RESOLUTION No.  36255
Ask Oregon State Legislature to ban assault weapons in Oregon or allow municipalities to ban assault weapons within their own municipal borders  (Resolution)

WHEREAS, there is no legitimate need for citizens of our Country, State or City to own assault weapons.

WHERAS, assault weapons have contributed to massacres in our schools, on our streets and are responsible for one out of every five police officers killed in our Country from 1998-2001.

WHEREAS, when the federal assault-weapons ban expired on Sept. 13, semi-automatic assault weapons became legal again in 45 states, including Oregon. 

WHEREAS, with assault weapon sales now legal, USA Today reports assault weapon sales are skyrocketing in many communities.

WHEREAS, the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) and other law-enforcement groups have expressed worry that the expiration of the assault-weapons ban will lead to increased use of these weapons by violent criminals.

WHEREAS, Oregon State Statute specifically prohibits local governments from enacting their own bans against assault weapons.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Portland City Council calls on the Oregon Legislature to ban assault weapons from the State of Oregon.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, should the State Legislature prove unable to pass a statewide assault-weapons ban, the Portland City Council calls on them to create a law allowing local governments to enact their own such ban within their local boundaries.

Commissioner Jim Francesconi

Prepared by: M. Harrison, 

Date Prepared:  September 16, 2004

	Adopted by the Council:  September 22, 2004
	Gary Blackmer

Auditor of the City of Portland


By:  /S/ Susan Parsons
Deputy
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