
December 11, 2024 Council Agenda 

5795 
1900 SW Fourth Avenue, Room 2500, Portland, OR 97201 

In accordance with Portland City Code and state law, City Council holds hybrid public meetings, which provide for 
both virtual and in-person participation. Members of council elect to attend remotely by video and teleconference, 
or in-person. The City makes several avenues available for the public to listen to and watch the broadcast of this 
meeting, including the Q!Y.'s YouTube Channel, the QP-en Signal website, and Xfinity Channel 30 and 330. 

Questions may be directed to councilclerk@P-ortlandoregon.gov 

Wednesday, December 11, 2024 9:30 am 

Session Status: Adjourned 

Council in Attendance: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Former Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Councilor Dan Ryan 

Former Commissioner Rene Gonzalez 

Former Commissioner Mingus Mapps 

Mayor Wheeler presided. 

Officers in attendance: Lauren King, Senior Deputy City Attorney; Keelan McClymont, Council Clerk 

The consent agenda was approved on a Y-5 roll call. 

Council recessed at 11 :36 a.m. and reconvened at 11 :48 a.m. 
Council adjourned at 12:36 p.m. 

Public Communications 

1059 

Reguest of Chuck Crockett to address Council regarding_governing bodyjurisdiction (Public Communication) 

Document number: 1059-2024 

Council action: Placed on File 

1060 

Reguest of E.D. Mondaine to address Council regarding_grassroots movements within marginalized communities 
(Public Communication) 

Document number: 1060-2024 

Council action: Placed on File 



1061 

Reguest of Carl Kloos to address Council regardingJ~olicY. to Qromote conversion of office buildings to residential 
(Public Communication) 

Document number: 1061-2024 

Council action: Placed on File 

1062 

Reguest of Injured AndQissedoff to address Council regarding eviction (Public Communication) 
Document number: 1062-2024 

Council action: Placed on File 

1063 

Reguest of Sharon Nasset to address Council regarding tolls on 1-5 and the third bridge across the Columbia 
River (Public Communication) 

Document number: 1063-2024 

Council action: Placed on File 

Time Certain 

1064 

2024 Steve Lowenstein Trust Award (Presentation) 

Document number: 1064-2024 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Time certain: 9:45 am 

Time requested: 15 minutes 

Council action: Placed on File 

1065 

~QQOint Charity'. Kreider to the Portland Children's Levy Allocation Committee for term to exQire December 11,. 
2026 (Report) 

Document number: 1065-2024 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Portland Children's Levy 

Time certain: 10:00 am 

Time requested: 1 O minutes 

Council action: Confirmed 

Motion to accept the report: Moved by Mapps and seconded by Ryan. 
Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 



1066 

Continue ongoing efforts to reduce crime. imP-rove livability, and SUP-P-Ort community'. in and around Dawson 
Park (Resolution) 

Resolution number: 37691 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Time certain: 10:1 0 am 

Time requested: 20 minutes 

Council action: Adopted 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1067 

AdoP-t the Montgomery Park Area Plan including amendments to the ComP-rehensive Plan, ComP-rehensive Plan 
MaP-, Zoning MaP-, Zoning Code,..Qty}yide Design Guidelines, and related amendments to the Guild's Lake 
Industrial Sanctuary and Northwest District P-lans (amend Code Title 33) (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192000 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Planning and Sustainability (BPS) 

Time certain: 10:30 am 

Time requested: 15 minutes (1 of 3) 

Second reading agenda item 1028. 

Council action: Passed As Amended 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1068 

AdoP-t the Locally: Preferred Alternative for the Montgomery Park Transit Project (Resolution) 

Resolution number: 37692 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Transportation 

Time certain: 10:30 am 

Time requested: 15 minutes (2 of 3) 

Previous agenda item 1029. 

Council action: Adopted 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 



1069 

Authorize Agreement between the City. Portland Streetcar Inc. and 1535-A 1 LLC for P-Ublic benefits related to the 
Montgomery Park Area Plan (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192001 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Planning and Sustainability (BPS) 

Time certain: 10:30 am 

Time requested: 15 minutes (3 of 3) 

Second reading agenda item 1030. 

Council action: Passed As Amended 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

Consent Agenda 

1070 

Amend contract with Carollo Engineers, Inc for P-rofessional engineering services for the Columbia Boulevard 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Blower System and BuildingJnmrovement P-roject for $1,962,434 (amend Contract 
30007680; Project E11304). (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 19201 O 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Environmental Services 

Council action: Passed to second reading 

Passed to second reading December 18, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

1071 

Authorize comP-etitive solicitation and contract with the lowest resP-onsive and resP-onsible bidder for the 
Columbia Boulevard Wastewater Treatment Plant Digester Gas Combustion SY.stem Project (Project E10649). 
(Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192011 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Environmental Services 

Council action: Passed to second reading 

Passed to second reading December 18, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 



1072 

Authorize comP-etitive solicitation and contract with the lowest resP-onsive and resP-onsible bidder for 
construction imP-rovements of the Swan Island Combined Sewer Overflow PumP- Station PumP-s 1. 3 and 5 
P-roject (Project E11368). (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192012 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Environmental Services 

Council action: Passed to second reading 

Passed to second reading December 18, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

1073 

Amend grant agreement with Earth Advantage Inc to increase the amount by $10.300.000 to P-Urchase additional 
eguiP-ment and subcontracted services for the Cooling Portland Program (amend Grant Agreement 32002637). 
(Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 191992 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Planning and Sustainability (BPS); Portland Clean Energy Community Benefits Fund (PCEF) 

Second reading agenda item 1038. 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1074 

tiP-P-roP-riate grant for $1,359,000 from the U.S. DeP-artment of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of 
Justice Assistance Fiscal Year 2024 BY.rne Discretionary Grants Program for FY 2024-25 (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 191993 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Police 

Second reading agenda item 1039. 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1075 

Authorize Letter of Agreement between the Portland Police Association and the Portland Police Bureau to allow 
retroactive clarification of Articles 37.2 and 65.2 of the collective bargaining_ggreement (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 191994 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Police; City Attorney; Human Resources 

Second reading agenda item 1040. 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 



1076 

*Create the Portland Fire & Rescue SP-ecial Revenue Fund (Emergency Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 191995 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Portland Fire & Rescue 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1077 

Assess P-roP-erties for sidewalk, curb and driveway reP-air for the Bureau of TransP-ortation (Y1105) (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 191996 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Revenue Division 

Second reading agenda item 1042. 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1078 

*Pay woP-erty: damage claim of Dorene Dehen/D3 ProP-erties Inc for $10,000 involving the Bureau of 
Environmental Services and the Portland Water Bureau (Emergency Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 191997 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Risk Management 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1079 

*Pay settlement of Belen Garcia-ZeP-eda bodily' inj!J.IY. claim for $18.808 involving the Portland Police Bureau 
(Emergency Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 191998 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Risk Management 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 



1080 

*Am:2roP-riate $557.536 in FY 2024-25 from Oregon DeP-artment of TransP-ortation for 82nd Ave P-roject 
develoP-ment (Emergency Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 191999 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Transportation 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

Regular Agenda 

1081 

Amend Code to align with the amended City Charter aQP-roved by voters in Portland Measure 26-228 (amend 
Code Titles 13 and 28. and reP-lace Code Titles 14. 26. and 29). (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192002 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: City Government and Leadership 

Second reading agenda item 1048. 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1082 

Authorize water revenue bonds to finance water system ca Rita I imP-rovements for an amount sufficient to 
P-roduce net P-roceeds of LIP- to $250 million and to refund outstanding water revenue bonds (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192003 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Investor Relations for Portland Bonds 

Second reading agenda item 1050. 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 



1083 

Amend contract with Northwest Success. Inc to add funds for janitorial services not to exceed $2.450.000 
(amend Contract 30008600). (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192015 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Parks & Recreation 

Second reading agenda item 1036. 

Council action: Continued 

Motion to postpone the second reading and vote on Item 1083 to December 18, 2024: Moved by Mapps and 
seconded by Ryan. (Aye (5) - Mapps, Rubio, Ryan, Gonzalez, Wheeler) 
Continued to December 18, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 

1084 

*Amend Portland City Code Title 24 Building Regulations to add Chaf;!ter 24.31 to address transient lodgiog_(add 
Code Chaf;!ter 24.31) (Emergency Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192004 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Permitting & Development 

Time requested: 20 minutes 

Previous agenda item 1058. 

Council action: Passed As Amended 

Motion to add Directive C to Item 1084 as follows: The Deputy City Administrator for Community and Economic 
Development Service Area shall evaluate the assessment of System Development Charges (SDC)s against 
transient and short-term lodging in commercial zones and report to the City Administrator by no later than June 
30, 2025: Moved by Gonzalez and seconded by Mapps. (Aye (5) - Mapps, Rubio, Ryan, Gonzalez, Wheeler) 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1085 

Amend the Portland Clean EnergY. Community Benefits Fund Climate Investment Plan (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192005 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Planning and Sustainability (BPS); Portland Clean Energy Community Benefits Fund (PCEF) 

Second reading agenda item 1052. 

Council action: Passed 
Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 



1086 

Add wireless facility OP-erators to the Utility_ OP-erators Code and amend fee schedule to include wireless facilities 
in the right-of way_ (amend Code Title 12). (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192006 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Planning and Sustainability (BPS) 

Second reading agenda item 1057. 

Council action: Passed As Amended 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1087 

Assess P-roP-erties for sidewalk. curb and driveway reP-air for the Bureau of TransP-ortation (Y1104)_(Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192007 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Revenue Division 

Second reading agenda item 1053. 

Council action: Passed As Amended 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1088 

*Pay Workers' ComP-ensation Claims of Paul J. Bieker for $420,000 involving Portland Fire & Rescue (Emergency 
Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192008 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Risk Management 

Time requested: 10 minutes 

Council action: Passed 

Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

1089 

Assess benefited P-roP-erties for street. sidewalk. stormwater and sanitary sewer imP-rovements in the N Suttle 
Rd Local lmP-rovement District (C-10058). (Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192016 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Transportation 

Time requested: 30 minutes 

Council action: Passed to second reading 

Passed to second reading December 18, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 



Four-Fifths Agenda 

1090 

*Pay settlement of Zaire Wellman bodilyJni.!JIY. lawsuit for $100,000 involving the Portland Police Bureau 
(Emergency Ordinance) 

Ordinance number: 192009 

Introduced by: Former Mayor Ted Wheeler 

City department: Risk Management 

Time requested: 1 O minutes 

Council action: Passed 
Aye (5): Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, Ryan, Rene Gonzalez, Ted Wheeler 

Wednesday, December 11, 2024 2:00 pm 

Session Status: No session scheduled 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 2:00 pm 

Session Status: No session scheduled 
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Dan Ryan Commissioner
Rene Gonzalez Commissioner
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E.D. Mondaine Mondaine (Communications) 1060
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Margie Harris Trustee, Lowenstein Trust 1064
Dana Lynn Louis 2024 Lowenstein Trust Awardee 1064
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Kristine Kennedy (Testimony) 1089
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Portland City Council Meeting Closed Caption File 

December 11, 2024 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

This file was produced through the closed captioning process for the televised city 

Council broadcast and should not be considered a verbatim transcript. The official 

vote counts, motions, and names of speakers are included in the official minutes. 

 

Speaker: Good morning, everybody. This is the December 11th 2024 morning 

session of the Portland City Council. Keelan, please call the roll Mapps.  

Speaker:  Here. Rubio. Here. Ryan. Here. Gonzalez. Here. Wheeler.  

Speaker:  Here. We'll now hear from legal counsel on the rules of order and 

decorum. Good morning.  

Speaker:  Give me just a moment. It's on my computer, but my audio is coming up. 

All right. Sorry about that. No worries. Your mic.  

Speaker:  All right.  

Speaker:  Welcome to the Portland City Council. To testify before council in person 

or virtually. You must sign up in advance on the council agenda at. 

Portland.gov/council agenda. Information on engaging with council can be found 

on the council clerk's web page. Individuals may testify for three minutes unless the 

presiding officer states otherwise, your microphone will be muted when your time 

is over. The presiding officer preserves order. Disruptive conduct such as shouting, 

refusing to conclude your testimony when your time is up or interrupting others 

testimony or council deliberations will not be allowed. If you cause a disruption, a 

warning will be given. Further disruption will result in an ejection from the meeting. 

Anyone who fails to leave once ejected is subject to arrest for trespass. Additionally, 

council may take a short recess and reconvene virtually. Your testimony should 



address the matter being considered. When testifying, state your name for the 

record. Your address is not necessary. If you are a lobbyist, identify the organization 

you represent. Virtual testifiers should unmute themselves when council clerk calls 

your name. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you very much. And before we jump into communications, I just 

want to extend a couple of thank yous on behalf of all of us here up front on the 

dais. As many of you know, we moved out of our historic City Council chambers the 

better part of a year ago so that renovations could take place in anticipation of a 

larger City Council and a city administrator function being part of those council 

sessions. So we moved here in order to be able to continue our meetings. And I 

know that that caused both a lot of consternation as well as significant inconvenient 

for a lot of city employees as well as the public. And I just want to acknowledge 

those sacrifices. I want to thank all of our council staff and people who have been 

working tirelessly behind the scenes to make sure that everything gets moved here 

and that everything is operating efficiently. Keelan, I would like to thank you and 

rebecca and the council clerk staff. I know this has been particularly hard for your 

operations to be able to move here and then move elsewhere. Our legal staff, of 

course, bts, as we just saw a moment ago, has been troubleshooting endlessly and 

tirelessly to make sure that the technology here is adapted for the needs of a City 

Council session. Of course, all of our security folks, not just council security, who do 

a great job at the building security as well, when we moved City Council here to this 

building, it created a whole new workload for the folks who ensure that this 

building and the Portland state facilities are secure. Last but not least, the public 

obviously made sacrifices in terms of having to come here to testify. It's a little bit 

harder in some cases for many people to be able to make it here, to testify in 

person, and we appreciate everybody's perseverance. This is our last meeting here 



in this facility. Next week on the 18th, we will be moving back into our historic but 

renovated City Council chamber for what we hope will be a successful dry run of 

those facilities. They'll undoubtedly be some kinks and some technology issues and 

lighting issues and communications issues, but we'd like to get those ironed out 

next week before the new council comes in for their first session on January 2nd. So 

long way of just saying. Thank you all for your patience and your understanding 

during this process. We'll move to communications. First up is item number 1059. 

First individual please, Keelan request of chuck crockett to address council 

regarding governing body jurisdiction.  

Speaker:  They canceled their request.  

Speaker:  Oh they did. Okay. Then we'll go to 1060, please.  

Speaker:  Next individual request of ed mundane to address council regarding 

grassroots movements within marginalized communities. They are joining online.  

Speaker:  Welcome, pastor.  

Speaker:  Good morning. It's good to see you all. Likewise. To mayor Wheeler and 

members of the City Council, i. Honored to be here this morning. And recognizing 

that your ten year draws to a close. I’m present here with you, filled with reflection, 

gratitude, and a renewed sense of purpose. Over the past 4 to 8 years, this city, our 

city, has faced some of its most significant trials from a global pandemic that 

challenged our very way of life to a national reckoning on racial injustice that placed 

Portland squarely in the national spotlight. We have navigated storm after storm, 

mayor Wheeler, under your leadership and alongside this council, past and present, 

we've confronted these challenges head on. Portland became a stage for cries of 

justice and peace. Organizations such as the naacp, the urban league, and bynum 

ministerial alliance joined hands with jewish communities and countless others to 

bring calm amidst chaos, to restore hope amidst despair. While our streets may 



have been torn and marred, our spirit as a city has endured. As a leader in this 

community, I am proud to have partnered with you during these turbulent times. 

From feeding thousands of our most vulnerable during our pandemic through 

portions to preserving black landmarks from erasure, I have seen firsthand the 

resilience and determination that this city embodies. Together, we have rebuilt, 

restored, and reimagined what Portland can and must be. One of the crowning 

achievements during this time was the Portland clean energy fund, which has 

brought millions of dollars into resources to the marginalized community, 

supporting ecological projects and creating pathways to a more sustainable future. 

As its first petitioner, I have seen how this initiative has not only uplifted 

communities, but also demonstrated what we can achieve when equity and 

innovation align. Yet, as we prepare to usher into a new administration, I want to 

share a message of continuity. Doctor martin luther king spoke of an unsettling 

force, a collective power of people who demand justice and equity. That force 

remains alive in this city. To these stepping aside, know that lessons you have 

imparted will continue to shape this city's future. To the incoming administration, I 

pledge to remain a partner carrying forward the spirit of unity, progress and hope 

that has been our guiding light. Portland challenges are not behind us, but neither 

is its potential. Together, we are the uncertain and we will rise. Thank you. This is ed 

montini, pastor of celebration tabernacle and the founder of the unsettling force.  

Speaker:  Pastor. Thank you. What a terrific and an important message. Thank you 

so much for being here today to share it. And I also, just since I might not get a 

chance, I want to thank you for your leadership over the years and the many, many 

contributions you've made to the community. I’ve learned a lot from you, and I 

appreciate you and I respect you, and I look forward to continuing to work with you 

in the years ahead. Thank you sir.  



Speaker:  You're welcome.  

Speaker:  Next individual please. 1061.  

Speaker:  Request of carl lewis to address council regarding policy to promote 

conversion of office buildings to residential. They canceled their request. 1062 

please request of injured and off to address council regarding eviction. It doesn't 

look like they're here.  

