
Westside Corridor Project

Transitway Engineering Technical Advisory Connittee

Minutes of Meeting, September 9, 1980
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Steven Fisher
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l'li l'l iam Lieberman
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Bill Lieberman sunrmrized the community neeting held for Garden Hore rcsidents.
The major issues which were raised concerned the safety of chi'ldren in the
area and the intrusion of a new transportation facility into an abandoned rail-
road right-of-way. Although not considered a major issue, vehicle noise was
rnent'ioned. It was suggested that the meeting be considered the initial step
in establishing a dialogue with community residents, many of whom were unaware
of the project's current status.

Bill Lieberman and John Griffiths surrnarized the West Hills Tunnel Preliminary
Feasibility Study conducted by Foundation Sciences,
ments were investigated; one north and one south of

Inc . Three tunne'l al i gn-
the existing Vista Ridge
he canyon east of the Zoo.
by the Nature Conservancy
be investjgated. It

s near the existing Vista

Highway Tunnels, and one between Marquam Gu'lch and t
It was suggested that the existence of a park owned
near the proposed l,larquam.Gulch Tunnel's east portal
was pointed out that one of the two tunne'l alignment
Ridge tunnel may have a lower capital cost than the non-tunne'l alingment due
to its shorter length. Steve Siegel suggested that a recormiendation con-
cerning the tunne'l af ignments be made to the Steering Group for their 0ctober
reeti ng.

Bil'l Lieberman summarjzed Tri-Met's meeting with PB/LTK's geotechnical
consultant concerning the possibility of a north side alignment in the
vicinity of the Zoo. The major reasons for considering the northside align-
ment inc'luded the possibility of saving two structures by staying on the north
side and providing better pedestrian access at the Zoo station. It was
conc'luded that further study of the north side alignment at this tinre is
inadvisable due to the uncertain cost estimates that would result and the
uncertainty of the benefits to be ga'ined.
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interchange. The suggested plan results in an alignment about 3,000 feet
longer thln one whlch-would hot have a station to 5erve Peterkort,. Steve Siegel
stressed the lmportance of the Peterkort development's slze and logic of havlng
a park-and-ride function at the interchange to interrcept traffic from Sunset
and 217 before they rerge. King Cushman noted that parking cou'ld be prov'lded
at a statlon near the hospltal and that Peterkort could be well served by
buses if the station was not Iocated on Peterkort property. ilohn Gillam
stressed the need for a timd transfer station and a parking anea near the
interchange.

John Gillam dlstributed maps of the Beaverton al'ignrents as agreed upon by the
Plan Managemnt Group.

Discussion of the al ignments west of Beaverton was postponed until the next
Transitvlay TAC meting
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Departmen t o f Transporta tion
METROPOLITAN BRANCH
5821 N.E. GLISAN, PORTI.AND, OREGON 97213

February 7, 1980

D. E. Bergstrom, Traffic Engineer
Bureau of Traffic Engineering
420 SW Main Street
Poitland, 0R 97204

The t,lestside Transitway highway analys'is effort has been
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The highway analysis effort is tied directly to the transitway engineering
effort. The first month has been set aside to develop reconrnendations
for improvements to the Sunset Freeway to be incorporated into the
Trans'itway project. The second month's effort will be devoted to an

he arterial system. Eoth of these efforts will be tied
ded .in the reconnaissance effort Apri'l 1. The arterial
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I have scheduled the first TAC meeting,9:00 a.m., February 20, at
0D0T to review the effort to date, recommendations for the Sunset,
and initial impacts on the arterial system.

I would appreciate it if you would give this notice to your approp-
riate jurisdjction representative.

Robert N. Bothman
Admi ni strator
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cc: T. H. Schwab
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IIESTSIDE CORRIDOR STUDY

TRANSITWAY ENGINEERING TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Engineering TAC will be he'ld on Tuesday afternoon, March 25
in Conference Rooms A and B, Second Floor, Tri-Met Administr
4012 S.E. 17th Avenue. Th'is will be an important meeting an
to attend. There has been a good deal of confus'ion regardin

tag
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Multnomah County from l.:00 to 3:00 p.m. and those in l,lashington County from
3:00 to 5:00 p.m., so p'lan your time of arrival accordingly.

