
Resolution No.  36258
Accept the Park Avenue Urban Design Vision report and use report to guide City planning and development in the downtown area formerly known as the Midtown Blocks (Resolution)

The City of Portland resolves:  

WHEREAS, the future of the Midtown Blocks has been uncertain.  Following the 1999 Concept Design: The Midtown Blocks, which was a collaboration between the Portland Development Commission and the Portland Office of Transportation, redevelopment proposals produced by both the public and private sectors advocated different characters for these blocks.  Property owners, business owners, and stakeholder groups have looked to the City to develop policies that specifically address the future of these blocks;

WHEREAS, at the request of the Mayor, the Planning Director convened an Advisory Council of Experts (ACE) in February 2001 to explore ways in which this unique district might develop over time.  The ACE analyzed the role of the Midtown Blocks and their vicinity and explored a series of redevelopment and design strategies, with participation from residents, businesses, property owners, civic organizations and others;

WHEREAS, the ACE made a series of recommendations contained in the Report of the Advisory Council of Experts to form a starting place to direct and manage change in the Park Avenue district (Midtown Blocks) area over time.  The report’s recommended urban design concepts have served as the basis for analysis, decision-making, and public deliberation since they were completed; and

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of the ACE process, City Council adopted Resolution 35999 and directed the Planning Director to convene an inter-bureau team to further address the Park Avenue district.  Team members carried out this charge through a Development Opportunity Strategy study and the Park Avenue Urban Design Vision.  Together, these form a coordinated, phased strategy for improvements in the Park Avenue district.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Portland, a municipal corporation of the State of Oregon, that the City Council accepts the Park Avenue Urban Design Vision report, as shown in Exhibit A, for the Park Avenue district;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as called for in the Park Avenue Urban Design Vision, the Park Avenue district should be revitalized as a vibrant urban district of open spaces, attractive pedestrian streetscape, new and reused buildings with active ground floor uses and increased residential development, and that future planning, design and projects together will implement this vision for the Park Avenue district; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the inter-bureau team, composed of staff from the Bureau of Planning, the Portland Development Commission, Portland Parks and Recreation, the Portland Office of Transportation, the Bureau of Development Services, and the Office of Sustainable Development will further develop and implement improvements in the Park Avenue district to conform with the broader objectives of the Park Avenue Urban Design Vision; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council directs the Planning Director and the inter-bureau team to engage the Planning and Development commissions, the Planning and Development Directors Team, and community stakeholders in this effort.  

Adopted by the Council: September 29, 2004
GARY BLACKMER


Auditor of the City of Portland


By  /S/ Susan Parsons
Deputy

Mayor Vera Katz

Prepared by:  Joe Zehnder/gsc

September 22, 2004
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