
DESIGN COMMISSION 

NORTH PARK BLOCKS EXTENSION



PROJECT OVERVIEW

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

USPS MASTER PLAN

DESIGN



NORTH PARK BLOCKS EXTENSION | PORTLAND PARKS & RECREATION PLACE
MARCH 20, 2025

 3
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Project set-up
Contracting

Project advisory committee 
recruitment

Fall 2023 - Winter 2023

Winter 2023/24 - Winter 2024/25

Site 1

Community engagement
Planning/concept design process

Total allocation: $8 M
Anticipate $5-6 M for 

construction

Spring 2025 - Summer 2026
Site 2Design development

Construction documents
Permitting and contracting

Total allocation:
$11.4 M PP&R
$9.6 M PBOT

Fall 2026 - Summer 2027
Construction of Site 1 at PNCA

Fall 2027
Anticipated opening date
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SCHEDULE BUDGET
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PROJECT GOALS

• Balance the park’s importance to the neighborhood with its value as urban open space

• Link to existing park blocks with new, meaningful connections

• Confirm Broadway Corridor Master Plan ideas and supplement with current trends and community input 

• Provide open recreation areas and areas for community gathering and events

• Exceed Urban Forestry requirements tree canopy for urban parks

• Use design principles that prioritize pedestrian safety and connectivity, carefully integrating the Green 
Loop into the park without compromising programming potential

• Create a high-quality design with a high degree of consideration for maintenance requirements
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 1 SUMMARY
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3. COMMUNITY EVENT 1 INPUT AND TRENDS

Figure 05: “Your Priorities”, showing how the 
community invested their “money”

Station 1
Your Priorities

The first station at the community event 
collected input regarding the community’s 
priorities for NPBx. Using Monopoly money 
participants were asked to “invest” on the 
aspiration that best reflected their values 
by deposting into boxes labeled with 
each aspiration: accountable, connected, 
equitable, resilient, vibrant, and prosperous.  
Online, participants simply idenfiied if the 
aspiration was more or less important to 
them on a multiple-choice question. 

After counting the money and the votes the 
rankings that emerged are noted on the 
table to the right. 

3.1 Community Event 1

The first community-at-large event for the North Park Blocks Extension project took place on 
February 29, 2024 at the Pacific Northwest College of Art (PNCA). Approximately 75 people 
were in attendance and actively participated on the four stations where input was collected.  
Additionally, the online survey added input from approximately 73 more respondents for a 
total participation of roughly 150 community members. This section of the report provides an 
overview of the input collected by both the in-person and online tools. The full verbatim list of 
comments received are included on Appendix 2. 

ASPIRATION
RANKING 
AT OPEN 
HOUSE

RANKING 
PER ONLINE 

SURVEY*
TREND

ACCOUNTABLE 1 1

Identified as the most important value, this aspiration 
was interpreted as the need for maintenance and 
management for the site related to safety and control of 
homelessness and illegal use of drugs.

CONNECTED 2 3
Second top ranked, representing focus on reconnecting 
the city through this new open space.

EQUITABLE 3 4

Ranked very closely with connectivity, creating a space 
that ensures that access is available to all was identified 
as an important value. With this ranking, participants 
emphazised also the importance to permit access but 
to also ensure there is the appropriate management of 
homelessness and crime. 

RESILIENT 6 2

Although ranked the lowest at the open house with the 
money “investing”, ths value was identified as the second 
top ranking with the online responses. In average, we 
are thus considering this aspiration as the fourth priority 
for the community. The values associated with this 
aspiration center around creating a park that is possible 
to maintain and that lifts the neighborhood from the 
current ills of perceived neglect.  

VIBRANT 4 6
Providing many activities/opportunities to create a 
vibrant space were identified with this aspiration as a 
positive approach to the site. 

PROSPEROUS 5 5
This aspiration is considered relevant, but people 
expressed concern about focusing too much on 
commercial activities in the open space. 
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What are the Community’s Concerns 
regarding the park?

The summary of all the comments regarding 
community’s concerns for the park can be bundled 
into seven general topics (in order of importance): 
safety, connectivity, access and inclusion, 
sustainability and ecological values, history and 
legacy, longevity of the park, and feasibility of the 
park. 

The table below shows the recurrence of mentions 
for each of the general topics, indicating their percent 
of contribution to the total number of comments.  

This general analysis provides a sense that the 
central issues perceived by the community are 
safety and connectivity, closely followed by access/
inclusion and sustainability and ecological values. 
Behind those concerns, the community expressed 
need to preserve the history and legacy of the site, 
while questioning how to design the space for a 
lasting lifespan (longevity) and some people even 
challenged the possibility of responsibly building 
the park.  

INPUT AND TRENDS

Further insight on the community’s concerns is learned with the 
detailed categories on the trending that emerged from analyzing 
the responses. 

For the two top ranked topics of concern, the main focus was on 
the following statements, which were identified by reading and 
extracting the main message from them into summaries:

SAFETY
• Crime preventions is key for park success, specifically drug 

dealing
• Safety (in general) is central to open space success
• Safety specifically connected to cleanliness is paramount
• Removal and prevention of homelessness
• Density of use/usage for creating safety
• Compassionate management of homeless crisis
• Need to change perception of lack of safety
• Pedestrian safety from cars and bikes
• Monitoring the site is important; alternative means of 

monitoring should be considered

CONNECTIVITY
• The green loop is both a asset and a detractor for this site
• Biggest challenge and opportunity is to make this site the true 

connector between Chinatown and the Pearl
• Reestablishing natural and urban environment in harmony
• Dealing with the bridge and site elevation differences is key.Figure 10: Results Table for COMMUNITY’S CONCERNS

Refer to full results and details on 
APPENDIX 2.1 of this document. 
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INPUT AND TRENDS

Figure 11: Results Table for COMMUNITY’S WANTS

What does the Community Want for 
the park?

