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Street Connectivity Requirements
Comp Plan Policy(9.47) 
TSP Objectives (9.24-9.25) 
Code (17.88.040, Through Streets)

Developments require construction of new 
connection(s):
1. Adopted street plans;
2. Street connections no more than 530 feet*;
3. Bicycle/pedestrian connections when full 

street connections are not possible, no 
further apart than 330 feet*

*except where prevented by barriers



Street Connectivity RequirementsAdopted Master Street Plans
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New Columbia – Master Plan

2003

Tax Map
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265 feet

Parcels meeting 
connectivity standards

Parcels NOT meeting 
connectivity standards

Parcels meeting 
connectivity standards

265 feet

Greater Than 
530 feet
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Potential outcomes
Best practice research  Model Connected Centers template

System level: New master street plan connections, safe routes to centers

Parcel level: Regulatory/code amendments 
• Base zones, e.g. multidwelling zones
• Overlay, e.g. pedestrian connection opportunity

Other implementation tools, such as: 
• Street/pathway sections and footprints (prototypes)
• Proportionality calculation
• Financial/development incentives

*except where prevented by barriers
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Street Connectivity Requirements
Approach Emphasis Examples

1. Master Street Plan (Map) 
Small focused area

• Private development
•  Brownfields/Centers
•  Specific alignments

South Waterfront Street Plan (2002/09)
Gateway Master Street Plan (2000/09)

2. Master Street Plan (Map) 
Large area

• Private development
•  Districts (SW & Far SE)
•  General/conceptual alignments for flexibility 

SW & Far SE MSP (2001) 
Unincorporated Multn. County (2002)

3. City Policy, Code & Admin 
Rules

•  Private development
•  Land divisions
•  Conditional Uses

•  Admin Rule TRN-8.06
•  Title 33.654.110 (ORD 175965)
•  Title 33.815
•  Title 17 (17.82.070/17.88.040)
•  TSP Policy 11.11 D & E - 2002

4. Neighborhood Street Plans 
(Tailored strategy)

•  Public rights-of-way (LID & development)
•  Neighborhood not meeting connectivity 
•  Active transportation network
•  Guides public investments and private 
development

Cully Local Street Plan (2012)
Division-Midway Neighborhood Street 
Plan (2015)
Tryon-Stephen Plan (2015)



Portland Central City Inner East Neighborhood Eastern Edge of Portland
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