through the City Councll by

By DANIEL SAVICK:. S
The Tribune

Commissioner Randy
Leonard is the City Council’s

-| most outspoken graffiti op-

ponent.

In recent months, he has con-
vinced the couneil to pass an or-
dinance restricting the sale of
spray paint within the city lim-
its, and has-also pushed to in-
clude graffiti'in the offenses
that result in guaranteed jail
time under a city-funded pre-
gram called Project 57.

But some believe it will take
more to significantly reduce
graffiti in’ Portland,
Leonard is one of them.

Leonard’s goal for. curbing
graffiti is what he refersfo as a

S -

The police ‘urean has dedicated an officer, Matt Milter (above),
Commissioner Randy Leonard {top), took effect in October. Now,

and -

phased approach. One of the
newest phases could involve
creating a city-sanctioned graf-
fiti wall — where taggers and
graffiti artists could paint with-
out fear of criminal charges —
as a way to fight Portland’s
most visible graffiti.

“I've actually been convinced
that makes a lot of sense,”
Leéonard said about building le-
gal walls in different areas of
Portland.

Leonard’s interest in such a
wall ig an indication that his re-
cent anti-graffiti efforts are, by
themselves, not enotigh to stem
the graffiti issue facing the city
of Portland. i :

.And he concedes that at least
some of the people who create

the largest and most visible -

1o graffiti investigation for the past
Portland officials are pondering

BRI R 8

“Free walls “

-don’t work.

You’ll see the
surrounding
area heing
pummeled
by new
gl‘affiti.” o

— Matt Mifler,
Pol

Portiand Police
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m Police, City Hall weigh next step to curb graffit

graffiti in town, such as taggers,
will have no trouble getting

aint.

He calls them graffiti
“artists” and says they have
skills and resources that distin-
guish them from what he calls
“malicious vandals,” whom he
sees as being the main target of

- his new ordinance.

“You have to define what the
problem is and realize there are
these different subclasses of
people who do the graffiti,”
Leonard said. “It’s two different
Subjects that a lot of people con-
fuse into one.”

Not everyone, including those
charged with enforcing the new
policies, draws distinctions be-
tween vandals and artists; nor
do they agree with the idea that

thres years. A restriction on the sale of spray paint, pushed
the next abatement effort.

N % 4 =
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alegal graffiti wall will stop tag-
gers or graffiti artists.

“Free walls don't work,” said
Portland police officer Matt
Miller, the bureau’s graffiti in-
vestigator. “They draw more
taggers to that area, but then
your'll see the surrounding area
being pummeled by new graffi-
0

To Portland's graffiti abate-
ment coordinator, Marcia Den-
nis, if it is done without permis-
sion, it’s not art, it’s vandalism.

“That's the view I have to
have, whether I like it or not,”
Dennis said. “There are somé
that are really colorful or funny,
but it’s vandalism.” . ° S

When Leonard pitcheq--th

Sco GRAFFITI/ Page3.
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Graffit: Law went afier vandal
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¥ = 3 TR |2 =
‘ordinance. to ‘the coilncil, lie
‘hoped it would have the same ef-
fect that locking up psen-
doephedrine had on the produc-
tion of methamphetamine in
Oregon. .
- An ingredient in over-the-
counter cold medicine, pseu-
doephedrine also is used by
homegrown meth cooks,
The restrictions caused large-
scale meth cooking in Oregon'to
all but drop off the map, and
dropping off the map s exactly,
what Leonard had in mind for
spray ‘paint-related vandalism
th his new ordinance, -~ -
The ordinance that went into,
effect Oct. 1 requires anyone