Speaker:  I see them here. Okay. Very good.  

Speaker:  1063 please request of sharon nasset to address council regarding tolls 

on i-5 and the third bridge across the columbia river. Here she is.  

Speaker:  Good morning. Thank you for being here.  

Speaker:  Nice to see you. Especially on this day.  

Speaker:  It is. It's a beautiful day.  

Speaker:  Do I hand you material as a clerk? Materials for council, i, I do, but maybe 

i'll just. Maybe i'll just speak and send it electronically. Good morning. Good 

morning. Thank you very much. I sent in to talk about tolling and. Oh, I should say 

it'd be more polite. Chair or mayor Wheeler and council members. Thank you very 

much. I’m sharon asset, and I’m with third bridge now with economic 

transportation alliance. Sorry, I just came up from parking. I couldn't get the thing 

to accept my card.  

Speaker:  Oh, no, it's not just, you know, I’ve gotten I’ve gotten a ticket before.  

Speaker:  I was crazy, so I had to chase down some people for coins.  

Speaker:  And so I just ran in. So the thing I’m here to talk about is tolling. And I was 

going to be speaking in February and they said this came up. Otherwise I’d be doing 

homeless today because it's cold outside. But right now the i-5 freeway is called the 

i-5 freeway because we do not have tolling on it. We were the first state to have 

tolling. Excuse me, fuel used instead of tolls. In 1917, after two years of having a toll 



on the i-5 bridge which came in in 1917, people decided they didn't want to carry 

money on them and that by going gasoline or fuel at the time would be the best 

way to go, and the rest of the nation has followed us. 100% of what you put in 

comes out into the funding, and 100% of the calculation is taken care of by the 

company that takes it in a fuel that is regulated, which is electrical or petroleum is 

able to be measured. And they already know how to send us taxes because you can 

see it on your bill now. So tolling has many costs associated with it. The one cost 

that is mostly associated with it is we would be changing the designation of the i-5 

freeway. It will no longer be a freeway. It would be the first time between canada 

and mexico that the main line of the i-5 freeway would be tolls, and they would take 

the designation of freeway off. We Portland would be removing the designation, 

and any city along it would now be allowed to put a toll on it, because it would now 

be an interstate. But not the freeway. We are not discussing the fact, and they have 

not laid out any of what it would come to have this process changed and what it 

would do for Portland and our reputation to change it. $0.01 on a gallon of gasoline 

gives us $36 million statewide. You can do it county by county. So you can do higher 

here, lower in areas where they drive further. So that means in a three year period, 

a ten year period, you would have $3,000,000,600 million, enough to pay for that. 

So for a dime's worth of difference, something you don't notice because the 

gasoline goes up and down, you would have that bridge totally paid for 30% 

diversion straight off the top from tolling. They can't get it. They can't read it. The 

person doesn't pay it. You then have sorry, then then you have 45% administration 

leaving you with $0.39 from a dollar. You get 100% comp comp calculation and 

100% compensation from fuel and $0.39 on the dollar from the other. No reason to 

switch. I’m hoping that you. The commission, the Oregon city commission just had a 



meeting a month ago. Nobody showed up for it. Three citizens. It's not on 

anybody's radar. Changing the designation would be wrong.  

Speaker:  Thank you, thank you. And you're going to give us some materials 

through the clerk there. I'll send it in. Thank you. Great. Thank you. And I know this 

is going to be a big issue in front of the legislature this session, so I’m sure we'll look 

forward to hearing from you again and seeing you again.  

Speaker:  Yes, yes it is, because it is. It's really, really important for our economy. 

And I want to thank you. As treasurer, you did a very good job of being fair and 

honest, and you stood up for a long time. I kind of wish you would have went 

further and had them pursue exactly where all the money is. I think we're closing in 

on $400 million. You know, crc was 240. This one started out to be 100 million. And 

I think we're closing in on $400 million of just studies. But you did an excellent job. 

And when we when people went to you about it, you looked into it. And I appreciate 

that you were a fair and honest in that dealing. Thank you treasurer. Thank you sir, 

and good luck.  

Speaker:  Yeah, thanks I appreciate it. You too. Does that complete 

communications then. Yes. All right. Why don't we do the consent agenda? Because 

we're one minute ahead of where we need to be for the first time. Certain. Have 

any items been pulled off of the consent agenda?  

Speaker:  No items have been pulled.  

Speaker:  Please call the roll. Max, I cbo I Ryan.  

Speaker:  Hi, Gonzalez.  

Speaker:  Hi. Hi. The consent agenda has been adopted. We'll go to the first. Yeah, 

we can do it now. The first time certain item, please, is item number 106 for a 

presentation.  

Speaker:  2020 for steve loewenstein trust award.  



Speaker:  Colleagues, this is a presentation that we've been giving every year. 

Commissioner Mapps has done a fantastic job of bringing forward this item each 

year up to this point. The council uses this opportunity to honor a Portlander who 

has made an enduring impact on the lives of those who are experiencing poverty in 

our community or marginalization. The loewenstein trust award, which was 

established 33 years ago, was created in memory of steve loewenstein, who served 

as executive former executive to former city commissioner mike lindberg during 

the 1980s. Steve was a tireless advocate for social justice, and as you'll hear, his 

legacy continues to inspire many, many people here in our community. When steve 

passed away in 1990, the loewenstein trust was established to recognize individuals 

who have made the greatest contributions to assisting the poor and underserved 

here in the city of Portland. During my time as mayor, I’ve seen firsthand how the 

trust consistently selects honorees who embody this mission. And this year is, of 

course, no exception. Today, we recognize dana lynn louis, founder of gather, make 

shelter. Dana's remarkable work has provided Portlanders experiencing 

homelessness with opportunities to rebuild a sense of belonging and hope through 

art and place making. If you've visited one of the city's safe rest villages, you've 

likely seen dana's influence. Colorful murals and thoughtfully designed spaces that 

bring beauty and a sense of care to our shelters, creating a welcoming environment 

for people as they stabilize and they work towards securing permanent housing. 

This is just one example of the transformative impact dana has had through gather 

make shelter. Now i'll turn it over to joe hertzberg and margie harris, trustees on 

the of the trust board, to share more about the trust and introduce this year's 

honoree, dana lynn. Louis, welcome. Thank you for being here again. Hi, mayor and 

commissioners, it's a pleasure to be here.  



Speaker:  I’m going to take a minute to talk about steve lowenstein. Could I have 

the first slide? Steve packed an amazing career into only 52 years on the planet. He 

helped shape the peace corps, worked with the ford foundation in ethiopia and 

chile. He founded the Oregon law center and the Oregon law foundation, and in his 

spare time, he wrote the definitive history of jews in Oregon. But we're here in City 

Council because he spent six years in Portland city hall as mike lindbergh's chief of 

staff, he was trusted as a straight shooter, a consensus builder and a passionate 

advocate for social justice. He was a mentor and a role model for many people still 

in leadership positions in the city. He was also a cherished friend with an incurable 

sweet tooth and an infectious cackle of a laugh. As the mayor said when he died, he 

endowed a trust fund to annually recognize in his words, that person who 

demonstrated the greatest contribution to assisting the poor and underprivileged 

in the city of Portland. Next slide please. This year, we're presenting the steve 

lowenstein award for the 33rd time, every one of them at a meeting of the Portland 

City Council, dana lynn louis joins a distinguished group of local treasures, many of 

them unsung. It's been an honor and a privilege to give them just a bit of the 

recognition they deserve. You undoubtedly recognize many of these names, but 

you might not have at the time they received the award. Selecting the honoree is 

the most humbling and rewarding thing that I do all year, along with my fellow 

trustees art alexander, jamal folsom, monica graci, michelle harper, margie harris, 

mark jolin, paul kelly, adrian livingston, shelly romero, and charlie williamson. 

Adrian and mark are past recipients of the award, and michelle, a long time city 

employee and our fearless leader, is missing this presentation. For only the second 

time in 33 years. Next slide please. I’m just going to put these these links up for 

people watching the at home. And you know so they can refer to it later. Could you 

put up that slide with urls. The award includes an honorarium of $10,000 raised 



entirely from contributors who value steve's legacy. And margie harris is going to 

introduce today's honoree, dana lynn. Louis.  

Speaker:  Thank you, joe. Good morning, mayor and members of the council. It's a 

pleasure to be here today. My name is margie harris, and I am a trustee of the 

lowenstein board. And it's my pleasure to introduce our 33rd awardee for the steve 

lowenstein honorarium. And it's dana lynn louis who's here with us. Founder. 

Founder of gather, make shelter. Dana is many wonderful things and has many 

wonderful qualities. And among them you are an artist, a social justice activist, a 

convener, a collaborator, and above all, a humanitarian. You're also a bicyclist. And 

the reason I mention that is because in 2017, you had a flat tire near a homeless 

shelter by the steel bridge. And but for that day and stopping to talk to someone 

about a bike mechanic who lived in that homeless camp, you might never have had 

the idea to create, gather, make shelter, but that stimulated the idea to bring 

people together, to create art, and to do so with both unhoused artists and those 

who were housed in our community. What they needed as houseless people, and 

what you could do to help them, is what spurred the creation of gather, make 

shelter. Sometime after that interaction, the first project was one of gathering 

together people who had made ceramic bowls and gathering unhoused people to 

artistically decorate those bowls. And you believe that a shared activity like that 

would build trust and understanding between people, would lift their spirits, ignite 

hope, and ultimately improve their lives. And you were right. Over time, the project 

of gather, make shelter has evolved into a network of artists working together while 

also creatively addressing the local housing crisis. Dana, you were a central part of 

an early coalition devoted to transitioning people living on the streets into the first 

three tiny house villages. Joe and I passed one on the way here today. Village 

residents were united, as you said, mr. Mayor, to beautify their new community 



with painted exteriors, colorful gardens and lovely landscaping. Beauty is a theme 

throughout your life and certainly throughout the lives of those you are serving 

today. Gather makes shelter occupies a very sunny space where everyone is 

welcome. A studio is full of houseless community members and people in transition 

to temporary and permanent housing, and local artists come to paint, sketch, make 

ceramics, create textiles and other forms of art expression. An adjacent gallery 

space displays their artwork and when it is sold, generates income for those artists. 

The artwork of some participants has also been published in colorful books, with a 

tour making its way across the state. Participants are also branching out to paint 

murals and other art installations in the community at large. In the nearly eight 

years since gather, make shelter began, thousands of people have attended gather, 

make shelter, events and activities, while hundreds from the houseless community 

have come through its doors to revive or unlock their creative talents. So much 

more has happened in their lives. Friendships have developed connections to social 

services, and essential resources are being made, meals are shared, people are 

seen and heard and supported. Pride, dignity and hope is being restored and 

stability is found. A nurturing community has been built, dana, where others look 

away from the challenges facing houseless people. You walk toward them, you 

engage directly with them. Where others may be fearful. You bring your openness 

and your genuine communication, your genuine curiosity, and where others make 

assumptions and have judgment, you exude authenticity and establish trust. I 

believe because you see the world through artistic eyes. You deeply understand 

and recognize the beauty that can be made through art and the beauty that lives 

within all of us as human beings. On behalf of the loewenstein trust, we honor and 

we thank you, dana, for the countless lives you have touched and made better here 



in the city of Portland. Congratulations so much. Thank you. And dana has her own 

remarks to share.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Greetings, mayor and councilors. I really appreciate the 

opportunity to be here and to be honored in this way really blows my mind, you 

know, to see the list of people that have come before me and you've given this 

award to I think me to like, really. And marjorie, you did such a good job introducing 

me that you took most of my comments away. But I do have some things to say. 

And for one, I’m I’m deeply appreciative of being seen. And I think relative to the 

project, gather, make shelter. That is a core value of ours and something that has 

from the very beginning is to listen and to be seen is, is are two extremely 

important things. And that's what we all want. And I feel deeply seen today. So 

thank you so much for that. I came here in 1989, which is the year that he died. I 

mean, I came here in the fall of 89 and steve died in 90. And I have to believe that I 

got judged somehow by that energy. And I think that that judging it lives in many of 

us around town where there's, there's tiny lights and there's magnets that bring us 

together to collaborate with each other. And I stayed in Portland for all these years 

because I really believe in that deep collaboration and, and our ability to 

collaborate with each other and to do extraordinary things. And I think, you know, 

given what's going on in our country and our world right now, Portland is an 

example of a place, and Oregon is an example of a place that has continually 

chosen different paths and figured out ways to rise above. And I hope that 

gathering shelter, and I believe that gathering shelter contributes to that. It's a 

deeply collaborative project, and I just want to give you a couple examples, because 

it goes beyond the artists in town. We during the pandemic, when, as marjorie 

margie said, we helped start c-3po, which was the beginning of the safe village 

model. And mayor Wheeler, I remember the day where you came into old town, 



and we sat down with a bunch of people together and had tea, and you got 

introduced to all the amazing things that were happening there. And I’m not going 

to say c-3po was perfect. However, several things from that time led to what we 

now have as an expanded opportunity for people who are living outside to be in 

villages. And you said as you were leaving, we need hundreds of these. And we 

don't have hundreds, but we have more. And that's that's amazing. And particularly 

I just want to shout out to cultivate initiatives and to we shine villages who are 

deeply were deeply partnered with who are exemplary and how they they 

transparently use their funds and treat humanity. I’m really proud to be aligned 

with them. Another thing that happened during the pandemic, the gifts of the 

dangerous things that happened, was that killian pacific, who's a developer in town, 

called me up and said, you know, you work with and support everybody that we'd 

like to be aligned with, but we don't have access to. What do you need? And I said, 

money, we need money. And at that time, we were working out of my truck on the 

street in my studio. Et cetera. Under tarps. And he said, adam tyler, who's the ceo 

over there, said, we have about a 2000 square foot storefront in the pearl district 

with a roll up garage door during the pandemic. And I said, okay, maybe let me get 

back to you. He goes, what do you mean, maybe? I said, well, I don't make any 

decisions without talking to my people that I work with. So I got on my bike, as you 

say, and rode around, collected some folks, and we pressed our noses up against 

the storefront. And there was a resounding, hell yes! Let's do this. We can, we can, 

you know, we will walk in like we own it. And that was supposed to be between 

three months and three years. And this is five and a half years later. And somewhat 

unfortunately for killian, they haven't been able. And the economy, they haven't 

been able to raise that building and turn it into something else, although they don't 

lead with that when they approach us, they're so proud to be aligned with us. In 



fact, that's, you know, more than five and a half years ago. And last year I called 

them and said, hey, building still hasn't been raised. Can we have some more? And 

they gave us this gorgeous storefront. So we have two spaces in the in old town, I 

mean, in the pearl district. And it's really amazing. I also just want to say a couple 

things about the nation's take on Portland. And the new york times consistently 

looks at us and says things like, we are filled with houseless folks that are mentally 

ill and on drugs. And that is not the only part of the population that is on the 

streets. And propublica came a few months ago and interviewed us and several 

other organizations that are proving that actually there is more on the streets than 

that. And I just want to say that I am a fly fisher. I am a hunter, and I am a seed 

planter. I fly fish for opportunities, I plant seeds for coordination and collaboration 

with others, and I hunt treasure. And there's a lot of treasure on our streets, and I 

am so thankful for the opportunity and the trust and faith that my amazing team, 

some of whom are here today, and my board members who are also a tiny team, 

and the hundreds and hundreds of people, some of whom are here today that I 

work with, who have many of them gotten into housing since they lived at c3po and 

other places and are now taking leadership roles in gathering shelter. So I just want 

to encourage more collaboration in our city, and I look forward to working with the 

new council and the new mayor in order to help move these initiatives forward. 

Thank you for your time and for giving me the opportunity to be here today. Thank 

you dana.  

Speaker:  Appreciate it.  

Speaker:  And since they made the effort, it could could we have your team stand 

up just to be recognized? Thank you for being here.  

Speaker:  Yes.  



Speaker:  Yeah. I just want to add one footnote. Steve's original idea, and he 

realized it was unworkable was to alternate between someone who had helped the 

poor and underprivileged and someone who'd contributed to the arts in the city of 

Portland. And ethan seltzer nominated dana, and his comment was, steve would 

have loved this woman. And I have no doubt of that.  

Speaker:  And ethan is a former member of the staff with mike bloomberg, who 

knew steve and ethan on your board?  

Speaker:  Yeah, ethan's on on my board, and ethan is about to go off the board to 

go back to being the chief pizza delivery person and advisor to us.  

Speaker:  Excellent.  

Speaker:  But has served on on our board from the very beginning. And before 

there was a board listening to a lot of tears and anxiety and excitement.  

Speaker:  So excellent. Thank you. I know some of my colleagues would like to say 

a few words as well. Commissioner Mapps sure.  

