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Agenda

1. Draft Plan Overview

2. Next Steps

3. Questions and Discussion



What is the Portland Urban Forest Plan? 

• A roadmap for preserving, planting, 
and caring for trees equitably and 
sustainably

• A community vision and 
comprehensive set of goals, 
recommendations, and actions to guide 
City management activities and 
decisions



Draft Plan Overview



Plan Process*

300+771,78780+

*Before public draft release



Top Community Priorities

• Assistance with tree planting, care, and removal  

• Equitable canopy distribution and expansion

• Community education, empowerment, and collaborative 
stewardship

• Tree preservation, including during development; protect 
our large trees 

• Transparency and accountability

Put equity and equality at 
the front and center of 

everything

Protect and care for the 
trees we have, especially 

large trees

Education, training, and 
community partnership 
are critical to achieving 

our goals



Key Sections in the Plan

1. Background and Plan Purpose

2. Plan Process

3. Portland’s Urban Forest Today

4. Vision, Goals, and Tree Canopy Goals

5. Recommendations and Implementation Strategy

6. Tracking Progress and Accountability



Vision for the Future
Portland’s urban forest is a healthy and resilient ecosystem which serves as a living testament to 
our commitment to community health and climate action. As people living on this land, we 
value, preserve, and care for the health of the urban forest, including the trees, vegetation, and 
soil.

• The urban forest is healthy, biodiverse, and climate-
resilient. 

• City decisions are guided by racial and social equity.

• The City and community work collaboratively to share 
responsibility and care for the urban forest.

• Trees are integrated into urban design and planning to 
support healthy people and ecosystems.



Goals



Tree Canopy Goals

1. Neighborhood 
minimum

2. Streets

3. Citywide and pattern 
areas 



Goal 1: 
Every neighborhood will 
have at least 25% tree 

canopy cover

Where we are 
today Goal Estimated Number 

of Trees Needed
43 out of 94 

neighborhoods
All 94 

neighborhoods 160,000 trees



Goal 2: 
Increase tree canopy cover 
over our streets to at least 

35% in 20 years 

Acres of canopy needed:

Trees needed: 

Where we are 
today Goal

Estimated 
Number of 

Trees Needed

24% 35% 108,000 trees



Goal 3: 
Increase tree canopy cover 
citywide to 45% in 40 years

Where we are 
today Goal Estimated Number 

of Trees Needed

32% 45% 660,000 trees



Achieving Goal 3 Equitably

Canopy Goal Current 
Canopy

Citywide 45% 32%

Pattern 
Areas

Western 66% 66%

Central 
City 20% 12%

Inner 45% 26%

Eastern 50% 27%

Rivers 20% 13%



Seven Recommendations to Help Us Achieve Our Vision and Goals



Implementation Strategy



Key Actions from the Implementation Strategy

• Street tree maintenance

• Financial assistance for tree care on private property

• Expansion of the City’s planting, education, and outreach programs

• Support for sustainable urban design (e.g., depaving, tree well expansion, Trees in the 
Curb Zone, and guidance to better integrate trees into development)

• Updates to policies and standards (e.g., Tree Code)



Tracking Progress and Accountability

• Every year we will track and share progress on 10 
performance measures

• Every three years we will provide a status report 
for each action and summarize challenges and 
opportunities



Next Steps



Next Steps

Read the draft 
Plan and submit 
your comments 

by April 13, 2025

• 50-day public comment period ending April 13th 

• Council Committees and City Council adoption in 
summer 2025

Visit www.Portland.gov/Trees/Portland-Urban-Forest-Plan 

http://www.portland.gov/Trees/Portland-Urban-Forest-Plan
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