AII of you should be receiving the minutes of each Engineering TAC meeting.
Please review these and let me know of any discrepencies, as these minutes
form the record of decisions made at each meeting.
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1-2 (Map I):

2-3 (Map II):

3-4 (Map III):

4-5 (Map III):

4-6 (Map III):

5-6 (Map III):

5-7 (Map III):

I.IULTNOMAH CORRIDOR

Clay Street & Front Avenue to Lowell Street
via east side of Harbor blay, SP RR alignment, east side of
Macadam Avenue;

Lowe'l'l Street to Miles Street
Option A: v'ia SP RR alignment, east side of Macadam Avenue,

SP RR alignment;
0ption B: via nBdian of I'lacadam Avenue;

Miles Streettoa point north of S.W. 2nd Avenue;
via off-street right-of-way;

A point north of S.W. 2nd Avenue to a point west of Terwi'lliqer
Bridge
0ption A: via off-street right-of-way along north side of

Stevens Creek Gulch;
0ption B: via off-street right-of-way along south side of

Stevens Creek Gulch;

A point north of S.lt. 2nd Avenue to Barbur Boulevard at S.t,l. 10th
via tunnel below I-5;

A point west of Terwilliger Bridge to Barbur Boulevard at
s.l^l. 10th
via overcrossing of I-5;

A point west of Tertill'iger Bridge to Multnomah Boulevard &

19th Avenue
via south side of I-5 and ex'i sting Multnomah on-ramp;

Barbur Bou'levard at S.1,l. 10th Avenue to Multnomah Boulevard &

19th Avenue
via north sjde of I-5;

l4ultnomah Bou'levard & 19th Avenue to Scholls Ferry Road
via median of Multnomah Boulevard, off-street right-of-way,
and Allen Boulevard;

Scholls Femy Road to 5th Street & Griffith Avenue
Option A: via off-street right-of-way and RR tracks;
0ption B: via Allen Boulevard, proposed Arctic Avenue and

RR tracks;
0ption Cl via Allen Boulevard and overcrossing of Highway 217;
Option D: via Allen Boulevard and RR tracks;

6-7 (Map III):

7-8 (Map IV :

and V)

8-9 (lvlap V):
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8-10 (llap V): Schol]s Ferry Road to RR tracks just east of 6th Street
0ption A: via AIlen Boulevard and overcrossing of Highway 217;" Option B: via Allen Bou'levard and SP/BN RR alignrpnt;

9-10 (lilap V):

9-11 (Map VI): 5th Street & Griffjth Ayenue to BN tracks west of Murray
via structure along west side of Highway 217, southerly swale,
Bt{ RR a'lignrent;

10-11 (!lap VI): RR tracks east of 6th Street to BN tracks mst of ilurray Boulevard
0ption A: via BN RR allgnnent;
Option B: vla SP RR allgnment and north-south RR span;

10-12 (Map VI): RR tracks east of 6th Street to SP tracks y,,est of Murray
Boulevard
via BN/SP RR alignrnntl

ll-llesterly: BN tracks west of Murray to 185th Avenue
via BN RR alignment;

l2-Westerly: SP tracks west of Murray to 185th Avenue
via SP RR alignment;

Sth Street & Griffith Avenue to RRtr'acks east of 6th Street;
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13-15 (Map VII):

13-16 (l,lap VII ):

13-19 (r'hp Vr I ) :

14-15 (l'lap VI I ) :

15-19 (Map VII):

16- 18 (tlap VI I )*:

17-18(MapI&VII): .1.1. 6th Avenue & I-405 to a
ia S.W. 6th Avenue, north si

north of Lower Drive
Terwillger and new' tunnel ;,

SUNSET CORRIDOR

Jefferson Street and S.W. 18th Avenue to a point west of the
Vista Ridge Tunnel 'Pri.rtal
via median of Jefferson Street and overcrossing of westbound
freeway 'lanes;

