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From my eKpenence es Cnme Prevention Coordinetor 1n 1nner 
southeest Port1end, I bel1eve thet e ben on elcohol, eKcept by permit, 
would decreese the emount of vendel1sm, n01se end v101ence 1n end eround 
the parks. The ebuse of elcohol1n c1ty perks 1s the root ceuse of much of 
the cnme end d1 sorder. 

Ten of the eleven perks 1n the ne1ghborhoods I serve heve hed 
elcohol benned, perk by perk, with1n the the lest two yeers, most of them 
1n 1966. In most ceses th1s ect10n came es e result of e ne1ghborhood 
request. Neighbors eround eechperk met to discuss the s1tuetion, sought 
support from the ne1ghborhood associetion end the locel prec1nct 
commender end pet1t10ned the Perk Bureeu to 1nst1tute the ben. 
Neighbors report e substent1el decreese in problems, pert1culerly et n1ght. 
District officers elso heve reported fewer problems. 

The issue is not use of elcohol per se, but the ebuse of elcohol to 
the degree thet 1s keeps ca1zens from using the perks, end ceuses chronic 
disturbences in the neighborhood. While a mey seem unfeir to some to ben 
elcohol completely 1n the perks, we must we1gh the right of the 1nd1v1duel 
to drink 1n the perks ege1nst the severe neget1ve impect on the community 
from the ebuse of elcohol. 

Beceuse the benn1ng of elcohol perk by perk hes ceused confus10n 
for the cit1zens end the pol1ce, e reg10nw1de ben 1s necessery. The people 
of Portlend heve demonstreted thet they cere ebout the perks end ere 
will1ng to teke the steps necessery to protect them end keep them sefe for 
the communi ty. 

I strongly urge thet you vote to ben elcohol, eKcept by perm1t 1n ell 
c1ty parks. 
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Marion Philips, 2606 SE Salmon, Portland, Oregon 97214 

Testimony to the Portland City Council Supporting the Ban of Alcohol 

in All Public City Parks. 

I am here today to testify in favor of banning alcohol in city parks. 

As a member of the SE Crime Prevention Policy Committee and a member 

of the Board of the Buckman Neighborhood Association, I report to you 

that the Boards of both groups unanimously support this ban. meturn 

these parks to the men, women, and children of this city who long to 

use them as they were intended to be used. The tax paying citizens 

of this city payed for these parks and we want them back. 

As you may know, several parks in Buckman have had alcohol banned 

from them after petitioning by neighbors. Informal polling of 

neighbors by Board members who live across from two parks where 

alcohol was banned, namely Colonel Summers and Sewallcrest, attest to 

the vast improvement in the park environment and the increase in use 

by all ages. One Board member living near SewaYcrest Park said, 

"Parents use the park with their children more frequently since the 

ban of alcohol. Parents inform those who attempt to drink there, 

'This park is posted,' and point to the sign." 

As a private citizen and homeowner I am here to report my experiences 

with Portland parks during recent years. My husband and I have been 

residents of the city of Portland for the past 21 years. When we 

returned from a sabbatical in 1985, we thought it would be fun to 

live downtown near Portland State where my husband is a Professor of 

Philosophy and close to my clients in the downtown business 



district. We rented an apartment on the fourth floor of a nice 

building overlooking the Lovejoy Fountain. From March to November 

there was continuous drinking by basically the same crowd who 

gathered underneath the pavillion near the fountain. I never went to 

sit near the fountain because I was afraid of that crowd. From my 

apartment, I saw the fountain used as a urinal, a place to wash 

clothing, and a bathtub. The bushes around the fountain gave off a 

stench of urine during dry weather. The noise from these drunks 

prevented us from opening our windows on nice days, and kept us awake 

at nights. Their arguments were filled with loud profanities that 

pierced our double-paned windows; their physical fights were so bad 

that we called the police on several occassions. I saw weapons, I 

saw what looked like drug deals. I called Commissioner Lindberg's 

office three times to complain, and was told that even the Parks 

Department groundskeepers did not like to go into many downtown 

parks. 