Speaker:  Let me just start off by thanking our guests for being here today. I'll tell 

you, I’ve had the privilege to serve on this council for about four years, and this 

award is literally one of my favorite parts of the job. It's a reminder of the impact 

that Portlanders can make on our community, and every year it's a real delight to 

meet the new awardees. I want to congratulate dave dana for winning this 

prestigious award, and I want to say to my colleagues, you know, I’m delighted to 

join you in recognizing dana lynn louis for being this year's recipient of the stephen 

loewenstein trust award. As we've heard today, dana has spent decades creating 

art that inspires connection and contemplation, as we also heard today. In 2017, 

she turned her talent and passion towards addressing one of the most urgent 

crises of our time homelessness. As the founder of gather make shelter, dana has 

used art as a powerful tool to build community, foster hope and restore dignity for 



thousands of Portlanders. Now, what has started as a single pottery painting 

project has grown into an organization that has partnered with over 23 local 

groups, engaged more than 2800 individuals and created meaningful artistic 

spaces, including artistic spaces and some of our safe rest villages. As we have 

learned today, dana's work enriches our city's artistic landscape and addresses the 

isolation that so many feel in moments of crisis, which is why I’d like to thank miss 

louis for reminding us that art can heal, connect, and inspire change. Thank you so 

much and congratulations.  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Rubio, thank you. And I too want to say that this is one of 

the most inspiring moments of the year, and I’ve had been lucky enough to see it 

multiple times over the years and know a number of the people that have received 

the award. So I’ve really felt and seen firsthand the impact of this award. And what 

there is no award quite like it that I’ve seen anywhere else. So it's really inspiring 

that it's so local and it's people who actually see the people doing the work in the 

community. And, dana, I just want to congratulate you for your transformative 

leadership at this organization. As someone who's worked in the community for a 

time, I know, and I’ve seen the role that the transformative role that arts can play, 

particularly with vulnerable communities, in terms of strengthening identity and 

experience and giving voice to those experiences. I also know that it really takes a 

true leader and visionary who's community centered, who has deep compassion, 

and who really believes that everyone is deserving of dignity no matter what their 

story and no matter what their circumstances. And they deserve that belonging. 

And you have that. And you've held that, held that at the center. From what I know 

about you and what I’ve read about you and watched your organization and you 

really bridged these worlds really beautifully, and you create a safe and loving 



environment and atmosphere through art and through connection and through 

community, while also respecting the innate wisdom of the participants that are 

there. So this, to me, is what true healing looks like in our community. And we need 

more experiences like this and more leaders like you. So I just want to say thank 

you on behalf of all of us here at the city, for your vision and your hope and your 

connection and the healing that you bring to all of us. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yeah, first, thank you to the steve lowenstein board and volunteers. You 

keep the steve spirit alive and how it's actually quite remarkable. This is my fifth 

one. And like commissioner Rubio said, it's definitely a highlight of the year. Dana, 

congratulations. I was fortunate to meet you through our mutual friend pippa. 

Aaron and I knew minutes into the conversation that you were the real deal. Your 

your head and your heart were clearly connected. Your passion was off the charts, 

and you were free to say exactly what you needed to say. And so we came into the 

meeting knowing that I came into the meeting knowing, along with charity montez, 

who was the manager of the safe rest villages, was like a minute into it that a 

cyclone fence wouldn't cut it and that having a beautiful fence was more 

meaningful than I think most people could understand. And you affirmed that and 

how? And you also took that and ran with it. You also gave it away. So your 

collaborative spirit allows ripples to take place. And so you helped us know that it 

was about the community inside the villages that had to be deeply engaged and 

involved. So I appreciated that it wasn't something that you held on to tightly, but 

you knew that it just needed to happen. And so I really appreciate that type of a 

leader that takes an idea, shares it, moves it along and continues to do fabulous 

things. Thank you. You're welcome. And your kindness is, I think needs to be lifted. 

Because of that. We're at a time and a place, and we're in the season of advent and 



other seasons at this time where it's really good to reflect on the importance of 

being still and being kind. So thank you for being a Portlander. Thank you. I’m glad 

that you use every little moment to be inspired and move forward. I love the bicycle 

flat tire story, and I’m grateful to know you and to be sitting here to say 

congratulations, dana. Thank you, thank you.  

Speaker:  All right. Thank you very much. And I want to thank you all again. Dana. 

Congratulations. Well deserved. And yes, you certainly deserve a place of distinction 

amongst the previous awardees of this prestigious award. You've earned it. And 

you've really opened people's eyes and you've done some innovative things. Thank 

you for your continued leadership. And I won't be here for next year, but i'll be 

watching and i'll be curious where it goes from here. But every year has been a 

terrific opportunity to really hold the light on people who maybe don't get a lot of 

attention and aren't particularly well known to the community. And I think it's great 

that you're doing this. Thank you so much for it. It's inspiring to all of us.  

Speaker:  Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you. Wanted to picture, I think 

traditionally we've offered pictures of the council members and hey, it's your 

reputation.  

Speaker:  Why not?  

Speaker:  Yeah. And as you're assembling, i'll make mention that the award 

includes a $10,000 honorarium. And, dana, that is to further your work. Thank you 

so much. Thank you, thank you.  

Speaker:  And congratulations.   

Speaker:  It's five a report on point charity kreider to the Portland children's levy 

allocation committee for term to expire December 11th, 2026. Let's see. All right. 

This we will pass to assistant director meg mcelroy. Mcelroy mcelroy mcelroy I was 

right the first time. I should have just stuck with it.  



Speaker:  That's all right. Good morning. Good morning, you two. Good morning, 

council members. First, I want to say congratulations to dana. That was a wonderful 

way to start a Wednesday morning here at work. And I feel really grateful to have 

coincidentally been here for that presentation. And I also want to make a little 

connection, a fun factoid in looking at the list of past steve loewenstein award 

recipients, several of them have been involved with shaping the children's levy. 

Either they were advocates to help get it started. They were critical friends along 

the way to make sure it functioned better. And one of them, adrian livingston, if I 

recall correctly from the presentation, who serves on the loewenstein board, also 

served on the Portland children's levy allocation committee. Which brings us full 

circle to why I’m here this morning. As you know, the children's levy, along with 

Portland parks and recreation and the office of arts and culture, are now part of the 

vibrant community service area in the city's restructure. The children's levy is 

overseen by an allocation committee, as required by its authorizing legislation. 

There are five members who serve on that committee. It's currently chaired by 

commissioner Ryan, and two other seats are appointed by the mayor with council 

approval. The children's levy is seeking to appoint charity creator to the committee 

as a representative of the community, who has knowledge and experience in the 

field of services for children and families. And she'll be replacing tracy rossi, who 

stepped down in June after four years of service. The children's levy staff recruited 

for this city appointed community member seat using the city's advisory board 

recruitment and application process. The application was open for seven weeks, 

giving us substantial time to recruit potentially interested community members. We 

received 11 applications for this volunteer position and interviewed four applicants. 

Miss crater rose to the top for multiple reasons. She's a public health and education 

professional with over 15 years combined experience in government and public 



sector, nonprofit and private sectors. She's worked as a kindergarten through 12th 

grade teacher and an education policy program manager at education. Excuse me 

at the northwest education association. She has a master's degree in public health 

and worked in a variety of public health positions in Oregon and minnesota. She 

has substantial experience in grant writing and management and our interview 

with her she demonstrated keen and specific awareness of health and educational 

disparities locally and nationally, and she has a broad perspective on how health 

and well-being is defined and experienced among diverse populations. Her 

personal background includes growing up in rural poverty and being a first 

generation college student. She's also currently raising children in the city of 

Portland, and has deep personal experience navigating a range of systems for a 

child who has significant medical needs. All together, she brings knowledge and 

experience, both lived and professional, to the children's levy allocation committee. 

As the children, many as the children's levy approaches completing its current 

funding round. We are pleased to present this report to you and happy to answer 

any questions.  

Speaker:  All right. Very good colleagues, any questions on this report? Do we have 

public testimony on the report? No one signed up. I'll entertain a motion to accept 

the report. So moved commissioner Mapps moves. Commissioner Ryan seconds. 

Any further discussion on the report, please call the roll Mapps.  

Speaker:  I want to thank miss kreider for agreeing to serve on the support and 

committee.  

Speaker:  I vote yea yea. Rubio. I’m happy to support this appointment.  

Speaker:  I vote yea Ryan, it's good to see you. Great report and I want to also just 

welcome charity to the allocation committee. I look forward to seeing you next 



Monday. Correct? Correct. Okay. Anyway, your life experience provides a real sharp 

lens for this role. I accept the report.  

Speaker:  Gonzales, thanks so much for willing to serve for all that step forward. I 

vote yea Wheeler.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Meg mcelroy. Sorry to mispronounce your name off the top. I 

should know better than that by now. And this is actually a really exciting 

committee to serve on. But it's also a big workload, and I’m always appreciative 

when people are willing to step forward. As commissioner Ryan has been, to do the 

good work that your organization continues to do. I vote I the appointment is 

approved. The report is accepted. Thank you. Thank you all. Appreciate it. Next item 

please 1066. This is a resolution.  

Speaker:  Continue ongoing efforts to reduce crime, improve livability and support 

community in and around dawson park.  

Speaker:  Colleagues, as you're all well aware, city teams have been working 

diligently to reduce gun violence to address livability issues and support our local 

community in the dawson park area. As we've discussed in prior meetings, this 

council wants to do all that we can to ensure that this work continues into the new 

year with the new mayor and the new council. And I also wanted to take this 

opportunity to really update the public on what we have been doing. There is a lot 

of trauma and sadness and tragedy associated with some of the gun violence, in 

particular in the dawson park area, and I’ve had the opportunity to meet with many 

people in the immediate community, in the immediate neighborhood. They are 

most certainly negatively impacted. But I also want them to know that the city sees 

it, the city understands it, the city empathizes. We have actually been working very, 

very hard alongside our community partners to address the very real issues in that 

neighborhood. So today, I am proud to bring forward this resolution to formally 



express our intention that this work will continue and to ensure that impacted 

members of the community understand that we do hear them, and we do 

appreciate when they share their experiences and their time and their talent and 

their energy with us to help improve things. To share more on this important work, 

we have director of Portland. Solutions, skyler knapp, as well as my community 

safety director, stephanie howard, here to present. Welcome, both of you.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Mayor. Good morning, mayor and commissioners. We're very 

pleased to be here today to bring forward this resolution. As the mayor, I think, said 

very well to help provide the community with an opportunity again, to address 

council regarding their experiences and also to really formalize the intentions that I 

know this council has to continue that good work and maintain the momentum we 

had through the transition. Director brock knapp is here to give us a little bit of an 

overview on some of the work that's happened, and I know we've got lots of 

community partners here as well to speak, so i'll hand it over.  

Speaker:  Thanks. Director howard. Skyler becker, director, Portland solutions I’m 

just going to run through some of the work that our teams have been doing 

collectively. We also have commanders and officers in the audience to answer 

questions that you might have about all the police work that's been done. But from 

a livability perspective, I just wanted to give a quick overview. We've been hosting 

problem solver meetings every other week for this specific area, targeted to 

residents and neighborhood associations, small business owners, parents of the 

local preschool, for example. So we've been working closely with different folks 

every other week. And our teams, especially dakota thompson and anne hill from 

pmo, have been working with these folks on site walks. And what could improve 

this specific community? Some of those things that were noted were extra lighting 

in the park. So we were able to put that up. And we're working with parks also on 



additional picnic tables and installing new lights for the gazebo, for example. We 

also reopened some bathrooms in conjunction with parks and some of that 

community support. Also some partnerships with safe blocks, another city 

organization with our city outreach team. So they host different events. They've 

been able to get folks navigated to shelter who might be living unsheltered in the 

area, and they've been able to bring in folks to create a lively space in the 

community. They've been giving out food and resources regularly at the park. 

We've also installed some bollards that were requested by the community, worked 

with pbot on some additional parking interventions around the park. We're paying 

for biohazard and sharps removal with central city concern and trash for peace, 

different folks doing extra kind of cleanups around the park that was requested by 

the community. We've also been power washing in the surrounding right of ways, 

so on sidewalks that was also requested by the community and providing police 

officers in those problem solver meetings so folks can communicate directly with 

some of the work that's just being done. So extra patrols and some investigations. 

And we've also been doing site walks regularly. So, you know, certain things will 

come up in different site walks. Certain folks will be able to attend different ones. 

So we want to make sure that consistent community presence is there and city 

presence is there with them. I just want to give a quick shout out to the folks on my 

team who've been doing this work on the ground. So like I mentioned, anne hill and 

dakota thompson, but there's also our city outreach team. The street services 

coordination center has been there regularly for a time, going every morning 

developing those relationships. So want to say thank you to our director of 

outreach, kim james, keith rice, john christensen, and nate dicara, who've been 

doing a lot of work in this area and have been building a lot of relationships to get 

folks into shelter. Thanks.  



Speaker:  Thank you. I know, as I mentioned, that there are several community 

members here. I don't know, mayor, if you would like to open up to council 

questions or hear from community first, and we're happy to answer after that, why 

don't we do this?  

Speaker:  I know we have a number of people who want to testify. Why don't we 

hear from them first? And then if you could come back and answer any questions 

council might have? Sure, absolutely.  

Speaker:  We have eight people signed up. First up, we have lynn randall.  

Speaker:  And while we're waiting, heidi, we are going to move your item next so 

that you can be here. Okay. Go ahead lynn.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Hi, lynn. Hello. Okay. Hi, I’m lynn randall. I’m a neighbor of the 

of dawson park, and I’m a parent at arkansas montessori. I just want to take a 

moment to reflect on a brief part of the history of this neighborhood as we're 

considering looking forward. So in the 1960s, the hospital we know as legacy 

emanuel decided they needed to expand. The problem was that the area most 

convenient for their expansion was a neighborhood of single family homes. The 

hospital asked the city of Portland for help. The city used their right of eminent 

domain to force people to sell their homes so they could be demolished, and the 

hospital could expand. These homes were razed to the ground after the city 

completed this multiyear effort to clear out an entire neighborhood and handed 

the land over to the hospital. Legacy decided. Maybe we don't need quite that much 

space. And those blocks immediately south of dawson park have sat empty for 50 

years. I believe if this neighborhood had not been demolished at the request of a 

private entity, we would not be discussing these issues about dawson park today as 

we consider what we can and can't do to address the issues at dawson, I would like 

future city leaders to remember the incredible ego and audacity of the injustices 



that got us here, and commit to using even a small fraction of that audacity to 

solving the problems. If the city in the 60s can devote countless hours to buying 

people out of their homes, the city needs to make similarly bold policy decisions in 

response to persistent issues. Things like telling pbot to block off the entrance to 

morris street so the next shooter doesn't drive past my husband picking up our 

son. I have other asks that I will continue to bring up at problem solvers meetings, 

but I want to respect your time. Thank you for bringing this resolution to 

demonstrate the city's commitment to the areas around dawson park. I look 

forward to being able to take my son to close park after school one day. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Appreciate your testimony.  

Speaker:  Next up we have julie allen. Welcome.  

Speaker:  Hi. Thank you. Good morning. My name is julie allen, and I’m a resident 

of the elliot neighborhood. Dawson park is a fixture of this community, and sadly, 

one that myself and many of my neighbors are not able to enjoy because of the 

murders, gunshots, open drug use and dealing and prostitution that occur in the 

park. This results in a large swath of the community that feels inaccessible and 

unsafe to many. I’m here to ask that the current City Council, through their 

transition to the new council, ensures that the safety and livability in and around 

dawson park stays a funded priority. I would also like to express appreciation for 

the efforts that have already been made so far. In the last year, we have noticed 

hearing less gunshots, which is one positive sign of progress. I would love to one 

day feel safe walking through and enjoying the park and spending time in the park. 

It's a neighborhood park, and how it's viewed and experienced directly impacts 

livability for the residents of elliot, and how people perceive the neighborhood 

externally that don't live here. I ask that the new City Council will continue the 



efforts that you all have made, and thank you for your time. I appreciate you having 

this open forum for us today.  

Speaker:  Thanks, julie.  

Speaker:  Next up we have allen redwick.  

Speaker:  Hello. Sorry.  

Speaker:  Yep. We hear you. And see you, allen.  

Speaker:  Hello. Thanks. Thanks. My name is allen redwick. I’ve been serving with 

the elliot neighborhood association for about 15 years. I live two blocks from 

dawson park and can remember a time of peace there. My three children spent a 

lot of time on the swings and climbing equipment in Portland. Parks did an 

awesome job of running the park. A decade ago, but for the last five years, as you 

know, the parks had a major drug dealing and gun violence problem, among other 

things. The area that dealers seem to prefer is surrounded by buildings that have 

no windows facing them, and thus very minimal oversight from the public. We have 

a health care organization legacy, with its back doors and parking garages facing 

the park, another one of their health care office buildings with the main entrance 

on the other side and underground, an empty field now surrounded by fences 

because people were parking on it. A public housing project where people are 

scared of violence in the park. A new community health clinic, which I’m optimistic 

can help change the energy around the park. The school are conceal also with no 

windows facing the park. They used to use the park for recess, but now has built 

their own playground on the other side of the building because of crime in the 

park. The catholic church. It continues to put up more bars to keep people out of 

their property, and doesn't appear to serve the community. Two bus stops that feel 

unsafe, and finally, a stop and go mini mart. A building with no windows facing 

stanton street and a building that could be a real opportunity for the city if it was 



spending its money wisely. And by that I mean probably buying the property and 

tearing it down. We've seen a lot how supportive services near unthank park with ci 

have really turned things around there. And we think that a modern building that 

has supportive services in it and potentially some housing, could really change the 

energy around the park. I’ve seen we've seen five years of an unsafe park. Two of 

them, the police, seem to be on strike, and three more with excuses from police, 

county officials and other groups. There has been some progress, as you heard. But 

I mean, I remember a very different experience, and I don't feel like we've gotten 

anywhere close to where I want to take my family back. I hope the current 

processes can get over the hump, but I question whether we're thinking big 

enough. Last night I’m told there was a single gunshot in dawson park. I know what 

that means. In 2021, there was a fight in the park that led to a single gunshot being 

fired. While my daughter and I were there, we hid behind a plastic piece of play 

equipment while seeing two men with guns looking at each other, both looking 

afraid, and decide whether to continue to fire at each other. They they chose not to 

that day. We need a lot more people to make this choice. Thanks for your time and 

attention. Thank you. Allen.  