Jefferson Street & S.ur. lSth Avenue to a point south of the
Vista Ridge Tunnel portal
Option A*: via medjan of .lefferson Street and overcrossing

of eastbound freeway lanesi
0ption B: via south side of Jefferson Street and tunnel

under eastbound freeway lanes;

Jefferson Street & S.W. 18th Avenue to a point southwest of
o{r'lsI
via south side of Jefferson Street and off-street right-of-way
through Washington Park;

Columbia Street & S.tl. 14th Avenue to a point west of the
Vista Ridge Tunne'l Porta'l
via east side of l4th Avenue and new tunnel

A point west of the Vista Ridge Tunnel portal to a point south-
west of 0MSI
via north side of Sunset Highway;

A point south of the Vista R'idge Tunnel Portal to a po'int
north of Lower Road
via south side of Sunset Highway;

s
v

A
v
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19-21 (Map VII):

18-20 (Map VII): point north of Lower Drive to a point south of E'lm Lane
ia south side of Sunset Highway and new overcrossing of Sunset
i ghway;

18-20 (Map VII)*:

A po'int southwest of OMSI to a point south of E1m Lane
via north side of Sunset Highway;

A point north of Lower Drive to a point north of Humphrey Park Road
via south side of Sunset Highway;

A point north of Humphrey Park Road to a point south of E1m Lane
via new overcrossing of Sunset Highway;

20-21 (Map VII)*:

?0-22 (f1ap VII and VIII)*: A point north of Humphrey Park Road to a point east of
Raab Road
via south side of Sunset Highway
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21-23 (Flap VI I I )*;

22-23 (t4ap VIII)*:

22-24 (ttap VIII)*:

23-25 (Map VIII)*:

24-26 (l.lap VIII)*:

11-tl{esterly:

l2-Westerly:

D*: via west s
reserved I
in T-V H'ig

A point south of Elm Lane to a point west'of 61st Drive
via new overcrcssing of Sunset Highway;

A point east of Raab Road to a point west of 61st Drive
via new overcrossing of Sunset Highway;

A po'int east of Raab Road to a point north of Knollcrest
Avenue
via south side of Sunset Highway;

A point west of 61st Drive to a point west of Monterey Place
vla north side of Sunset Highway;

A po'int north of Knol'lcrest Avenue to Peterkort
0ption A: via new overcrrossing of Sunset Highway and off-street

right-of-way near St. Vincent Hospital;
Option B: via south side of Sunset Highway, new overcrosslng- of freeway and off-street right-of-way;

25-26 (f,hp VIII)*: A point west of Monterey Place to Peterkort
0ption A: via off-street right-of-way near St. Vincent

Hospita'l;
Option B: via north side of freeway and off-street right-of-way;

26-27 (lbap VI and VIII)*: Peterkort to Walker Road
via west side of Highway 217;

27-11 (Map VI: Walker Road to BN tracks west of Mumay Boulevard
0ption A*: via northerly swale and BN RR alignment;
Option B*: via west side of Highway 217, souther'ly swale and

BN RR alignment;

27-12 (Map VI): }Jal ker
0ption

Option

Opt'ion

Option

Road to SP tracks west of Mumay Boulevard
A*: via northerly swale, BN RR alignment and north-south

RR spur;
B*: via westside of Highway 217, southerly swale,

BN RR alignment and north-south RR spur;
C: via westside of Highway 217, souther'ly swale,

117th Avenue, and SP RR alignment;,
ide of Highway 217, southerly swa'l e,
anes in Short Avenue and reserved lanes
hway;

BN tracks west of Murray Boulevard to 185th Avenue
via BN RR alignment;

SP tracks west of Murray Boulevard to 185th Avenue
0pt'ion A: via SP RR alignment;
Opt'ion B**: via reserved lanes in T-V llighway;

* = suitable for busway and light rail** = suitab'l e for busway only
(no stars) = suitab'le for light rail only
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Attendees:

Wil I iam L'ieberman
Steve Fisher
Steve Siegel
Andy Cotugno
Peg Henwood
John Rosenberger
Brent Curtis
Frank Angelo

Tri -Met
Tri -Met
Metro
Metro
Metro
t^Iashington County
Wash'i ngton County
Washington County

