To measure progress we will track the % of sample stream sites rated as 
severely impaired, marginally impaired, or acceptable for fish habitat. 

MEASURE:

Where are we at now?

What is the River Renaissance Strategy?
OUTCOME:

We will know we’re making progress toward achieving a clean and 
healthy river if healthier populations of native fish and wildlife use the 
river and streams for rearing, migration and year-round habitat.

Stream sites (21 total):

67% = Severely Impaired

33% = Marginally Impaired

0% =   Acceptable 



ACTIONS

What is the River Renaissance Strategy?









What’s Next?



What’s Next?

Willamette Industrial 
Urban Renewal Plan

Industrial Districts Atlas



What’s Next?

The River Plan



What’s Next?

The North Reach
The River Plan



What’s Next?



What’s Next?

Green Streets Program

Water-based 
Recreation Needs 

StudyStream and Bank 
Restoration

Planning for the 
Columbia Corridor

River City 
Celebration



“It can be a renaissance that gives greater meaning to 
Portland’s Promise to be that unique place on this 
planet where a large growing city and nature 
coexist…”

MAYOR VERA KATZ 
STATE OF THE CITY SPEECH, 2001
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