Speaker:  Next up we have jimmy wilson.  

Speaker:  Welcome, sir. Yeah. Come on up from. Thanks for being here.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Thank you for allowing me to be able to speak today. I really 

want to say we really appreciate primo. Primo for coming out and doing what? We 

had a letter sent out about two years ago with about eight bullet points on it. They, 

they almost, I think, completed them all. Around dalton park. So I want to give a 

thank you for and deacon and tiffany who have been meeting with me on a regular 

basis. Trying to solve problems in dalton park. Dalton park made a good effort. I’m 

dealing with the community on hand and face. So I just want to know. Well, I don't 



want to know. I want to put it this way. You have to talk with the community to get 

the right answers and to get the right solutions done. And when we just met, I met 

with anne, and I met with tiffany on the fifth of this month in dalton park to meet 

with the community of the black community concerning the dominoes. Dominoes is 

a history of our fiber. That's what we do. That's what they do, and that brings them 

two together. Primo told me that the city has approved to put two tables in the 

pavilion. That's on the end on the north. I think it's the west northwest side of the 

park. That is very good. Took him in the. Tying. That very essential to getting things 

done that can load crime quickly. What the community is asking for is they needed 

to be sheltered off with a clear pull down or a glass. Shelter type window to block 

the elements. Now, I heard pbot. The Portland police bureau denied that because 

they want to make sure that you have a gun instead of a or a can of soda in your 

hand. Listen, we have to time out for all that. We got to meet the community. 

Where they at? So we can keep crime at a minimum level. Lastly, on that level, we 

have to do that. Another thing I want to say about the city administrator and the 

deputy administrator. You have to be able to come out, show your face. And you 

can't just shoot from the long stick to get the right answer. I want you to recognize 

jonah. Jonah. Jonah is the executive director of. Neck and neighborhood coalition. 

Doing an excellent job. Please support her. Give her what you need so we can move 

this the way we want it to. Move. You take 12 neighborhood associations at the 

beginning and dump 16 more on them. That's a lot of work. And it's not easy. And 

by you in your seat calling shots and in the field, seeing what it takes to make that 

happen. That's not right.  

Speaker:  All right. Thank you sir. Appreciate it. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Next up we have melissa.  



Speaker:  Hi. Thank you. Thank you, mayor Wheeler and the council for your 

recognition and statements and bringing this resolution. I’m melissa, a Portland 

resident, off and on for more than 25 years and have lived in the elliott 

neighborhood for over three. I live a block away from the southeast corner of the 

park at rodney and stanton. I see and appreciate what the city has been doing, 

especially the safe blocks team. This beautiful two acre historic site has become an 

area where parents don't feel comfortable bringing their kids. I don't feel 

comfortable taking my dog for a walk in my own neighborhood. As a neighbor to 

the park, I regularly wake up to drug paraphernalia, debris, and even human 

excrement in my yard and on my front porch. There was gunfire there just 

yesterday, and just a few months ago, someone was killed and another injured in a 

drug related shooting where over 70 shell casings were found. As you all know, the 

southeast corner of dawson park is an open air drug market. On any given day, 

there may be crack cocaine, meth and fentanyl being smoked in the neighboring 

areas. The sidewalk outside of the historic immaculate park is littered or still with 

needles and debris. You can't walk down the street, walk around the park without 

feeling unsafe. There have been numerous shootings in the area in and around the 

park. I’m here asking that dawson park and the elliott neighborhood be and remain 

an area of focus and economic development in order to retain cultural significance 

for bipoc community. We need to provide resources and community activities in the 

parks. Things are getting better, so please don't take your eye off of this. I believe 

this means more enforcement of drug laws, on foot patrols, and consideration of 

the land in and around the park for economic development, specifically supporting 

black Portlanders. In in particular, looking at the areas on the southeast corner and 

looking for support and continued attention to that area. It's refreshing to hear 

something other than the city of Portland doesn't have resources to dispatch police 



to the area when we call for help, but we need more. Thank you. And if it's possible 

to cede my time back to jimmy, if that is a possibility, I know I have about a minute 

left, and I know jimmy has more to say.  

Speaker:  Thank you. We try to keep everybody on the same page just so that 

everybody's heard equally. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  Next up, we have valerie burns.  

Speaker:  Welcome, valerie.  

Speaker:  Hey. Good morning council. My name is valerie burns. Here to testify 

about dawson's park. The goal of my testimony is to support the resolution. And 

put this on the record to inform the new council when it forms next year, on July 

19th, 2024, around 4 p.m, a gunman who has still not been identified fired 70 plus 

rounds into dawson's park for three minutes. The length of time I am allowed to 

present today on the corner of morris and williams, across the street from the park, 

there is a school where my three year old daughter goes to preschool. The school 

has 50 kids, 15 staff and 50 plus or so parents coming or going any given day. I was 

present during the July shooting and listened to the reaction at dawson's, and 

watched the horror as myself and three other families were doing pickup outside 

the school. It was traumatizing for both myself and my three year old. I’m very sorry 

for the person that lost their life that day, albeit two months later at dawson's park. 

As of today, December 11th, the city has not protected our school any further than 

it had on July 19th. Over the summer, a very high drug user accidentally wandered 

into our school and had to be escorted out. While school was in session, a 

homeless person houseless person climbed the fence and stole supplies. We 

cannot use our gym cafeteria, which actually does have windows facing williams 

due to illicit activities that may be occurring such as overdoses, drug dealing, open 



drug use, or possible violence. The bus stop on the northeast. Excuse me, on the 

corner of williams and morris with mentioned shelter, is the site of frequent drug 

use during school hours. During the summer months, the kids cannot use the 

outside playground on school grounds because when it is warmer than 85 degrees 

due to possible dangerous activity at the park, the school has invested a lot of its 

own money to make itself safe. Given these circumstances and lack of support by 

the city. Building a black iron fence around the playground and entrance, as well as 

security doors. In the next couple of months, the school will be spending 26,000 of 

its own money to put security cameras, more secure doors, a bigger fence and 

awning, essentially building a wall between the school and the park to keep 

everyone safe. And last but not least, the school cannot even use the city park, even 

though it is across the street due to current conditions. Thank you for your time. 

Thank you.  

Speaker:  Next up we have terrance hayes.  

Speaker:  Good morning, mayor and City Council. I appreciate this time. I want to 

start by saying that when we talk about dawson park and we're talking about his 

impact, when we talk about the history and we talk about redlining, there's always a 

very specific community that's been impacted, which is the black community. And 

some of the language that I hear when we're talking about increasing arrests for 

drug use, it's really interesting because I rarely hear people use that language when 

we're talking about the general fentanyl pandemic. We're usually talking about 

resources. We're usually talking about workforce. We're generally talking about 

getting the help that people that struggle with addiction needs and deserves. And 

we're less talking about increasing police presence for arrests and maybe presence 

for deterrence. So I hope that our city manager understands the importance of 

when we're executing a park plan, that we're taking into consideration the need for 



resources, opportunity and addiction services, and that we're putting officers there 

that have an attitude and a mentality of serving community and less about 

necessarily how we think we can arrest our way out of drug addiction. We don't use 

that language when we're talking about it generally, and I would ask community to 

be careful not to use it when we're talking about a very specific people, which is 

when you go to dawson park, these are older black people and, you know, younger 

black people that are using the park that's impacted by this violence. At that rate, I 

will always stand on the fact that it's a little different from being impacted from a 

distance. And when you're impacted sitting in the on those benches and in those 

spaces. And one of the things I would cautious caution City Council now and in the 

future to start creating restrictions like parking restrictions. Parking restrictions are 

not going to decrease drug use presence. It's not going to decrease shooting in 

those areas. It's simply going to create narratives where people, namely black folks 

who use those parking spaces and live in those areas, are going to have 

interactions with police that are not necessary. So we need to be looking through a 

lens of resources, accessibility and cultural competence. Right. We got to stop 

avoiding the language that says those are black people and generally older black 

people that that play dominoes and live and use drugs in dawson park. Right. We 

play a lot of language games to feel good about ourselves, and we're not really 

considering the impact of people. So first of all, I want to say thank you. I’ve been a 

part of the work that this council to invest in that community. Mayor, you know, I 

love the work you've done and been conscious of dawson park and black folks over 

there. I pray that the new council put in that same energy. I love that this City 

Council has done that without question, and I expect that you guys are going to put 

things in play. I just hope our city manager and the city execute it in a way that is 



culturally competent and consider folks, black folks that's impacted. Thank you 

guys, I appreciate it. Thank you.  

Speaker:  I appreciate your testimony.  

Speaker:  Next up we have andrew champion online.  

Speaker:  Andrew I hope I’m audible. Thank you. Thank you for having me. I was 

going to say for a bit more than 100 years, dawson park has been the hub of the 

albina and subsequently elliott communities. It's been through a couple of 

iterations, from a pasture to a school, playful playfield and then the city park I see 

today. After world war two, the vanport flood brought Portland's black community 

to albina, but it wasn't long before planning was underway to displace it again. A 

freeway, then urban renewal tore through it, starving the park of its user users and 

leaving a vacuum easily filled with three generations now of vice and violence. This 

year alone, I’ve witnessed two incidents of gun violence, one fatal, and reported 

even more as recently as last night. This kind of senselessness is continuing even as 

it declines in the rest of the city. All of us, including the city, need to remain vigilant 

against the persistent threats of both gentrification and violence. The park can only 

be as rich in history as people can be there to fully appreciate it. I support the city's 

resolution to sustain its efforts to restore the legacy of dawson park and our 

neighborhood. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thanks, andrew.  

Speaker:  That completes testimony, mayor. All right.  

Speaker:  Why don't we have. Stephanie and skyler, if you could come on back up, 

commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Well, number one, mr. Mayor, I want to thank you for your leadership in 

this space. And I look out in the room and I know I see many, many members of the 

community and many city staffers who helped bring this project forward. As long as 



we have you in the room. One of the things I wanted to get some clarity on is what 

happens next, what needs to happen on this project over the course of the next 

365 days or so?  

Speaker:  All right. Yeah, I can speak a little bit to our team's work. So we will 

continue to host those problem solver meetings. Obviously, like I mentioned, a lot 

of those site walks, as jimmy mentioned, I think meeting also with members of the 

community who regularly meet there. So folks who are playing dominoes, etc. And 

then I think we'll also continue to host those events. They've been really successful 

with our outreach teams. Terence mentioned kind of behavioral health resources. 

We have those at those events. So behavioral health outreach workers, folks who 

can provide some shelter, food, kind of access to different resources. And we've 

seen a lot of people take us up on that. I think there were 150 people last week at 

an event there. So it's been very successful, and I think we'll continue to do those. I 

think this will continue to evolve depending on what the community's needs are. So 

you heard a lot of testimony about increased resources and vigilance and not 

letting our foot off the gas, and we don't intend to. So at least the resources I have 

access to, we will continue to make this a priority. I will just also speak to our 

coordination call meetings. Dawson park is always at the forefront. We mention it 

every single day. We work with parks and their team, as well as a lot of different 

outreach teams in the city, and say, this is a place that we really think there needs 

to be intense outreach. So I mentioned it this morning on a behavioral health 

coordination call, and we'll just continue to do that.  

Speaker:  If I could just add also, I think i'll take this opportunity just to emphasize 

what I think this council has done really well, which is support a holistic approach to 

problems like this that includes public safety in the traditional sense with law 

enforcement and others, but also in the community based sense. So the ceasefire 



program, the work of the office of violence prevention, the work of safe blocks and 

all of these pieces working together that really, in my opinion, is what we need to 

continue to press forward with and even expand on, and just so that it hopefully is 

reassuring. I do just want to make it clear that there was the person with regard to 

the summertime shooting, with the, you know, many, many casings. There was an 

arrest made in that case. So I hope that, you know, just as reassuring, just so that 

folks know that.  

Speaker:  Great. Thank you. Go ahead. I’m sorry.  

Speaker:  And I also just want to let folks know that we are working with the 

hospital and their team. And so there are those buildings that was mentioned. I 

think that is an area of concern for our team. Lighting won't really solve that 

problem necessarily, because there is a lack of people like walking through. There's 

a lack of foot traffic between the buildings and there are no windows. So I think 

that's actually a structural and kind of environmental design issue that we will 

continue to work with legacy on.  

Speaker:  Okay. Thank you. And I’m glad to hear all of that good news in those 

comments. You touched on a theme that I did want to follow up on. Your 

comments, talked about the role this council played in bringing this project 

forward. What role does the next council play here? Do we know or.  

Speaker:  Well, I think there's certainly a budgetary role that they're going to play in 

how resources are deployed across the across the city. I think also there are 

opportunities for those council members. And, you know, we're fortunate we've got 

commissioner Ryan in that district, along with his colleagues, who will bring that 

sort of institutional knowledge of the efforts that we've seen success in and be able 

to help advocate for those with his his colleagues. I think that's the foremost role 

that they would play. But I think in general, you know, understanding all of the work 



that has happened and really, you know, helping to continue to support that 

alignment and that, again, that holistic approach to addressing these issues.  

Speaker:  Thank you. And I got one last question. One of the pieces of advice that 

we heard for future members of council is to pay attention to this project, 

particularly to the budget piece of this. Where does this fit into the budget? Is this 

Portland solutions thing? Is this police thing? Is this what I still think of as crime 

prevention thing or all of the above?  

Speaker:  Yes. Yeah.  

Speaker:  Okay. Well, thank you very much. I learned a lot and I’m very proud of the 

work that is before us today.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Commissioner. Commissioner Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yes, thank you, mayor, and thank you for your focus on this the entire 

time I’ve worked with you. Can you give me an example of the people in the 

community you're meeting with to keep them apprized and more importantly, to 

listen to their input? Yeah.  

Speaker:  At the table, I think there's various meetings happening. So i'll speak first 

to the problem solver meetings. And I know jimmy mentioned tiffany benson has 

also been, I think, helping organize a lot of community members as well. So we 

really appreciate her work. But in the problem solver meeting, specifically, we're 

meeting with neighborhood associations, residents of the local area, parents I know 

at that preschool that was mentioned, also meeting with them separately. I know 

dakota thompson has been doing that as well. Small business owners in the area, 

as well as some of the new businesses. So that clinic, health clinic that was 

mentioned, the prism health clinic, central city concern has kind of that affordable 

housing complex. So there are some different kind of players of folks who are right 

on that park, who we meet with as well as the hospital. They are welcome to those 



meetings. And then we also meet with them separately as kind of part of our 

continued work with health systems.  

Speaker:  And there have also been multiple meetings over the years, smaller 

meetings with with various community members. I’ve had the good fortune to sit 

down with jimmy a few times and talk, try to talk about these issues and try to 

really listen. Those meetings kind of happen all the time with different folks who 

are, you know, living in the area, who we've built relationships with as well.  

Speaker:  Is there a is it an advisory team? Is it one group or right now you're 

you've been meeting with frequent groups like is the legacy there at the same 

meeting with the neighborhood association.  

Speaker:  Yes. So that's the problem solver meeting is the most holistic I would say 

bringing a lot of those groups together. But as stephanie mentioned, there's or 

other organic kind of meetings that are happening as well. And so we'll continue to 

engage in those.  

Speaker:  And we would contact you for the frequency of these meetings. And 

maybe when you're in a new role in district two, you could have access to that 

meeting.  

Speaker:  Absolutely. So yes. So that would be anne hill from pmo would would run 

those meetings. And we can connect you with any of those problem solver 

meetings that you'd like to attend. Okay.  

Speaker:  Pmo has one idea come up that is about like the hospital has so many 

employees. And of course now and then get a break. Is there just any mobilization 

of activation that comes from those larger groups and are they doing that?  

Speaker:  Yeah, that's a great question. So they're doing some of that. They will 

attend those events that we host. They'll engage with our different teams. They've 

also invited outreach workers or police officers to have a meal in the hospital and 



just kind of engage with their staff, which I really appreciate. So they want to be 

great partners in that area. I also think, like I mentioned to commissioner Mapps, I 

think there is an opportunity to talk about development of some of those buildings 

and what can be done to kind of mobilize folks around that space and increase foot 

traffic. So whether that's the staff or whether that's folks coming to the hospital or 

whether it's folks just having a patio to enjoy the space, something like that, I think 

could be a creative problem solving space for the hospital and the city.  

Speaker:  Okay, that was helpful. Thanks. Yeah.  

Speaker:  All right.  

Speaker:  Very good. If there's no further questions, this is a resolution. Please call 

the world maps.  

Speaker:  I want to thank everyone who has worked on this project. I'll tell you, I’m 

the dad of a 14 year old who plays basketball. And he plays basketball in this park I 

recognize. So it's an important resource in my life. Also tell you, the history of this 

particular park is rich and deep, and I think it's important that this council honor it 

by moving forward with the work that's been done to make this space safer for the 

entire community, which is why I am proud to support this resolution, which 

reaffirms our commitment to reducing crime, improving livability, and supporting 

community in and around dawson park. As we've learned today, dawson park is 

more than just a neighborhood green space. It is a cultural and historic cornerstone 

for Portland, particularly for Portland's african American community. However, like 

many areas in the city, dawson park has faced some significant challenges, 

including gun violence and safety concerns. I want to congratulate and thank the 

mayor and many people in this room for the progress that we've made in making 

the space safer, and we've made that progress through community collaborations 

and innovative strategies. But as we've also heard today, our work is not done. This 



resolution is helps ensure that our collective efforts will continue even as the city 

undergoes a leadership transition and government reform. It also reinforces the 

importance of engaging directly with the community to build sustainable solutions, 

which is why I vote yea Rubio, I want to thank the mayor and his team for their 

leadership on this.  