Bebe Rucke
Rob Bernst
Lee Hames
Mi ke Bower
Bob Bothma
Curt Duval
Bob Shal k

WESTSIDE CORRIDOR STUDY

TRANSITWAY ENGINEERING TECHNICAL ADVISORY

Minutes of Meeting - March 4, 1980

COMMITTEE 
REtriEIIVE@

-'n' sr /n,m^,#E#(f
r Multro*ut corl?/&e
ein Portland

Portl and
Portl and

n 0DCT
ODOT

ODOT

This meeting reviewed the des'igns being studied to date al ong the Sunset alignment.

0D0T wishes to consider the proposed westbound freeway climbing lane as a given in
any transitway designs in this corridor. Partly for this reason, as we1 I as the
unstable geology, only a southside transitway has been examined thus far.

It appears that the trans'itway could more easily shift to the south side of the free-
way if it were located in the south sjde of Jefferson Street rather than in the
median. Both median and south side opt'ions will thus be studied for Jefferson
Street. Jefferson itself wilI be striped for one lane of traffic in each direction,
but will have the capacity of carrying two lanes jn each direction should the Vista
Ridge tunnel be shut down. At the intersection of Jefferson Street and the Free-
way, three options will be examined to cross to the south side of the Sunset:

use of an overpass structure;
use of a new underpass;
use of the ex'isting highrvay exit underpass for transit and construction of a
new underpass for autos.

At the Zoo interchange, a new westbound freeway on-ramp will be constructed in order
to close the on-ramp further west. A better tie-in between the westbound off-ramp
and Canyon Court Road will be designed. With a south side transitway al'ignment,
the Zoo stat'i on wil'l entail a longer wa] king distance for transit patrons'

The transitway would cross over to the north side of the freeway iust east of Sy]van.
It would pass through 5y1van either under the interchange or up to grade via the

1)
2)
3)

existing exit ramp. The existing ramp would be shifte
aiignment and station on the south side of the interch
the possible use of the 0SHD maintenance yard as a par
to this by the City of Portland, followed by subsequen
confirmed the north side as the preferred location.)
lot here wil'l have to be balanced with the traffic cap

ds
ang
k-a
tf
The
aci

outh. A possibie transit
e r^/ere discussed because of
nd-ride site. (0pposition
ield investigation, has
size of a park-and-ride

ty of Scholls Ferry Road.

aft A station at 76th or 78th Avenues was discussed. This can probably be omitted
from the initjal des'ign, but provision should be made to include this station if



Minutes - March 4, 1980
Page Two

it is warranted in the future. As to roadway connections, the general consensus
was to sever the connection of these roads with the freeway and open the con-
nection into Sylvan Heights. Another option is simply to buy out the ten
properties involved. Connecting them to the proposed Finley ramp was considered
undesi rabl e.

Several streets feeding i
for closure. This is a t
of cu]-de-sacs or a front
streets.

nto the south side of the freeway are being considered
raffic flow improvement independent of the transitway. Use
age road treatment are being considered for the severed

Two transitway alignment options are being considered in the Peterkort area--one to
the area of St. Vincentrs Hospital, the other a'long the westbound off-rmp. The
location and number of stations here must be pinned douln.
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I.IESTSIDE CORRIDOR STUDY

TRANSITI^IAY ENGINEERING TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

lilinutes of Meeting - March 12, 1980
MEGEIlVEO

Attendees:

t,llll iam Lieberman
Steve Fisher
Kim Fernandes
Peg Henwood
Brent Curtis
John Rosenberger

Tri -Met
Tri -Met
Tri -Met
Metro
I,lashi ngton
l,lashi ngton

John Gillam
Don Faris
Bob Bothman
Curt Duval
Bob Shalk

ilAR 24" 1980

->'L.e
BUREAU OF

'IRaFFrc ENGTNEERTNO

Beayerton
Beavbrton
ODOI
ODOT

ODOTCounty
County

This meeting discussed transitway routes through Beaferton which will be
covered in the 0D0T reconnaisance and design work. Several such routes were
defined. From the Sunset, either of two swales would be used to access the pro-
posed Civic Center area. From Multnomah, light rail could access this area either
by paralleling sth Street under Highway 217, or by a possible overcrossing of 217
from Allen Boulevard; it would then proceed either parallel to 217 on a structure
or a'long the SP tracks and the future afignment of 117th Avenue. (In this latter
route, cross'i ngs of Beaverton -Hillsdale Highway and Canyon Road will be
investigated both at-grade and on structures. )

