RESOLUTION No.  36262
Create the Portland Citizen Corps Council to increase public safety and security through community participation in volunteer efforts to address natural disasters, crime and terrorism  (Resolution)

WHEREAS, the federal Department of Homeland Security has established the Citizen Corps initiative “to have all citizens participate in making their communities safer, stronger, and better prepared for preventing and handling threats of terrorism, crime, and disasters of all kinds” and to encourage jurisdictions to establish local Citizen Corps Councils; and,
WHEREAS, the City of Portland supports the mission of the federal Citizen Corps initiative and is committed to making all of its communities safer, more secure, and more disaster-resistant; and, 

WHEREAS, the federal Citizen Corps initiative has identified the Community Emergency Response Teams Program, Neighborhood Watch, Medical Reserve Corps, and Volunteers in Police Service as charter Citizen Corps programs, and has also identified Citizen Corps Affiliate Organizations such as the American Red Cross, National Crime Prevention Council, National Fire Protection Association, and U.S. Chamber of Commerce among others; and,

WHEREAS, local government operates programs that correspond to national Citizen Corps charter programs, including the Neighborhood Emergency Team/Business Emergency Team/School Emergency Team (NET/BET/SET) Program, Crime Prevention Program, and Medical Reserve Corps Program; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Portland has received a grant of $37,100 from the Office for Domestic Preparedness/Department of Homeland Security to support initiation of Portland Citizen Corps Council operations;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Portland creates the Portland Citizen Corps Council to help citizens take a more active role in risk reduction, emergency preparedness, crime prevention, and community response to disasters of all kinds; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that individual City programs already operating under another bureau shall remain assigned to that bureau, but the work of the Portland Citizen Corps Council itself shall be coordinated by the Portland Office of Emergency Management; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that staff is directed to engage in all activities aimed at establishing an effective Portland Citizen Corps Council; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Portland Citizen Corps Council shall submit a progress report to City Council at the end of each fiscal year.
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