Speaker:  I strongly support this resolution, what it represents. Today, we're 

sending a message that the work is not done yet and that, as we've heard in 

testimony, we need to continue this with intention and focus to improve upon the 

work that's already been done to improve safety and livability in and around 

dawson park. And during this time of transition, we're also sending a message that 

it needs to continue with leadership from the city as well to prioritize it. Finally, I just 

want to give a big appreciation to stephanie and sky and tiffany and all the 

numerous city program teams and staff and community that have given so much to 

this collaboration. So I’m happy to vote.  

Speaker:  I Ryan. Yeah, thank you to everyone for showing up and giving testimony 

today. And to the many who also submitted written testimony to my office. Clearly, 

there are a lot of community members that are engaged in this issue. It's a clear 

example where the community is truly a partner and the city can only do this 

restorative work with you. And so I was it was nice to hear that there is a system 

and it sounds like it's evolving. And I’m grateful to hear about that. And, mayor 

Wheeler, thank you. I know you've devoted a lot of time to this work. You've been 

on foot in the area many times, and you've kept us focused on this very complex 

public safety challenge. And also really big opportunity for that neighborhood. I’m a 

frequent traveler in the area and soon to be councilor in district two. As you 

acknowledged, and that dawson park safety for the neighbors, the children, the 

families and the elders who play dominoes and such is all very close to my heart. 



I’m just reminiscing a bit. When I lived in new york in the 80s, I lived near in the 

alphabet area and thompson square, and it was really all of us that decided to help 

activate the park, and it really helped a lot. It was kind of scary at first, but we just 

kept doing it. So the habit really did help a lot. And that was the first time I played 

dominoes in a park. However, today's testimony, the written testimony we received, 

keeps telling us that this severity of this problem, especially with the shooting this 

summer, and I think some people who testified feeling like they haven't been in the 

loop since center, things haven't improved. It's complex and it needs our constant 

attention. So I’ve learned that, you know, resolutions are smart because it gives us a 

vision and a roadmap. And I appreciate your questions. Commissioner Mapps was 

very helpful. It's really acknowledging that this is a priority, that we can't not rest on, 

that we must continue to focus it, and they'll need to be resources. I also appreciate 

your question on which budget came out of, and your answer was, well, it makes 

me want to ask more questions, but it sounded like it could come from multiple 

sources. But really, what you're saying is that this will be an enterprise 

collaboration, so it won't just be back in the days of trying to get 1 or 2 bureaus to 

focus on something. It'll be multiple, and I appreciate that. We're now answering 

questions actually like that in a different way. So I went way off script. And my main 

point is that I look forward to being focused on this with my fellow councilors from 

district two, councilor elect canal and peragine. I'll make sure to remind to let them 

know that this was an item they're probably already watching, because they're so 

good at their jobs already. And I hope that when I see the police in the room that 

we've talked about a recent grant, I know it's not big enough, but I got very excited 

that bike patrols can go beyond downtown. And this would be a great example of 

where we could do some targeted bike controls. Near in a in an area that really 



does have a lot of activation. Thank you for all your good work. I look forward to 

seeing this evolve. I vote I Gonzalez.  

Speaker:  Thank you for the work on this resolution. Ongoing efforts in dawson 

park. It's obviously a part of the city that has a very unique history and components, 

but it is part of a broader narrative. Our challenges to community. In the last few 

years, we were once one of the safest cities in America, and overnight we became 

average. And that's been painful for every Portlander. Everyone involved in public 

service, every public safety professional. And also, you know, we are a community 

that talks much about compassion. This, the story of dawson park, is a reminder we 

need to talk about compassion for children, for parents, for those who protect and 

nurture and care for them. Also for our seniors that are all negatively impacted 

when we struggle with public safety. And as the torch is handed off to a new form 

of government, I just hope that we remember that that compassion is extended in 

many directions, including the residents of the city, including the children trying to 

grow in this city, the families trying to thrive, and seniors aging in place.  

Speaker:  I vote yea Wheeler.  

Speaker:  Well, I want to thank everybody for being here today, especially those of 

you who testified. I want to acknowledge the very real experiences that have been 

shared with us today. Nobody should have to live with the kinds of things that 

you've lived with. And I greatly empathize with each of you. I know that we all want 

to address these problems in a way that is meaningful, and which can be sustained 

over the long term. That requires strong collaboration, both within city bureaus as 

well as with community partners, to create a broad approach to addressing the 

issues. We heard about the commission form of government, to be blunt, really 

held the city back from bringing this kind of coordination to its full potential. But I’m 

very pleased with the work that staff has done. We've had the executive branch up 



and running for six months, but even prior to that, there were many, many people 

within the city. Many of our city employees who are already working together, 

collaborating, pulling together and understanding that there is no single solution to 

the issues that we're experiencing in dawson park or the dawson park 

neighborhood. I believe the work that has begun in this area is actually a fantastic 

example of how our new form of government strengthens what works and what is 

possible when we actually do work collaboratively. While there's obviously a lot of 

work to do, and we heard that from people who testified loudly and clearly, I am 

very proud of the work that's been done so far by many of our public servants. The 

good people represent many bureaus, including, obviously, the Portland police 

bureau, but also our parks bureau. Pbot safe blocks, the street services 

coordination center, the office of violence prevention, Portland ceasefire, Portland 

solutions. And that is only a partial list of the many city programs that want nothing 

more than to work with this community and improve the lives of people who live in 

this community, as is outlined in the resolution city teams from these many 

different bureaus and offices have added tree lighting installation to promote 

safety. They've held numerous community building events to promote access to 

resources like housing and health care, navigating unhoused neighbors into the 

city's temporary alternative shelter site, tiny homes launched a pilot project to 

reduce permitting barriers for community events to be held in dawson park. 

Specifically, they installed bollards to keep the park free from dangerous vehicles. It 

established parking interventions to deter illegal parking that facilitated unsafe 

drug use, developed on call cleaning and power washing contracts for biohazards in 

the area, hazardous material pickups that could include sharps, trash and the like 

to promote cleanliness provided funding to increase the improved and improve the 

educational art installations in the park. Increased police presence at the request of 



the community to include both the walking and biking patrols, as commissioner 

Ryan indicated, and above all else, established regular meetings to ensure that the 

community has a forum to gather, to share and to tackle these problems together. 

Through the problem solver meetings. Again, nobody is declaring victory here 

today, but the trends are good. The formula that we have in place, the 

collaborations that currently exist, need to stay in place, and we need to continue to 

build off the momentum that we have already established. And that is our message 

to the incoming mayor and council. With that, I vote aye and the resolution is 

adopted. Thank you all. Thanks, skylar. Thanks, stephanie. Thank you. Colleagues, 

we're going to have to move one item up front here right now because we need our 

city legal counsel present for it. That is item 1083, the first reading of a 

nonemergency ordinance, a second reading to amend contract with northwest 

success incorporated to add funds for janitorial services not to exceed $2,450,000. 

Yeah. So 1083, just since I’m already confusing everybody, I want to be clear. 1083 is 

a second reading, but there's some clarification that we wanted to put on the table 

today. And so I’ve asked heidi to come back and give us a little more of a little more 

exposure on this.  

Speaker:  Great. Thank you. Good morning, mayor, and good morning, council. 

Good to see you all today. Just briefly, this is a contract between the city and 

northwest. Success for some services at parks. And for those services they are 

janitorial services. And we do have a labor peace agreement under our 

procurement policy that applies to janitorial security. And a third one that's just 

escaping me right this minute, I apologize. And so what this this contract falls under 

that procurement policy. And there was an exception provided because the 

northwest success had agreed to follow certain requirements in order to meet that 

exception. The requirements are that they engage in good faith bargaining, which I 



understand that they did. If that's not successful, that then they move to mediation. 

And if that's not successful, that, then they move to binding interest arbitration. 

And then the arbitrator would then decide what the outcome of that would be. 

They did get to mediation, but then that got put on hold. And it sounds like we have 

different versions of events between what northwest success believes happen and 

what seiu believes happens in their efforts to come to a labor peace agreement. 

However, where we are today is that next Tuesday, northwest success and seiu are 

going to have their mediation session. So that's great. And we'll proceed with the 

process that we require in order to comply with this exception. I think our 

expectation is that regardless of you funding this contract today, which is all that's 

before you, that that if northwest success were to fail to follow through on the 

exception requirements, in other words, fail to go to mediation or fail to go to 

binding arbitration if the mediation is unsuccessful, that then that would be a 

breach of our contract, because that was a condition for granting the contract. And 

then we could certainly follow up on breach of contract if that were the case. So I’m 

I’m happy to answer any questions. And if there's something council wants to do or 

assurances or have me come back, if there's concerns by either seiu or northwest 

success that the parties aren't engaging in, our exception process as required. Also 

happy to do that. Whatever. Whatever you would like.  

Speaker:  Great.  

Speaker:  We'll start with commissioner Mapps. I may have some follow ups as 

well.  

Speaker:  Yeah.  

Speaker:  And actually, I think this is more of a statement to my colleagues on 

council. Last week when we first heard this, we heard some concerns from seiu 

about whether or not success, northwest or northwest success was in compliance 



with this council's policy around labor peace agreements. And that is a grievance 

that has been out there for a long time, frankly. And I’m kind of agnostic on it. Really 

glad to hear that the parties are engaged in mediation, which we've learned today 

will start or at least take place on next Tuesday. I'll tell you, I think I have a 

preference for voting on this, delaying the vote today until next week. So at least we 

have some feedback on how mediation, how those mediation conversations go.  

Speaker:  Well, let me ask a follow up question. It's related to that. So my 

understanding is that this organization was granted an exception by the parks 

bureau. Correct.  

Speaker:  Well, it's the commissioner in charge that grants the exception. But with 

in collaboration with parks, with the understanding that the exception is given 

because the contractor is going to comply or already has complied.  

Speaker:  Okay. So at some time in the past, the commissioner in charge granted 

that exception. It requires piece labor between this organization and seiu. They 

have a dispute. That dispute is being mediated, that mediation could go one way or 

it could go another way, that mediation could last a while, or it could be quick. If 

mediation does not succeed, then it goes to binding arbitration. So that would be 

the next step in the process. If at the end of that process, the labor peace 

agreement is not adhered to, then the council could terminate the contract. Is that 

correct? That's right. So the council still has that tool available in the event that 

mediation and or binding arbitration do not reach an acceptable conclusion. Is that 

correct?  

Speaker:  That is correct.  

Speaker:  Okay. So what we're actually being asked to do is fund the contract. 

We've already been funding it for, what, a year ish, I believe, or something like that 

year and a half. This would continue funding for the work that is being done 



between now and I think the end of the fiscal year. Is that correct? So it's only for a 

couple of more months till June 30th. That's right. At the end of that time period. So 

you have both the mediation, you have the binding arbitration and you have the 

cessation of funding at the end of the fiscal year. What happens at the end of the 

fiscal year with this contract?  

Speaker:  Well, I mean, i'll jump in.  

Speaker:  Yes. Just because the contract is expected to terminate on June 30th. And 

so we're preparing to do an rfp for a new contract beginning July 1st. The services 

need to continue their janitorial services at parks facilities. So the services need to 

continue. But we're going to be doing a new rfp and be able to award a new 

contract beginning July 1st. Okay, so it sounds like there are multiple off ramps 

here. If I’m understanding this process correctly, mediation being one of those off 

ramps, binding arbitration being a potential off ramp, and the hard off ramp or 

dead end if you will, is that the contract expires and then will be opened up for 

anybody who would like to bid on that contract at the end of the fiscal year, do I 

have that basically correct?  

Speaker:  The only other one I would add in is that if at any point in the process, 

there is a failure to comply with our labor peace agreement, we also have a breach 

of contract so we could end at any time we want. That would be another avenue.  

Speaker:  Okay. So with this ordinance is narrowly asking for is funding to continue 

to fund the contract that is currently in place. And then there is a separate process 

whereby the labor peace agreement is being adjudicated, I guess is how I would put 

that.  

Speaker:  I think that's right.  



Speaker:  Okay. All right. Thank you. This is complicated stuff. And I appreciate you 

maybe taking a step back for my benefit. No it's great. Any further questions, 

commissioner Ryan and then commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Yeah. Commissioner Ryan, you got something?  

Speaker:  Yeah, I’m confused on right now. If we're going to table this for one week 

and allow the meeting to take place next Tuesday. Meeting is taking place next 

Tuesday.  

Speaker:  The meeting is mediation is scheduled for next Tuesday. And I think 

there had been some interest expressed by commissioner Mapps and just waiting a 

week to just ensure that that process occurs. Just so you all know, i, I have federal 

court mediation that day on d.o.j, so I won't be able to, but I have another colleague 

in my office who can be here if there are further questions that come up, and the 

parks bureau will be able to be here and assure you that the mediation occurred 

for that day. As the mayor noted, you know, and as you all know, sometimes 

mediation doesn't takes more than one day. It may or may not, but at least I think 

commissioner Mapps concern is that at least, you know, the one mediation had 

occurred as scheduled. And you could you could talk about it the following day. It's 

up to you whichever way you go. I think either way you can get to the right end, 

because we do have a breach of contract. If the mediation fails to occur, which I 

think is a concern, that would be a breach of what our requirement is as a condition 

precedent. To them, getting the contract was to comply with our labor peace 

agreement.  

Speaker:  And heidi and commissioner Ryan, if I may jump in here, I appreciate the 

mayor's concerns about not moving forward today. And I recognize the city has to 

pay its contractors and whatnot. On the other hand, I think it's important that our 

contracts be in compliance with city policy. I recognize this is a somewhat messy 



ordinance, or at least process right here. I'll tell you what I plan to do before we 

vote on this is to introduce a motion to postpone the vote on this for one week. And 

at this hour, I can't tell you how I’m going to vote next week, but I think it would be 

helpful and probably bring some clarity to everybody's thinking over the course of 

the next eight days or so. If we allowed this one to sit for seven days, if I may.  

Speaker:  Sure. Counterpoint I appreciate what you're doing. This will set a 

precedent. We already have an agreed upon process to resolve labor peace. It's 

mediation and it's arbitration. I understand that correctly. That's right. So we're now 

adding a new component, which is the council can sit here and decide whether we 

like the mediation or not. If we don't get to a point in mediation that is acceptable, 

is it your intention that we terminate the contract without the arbitration clause 

being enacted? I don't understand what we're doing.  

Speaker:  I know I think I my understanding is that seiu northwest success and seiu 

do not agree on what's been happening over the course of the events, which could 

happen, excuse me, which could happen.  

Speaker:  That's why you have mediation.  

Speaker:  That's why there's mediation. There's a disagreement on whether people 

have followed through with mediation in the way it was intended. And I think seiu 

feels like northwest success didn't fall through northwest success feels like they did 

fall through and agreed to go. And then it got.  

Speaker:  So this would happen on Tuesday of next week.  

Speaker:  Yes.  

Speaker:  And I think this is your last meeting as a council is the next morning how 

it would only assure you, it would only give you some information about whether or 

not that that first mediation session actually occurred.  

Speaker:  I could finish where I was. Oh, yeah.  



Speaker:  Yeah, sure. Sorry.  

Speaker:  All right. So have they ever had this meeting before?  

Speaker:  They have not had. My understanding is they have not engaged in 

mediation. It had it's been postponed, which I think is why seiu is concerned about 

it. Yeah.  

Speaker:  And as a commissioner in charge that I shared with another yea. Rubio 

commissioner Rubio has had these moments as well. It's like talking to two 

different universes on this issue. And I’ve never I’m excited that there's finally going 

to be this step. So I kind of want to keep the pressure on, if you will, that this 

meeting actually takes place. Because I’ve heard about this meeting occurring 

maybe before in the past, and it hasn't. So I think just for accountability's sake, I 

don't know what the harm would be to wait one week just to ensure that this 

meeting actually finally takes place. And so I would be comfortable with delaying it 

one week if I don't see any harm in doing that. I mean, we all want one thing, which 

is when a parent goes to a park one they love the bathroom to be opened and then 

two, they'd like it to be clean. And these are tough, messy jobs. And we have to 

continue to look at the bigger picture, which is the practice that I think a lot of 

Portlanders want us to improve. So clearly we don't want to ever stop these 

services. And I don't see any harm in waiting. One week, it wouldn't stop the service 

of actually keeping the bathrooms clean. Correct? Correct. Okay, I’m warm to the 

idea of postponing it one week, and i, for the reasons that my experience on this 

council is that it's been really hard to get this meeting scheduled, and it feels like 

there's finally some momentum that will happen.  

Speaker:  Yeah. I just want to chime in to having had the parks bureau at the start 

of this issue. You know, I don't know where it landed later, but I do know it was an 

important time to see that this process play out. So in terms of making sure that 



there's a following of the process and that there's good intent and that we're doing 

our diligence, I would I don't think there's a harm in waiting a week for goodwill 

reasons on all sides.  