To continue west, LRT would travel due west to the exist'i ng BN trackage and
proceed through the Tektronix area, continuing e'ither west along the BN or south,
parallel to Murray, le 3 new connection with TV Highway. As an alternative, the
LRT route through Beaverton could simply parallel the SP trackage from 117th Avenue
westward.

For the Sunset Busway, an alignment similar to that for'l ight rail (through
the swale, civic center, Tektronix, and the new connection with TV Highway) will be
assumed. As an alternative, buses could travel from the civic center area in
reserved lanes on a new extension of Short Avenue and along TV Highway. 0D0T will
check projected traffic vo'l umes and directjonal sp1 its to determine if one or two
reserved lanes are needed.

Beaverton
rej ected.

wjll document the process of why various routes were chosen or

\p
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Attendees:

William Lieberman
Steve Fisher
Steve S'iegel
Andy Cotugno
Peg Henwood
John Rosenberger
Brent Curtis
Frank Angelo
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I,'ESTSIDE CORRIDOR STUDY

TRANSITI,IAY ENGINEERING TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

i'linutes of Meet'ing - March 4, 1980

Tri -Met
Tri -Met
Metro
Metro
Metro
}.lashington County
Washington County
I,lashington County

Bebe Rucker
Rob Bernstein
Lee Hames
Mi ke Bower
Bob Bothman
Curt Duval
Bob Shal k

Multnomah County
Portl and
Portl and
Portl and
ODOT

ODOT

ODOT

Th'is meeting reviewed the designs being studied to date along the Sunset alignment.

0D0T wishes to consider the proposed westbound freeway climbjng lane as a given in
any transitway designs in this corridor. Partly for this reason, as well as the
unstable geology, only a southside transitway has been examined thus far.

Jt appears that the transitway could more easily shift to the south side of the free-
way if it were located in the south side of Jefferson Street rather than in the
median. Both median and south side options will thus be studied for Jefferson
Street. Jefferson itself wiII be striped for one lane of traffjc jn each direction,
but will have the capacity of camying two lanes jn each direction should the Vista
Ridge tunnel be shut down. At the'i ntersection of Jefferson Street and the Free-
way, three options will be examined to cross to the south side of the Sunset:

1)
2)
3)

use
use
use
new

of an overpass structure;
of a new underpass;
of the existing highrvay exit underpass for trans'it and construction of a
underpass for autos.

At
to
and
the

The transitway would cross over to the north side of the freeway just east of Sylvan.
It would pass through Sy'l van either under the interchange or up to grade via the
existing exit ramp. The exjsting ramp would be shifted south. A possibie transit
alignment and station on the south side of the interchange were discussed because of
the possible use of the 0SHD maintenance yard as a park-and-rjde site- (0pposition
to this by the City of Portland, followed by subsequent field investigat'ion, has
confirmed the nort-h side as the preferred location-) The size of a park-and-rjde
lot here will have to be balanced with the traffic capacity of Scholls Ferry Road.

A station at 76th or 78th Avenues was discussed. This can probably be omitted
from the initial design, but prov'ision should be made to include this station if

the Zoo interchange, a new westbound freeway on-ramp will be constructed in order
close the on-ramp further west. A better tie-in between the westbound off-ramp
Canyon Court Road wjll be designed. l.lith a south side transitway alignment,
Zoo station will entail a IorEer wa1 king distance for transit patrons'
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it is warranted in the future. As to roadway connections, the general consensus
was to sever the connection of these roads with the frea'lay and open the con-
nection into Sylvan Heights. Another option is simply to buy out the ten
properties involved. Connecting them to the proposed Fin'lcy ramp lvas considered
undesi rabl e.

