Dec,16th,,1908.

Mr. C.FeDagpert,Supt,,

Garbage (rematory,
C 1T ¥Ya
near sié:- ‘ |
I enclose herewith the copy of a circular
letter I‘haVa received irom James O.Rountree,8ecretary of

the Portland Kealty Board,

Respesctfully,

l enc. Mayor,.
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LAW ‘OFFICES
OF
S. H. GRUBER
824-6 BOARD OF TRADE BLDG.
PHONE MAIN 5387

PORTLAND, OREGON, ... Dec. 14, 1908,

Trustees of the Chanber of Commerce,

Gentlermen: -
Your conmittee on lMupicipzl Affairs had its attention called

to the frightful condition of affairs that exists at the City Garbage
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Crematory, and in order to get at the facts ns they exist, on the
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9th inst. held a meeting and at which Mr. E.L.Dagrett, Superindentent
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of said Crematory was present as was also Dr. Esther Ponhl of the
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Mr. Dagsett stated in substance as follows:-

That the present crematory was built about eleven years ago

and that its capacity when in fairly good shape is about 25 tons of
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garbage per day, but that by operating it throughout the day and
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forcinz everything to the 1limit in connection with the incinerating

of garbage, 1t has bssen possible to incinerate about 35 tons per day.

ThAt at the present time its period of usefullness is about ended
& ' L. 1 w

as it is A]nﬂrly burnt out that it eannot last much longer and besides
: the top is inclining down in such a manner that it is liable

to fall in any day, and when that hapnpens there will be no means of
incinerating any of the garbage of the city; that for a long time

he has been repairing‘the crematory in order to keep it going. He
furt her stated that the amount of garbage which should be incinerated
delivered there through the winteyr months is from 40 to 50 tons per
day and that during the sunner months the amount of garhage which is
delivered and should be .incineratéd is about 75 tons per day. By
omputing the average amount of 2xcess of garbage delivered over that
incinerated by the cremmtory for a period of, say, 6 months at 10

ton per day, there would be about 1500 tons of garbage which is not

incinerated, and deductling 35 tons incinerated from the 756 tons
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er 6 months leaves 40 tons per day not incinerat-
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ed or for a period of 6 months makes 6000 tons, making a total for

the entire year of 75Q0 tons which is thrown on a dump in the

vicinity of the crematory. This is all exclusive of such things
as are not supposed to be incinerated at all.
that

He further stated that much of the garbagé/&s brought there

o

during the swamer season is so decayed as to be putrid and this
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particularly relative to vegetable matber anl meats, that the smell

is simply indescribable, and when it is considered that so large a
portion of this matter mixed with other garbage, 1s thrown on the
ground, it is not hard to understand what the odors must be for a
long distance from the garbage crémaﬁory grounds. Added to this

is the fact that, as he stated, the garbage in the dump is alive with
rats anl at times during high water the rats were driven out of

the dump to such an extent that at times one person inclined té see
how many he could kill, killed 500 to 1000 in one day with a club,
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It is necdless to say that under such circumstances, more or less
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of the rats will go to other portions of the city and it is
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altogether probablg that the rats that have infested the residence

sections of the city for 3 summers past have come from the garbage
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osed to
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cramatory dump. In view of the fact that the rats are supr
and in fact known to be the cause of the bubonic plazue being
carried throughout any city in which it once gets a start through the

carrying of fleas which leave the rats when they die and get on to
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cats, dogs and other domestic animals and otherwise by reason of whi®h



" they get into dwelling houses and of the further fact that during
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the past summer there were two cases of bubonic plague in the city
of Portland and of the further fact of the enormous expense which
mizht become necessary in order to eradicats the plague, as for

example, was the case in the city of San Francisco during the past

suwirier when aboutt $750,000 was paid by the city in connection with
the matter of killing off the rats and in order to stamp out the
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plague, we believe we are justified in saying that the most =nergetic
efforts possible shoufid be taken at the earliest possible time to
compel the city to provide sufficilent crematories to consume the
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garbage of the city or that a contract should be entered into by the
city with some responsible party or parties whoses duty it shall be
to remove the sarbage and incinerate the same and that a&ction should
be taken tending to destroy the myriads of rats that are now dn the
premises adjacent tp the cranatory or in and about the garbage which
has been dumped there and about the eity in general. From the best

information obtainable it is now thousht that not to exceed two

thirds of the garbage of the city is being gathered amli comveyed to

the cremsatory. The cremstory being in the northwestern portion of the
city necessitates the driving of wagons conveying thé garbage from
all sections of the city rpast of the Willamette River over the
bridges across the Willamette and thence through the business portion
of the city and with tat gathered from that portion of the city
J

west of the Willametie River thence through one of the best residence
parts of the city, in open filthy wagons, is so offensive as to be an
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intolerable nuisance to say nothing of the fact that oftentimes more

or less of the offensive matter falls from the wagons and helps to
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to litter up the streets.
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Your comnittee were further informed by lir. Dasgett that the

cost of collecting the garbage and transporting the same to the
city crematory‘and ineluding the iméineration of the same, has cost
the people and .city about $1.50 per tonm; that a crematory with a
apacity for incinerating 75 tons of garbage per day can be erected
for from agbout $70,000.00 to $75,000.00.

Your cominittee have further learned that a garmge destruction
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company naned "The Sanitary Garbage Destruction Company" has arplied
to the City Council for a franchise or for the privilege of collect-
ing all the garbage during the night time and for the transportating
thaereof during the nisht time from the places ¥hare collected in
wagons and carts so that the same can We clésed so as to be air
ticht, and which shall be cleaned and kept absolutely clean and

and odorless while the garbage is being transported through

sanitary
the city from the place so collected to some place at least two
miles outside the city limits and there destroyed, all at its own
expense, all for ar charge of not excesding 75 cents per ton or no%
to exceed one half the present cost to the people and city.
Your commnittee therefore recommends as follows, to-wit:-

First - That the Chamber of Commérce cause a suit to be comménced
and prosecuted in the name of one of its members or of some other
person against the City of Portland and such officers as now have
chargp of the collection, transporting anl delivery of the garbage

or ot lerwise as may be found advisable, and thatit and they be en-
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Joined from dumping any more garbage at any phce within the corpor-

ate limits of the City and also from delivering or permitting to
P P
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be delivered at or 1in the vicinity of the City Garbage €@rematory other
than such as can be perfectly incinerated during the day when so
delivered.

Second - We further recontend that the Chaaber of Commerce use its
utmos efforts.to induce the city to erect or cause to be eredted

two garbage crematories, each of a capacity for incinerating 75

tons of zarbage on the west side of the Willamette River and the
other at some suitable place on the east side of said river, so that
there will not exist the necessity of having the sarbage transported
ahy great distance through the more bus iness part of the city;

Or, if it shall be deemed preferable, that a Pranchise will all

suitable safe guards be granted to and a contract be made with some

individual or company for the collection and trsnsportaticg&o s onme

%

phce at least two miles outside the city limits, of all the city
garbage and at which latter place such garbage shall all be inciner-
ated, all at the leadt possible expense and which expense shall not
exceed 75 cents per ton, all in substantial conformity with a, copy
of the proposed ordinance, franchise and contract as submitted by
said The Sanitary Garbagm Destruction €Co. which is hereto attached
and marked Exhibit "A" and made a part hereof for refarence only.
Respectfully submitted,

(8igned) S.H.Gruber

" J.0.Rountree
" Matt. Poeler

~of the Coumit tee.



