
THE picture of the -Rabbit and Cavey Show above is one of the 
many trade shows that want to meet in Portland and need facilities 
such as will be provided in the exhibition building of the proposed 

project. 

Among other facilities this great 10-acre building will be able to 
provide the largest banquet area in the northwest. Supplied by ade
quate catering kitchens it could provide for as many as 7,500 to dine 
together. 

It is a matter of record that the largest banquet ever held in Port

land was -housed in the old PI building in 1949 when some 2000 
members of Painters Union No. 10 celebrated its golden anniversary. 

Between the times when this vast area is employed for furniture 
shows, auto shows, home shows, sports shows, and many, many other 
shows, it has been recommended that it be available to the park depart

ment for indoor programs such as archery, horse shoes, indoor tennis, 
badminton, handball and similar programs. 

Because the main auditorium will have facilities for providing ice 
for the Ice Follies and other ice shows it has been recommended that 
the same plant be used throughout the year to provide ice skating in 
a section of the great exhibition building thus making dual use of the 

same investment and providing an income from a recreation under 
high demand 1n Portland. 
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Look what other 
Communities 
are Doing! 

MILWAUKEE 
New Coliseum . . . Capacity 12,000 

HOUSTON 
New Coliseum . . . Capacity 15,000 

DES MOINES 
New Coliseum . . . Capacity 13,500 

SPOKANE 
New Coliseum . . . Capacity 9,000 

VANCOUVER, B.C. 
New Auditorium . . . Capacity 10,000 

SYRACUSE 
New Coliseum . . . Capacity 9,000 

KANSAS CITY 
New Auditorium. . . Capacity 15,000 

BUFFALO 
New Coliseum . . . Capacity 13,000 

ST. LOUIS 
New Coliseum . . . Capacity 18,000 

FORT WAYNE 
New Auditorium . . . Capacity 9,000 

OMAHA 
New Coliseum . . . Capacity 9,212 

CENTER Part of big building will be a war 

memorial. Names of all Oregon 

boys who died in World Wars 

I and II and in Korea will be 

emblazoned on bronze plaques. 

There will be murals of historic 

battle scenes. 
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Convenhons 

Basketball 

Circuses 

fee Follies 

livestock Shows 

.u~POd RECREATION 
• ER r UI. 

Boxing 

Political Rallies 

Big Banquets 
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WHY WE NEED TO VOTE 

$ 

' ' 
in low 
interest 
bonds 

The mayor's advisory committee recommends that the 
voters authorize the underwriting of an $8,000,000 bond 
issue for these expenditures: 

Main exposition building 

War Memorial Section 

10-acre exhibition building 

Acquiring property 
Making fill for industrial sites 
Building access roads 
Paving SO-acre parking area 
Landscaping grounds 

$4,750,000 
250,000 . 

1,000,000 . 

Total 

2,000,000 

$8,000,000 

I F the taxpayers should have to pay these full costs it would require

on present valuations which have increased every year-a levy of 9 /10 

of a mill for 20 years. With the average assessed valuation of Portland 

homes given as $2500, this would mean that the average home owner 

would pay $2.25 per year for 20 years. 

If the recommendation of the committee 

is followed and the Vanport area program 

is adopted, the committee can see a direct 

return in ten years of at least half the sum 

requested. Such a program would cut the 

expense to the taxpayer in half. 

It is the judgment of the committee that 
the other half would be returned to Port
land many times through indirect means. 
In other words the gatherings that would 
be ilttracted to Portland would bring many 
millions of outside dollars into the city's 
trade channels. 

'},wea ,i,e ~~ ~~ 

Vote for the Exposition 
and Recreation Center! 

WHY THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THE VANPORT AREA: 

It would eliminate the hazard to one of our main traffic arteries 

and the threat to Portland trade and tourist travel-whether real or 

fancied-that would result from locating an ammunition dump in 

West Van port. 

It would seal off for all time the danger of a repeat flood by making 

an extensive fill-160 acres to start-along the railroad line through 

which the flood came and would provide sorely needed industrial sites 

with rail connections on which to build enterprises that would increase 

Portland payrolls. 

Four paved roads now lead to the spot which the committee has 
suggested as the building site. They feed the location from Denver 

avenue, Union avenue, Marine Drive and Swift boulevard. Direct con

nections with Lombard and Columbia boulevard are also contemplated. 

No spot in Oregon would be more accessible. 

The spacious grounds which would be acquired on which there 

could eventually be separate homes for the Oregon Historical Society 

museum and the Battleship Oregon museum. To save these museums 

from being moved to Salem as is threatened at present, spacious quar

ters would be made available to them on the sides of the big coliseum 

under the elevated seats. When it becomes possible to provide separate 

structures for them this space would be converted to committee rooms 

and small meeting halls. Portland needs a new armory. Having avail

able a suitable site and spacious parade grounds could speed the ap

propriation of the necessary fonds. 

The authority to build the exposition and recreation center the 

voters have been asked to approve does not tie the commission which 

it would set up to any site. 

itotelo'z,Dli, 
EXPOSITION and 

RECREATION CENTER 

A-Suggested site for 
coliseum. 

B-Flood preventing fill 
to make industrial 
sites. 

C-AcceH roads. 

O-Property which Pa
c I f I c International 
Live,tock Show 
would deed to the 
city. 
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