RESOLUTION No.  36260
Create the City of Portland Local Business Initiative to promote the growth and economic health of the Portland Metropolitan Region and State of Oregon by supporting local business  (Resolution) 

WHEREAS,  The City of Portland values a strong, varied and diverse local economy that provides contracting, employment and training opportunities for all individuals; and 

WHEREAS,  The City of Portland wishes to stimulate economic growth and job creation in the City of Portland and State of Oregon by supporting local businesses through the purchase of local goods and services by the City of Portland, other public agencies and private enterprise; and  

WHEREAS,  The Small Business Advisory Council has been working with the offices of Commissioner Jim Francesconi and Mayor Vera Katz on the local business initiative; and

WHEREAS,  A chronic high unemployment that is now hovering around 7.2% necessitates a local emphasis; and

WHEREAS,  By focusing on purchasing goods and services in our community, the first and secondary dollar will be invested in our economy; and

WHEREAS, Support and growth of local businesses can best be achieved in partnership with private enterprise and other public agencies;

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  the City of Portland hereby creates the City’s Local Business Initiative.  Through the Local Business Initiative, the City will:

· In the purchase, lease or sale of any personal property, public improvements or services, the City of Portland shall prefer goods or services that have been manufactured or produced in this state if price, fitness, availability and quality are otherwise equal; 

· In partnership with private business, develop a marketing strategy to promote use of local businesses by Portland Development Commission, Office of Neighborhood Involvement, and Bureau of Purchasing staff, other public agencies, private enterprise, professional services groups, and other community based organizations, such as the Alliance of Portland Neighborhood Business Association, Small Business Advisory Council, and chambers of commerce;

· Provide information about local businesses to City prime contractors and  professional service providers to encourage their use of local businesses as subcontractors and suppliers;  

· Pursue and develop partnerships with other public agencies and with private enterprise to support local businesses; 

· Promote and encourage joint ventures between City prime contractors and professional service providers and local businesses; 

· Continue to build capacity with small MWESB businesses

· Develop a web presence to promote local businesses; and 

· Develop other strategies to support local businesses.    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City will communicate in all bids and proposals the desire to employ local firms in the purchase, lease, or sale of any personal property, public improvements or services; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City will communicate in all bids and proposals the desire that residents of the state of Oregon and SW Washington benefit from optimizing local commerce and services and the local employment opportunities they generate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council encourages private enterprise to join us in prioritizing our local businesses and the growth of our economy by increasing their purchases of local goods and services;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that “local business” is defined to mean a business that is an independent and continuing business for profit that 1) has fixed offices and distribution points within the geographical boundaries of the State of Oregon and Clark County, Washington where a commercially useful function is performed; 2) is registered to do business in the State of Oregon; 3) possesses a current City of Portland business license; and 4) pays taxes in the State of Oregon or Clark County, Washington.

Commissioner Jim Francesconi
ootca
September 23, 2004 

Adopted by the Council: September 29, 2004

Gary Blackmer

Auditor of the City of Portland





By:  /S/ Susan Parsons
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