Regarding the input received on elements of site 
design, the results could also be organized into seven 
general topics (in order of importance): planting, 
program and activation, space design in general, 
special features, lighting and visibility, ground and 
grading, and paving recommendations. 

The table below illustrates the recurrence of 
mentions for each of the design topics, indicating 
their percent of contribution to the total number of 
comments.  

By sheer numbers, and in reading the specific 
responses, it is clear the community sees the 
space as a planted green space with a diversity of 
programs. Other elements, such as special features 
seem to be key for some respondents, and in 
general, lighting and good visibility were deemed 
necessary.  

In depth review of the community’s wants suggests a strong 
preference for tree densification on site. 

For the two top ranked recommendations for design, their main 
messages are:

PLANTING
• Trees, trees, trees. This was mentioned many times under all 

the different questions asked in the survey and the workshop 
activities. 

• Native and appropriate planting (understory)
• Lawn alternatives (no lawn)

PROGRAM AND ACTIVATION
• Public art as activator; permanent art, rotating exhibits, 

leveraging the connection with PNCA 
• Provide a space for artistic and other public events to be 

possible on the site
• Allowance for flexibility in the space, changeable or multi-

usable areas

Refer to full results and details on 
APPENDIX 2.2 of this document. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 2

THE SAFEST PLACE

Good, fun lighting

Easy to keep clean and 
maintained

Attractions to encourage visitors

Easy to move through

The results of Community Engagement #2 helped the design team and the City confirm what community 
members would like to see in the future park, narrowing down the previously determined goals of safe, 
connected, green, and flexible into more concrete elements for design.

134 people submitted surveys in-person or online for Community Event 2 – Three Concepts

THE CONNECTOR PARK

Accessible circulation 

Prioritizing pedestrians

Connected to surrounding areas

Celebrating local culture and 
history

THE GREENEST PLACE

Native planting

Interaction with nature

Trees to provide shade

Green open space

THE MOST FLEXIBLE DESTINATION

Shade and rain cover

Interactive art 

Support for a variety of events and 
activities

Diverse and accessible seating

TAKEAWAYS FOR DESIGN
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 2
A- QUILT B- TABLE C- CLEARING
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USPS MASTER PLAN
OPEN AREAS

• Street network and open spaces provide accessible connections
• Open space sequence anchored by a two-block extension and 

iconic termination of the North Park Blocks
• Bridges and elevated paths provide views
• New public streets connect formerly separated neighborhoods
• Johnson and Kearney prioritize pedestrians and bicyclists

• Largest central park gathering space suitable for active and 
passive recreation and community events

• Green Loop links the park at the south to the Broadway Bridge
• Green Loop ramp will be integrated with landscape and an active 

retail facility
• Smaller open spaces add connectivity to the most active areas

• Large flexible open space
• Accommodate wide range of community members and groups
• Uses will be managed to ensure consistent and inclusive 

activation
• Integrate Green Loop along western edge
• Green Loop climb will connect the Green Loop but also provide 

elevated open space with views of the North Park Blocks

SURROUNDING CONTEXT

CONNECTED OPEN SPACE

PARK
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DESIGN

• A distinct character for each block

• Enhanced relationship between Site 1 and Site 2

• Park Goals: be safe, flexible, connected, and
green

• The braided area on the west creates a dynamic
edge / spine

• The table ribbon as a symbol of community
coming together

• Diversity of scales for seating, gathering, moving

• A more open and playful ascent towards
Broadway Bridge

• Integration of the Green Loop into the park

KEY ELEMENTS & FEATURES

THE ASCENT

THE LAWN

THE PLAZA
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DESIGN

PROMENADE
Rest
Parade
Food & beverage
BALCONY
Overlook
Rest

TERRACE
Gather
Meet
Food & beverage

GARDEN
Pollinators
Stormwater
Walk
Lunch
Art exhibition

LAWN
Concert
Picnic
Sports
Festival

PLAZA
Gather
Market
Food truck

TABLE
Rest
Lunch
Meet

GREEN LOOP
Bike
Jog

Walk
Sit

Fitness

TABLE
Rest

Lunch
Meet

WATER PLAZA
Festival

Play

GARDEN
Pollinators

Stormwater
Walk

Lunch
Art exhibition

CANOPY
Gather

Meet
Socialize

PROGRAMCIRCULATION

Vehicular

Bike

Pedestrian

Bus Stop
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SITE 1 - THE PLAZA

PNCA
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SITE 1 - THE PLAZA

1

2
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SITE 1 - THE PLAZA
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SITE 1 - THE PLAZA
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SITE 2 SOUTH - THE LAWN
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SITE 2 SOUTH - THE LAWN

1
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SITE 2 SOUTH - THE LAWN
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SITE 2 NORTH - THE ASCENT

1

2

3 4

5

6

7
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SITE 2 NORTH - THE ASCENT
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SITE 2 NORTH - THE ASCENT
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SITE 2 NORTH - THE ASCENT
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SITE 2 NORTH - THE ASCENT
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SITE 2 NORTH - THE ASCENT
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SITE 2 NORTH - THE ASCENT
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SITE 2 NORTH - THE ASCENT
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GROUND LEVEL PLAN UPPER LEVEL PLAN

SITE 2 NORTH - BUILDING
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DISCUSSION