Speaker:  Yeah. And if I may circle in and I want to thank both of my colleagues for 

their comments here and to clarify, for the mayor and staff, at least my motivation 

here, I don't prejudge whether or not the contractor in this space is in compliance 

with our labor peace agreements. You know, I think that's why we have mediation 

or whatnot. This is an issue I’ve been following from a distance for a couple of years 

now. One of the consistent challenges we seem to have in this space is to get these 

folks to sit down and have mediation. I’m told that those meetings tend to get 

canceled in the last, in the last minute or so. One of the reasons why I’d like to hold 

off on voting on this today is it is the last bit of influence I have on helping these 

folks get to the table for mediation. And so that's why I hope mediation goes well. 

While I’m agnostic in terms of how it turns out, this has been a troubled space for 

many years. I think this is the last productive and constructive thing I can do in 

order to kind of move this conversation forward. I have a quick question. Sure.  

Speaker:  I guess mostly for my colleagues. So what happens with the mediation 

doesn't occur. If it's canceled at the last minute? I mean, that's more of a question. 

Does it change a vote? I mean, does it change your perspective on this? It's not I’m 

not asking a technical legal question. I’m asking. Sure. Policy makers perspective 

commissioner Gonzalez I can only speak for myself here.  

Speaker:  I kind of understand it. You know, we've we've entered into a contract 

with this service provider to provide an important service to the city, like cleaning 

up our parks and bathrooms and whatnot. We got to pay our bills. At the same 

time, the city of Portland and this council has a policy that says, you know, our 

contractors will be supportive of labor peace agreements, and there's some 



controversy about whether or not this particular contractor is in compliance with 

that, that principle. And we have processes that are designed to bring all all of this 

together. The process for that is mediation. What I historically find is mediation falls 

apart at the last minute, and I don't necessarily know why mediation tends to not 

happen at the last minute. The one thing I can kind of do is, frankly, control the 

clock and make sure that I don't vote on if I don't if we vote on this today, you know, 

I don't know whether mediation will happen or not, you know, and I think 

everyone's approaching this in good faith and whatnot. But sometimes these 

meetings apparently don't happen, and I don't know if there's any. I think if we vote 

today, the incentives for this meeting to happen are reduced.  

Speaker:  I guess. I guess, I mean, I and I don't mean to put anyone on the spot. I’m 

just trying to understand the assumptions. Are we assuming it's the vendor that's 

causing the lack of mediation? I mean, is that where you'd put your bet? I’m 

honestly, I’m the least close to this. I’m just trying to understand seiu.  

Speaker:  You know, i'll just tell you what seiu tells me. Seiu tells me, you know, 

these meetings, the vendor in this situation tends to cancel mediation meetings. On 

the other hand, you know, we've been going around on this for years, and there's 

been I’m still not clear about whether or not we are really in violation of the of our 

policies around labor peace agreements. And I’m not the ultimate arbitrator here at 

this moment. We have processes for mediation and whatnot to figure this out. All I 

can kind of do is create an environment which encourages people to kind of come 

to the table and sort this out. It's not a perfect thing. It's not a perfect situation, 

frankly. There probably about 3 or 4 different things happening in this particular 

contract, which just kind of make it messy.  



Speaker:  Well, and I’m just trying to play through like what happens, right. Like let's 

say the vendor is delaying mediation. Let's say they don't show up. They cancel at 

the last minute. Then are we not approving this amendment?  

Speaker:  I mean, i'll tell you what I’m going to do. I will still vote to with this. Come 

back. Comes back if the vendor if the meeting gets canceled and this comes back 

next week, I’m going to vote for it because the city has to pay its bills. I do think that 

puts the council at a or the next council in a kind of dilemma where we this contract 

seems to be kind of out of compliance with our policies around labor peace 

agreements, and I don't know if there's enough time on our clocks to sort that out.  

Speaker:  The follow up question for you, heidi, have we made a determination at 

this point that we believe the vendor is out of compliance with its contractual 

obligations here, or is that an open question from your vantage point?  

Speaker:  It's an open question, I think, provided they follow through next week. I 

think if they don't follow through next week, I’d be concerned about whether 

they're in breach of our contract. Based on that, the labor peace agreement policy.  

Speaker:  And can I jump in here and maybe ask a clarifying question? Because this 

is complicated. I think we it's my understanding that we approve this contract. And 

the contractor has been providing services. But one of the reasons why this 

ordinance is before us today is that we neglected to move money around to 

actually pay the contract. Is that roughly correct?  

Speaker:  Yeah. I mean, dca might be able to better answer this, but what I can tell 

you, my understanding is that the contract that the services were used and they 

were we were able to extend it and we can use them up to 1.25 million. But under 

our procurement processes. But b but we've now hit that mark. And so now in 

order to continue to use their services we need additional funding for this contract 

because we've exceeded what procurement can authorize.  



Speaker:  And so does that mean if we don't approve the amendment that we have 

an obligation? I mean, have is the incremental amount cover services already 

rendered or is it covering future services?  

Speaker:  I’m not 100% sure. I think there may have been some services rendered 

that would be, you know, we would be doing owing and maybe it would be more 

prospective question and we'd have to come to you about settling, you know, that 

maybe they'd have a contractual argument against us for the payment of any 

monies due and owing for past services, and then it would be a question of looking 

at, are we going to continue to use their services forward if you don't fund the 

contract moving forward? Yeah, I’m just for the rest of the year by what precedent 

we're creating here.  

Speaker:  I you know, I if they provide services we have a financial obligation. I 

mean I do understand combining that if they're not meeting the their obligations 

under the peace agreements that say, you know, essentially a counterclaim. But I 

don't know I don't know what precedents we're we're creating here if we choose 

not to approve this ultimately. And I’m still wrestling. I understand the general 

point. Sure.  

Speaker:  Although I will point out, I’m not saying today I’m not making the 

argument that we should vote no on this ordinance. And unfortunately, I don't think 

this council really has the option to vote no on this ordinance. What I do think that 

we can do is we can we have some flexibility on when we vote on this. And I think 

that if we vote on this a week from today, as opposed to today, we increase the 

probability that at least mediation, that mediation session next Tuesday will 

happen. And I also want to invite the city administrator. I don't know how closely 

you've been following this particular contract.  



Speaker:  No. I’m kidding. Yeah, I have been following it fairly closely. Yeah. I think 

that if the mediation does not occur, I think there is I think the city is going to have 

to look at whether the vendor is in breach.  

Speaker:  We've had other contracts in other situations where we thought the 

vendor might have been in breach on an element of the contract not associated 

with paying it. And so when you get into that situation, no matter what brings you 

there, when you get into it, it's a delicate situation. These people are providing 

services that the bureau needs, that the community hopes happen, and yet you're 

in a contract dispute with them. And so that's a delicate situation. No matter how 

you get there it is. And if the mediation doesn't occur, I think we're really close to 

that delicate situation. So I could i.  

Speaker:  Could I just ask then a follow up to that question. And I want to be clear, 

I’m, I’m hearing my counsel and a majority saying, can we wait a week? And I’m 

hearing heidi say it doesn't hurt if we wait a week. But I happen to agree with 

commissioner Gonzalez. I’m not sure it changes anything. It certainly doesn't from 

my perspective. But if we got to a point where heidi came in on the 18th and said, I 

think they're in breach, I think what that means is we don't pass this in. The next 

council deals with it, because we won't have time to put anything together that we 

could act on. So we'll have literally less than 12 hours.  

Speaker:  You could you could authorize the funding to pay for any services that 

have already been rendered. We have a legal obligation to do that and to pay for 

any services that maybe the bureau needs to use while we go through the breach 

process. But generally, contracts have a whole process of notification of the breach. 

Give them an opportunity to fix it. So it's not a it's not a the next day we're going to 

end the contract because they're in breach. We have to go through the process.  



Speaker:  So i'll just be very transparent from my perspective. I’m going to vote for 

this a week from now, but I’m certainly willing to, you know, if the majority would 

like us to continue this for one week, there's probably no harm in that. I just don't 

see how anything changes. I agree with commissioner Gonzalez on that point.  

Speaker:  Thank you, mr. Mayor. I appreciate your clarity on that. Do I do we need 

to make a motion in order to get that done? I moved to postpone the second 

reading and vote on item 1083 to December 18th, 2024. Thank you, commissioner 

Mapps.  

Speaker:  Sorry. Moves. Commissioner Ryan seconds. Any further discussion on 

the amendment? Call the role maps I yea. Rubio I Ryan, I gonzales.  

Speaker:  I don't think this changes anything, but i'll go with the majority and vote I 

Wheeler I’m going to heavily plagiarize commissioner gonzales speech because I 

agree with him wholeheartedly.  

Speaker:  I vote I and we then have agreed to table this until next week. Is it a time 

certain or just to the regular?  

Speaker:  Regular?  

Speaker:  Okay, so we'll take this up again in one week. Thank you.  

Speaker:  And i'll have fallen here for me.  

Speaker:  Perfect. Thank you, thank you. We'll obviously need an update on what 

happened the day before.  

Speaker:  We will get that for you.  

Speaker:  All right. Cool. Thank you. Yeah. Appreciate it. All right. Thank you 

everybody for your patience. We needed heidi's expertise before she disappeared 

to her next obligation. We will now go to item one zero 61 067, which is a time 

certain if you could read. 10671068 and 1069, they are all second readings and they 

are all related.  



Speaker:  1067 adopts the montgomery park area plan, including amendments to 

the comprehensive plan, comprehensive plan map, zoning map, zoning code, 

citywide design guidelines, and related amendments to the guild's lake industrial 

sanctuary in northwest district. Plans. Item 1068. Adopt the locally preferred 

alternative for the montgomery park transit project. Item 1069 authorize 

agreement between the city Portland streetcar incorporated and 1530 5a1 llc for 

public benefits related to the montgomery park area plan.  

Speaker:  Colleagues. This is the second reading of an ordinance to adopt the 

montgomery park area plan, which includes amendments to the comprehensive 

plan, comprehensive plan map, the zoning map, the zoning code, the citywide 

design guidelines, and related area plans, as amended. Are there any additional 

discussions on these items before we vote? All right. Very good. Before we vote, I 

just want to thank staff. I want to thank our many community partners, some of 

whom are back in the room today, and all of those who came out and testified on 

this important planning effort. I want to particularly recognize the following city 

staff members who don't often get acknowledged for their tremendous work barry 

manning, joan fredrickson, cassie ballou, shannon buono, Ryan singer, and patricia 

diefenderfer at baps, and sean kenney and mauricio leclerc at pbot, as well as dan 

bauer at the Portland streetcar, incorporated. The montgomery park area plan and 

streetcar extension will advance many of the city's housing, economic development 

and climate resiliency goals. It will send a message to investors that Portland is still 

a great place to build and to start a business, and continues a long tradition of 

creating strong, unique neighborhoods where Portlanders can live, work and play. 

So with that, we will call the roll. The first item is the ordinance 1067 please.  

Speaker:  Maps yea. Rubio.  



Speaker:  These three items represent an incredible amount of work for staff and 

bts and pbot, as well as our friends at Portland streetcar and many community 

members who have been tracking this work for years, if not decades. I’m really 

grateful for the engagement also of the york group, and we have a name for this 

district that honors this important historical figure. And together, these actions set 

the stage for the transformation of yet another new area of Portland. That's really 

exciting and represents our next generation moving forward. So I’m very hopeful 

that in the coming years we'll be able to celebrate also, news of federal funding for 

transportation resources as well. So with that, I’m happy to vote. I brian.  

Speaker:  So we read all three of them, right?  

Speaker:  Yeah. But we're just voting on the first 1067.  

Speaker:  Well, I think like commissioner Rubio will go ahead and do my remarks 

now with land use hearings, it tends to feel like we just keep repeating ourselves 

because you have to come back so many times. So thank you to all the 

stakeholders who have invested a lot of time in this room over the last two months. 

I appreciate that. I appreciate the fluid dialog that we had, even now that we're 

calling it the york district, as opposed to montgomery. So that that evolved during 

these conversations. I think that matters. I also really appreciate that you 

understood the amendment that I was bringing. It was that we have many 

stakeholders that want the same thing, which is prosperity for a city, a city that will 

provide careers that actually allow you to live in this city. We call them middle wage 

jobs, for lack of a better term at the moment. And I’m glad that we're going to look 

at that data, because I think sometimes there's some speculation that when we the 

new shiny development is where people move to, and then they left another one. 

And what we need is net gain in terms of those types of careers. And I know 

everyone wants that same thing. So I just it's important for us to make sure that 



we're committed to that objective type study. So we aren't in the world of 

speculation. So thank you for that, patricia and your team. Thank you. It's always 

gratifying to see how much knowledge you all possess in each of these meetings. 

And I really do appreciate it as somebody that doesn't dive in, obviously, in the 

same way that you do, and you answered so many questions, I think for me it was 

as a city, we have a high lease rate right now when it comes to a lot of our 

commercial properties, and we don't have a high lease percentage for our 

industrial lands. So I think every all the stakeholders know that. And so I just had to 

make sure that we weren't damaging that opportunity for those industrial docks. 

And I think we worked out enough of the details on that to make it a win win. And I 

appreciate the work that went into that. It wasn't easy with the spirit of moving 

forward and knowing that since i'll be on the next council, I have a feeling this will 

come up again. I look forward to being here and being enthusiastic to help support 

the evolution of such an important part of our city and I vote yea was just ecstatic.  

Speaker:  And the private public partnership here that will revitalize a really 

dormant part of northwest, want to recognize the effectiveness of staff in solving 

complex problems here in scaffolding, different potential sources of funding for 

both the transit, transportation and other redevelopment would like to reiterate 

that caution, really to those listening and the future council. We have to protect 

industrial land and think about it over the long haul. Those are family wage jobs, 

incredibly diverse workforce. And if we don't protect the land, we're going to have 

challenges in protecting jobs over the long haul. Having said all of that, that's just a 

caveat. I think that's a broader policy conversation than just this project. I 

wholeheartedly vote I Wheeler.  

Speaker:  All right.  



Speaker:  The ordinance is adopted. Next, we are going to vote on item 1068. It's a 

resolution to adopt the lpa, the locally preferred alternative for the montgomery 

park streetcar extension transit project. Is there any other discussion on this one? 

Seeing none, please call the roll Mapps colleagues, I’m proud to vote in favor of 

adopting the locally preferred alternative for the montgomery park transit project.  

Speaker:  This proposal reflects years of thoughtful planning, robust community 

engagement, and a commitment to making northwest Portland more accessible, 

more equitable and more sustainable. Extending the streetcar to montgomery park 

will connect residents to jobs, housing and services while reducing our reliance on 

cars. This project exemplifies how transit investments can shape neighborhoods, 

creating vibrant, walkable spaces that benefit all Portlanders. I am particularly 

pleased with the focus on equity in this plan, which prioritizes affordable housing, 

middle wage job creation, and accessible transit options. It is a testament to what 

we can achieve when we listen to our community and plan with intention. I want to 

thank pbot, the bureau of planning and sustainability, and the many residents and 

stakeholders who contributed to this effort. Your vision and dedication make this 

project possible, which is why I vote. Aye. Rubio.  

Speaker:  Hi, Ryan.  

Speaker:  I.  

Speaker:  Gonzalez I’m going to once again vote aye on this one. I do think some of 

the testimony was important in this area, as we think about a future lid that we're 

thinking about the equities of who's benefiting and who's being burdened, I leave 

that to our staff to figure that one out. As this comes forward. But I vote aye.  

Speaker:  Wheeler. All right.  

Speaker:  The resolution is adopted. Colleagues, the last item, 1069, is an 

ordinance to adopt the montgomery park public benefits agreement, as amended. 



Are there any other comments or discussion on this before we call the roll? Seeing 

none, please call the roll.  

Speaker:  Mapps. Yea. Rubio. Hi. Ryan.  

Speaker:  Hi. Gonzales.  

Speaker:  Hi. Miller. Hi.  

Speaker:  The ordinance is adopted. Thank you. Everybody. I know a lot of people 

in this room. Put a ton of time into this. Thank you so much. The ordinance is 

adopted. We'll take a ten minute recess. We'll reconvene at 1146 per that clock over 

there. We're in recess.  Until.  The agenda 1081, please. This is a second reading to 

align with the amended city charter approved by voters in Portland.  

Speaker:  Measure 26 228.  

Speaker:  Colleagues, just as a reminder, this is a second reading of the final set of 

code changes that will come before this council to align code with the voter 

approved city charter. This ordinance includes five titles, two of which are being 

amended and three of which are being replaced. Is there any further discussion 

before we call the roll? Seeing none Keelan, please call the roll on 1081 Mapps i.  

Speaker:  Rubio, Ryan i. Gonzales. Hi.  

Speaker:  Wheeler I vote aye. The ordinance is adopted. 1082 also a second 

reading.  

Speaker:  Please authorize water revenue bonds to finance water system capital 

improvements for an amount sufficient to produce net proceeds of up to $250 

million and to refund outstanding water revenue bonds.  

Speaker:  Colleagues, any further discussion on this item? Please call the roll.  

Speaker:  Mapps. Yea. Rubio. Ryan.  

Speaker:  Hi. Gonzales.  

Speaker:  Hi. Wheeler.  



Speaker:  Hi. The ordinance is adopted. 1084 a second reading.  

Speaker:  I’m sorry.  

Speaker:  It was a continuation. It was not a second reading. It was continued.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  1084 amend Portland city code, title 24, building regulations to add 

chapter 24.31 to address transient lodging.  

Speaker:  All right. Very good. Hello, donnie. Did you have anything you wanted to 

start with?  

Speaker:  Thank you, mayor donnie, for the record. Good morning. Council. Sorry. 

