RESOLUTION No.  36245
Accept Salmon-Safe Certification for Portland Parks and Recreation park system  (Resolution)

WHEREAS, on November 18, 1994, the Portland City Council passed Resolution No. 35338 adopting The Sustainable City Principles which call upon the city to "Conserve native vegetation, fish, wildlife habitat and other ecosystems;" and

WHEREAS, on July 29, 1998, the Portland City Council adopted Resolution No. 35715 to guide the City’s response to the Endangered Species Act.  The resolution called on the City to create an integrated, comprehensive city-wide approach, work to support the recovery of native salmonids, work with local, regional and state partners, and engage the community in the ESA response; and 

WHEREAS, on June 14, 2000, the Council passed Resolution No. 35894, adopting the “Framework for Integrated Management of Watershed Health,” a detailed outline for developing a recovery plan for listed species and other resources; and

WHEREAS, on July, 11, 2001, the Portland City Council passed Ordinance No 175774, adopting Portland Parks and Recreation’s “Parks 2020 Vision”, including goals and strategies to “preserve, protect and restore Portland’s natural resources to provide nature in the city;” and


WHEREAS, populations of steelhead trout and salmon have declined significantly as the result of many factors, including habitat loss, reductions in water quality, and fish harvest.  These factors have resulted in steelhead and salmon populations that are precariously close to the brink of extinction; and

WHEREAS, populations of cutthroat trout, Pacific and brook lamprey and sturgeon are being evaluated for potential listing under the Endangered Species Act; and

WHEREAS, the quality of our life in Portland is directly related to our protection and stewardship of natural resources such as our land, earth, air and water; and

WHEREAS, Portland Parks and Recreation manages over 11,000 acres of parkland with potential to positively affect water quality, including 71 sites with fish-bearing rivers, streams or tributaries; and

WHEREAS, Portland Parks and Recreation has been recognized for its integrated pest management program (IPM); and 

WHEREAS, Portland Parks and Recreation has been honored as the first ever recipient of systemwide certification of an urban park system as salmon-safe, based on policies and practices, and conditions in the entire system of developed parks, natural areas and golf courses; and

WHEREAS, Salmon-Safe certification includes conditions to be met within the next five years, including resource inventory and restoration projects.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council accepts the Certification as a Salmon-Safe park system as an example of the City’s commitment to fish recovery, watershed health and sustainable management practices; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Portland Parks and Recreation will maintain its parkland to meet or exceed Salmon-safe guidelines and strive to meet all Salmon-safe certification conditions;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Portland Parks and Recreation will work with the Endangered Species Act Program to obtain recognition for this certification under the Endangered Species Act;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Portland Parks and Recreation will identify projects in the Parks Capital Plan that further goals of salmonid recovery and watershed health.

Adopted by the Council:  August 18, 2004   
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