I was afraid to use the little convenience store near my apartment 

because there were frequently dangerous looking transients purchasing 

alcohol there. My work was downtown, but I was reluctant to walk 

there because of the drunken crowds at the Lovejoy Fountain, the 

Forecourt Fountain, and on the benches on the paths connecting these 

fountains. In the evening, I was reluctant to take the paths from 

our apartment to the KOIN Center Cinema or the Civic Auditorium, even 

in the presence of my husband. But our biggest disappointment was 

when we realized we would never buy an apartment in downtown, though 

this had been our plan for some years. We were totally discouraged 

by the unsafe environment in and around downtown, particularly in the 

parks. I urge each of you to vote for banning alcohol in the city 

parks. Thank you. 



CllYOF 
MIle Undberg. Commissioner 

1220 S.W. Fifth Ave. 
z PORTLAND, OREGON Portland, OR 97204 

(503) 24&4145 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
 

April 14, 1989 

To: Mary Howard, Council Clerk tYJTl-
From: Commissioner Mike Lindberg 
Re: Time Certain Request 

I write requesting that the proposed ordinance banning the 
possession and consumption of alcohol in City Parks be 
heard in City Council on Wednesday, April 26, at lOam. 
Thank you. 

aa 
attachment 
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ORDINANCE NO jJ~1R:-l7 

*Ban possession or consumption of alcohol in the parks, except by 
permit (Ordinance, amend Code Section 20.12.040) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council finds: 

1.	 The parks of the City of Portland are valuable 
resources to the community, providing the public with 
settings for constructive recreation, entertainment and 
contemplation. 

2.	 The parks of the City of Portland should be safe and 
inviting to individuals, families and groups. 

3.	 The excessive consumption of alcohol by some park users 
is a primary cause of behavior problems in parks, 
including noise, vandalism, anti-social acts, litter, 
harassment, and reckless driving. These problems have 
a negative impact on other park users and neighbors, 
making the parks less safe and inviting than they 
should be. 

4.	 Banning possession or consumption of alcohol in parks, 
except by permit, was supported by the public during 
hearings held on the issue. 

5.	 The banning of the possession or consumption of alcohol 
in the parks, except by permit, will provide a safer 
and more inviting atmosphere in the parks, and will 
provide park officials and police officers with an 
effective tool in responding to alcohol-related park 
problems. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a.	 PCC 20.12.040 is repealed and replaced by a new section 
20.12.040: 

20.12.040 Alcoholic Beverage 

It is unlawful for any person to sell, 
possess or consume any alcoholic beverage in 
any park, except by permit issued by the 
Commissioner in Charge of the Bureau of Parks 
and Recreation or by the Commissioner's 
authorized designee. A permit granted under 
this section may contain such conditions as, 
in the discretionary judgment of the 
Commissioner or the Commissioner's designee, 
will promote the preservation of the parks 
for the peaceful enjoyment of the public at 
large. 



ORDINANCE No.
 
" f 

Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists 
in that immediate effectiveness of this Ordinance is necessary 
for the public health, welfare and safety; therefore, this 
Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage by Council. 

Passed by the Council, APR 26 1989 

BARBARA CLARK 
Commissioner Lindberg he City of Portland 

--<T.~'-'-'HAuerbach:naj 
April 12, 1989 
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ORDINANCE No. 1.fl1·R:l7 
THE COMMISSIONERS VOTED
 

AS FOLLOWS: Title
 
Yeas Nays ~  Ban. possession or 

consumption of alcohol in the 
BLUMENAUER ,/	 parks, except by permi t. c.Ori·,,\~·  · 

OmtNl tide. Sten.~ ~., ~ ·O'tO) )
BOGLE ~  

KOCH /, 
LINDBERG J /
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CLARK /V" 

FOUR-FIFTHS AGENDA 

BLUMENAUER 
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LINDBERG 

APR 21 1989CLARK Filed	 _ 

BARBARA CLARK 
Auditor of the CITY_OF PORTLAND 
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