RESOLUTION No.  36242
Approve the Subsidized Residential Speed Bump Purchase Program (Resolution)

WHEREAS, on October 19, 1994, the City Council, responding to the citizens of Portland increasing demands for enhanced traffic calming strategies and services to improve neighborhood safety and livability, adopted the Traffic Calming Program (RESOLUTION No. 35317); and

WHEREAS, on July 30, 2003, the City Council, acknowledging the importance of traffic safety efforts to the community’s livability, approved the formation of the Traffic Safety Coordination Council and named the Safe Communities Coalition as its technical advisory committee as part of the Community and School Traffic Safety Partnership effort (RESOLUTION No. 36159); and

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2003, the City Council directed the Traffic Safety Coordination Council to provide an annual recommendation to City Council on Traffic Safety Account expenditures using a balanced and integrated approach of enforcement, engineering, and education; and

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2003, the City Council approved the financial strategy that staff and the Traffic Safety Coordination Council presented and directed the Office of Management and Finance to create a Community and School Traffic Safety Account to funded with the annual increase in traffic fine revenues from House Bill 2759 (ORDINANCE No. 178028); and

WHEREAS, declining revenue from the State Gas Tax, coupled with rising costs and inflation, forced the Portland Office of Transportation (PDOT) to institute service reductions for traffic calming measures over successive years beginning in the late 1990’s, and culminating with the complete elimination of discretionary traffic calming funding in fiscal year 2001/2002; and

WHEREAS, from April to June 2004, PDOT worked with a citizen working group who advised staff on the development of scoring criteria that would allow qualifying Local Service streets to be eligible for City subsidized funding level totaling 60-percent of the total project costs; and

WHEREAS, the citizen working group advised City staff on value oriented scoring criteria such as points awarded for egregious speeding, lack of sidewalk infrastructure, designations for City Bikeway and City Walkway (as defined in Exhibit A), all which directly impact neighborhood safety and livability; and

WHEREAS, since fiscal year 2001/2002 the level of public demand for traffic calming measures to improve neighborhood livability has remained high despite lack of City funding; and

WHEREAS, the Residential Speed Bump Purchase Program has been the sole funding source of traffic calming measures for neighborhoods not included in Urban Renewal Areas; and

WHEREAS, public participation in the Residential Speed Bump Purchase Program has dramatically increased from 1 project in 2000 to 8 projects in 2002; and

WHEREAS, the additional funding from the Community and School Traffic Safety Account is anticipated to allow the City to undertake 20 to 30 additional Residential Speed Purchase projects each year using the scoring criteria (as outlined in Exhibit A) to qualify Local Service streets for subsidy funding; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Portland approves the Subsidized Residential Speed Bump Purchase Program as defined in Exhibit A; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Portland directs PDOT to use the Subsidized Residential Speed Bump Purchase Program Scoring Criteria Review as defined in Exhibit A to qualify future Local Service streets for the City’s 60-percent funding contribution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that PDOT staff will report back to City Council in calendar year 2006 with a detailed summary of outcomes after calendar year 2005 implementation of the aforementioned Subsidized Residential Speed Bump Purchase Program projects using the Scoring Criteria Review as outlined in Exhibit A, and an Ordinance for Council consideration should this program prove successful.
.
Adopted by the Council,  August 11, 2004

GARY BLACKMER

AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND
By  /S/ Susan Parsons
Commissioner Jim Francesconi
Deputy
Prepare by:  Will Stevens/ks
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