Ami and council clerk. I just sent you a file. And for one second, please, for matt.  

Speaker:  And colleagues, just to remind everybody where we are on this. We had a 

first reading. We heard a presentation. We have taken public testimony. Public 

testimony is closed on the main ordinance. There were some open questions. I 

think the commissioner Gonzalez may have an amendment here at some point, but 

I want to give you the opportunity to start us off.  

Speaker:  And just by way of background, mayor, one of the requests I made of 

donnie is that the staff has done some analysis on sdc's relative to some of the 

family and other uses, and I think, you know, just just to put on the record, you 

have it available under staff. Understand, staff has done some pretty extensive 

evaluations of the equities of sdcs based on different uses. And we may that may 

have been alluded to last week, but I wanted to get that some of that on the record. 

And if fire chief shim was still here, we might have her come up. I’m checking right 

now just to give some further background on the safety issues implicated here.  

Speaker:  Very good.  

Speaker:  All right. Thank you. Commissioner. Mayor. So again today we want to 

address some of the questions and pick up the conversation from last week related 



to the title 24 amendments before you. The proposed ordinance ensures that 

critical life and safety measures, which have protected Portlanders for over a 

decade, remain enforceable and transient lodging facilities. Without this ordinance, 

we lose the ability to enforce these essential life safety standards, and this creates 

obviously a significant gap in our permitting process, creates a loophole and 

undermines protections we've had in place for quite some time. Earlier this year, 

Portland permitting, development was already trying to enforce the nfpa 13 d 

sprinklers, which is a technical element, and separation requirements on certain 

permit requests. The state ruled that the city lacked that authority due to changes 

in the residential code, but said our three commercial requirements could be 

applied if we added it to our own code through an ordinance, which is what we're 

doing today. This this is creating a loophole that we need you to help us close. The 

state's guidance came in October, and staff quickly turned around the code before 

you today that will help and equip staff to enforce it appropriately. Passing this 

ordinance is the only way to close that loophole and ensure safety standards are 

upheld. I'll now pass it to our chief building officer, matt rozell, to share more 

detailed answers to some of the questions we heard last week.  

Speaker:  All right. Thank you donnie. Mayor. Council, thank you for having us here 

today. My name is matt russell. I’m with ppd. And for the record, for the last ten 

years, we've enforced the nfpa 13 sprinklers and fire ratings for our three uses. The 

measures protected transient dwellings where there were no permanent, where no 

one permanently resides, located in commercial zones and with ten or fewer 

occupants. These uses are similar to hotels. Earlier this year, the state ruled that we 

could no longer enforce the commercial requirements, but allowed us to reapply 

them through a local ordinance. Last week, we heard a couple of different 

interpretations of the stays rulings on this, a lot of and the state building codes 



division confirmed our ability to enforce these standards under municipal code, 

provided that we codify those. So we did reach out to alana after last week's 

meeting, and we received a letter from her confirming that what we shared last 

week is true, and that the ordinance is absolutely within the city's purview to 

enforce these standards. We also heard your questions about the costs of 

implementation for some of these standards. If you look at the screen, you'll see 

the comparison of estimated costs for current and proposed standards. And so it's 

really important to note that each property would have different costs requiring 

requirements depending on a variety of factors, including whether or not a new 

water line is needed, property type, site and site specific challenges. Because 

there's multiple factors that can weigh in on that cost. Based on our research, we 

estimate that costs would vary with a maximum of just under 16,000 for the water 

system upgrades, and that 16,000 does not include the piping within the structure. I 

just want to make sure that that's clarified. The piping within the structure. From 

the research that I’ve done, costs anywhere between 2 and $7 per square foot in an 

existing home. And that concludes our presentation, and I’m happy to answer any 

questions you might have.  

Speaker:  I guess just a couple of quick ones. So just to be clear, clarify on the letter 

you received. Could you just reiterate what it communicated in a sort of a 22nd 

version?  

Speaker:  I’m sure I reached out to alana and said, we you know, we received the 

letter in October. There was questions whether we were applying this local 

ordinance and whether we had the ability to do that. And she sent a follow up letter 

that just stated that, yes, we are totally within the city's purview to enforce this and 

move this forward.  



Speaker:  Got it. And in the assessment that you showed on the relative impact of 

fdc's sdcs, that's been ongoing work that you've been doing as as a bureau.  

Speaker:  That's correct.  

Speaker:  Okay. And could you just speak briefly to what's going on statewide in 

terms of evaluating sdcs for sprinklers? And, you know, proposed legislation that 

may occur there? Sure.  

Speaker:  There's a legislative concept that was put out a couple of weeks ago, and 

that ordinance or I’m sorry, that legislative concept prohibits prohibits the charging 

of sdcs. If you're installing a water meter and upsized water meter for any 

residential 13 d system fire sprinkler system within a home, or in this case, one of 

these short term rentals, and could you paraphrase the policy reasons for that 

evaluation?  

Speaker:  Or donny, if you can speak to it, why why folks are evaluating this right 

now at the state level?  

Speaker:  Sure. So as we increase our density with middle housing, obviously 

things are getting tighter within the city and not just in city of Portland, throughout 

Oregon. And one of the major costs when installing sprinkler systems is the sdc 

charge. So there has been, you know, for the last since I’ve been at building codes 

20 years about not charging those sdcs. And finally, this is coming forward in 

legislation.  

Speaker:  And is it fair to say there is reassessment as to whether the demands on 

the commons are less? When we're talking about sprinklers in a single family 

residential versus other uses?  

Speaker:  Yes. The residential sprinklers only use, you know, at a maximum 26 

gallons a minute water where when you get into the larger commercial systems, 

like the 13 r systems, that number doubles. It's based on foreheads instead of the 



two. And then with commercial like you would in a hotel or something like that, 

that, I mean, it's quite a bit more when you look at the water usage out of those.  

Speaker:  So, you know, the way I interpret that and you correct me if I’m getting 

this wrong, is there. We're pushing density, we're trying to make sure we're right, 

trying to rightsize as a state level sdcs for sprinklers in a residential context, and 

particularly single family that just may not have the demands on overall 

infrastructure that other uses. And so they're trying to rightsize and prevent cities 

from overcharging for sdcs.  

Speaker:  Correct. And hopefully those systems will never be used so that water 

impact will never hit the customer or the or the water purveyor, whoever that may 

be.  

Speaker:  And. As we're evaluating this, even absent. State addressing this, we still 

have flexibility to determine the sdcs that are going to be applied based on the 

differences in impact that we're assessing.  

Speaker:  That's correct. I believe that's a local decision.  

Speaker:  Okay.  

Speaker:  Those are all my questions for these two. I had some others for fire 

inspector schimmel, but okay.  

Speaker:  Does anybody have any more questions for this panel? If not, we'll have 

the fire inspector come up. In fact, you can come up anyway. You're always 

welcome. Thanks for being here. Good morning.  

Speaker:  Good morning, and thank you for being available on such short notice. I, I 

was responding to some questions from my colleagues, and I wanted to make sure 

that we were really fleshing out the life safety components here. Could you speak 

to the inspection requirements for hotels and motels versus, you know, an airbnb 

scenario that we've been discussing?  



Speaker:  Sure. So good morning, mayor, council carrie schimmel, fire marshal, 

Portland fire and rescue. So in Portland, we inspect commercial occupancies on a 

two year cycle. So that's our goal. Of course, it's not exact, but our inspectors have a 

running list, and they try to hit every commercial occupancy every two years. Short 

term, short term rentals are going to fall under the residence residential. So we do 

not inspect private resident homes. So for short term rentals they would not fall 

under this, what we call the fire maintenance code. So we would not be doing those 

inspections every two years. They would just be looked at like a private residence.  

Speaker:  And so we're still holding hotel operators and motel operators to a 

higher public, you know, life and safety standard than we are airbnb even in 

commercial zones.  

Speaker:  That is correct.  

Speaker:  Okay. And then the type of sprinklers we require in a hotel situation 

versus in a residential, is there any material differences from your perspective?  

Speaker:  Oh for sure. It's a robust you know, there's a different requirements 

more. Expensive, more gallons of water like a matt alluded to. So a 13 d is what 

we're talking about for these short term rentals. And that's a really designed for 

occupants to get out of the structure. If it's under a fire where the other systems in 

the commercial is really for life safety and protecting the occupants lives and the 

buildings themselves.  

Speaker:  And without the proposed code changes of a structure up to three 

stories would be permitted without sprinklers. That is correct. Okay, those are all 

the questions I have for them. I do want to discuss the possibility of an amendment 

directing staff on one component, but I’m good for now on these questions.  

Speaker:  Any other questions? Otherwise, we can hear commissioner Gonzalez's 

thoughts. Commissioner. Go ahead.  



Speaker:  So just taking a step back. This came on emergency. We had some 

opportunity to evaluate it, but there were components of concern about whether 

we're treating folks equitably in this space. The relative demands on public safety 

and infrastructure of airbnb unit versus a hotel that that creates some really 

interesting questions. And so I’d like to propose is that we direct staff to report 

back. And i'll give you some precise language here shortly. By June 30th, on the 

assessment of fdcs in the transient space and specific areas, we're trying to cover 

are and i'll read it here in a second, but it's to evaluate the assessment of system 

development charges against transient and short term lodging in commercial 

zones, and report back to the city administrator by no later than June 30th, 2025. 

And all that's trying to do is to sunshine. Some of the work staff's already doing, 

assessing what's fair in this space relative to the infrastructure demands of 

different uses, and create space for that analytics. Also, to be clear, we're not 

discriminating against anyone. We're trying to wholeheartedly assess in this space. 

So again, i'll give you precise language for amendment in a second.  

Speaker:  But Keelan on the screen, I’m sharing it for everyone to see.  

Speaker:  See, hear the transient.  

Speaker:  And I might just to be clear about which deputy city administrator, I 

might insert three more words. Just to be clear that we're talking about the role 

that's currently held by donny. Not that I care, but just so that we're specific, that's 

that's fine.  

Speaker:  And what is that language? Will you share it with me?  

Speaker:  The deputy city administrator of community and economic development 

service area.  

Speaker:  Thank you, Keelan, for doing that. So I will propose this amendment and 

see what questions you all had on it.  



Speaker:  I'll be. Can I ask a couple of questions before we move this? So. Is there a 

specific subset of sdc? Sdc charges that you want to have? Donny look at.  

Speaker:  Or we were originally going to be more limited and just focused on one, 

you know, sort of the single family scenario in that space. But just so that we're 

being fair to all constituents and all type of lodging uses, we extended it. And it's 

just and so that we're talking about hotels, we're talking about motels, and we're 

talking about single family or duplexes or townhouses that are being used in this 

space that's just looking holistically and not just on one segment.  

Speaker:  Sure. So that's the type of property. But i, you know, I in my former 

space, we have sdcs for sidewalks and maybe their sdc transportation, 

transportation, whatnot. Does that include or what are we are we as drafted.  

Speaker:  It would cover those broader those areas. Thank you. The but I don't 

have a strong feeling one way or another. I think we were focused on, you know 

water and you had some thoughts. But yeah.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Commissioner commissioner Mapps like the slide that we 

showed earlier, which was a quick example of some of those uses. We would just 

take that model and extrapolate it across all the sdcs just for an evaluation and 

assessment. Like is, is there parity amongst the different types of uses within the 

zoning type within this use of, you know, hotel and transient short term lodging, 

etc, just for a situational awareness? I think some of the questions we're trying to 

solve for is, is there is there equity? Are we equitably, you know, consistent across 

these different uses based on type and costs. And then and then we can if there's a 

recommendation, we can make some adjustments to those. But those would 

include all sdcs, you know, logically.  

Speaker:  Thank you. One other question. So in your evaluation, are you. Are you 

trying to measure equity amongst different types of businesses or are you trying to 



evaluate equity in terms of whether or not the city is doing true cost recovery or 

covering our systems charges? And, you know, frankly, I think                             

different depending on where% what space you're in. I think transportation has a 

certain set of goals. But park around sdcs and what we're trying to how we price 

those. And I think parks has a different sort of set of goals around how they price 

that. Is that part of this conversation, if I may interpret this commissioner Gonzalez, 

I think our focus here was looking at the use case more than the overall coverage 

that, you know, the cost recovery model is not maybe the target of this evaluation.  

Speaker:  This is more the comparison across uses.  

Speaker:  And one further piece of background that fire marshal gave me is or 

reminded me of. There is a statewide analysis outside of legislative evaluation on 

the impact of system development charges are having. And you all may be familiar 

with. Certainly, commissioner Rubio is familiar with on the development of 

residential housing. And that's a there's a 2022 report that really is scrutinizing that. 

So there's other activities outside the city of Portland that's evaluate ongoing 

evaluation of sdc sdcs, including whether we need to have changes in state law. We 

certainly I would envision we're bootstrapping some of that analysis and as 

applicable here, but it is a specific use case. Are we treating hotels and airbnb fairly 

when it comes to sdcs and just creating the space to do those analytics?  

Speaker:  Thank you for the clarification. I this is a rich space. One of the things I 

certainly hope council does moving forward is to look at our system and network of 

sdc charges. It's a it's an issue that, you know, the people who will sit in these seats 

in the future will hear about probably every day in some form or another. Also tell 

folks, you know, I’ve kind of looked at this, compared Portland systems to systems 

we've seen in other places. Not every city has sdcs. I'll also tell you, there are plenty 

of cities that don't have sdcs where that are as expensive to build in as Portland, so 



this is not a simple problem to solve. I appreciate the presentation and the idea. 

Commissioner Gonzalez I’m inclined to support this amendment. Once we if once it 

gets moved. Okay. Yeah.  

Speaker:  Did you want to introduce your amendment?  

Speaker:  I do, unless my colleagues have any other questions or comments.  

Speaker:  But once again introduce it.  

Speaker:  Keelan will you help me with the motion here?  

Speaker:  Yeah, sure.  

Speaker:  I think if you wanted to say something like motion to add directive c to 

item 1084 to read as follows.  

Speaker:  Okay, I hereby make a motion to add directive c to item 1084 as follows. 

The deputy state administration for administrator for community and economic 

development service area shall evaluate the assessment of system development 

charges, sdcs against transient and short term lodging and commercial zones, and 

reports to the city administrator by no later than June 30th, 2025.  

Speaker:  Second, commissioner Gonzalez moves commissioner Mapps seconds. 

Any further discussion? Seeing none, call the role.  

Speaker:  Maps. Hi. Hi, Ryan. Hi. Gonzalez. Hi. Hi.  

Speaker:  The amendment is on the table. Any further discussion of the main 

motion? Commissioner Mapps, did you have a comment?  

Speaker:  I’m just a little confused about what happens now. Does this get carried 

over or do we vote on. We're ready to vote today.  

Speaker:  That's it. Mapps I Rubio I Ryan I Gonzalez I Wheeler. Hi.  

Speaker:  The ordinance is adopted as amended. Thank you. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  1085 this is a first reading of an. I’m sorry. It's a second reading. 85.  



Speaker:  Amend the Portland clean energy community benefits fund climate 

investment plan.  

Speaker:  Colleagues, we've already heard testimony in a presentation. Any further 

discussion on this item? Seeing none, please call the roll.  

Speaker:  Mapps.  

Speaker:  Rubio I want to acknowledge the incredible work of all the pcef team to 

get to this place. And I also want to thank sam for his work and shepherding all the 

moving pieces here. It was a large undertaking, but really important and 

transformative. So very proud of this work we accomplished together over the last 

several years. I vote aye.  

Speaker:  Ryan I Gonzalez, I Wheeler.  

Speaker:  All right. The ordinance is adopted. 1086. This is also a second reading at 

wireless facility operators to the utility operators code, and amend fee schedule to 

include wireless facilities in the right of way. Any further discussion? Seeing none, 

please call the roll.  

Speaker:  Mapps I Rubio, I want to also thank andrew here for his tremendous 

work. It's been a long, long road and a lot of moving pieces, and I want to just give 

that appreciation to andrew and the team at bts and all people involved. I vote aye.  

Speaker:  Ryan. Yeah, I want to also acknowledge andrew spear. Thank you for 

shepherding the parties along through this process. It was refreshing to hear 

testimony, actually from alex, from verizon and cathy from crown castle. I recall the 

last time the road code was up for negotiation. It was not as peaceful and 

supportive, so it just shows a lot of great work that went on by you as a as a public 

servant. It's a great example of how working together and listening to each other, 

you end up landing it for a better path forward.  

Speaker:  I vote yea Gonzalez.  



Speaker:  Just really appreciative of the work of staff and commissioner Rubio's 

team and others on getting to shared understanding in this area. It is a complex 

space in terms of recovering costs for public entities and being fair to different 

users, much like the conversation we just had on sdc. So it doesn't always lend itself 

to simple talking points. And I appreciate the work done over many, many months. I 

vote aye.  

Speaker:  Wheeler, I vote aye. The ordinance is adopted. 1087 a second reading 

assess properties for sidewalk, curb and driveway repair for the bureau of 

transportation. Any further discussion? Seeing none, please call the roll.  

Speaker:  Maps. Aye. Aye. Ryan. Aye. Gonzalez. Hi. Wheeler.  

Speaker:  Aye. The ordinance is adopted. 1088 first reading. I’m sorry. No, it's an 

emergency ordinance.  

Speaker:  1088 pay workers compensation claims of paul j. Baker for 40 $420,000. 

Involving Portland fire and rescue.  