Several streets feeding into the south side of the freeway are being considered
for c'losure. This is a traffic flow improvement independent of the transitway. Use
of cul-de-sacs or a frontage road treatment are belng considered for the severed
streets,

Two transitway alignment options are being considered in the Peterkort area--one to
the area of St. Vincent's Hospital , the other along the westbound off-ramp. The
location and number of stations here must be pinned down.
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RESOLUTION {}2572

IIIREAS, Regional analyses have indicated the irportance of solving
trnrportrtion problcma in the llestside Corridor; and

IIIREAS, the l,letropolitan Scrvicc Dlatrlct has been regueeted to initiate
plamtrg activitiee rhlch are coordinated rith all affected local Jurisdictiona
end rgcmlca, to addreas ttansportation problems in the |leetside Corridor; and

lltEREAS, City etaff heye bccn involvad in the planning activities under-
trkcn ln thc fcstsldc Corrldor;'and

ffREAS, thoeo plarnlng actlvitica havc advancod through thc prellmlnary
mlyrlr of first rond optionsl {td

IIfREAS, ln accordarce rith fcderal rcqulrements and reglonal proceduree,
it tr ppropriatc for the City Cormcil to provide comnents and recmnendatione
rcgerding the Hoetside Comidor alternativse which will be csrried forth into
dcteilad etudy and the manncr in which they should be studied; and

|*[REAS, the options being recormended for further study could result in
coet-cffGctive irprovements to the regional and local trensportation eystems and
genemlly maintain and/or enhance thc quality of life in Westside neighborhoods;
ard

IHEREAS, the analysig of the recmrnended options identifles the need to
addrees the reglmal planning cffort ln a multi-modal framework to identify
nocdcd highway and road modificationa rith the Transitway options in the
ilestslda Corridor; and

IIIEREAS, tha racmlended opttme ere consistent rith adopted policiee and
pltnr:;of tha Ctty of Portland, N0li THEREF0RE 8E IT

RESOLVED,

l. Ihat thc City Council doce heroby recounend to the l,letropolitan Servlce
Diatrict that the Reqional (Long-Rango) Transportatlon Plan be amended to include
a traneitlray which comects Portland, Beaverton, Hillsboro and Tigard.

2. That ttre City Council does hereby recormend that a cooperative regional
plernirg effort, led by the iletropolltan Service District in concert xith the
Iectgidc Tranaltway Steering Grurp, bc continued to select the mode and goneral
routc of the initiel eegnent optiona requiring preliminary engineering and
Envlrorncntal Iltpact Statement sctivltics frqn the following optione:

a. Do nothing.

b. MaJor expanslon of Hostslde bus eorvice without transitway con-
atruction.



A Busway connecting the PortLand Central Business District with the
west Beaverton vicinity via the Sunset Highway and Hiqhway 2I7.

Liqht Rail Transit connecting the Portland Central Business District
with the west Beaverton vicinity via Macadam Avenue and Multnomah
Boulevard.

Light Rail Transit connecting the Portland Central Business Di,striet
with the west Beaverton vicinity via the Sunset Highway and Highway
2L7.

J. That the regional planning effort be a multi-modal analysis aimed at
identifying needed highway and road modifications with the Transitway options to
create a baLanced transportation system in the Westside Corridor.

4. That detailed study of the Tigard and/or HilLsboro extensions of the
Light Rail Transit options should begin as soon as local land use p.Lans and imple-
mentation strategies are adopted which justify the cost-effectiveness of these
extensions in a l5--year time frame.

5. That the City Council does hereby express its intention to set forth
specific reeommendations on the preferred mode and route for the Westside
Corridor upon completion of further analysis, the review of the costs and im-
pacts of Westside Corridor options by the Westside Transitway Steering Group and
a Westside Transitway Citizens Advisory Group which represents the broad interests
of the business and residential communities in the Corridor, and upon hearing
comments by the public regarding the modes and route options hereby being recom-
mended for further study.

Adopted by the Council 13c 1 I tsB

udi ror o EC ty of Portland

Mayor McCready
Dec. 13, .l979

cM. sD. I
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