Speaker:  Welcome. Thank you, mayor and commissioners. For the record, jonas 

perry, deputy city administrator of budget and finance and the city's chief financial 

officer. This ordinance settles worker compensation claims filed under the Oregon 

firefighters presumption laws. The majority of the city's firefighters are covered 

under the fire and police disability and retirement fund. However, there is a small 

population of firefighters, including mr. Baker, who transferred employment to the 

city during annexation of several fire districts and who elected coverage under the 

city's general benefits programs. Mr. Baker's estate, through their attorneys, has 

requested a lump sum payment of survivor's benefits as allowed under Oregon 

workers compensation law. With that, i'll hand it over to chief deputy city attorney 

lynn vu and senior workers compensation disability analyst vickie bisbee, who are 

online to speak more about the ordinance.  



Speaker:  Thank you for the introduction and for having me here today. For the 

record, my name is lynn vu. I am a chief deputy city attorney. With me is vickie 

bisbee, a senior claims analyst with risk management services. As referenced, this 

ordinance reflects a mutually agreed upon settlement between the parties. Dca 

already did a great job of introducing the topics, but I am here today to answer any 

questions you might have.  

Speaker:  All right. Good. Any questions? Thank you. Any public testimony on this 

item?  

Speaker:  No one. Call the roll. Mapps. Yea. Rubio. Aye. Ryan. Hi. Gonzales. Hi. 

Wheeler. Hi.  

Speaker:  Ordinance is adopted 1089. This is a first reading of an emergency 

ordinance.  

Speaker:  Assess benefited properties for street, sidewalk, stormwater, and 

sanitary sewer improvements in the north suttle road local improvement district.  

Speaker:  Construction of this lid is now complete. The ordinance closes out the 

north suttle road lid and imposes a final assessment. I’m told we are at 3.7% below 

budget for the project. Congratulations! The property owners, of course, get the 

benefits of those savings. North suttle road serves many industrial businesses 

between the railroad and borders. The smith bybee wetlands natural area and the 

columbia river. Smith bybee is a designated significant bird area, recognized 

nationally for its important habitat. To this project eliminates pollution, exposure to 

millions of birds due to previously untreated stormwater runoff, so the project 

helps the environment. In addition to reconstructing the road to provide good 

access to freight jobs. With that, i'll turn it over to dca president. Welcome.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Mayor. For the record, I’m paul dca for public works. In the 

interest of time, I’m going to invite andrew obey to provide the presentation.  



Speaker:  Thank you. Thank you. Andrew. Local improvement district 

administrator. And sitting on my right is matthew kelly. He was the project manager 

and pulled this project over the finish line. So why don't we go ahead and start off 

with the presentation? Thank you. Next slide please. So this is an overview map of 

suttle road just just west of north Portland road. Next slide please. And that little 

circle that you see there in the in the middle is a portion of the project that we 

deleted which contributed to the cost savings. But we originally thought we were 

going to need to pipe the stormwater north to the columbia river and have to build 

a new stormwater outfall to the columbia river. We had some fantastic engineering 

by the bureau of environmental services and by our consultant planner, and we 

were able to eliminate that outfall to the columbia river and provide for local 

stormwater infiltration on the project. I will tell you, as somebody who's driven 

across kansas multiple times, this is this area is flatter than kansas. And with the 

real engineering challenge to actually make this water drain properly. But we did 

that and we were happy to eliminate that expensive aspect of the project. Next 

slide please. So subtle road has been a long time in the making. The wheels of 

government do sometimes grind a little bit slowly. I know that this one has been on 

my radar screen for over 20 years, and I’m just very pleased to finally deal with 

decades of property owner complaints about the street and get it improved. This is 

an industrial area, an industrial sanctuary. We have a lot of living wage working, 

living wage jobs on the on the street. And part of the feedback that I heard from 

property owners before we formed the lid is, I can't continue running my business 

here. The street is in such bad condition that I can't continue doing business, and I 

just wanted to take a moment to recognize the late commissioner nick fish, who 

provided stormwater funding for this project. And to my left is the former b.f. 

Director, now city administrator michael jordan. And he too provided that very 



critical stormwater funding, without which this project would not have moved 

forward. So, as the mayor recapped, we are officially over 33. 7% below the budget 

in terms of the amended lid. If you go back to the numbers we were looking at 

when we were initiating the lid, we're actually 11.4% under the original proposed 

amount for the lid. So next slide please. So the this is a very long project. This is the 

better part of a mile of freight street that we completely reconstructed. One of the 

thoughtful things that we did with the property owners and listening to them was 

we didn't do what we normally would have done, which which would have been to 

build a 40 to 44 foot wide street, which is a standard in a freight area. We actually 

built a much narrower street so that we wouldn't didn't have to take out half the 

businesses along the street. We only built a sidewalk on the north side of the street, 

a pretty complex aspect of this project was having to replace five railroad grade 

crossings on the project. So we have a joke in project management that railroads 

are one level above god in the hierarchy. But we were able to successfully negotiate 

with the railroad and get all of those grade crossings replaced at all the expense. 

And then finally we amended the lid after we formed it to extend the sanitary sewer 

and not only deal with the standing water on the street, but also eliminate 

cesspools that we had on the street. So really a really good environmental project 

all the way around. Next slide please. So this is what the street looked like when I 

was getting property owner complaints about it. Water was just kind of running all 

over the place and just really bad condition street. This was back in 2017. Next slide 

please. And then you can see that the water is also running off the road and sitting 

on private property. So we were able to deal with all that by completing the project. 

Next slide please. So this would be a good time to fasten your seat belts. This is the 

perspective of a truck driver driving down the road. So if we could start the video. 

Do we have audio.  



Speaker:  Okay. Let me see if we can get the audio playing.  Sure. Computers 

sometimes. Coriander. Give me just a minute.  

Speaker:  Okay.  

Speaker:  Why don't we come back to that?  I'll wait for me. What you're looking at 

here is the east end of the project along north Portland road. You can see the trains 

in the background there on the on the left picture. So this is this is a very active rail 

corridor. And on the, on the right is the transition to the to the new shuttle road is 

completed. So we'll move on to the next slide. And you can see one of the five 

grade crossings that we replaced as part of the project. Next slide please. And then 

we also this area was fairly bereft of trees when we started. And we the few trees 

that were there, we by narrowing the road we were able to save them. And then we 

also planted new trees as part of the project. Next slide please. And this is the west 

end of the project. And that's you can see that we replaced this asphalt tree with 

concrete. That's very good for freight. So we're going to skip over the video. But that 

concludes the powerpoint presentation. My colleague matthew kelly wanted to 

share a few words about the project as well.  

Speaker:  Now I kind of want to know what happens in that video. Is it just really 

noisy or.  

Speaker:  Making sure we can share it with your offices?  

Speaker:  I’m sorry, we were having an issue with the video would have done.  

Speaker:  Is the truck driver driving down the road and the cab is bouncing up and 

down, and I think his head hit the ceiling a couple of times because the pothole.  

Speaker:  You actually hear that?  

Speaker:  You can hear it. Yeah. Okay.  

Speaker:  So thanks.  

Speaker:  Well, we should do something about that.  



Speaker:  Good afternoon. My name is matt kelly. I’m a capital project manager at 

pbot. Just a few words I was going to share today. Like any big construction job, this 

one involved a lot of folks who helped make it happen. We had an excellent design 

courtesy of vega civil. This is a relatively new firm headed by martha williamson. 

Our hiring of vega civil shows how our equitable contracting policies can really 

broaden and diversify our local workforce. We also had excellent oversight from 

pbot engineers, including nicole blanchard, whose previous experience building 

concrete roadways helped ensure a good result on subtle road. Finally, john wilson, 

a former engineer at pbot, provided a steady hand in getting this project into 

construction. We worked hard on this project to respond to property owner 

feedback during construction, and john helped a lot with field adjustments that 

ultimately delivered a better project, and I’m personally proud of the work we've 

delivered on this local improvement district project. Thank you for your time.  

Speaker:  And before we turn it over to property owner testimony, port of Portland 

just sent me a letter that they suggested I read into the record, which is the port of 

Portland, participated in the property owner discussions regarding formation of the 

north suttle road local improvement district, and expressed support for the 

amendment of the lid to include the additional improvements in the. And that was 

the extension of the road to the west end of the street. The lid improved 

approximately a mile long of north suttle road from north Portland road to the port 

suttle road property on terminal six. The lid also realigned and realigned and 

extended the road to the port frontage. The realignment provides a path for a 

potential future rail connection between the suttle road rail line, owned by 

peninsula terminal company, and the port's current rail line at the east end of 

terminal six. Establishment of the hammerhead turnaround and the roadway 

alignment also improved emergency access and provided on street parking for 



employees of existing businesses. Located on north suttle road, which is the home 

for about 20 industrial companies. The port would like to express its appreciation to 

the Portland bureau of transportation for its work with stakeholders to form and 

amend the lid, as well as deliver the specified improvements within budget. We 

appreciate the work of pbot staff in implementing the lid for the benefit of all 

parties. So with that, I think we can turn it over to property owner testimony 

testimony. Do we have christine kennedy with us?  

Speaker:  Keelan. Let's see. Christine.  

Speaker:  She was virtual.  

Speaker:  I’m not seeing christine on. Well, let me see.  

Speaker:  Okay.  

Speaker:  I think we lost her because she had to do some highway heavy.  

Speaker:  There's someone.  

Speaker:  Yeah. Pardon? There we go. Okay. Welcome.  

Speaker:  Christine.  

Speaker:  Christine, are you there? There we go.  

Speaker:  Hello? Can I be heard now?  

Speaker:  Yes you can.  

Speaker:  Oh, great. Hi. My name is christine kennedy, and I am the owner of 

highway heavy hauling. Can you hear me? Okay. Yes. Loud and clear. Yes. So we are 

a. Oh, great. Great. The speech classes helped out when I was in high school 40 

years ago. So I’m the owner of highway heavy hauling. We're a certified women 

owned business. I started the company in 2013. We specialize in hauling large 

construction equipment in Oregon and Washington. But our true passion is the 

local moves and helping us, quote unquote, move the city. That's what we've been 

using as our call sign lately. We have the only fully steerable trailer that can move 



equipment in and out of tight places, such as underneath the tram on south bond 

and south moody, or even in the pearl district. When I first went into business, it 

was very important for me to have an office in Portland. As hillsboro and wilsonville 

were growing, I was passionate about having a centralized location for my 

customers and using remove the city as our statement for moving equipment 

equipment in the city of Portland. Our first office was renting space from another 

company on northwest saint helens road. They gave us three parking spots and we 

quickly outgrew it. When I found the property on north suttle road, I was pretty 

sure it was our next home. Although I couldn't afford it, I had to go branch out and 

find someone to lease it with me so that we could convince the property owner that 

we were their next best tenant. The property that we have resided on north federal 

road now has been really great to us, and it was the perfect property for turning 

radius, for location, for getting on and off the freeway. It was just perfect. 

Unfortunately, the potholes also created a horrible safety hazard because the 

motorists would try to avoid the potholes at all costs, even if it meant going into 

traffic moving in the opposite direction. There were no lines on suttle road telling 

anyone whose lane was whose, so it was fair game to move left or right to avoid a 

pothole. When I say pothole, we're not talking something that was the size of, you 

know, a basketball. We're talking something that is much more crater like. There 

were many fender benders. The street also had poor lighting since when a person 

attempted to miss a pothole, they oftentimes would hit a bollard or even one of the 

poles on the on the road because of the poor lighting. I really appreciate the city 

putting this on their fix it list. Not only is it for my small business with the big 

equipment located on this road, but one of the largest trucking companies in 

Oregon, j.b. Hunt, was also on the road and a tanker trucking company. You cannot 

drive down north suttle road during daylight hours and not pass a truck. It is rare 



that at night to not see a truck as well. Regardless of the truck traffic, the street is 

heavy with motorists and we really believe that this has made our street safer and 

safer for motorists and our company. Thank you. I’m sorry to be long winded.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  All right. Thanks.  

Speaker:  That concludes our our item today, mayor Wheeler. We're happy to 

answer any questions.  

Speaker:  Very good. Do we have any public testimony on this item?  

Speaker:  Just.  

Speaker:  Just the one. Okay. Very good. Colleagues, any further questions before 

we move this along?  

Speaker:  Commissioner Mapps, just a comment. Again, a great lead. Thank you so 

much. It's wonderful to see both that beautiful infrastructure and to see the folks 

who interact with it really happy. Thanks to andrew and team, you guys always do 

great work.  

Speaker:  All right. Very good. This is a first reading of an emergency ordinance that 

moves to second reading. Thank you all. Thank you. Last item 1090. This is an 

emergency ordinance.  

Speaker:  Pay settlement of zaire. Woman bodily injury lawsuit for $100,000 

involving the Portland police bureau.  

Speaker:  Colleagues. This ordinance resolves a lawsuit filed against the city back in 

January of 2023. Senior deputy city attorney mallory beebe, deputy city attorney 

carrie caldwell and senior claims analyst karen bond are here to walk us through 

the ordinance. Welcome.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Good afternoon. My name is carrie caldwell. This lawsuit 

arises out of alleged injuries to zaire woman tanzania white and vanessa white 



during an August 10th, 2020 protest near the north Portland police precinct. The 

plaintiffs were among a number of protesters who remain near the precinct 

building after pbb had declared an unlawful assembly and ordered the crowd to 

disperse. Plaintiffs allege various injuries were incurred during the dispersal. Mr. 

Wellman further alleged that he was injured during the course of his subsequent 

arrest. Tanzania. White and vanessa white witnessed the police injuring mr. 

Wellman. Plaintiffs filed suit in Multnomah County circuit court on August 10th, 

2022. The parties attended mediation in November, and the mediator brought the 

parties together for a settlement of $100,000, inclusive of plaintiff attorney's fees. 

To resolve all the claims. The city's attorney's office, Portland police bureau and risk 

management recommend recommend approval of the settlement, and I’m happy 

to answer any questions to the best of my ability. All right.  

Speaker:  Very good colleagues, any questions about this particular item? Is there 

any public testimony on this item?  

Speaker:  One person signed up, dan handelman. All right. Dan, can you hear us?  

Speaker:  Hello? Can you.  

Speaker:  Yes. Can you hear me? Yep, yep. Sorry. It's confusing. I wasn't asked to be 

promoted, so I wasn't sure what was going on. All right. Good afternoon, mayor and 

commissioners. My name is dan handelman. I use he him pronouns. I’m with the 

group Portland copwatch. We understand that zaire, wellman and the city have 

come to an agreement to settle this bodily injury lawsuit for $100,000, and we have 

no objection. People subjected to police misconduct should be compensated. 

However, as we've noted before, the city is shelling out money as the cost of doing 

business is not the same as accountability, nor does it ensure similar incidents will 

not happen in the future. Last month, we testified on dustin ferreira's $400,000 

settlement, which was described as an encounter. Today's ordinance is more 



honest, noting the injuries were inflicted on mr. Wellman during an arrest on 

August 10th, 2020. At the time of the incident, mr. Wellman was 25 years old and 

according to the complaint filed by his attorney, noticeably a tall black man during a 

protest against police racial injustices and violence, the Portland police picked out 

this young black man. According to the complaint, the police grabbed mr. 

Wellman's 19 year old sister, tanzania, by the arm and when he yelled for them to 

stop, police turned their attention to him, pushing his face, pushing him face first 

into the pavement. They apparently put him in a squad car, then took him out and 

applied various chokeholds. We praised chief dave for his appearance in October, 

when he spoke of changes made to prevent another incident where the police dog 

can get loose and attack innocent pedestrians. But we heard no discussion today of 

how to stop the police from racially profiling members of the public and causing 

damage, such as was done to mr. Wellman, which included a broken tooth, a 

concussion and other injuries. Our records show this payment brings the total paid 

out for the 2020 protest to over $3.065 million. The new charter that takes effect 

January 1st only requires council to approve settlements of over $50,000. The 

current threshold is $5,000. And from the standpoint of transparency and police 

accountability, should be kept at that level. When the new meetings begin, the new 

council can and should request all police settlements be put on the regular agenda 

for public discussion. As this council knows, if they are put on the consent agenda. 

Portland copwatch will pull the items for discussion. We recently commented on 

the draft monitoring plan put forward by the independent monitor for the us doj 

settlement agreement. That agreement requires review of civil lawsuit information 

to help determine whether the bureau is, in fact, a learning organization that sees 

patterns and responds by changing policies and training to avoid making the same 

mistakes. The draft plan did not mention paragraph 222 requirement for this 



analysis. We encourage the monitor to pick up where the compliance officer left off 

with the first and only publish information on settlements which merely reported 

on the amounts paid, but not the underlying policies. The settlement was added to 

this agenda as a 4/5 item today, giving the public just two days notice instead of the 

customary five. The civil trial. The civil trial had been scheduled to begin on 

December 2nd, but mr. Wellman's attorney asked for an extension after the bureau 

dumped a bunch of officer video recordings on them in October. Why the urgency? 

Finally, we appreciate the many opportunities we have had to remind this council 

about the serious responsibility that law enforcement officers have to engage with 

the community in ways that do not routinely rely on their extraordinary power to 

use violence up to and including deadly force. We hope the city will do better in the 

future. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Any further  discussion on this item. Please call the roll maps. 

Aye, romeo. Aye, Ryan. Aye, Gonzalez, aye, all right. The ordinance is adopted that 

completes our business for this morning. Goodbye. 900 building. It's been great. 

We are adjourned.   