« Storeowners- ‘must: kéep a
Tecord for two-years, of anyone
‘Yo buys spray paint and similar
iteins, such as spray,
-2lés, pairit pens of afcertﬂu size,
glass cutting tools.or-glass efeh:
ing tools and or ents.
Leonard hopes these restric-
tons will help stop the most ca-
$ual graffiti vandals — those he
believes are “often the people
who stéal a can of spray paint, or
:buy a can’of chieap paint, and
‘watider through neighborhoods
spraying * “(bleep) you’ on peo-'
ple’s cars, drawing penises and
Tuining a working-class per-
800’8 car or fence®
" .But Léonard does not believe

the restrictions will stop thoge -

with “artistic skills (who) get
i-specialized paints and tips and
get the kinds of products 646
truly what 1most:people would
‘considertobeart> i (" -
As Leonard puts it? “Pm not’

think its very important" to!
‘make clear that typically they
aren’t people who would g0 after
People’s cars or a person’s housge
or fence. I think theie’s a certain
amount of ethics, Theyll pickia
blank wall, a warehouse wall, or
a freight train. That’s not appro-
priate, and that’s not legal, but
that's not who we're after.”
" Leonard followed up the
Spray-paint restrictions by
pushing to include eriminal mis.
chief in th list of crimes that re-
"sult in guaranteed fail time. un.
.der Project 57, an agreement be-
itween the city and Multnomah.
County for the city to pay
+$1.3 million a year to reservé 57
“county jail beds for quality-of-
life crimes, -
| " “I foel ike P'm giving a tool to
| the police,” Lebnard said, “If you
catch someone in the act, don’t
give them a ticket, slap them on
the wrist and send them on their
way; arrest their ass and take
them to jail. And we'l deal with
ﬂleu}, in the criminal justice Sys-
tem.

These steps are in addition to
adding a graffiti investigation
officer to the police bureau,
which happened three years
8go, When Miller was appointed.
" 'The second step wag to as.
semble a photo database of graf-
fitl taggers that would be avail-
able to officers. i

Since establishing the. data-
base Miller has documented

ating in Portland, and has )
classifying taggers within their
. crews. Some crews Miller has fol-
+lowed have 10 or more members.
4 - Additional steps include the
new
T

'

aint noz-

defending graffiti artists, but'T*

moreﬂlanﬁomtﬁﬂm‘ewsoper-_ -

graffiti ordinance and now,

il 2\ o Y A
‘_‘4&._‘_1,&?! P ."\ [ 5

" QOuND the addition of
300N s o

' Coriment on this :
and other stories -
&t wwwiporiizind
tribune.comor.”
wwivlocalnewa
LN et

] shortages,
would be to add officers to the
graffiti investigation team and
more money for- graffiti .abate-
ment or clean up. L

Palice say they need more

cluding the lack of resources ded-
ica_te_d to it, why. it i3 so hard o

significantly reduce the amoimt R

of graffiti in town. For exarnple,

Miller is the only police officer.
wuorking on graffiti full time,

“We need three full-tinie offi-
cers on the street meeting these:

kids;” Miller said. “We need

face-to-face, personal contact to-

let: them know, we know who
they are, who's In their CTeéw,

and that we’re going to. arrest.:
. them every time ‘they get up
n

(vandalize),
_‘The process of battling graffi-

fi can be ‘cumbersome,- and -

Miller points out that putting to-

gether just one case to prose-*

cute a prolific tagger can take
several months,- Al ¥,

According to Miller, he is
lucky to get four to six. major

cases against a prolific tagger -

completed each year. -

“Unfortunately. with limited
resources- and gtaffing short-
ages, this is what we're stuck
With,” Miller said. “And me sit-
ting'at a desk isn't solving our

ungen Valyn @

Velks

®3noh Subore Teyels

unave oy [

ANT A NEW VEHICLE?
IRE A PROFESSIONAL!
* CONTACT USTODAY TO GET A f
'NO HASSLE VEHICLE QUOTE! i

problem.”

Over the past three years, ac-
tual gang graffiti has made up
.about 13 pereent to 15 percent of
documented graffiti in the city,
Which 1s up from just 3 percent to
S percent from the Previous five

- 't0 Sevefi years, while tagger graf-

fiti makes up 80 percent to 85 per-
cent. ; :

" One city has ‘art walP

‘One thing Leonard, Dennis

and Miller all agree on is that.
i+ Portland’s. graffiti problem is
" not any worse than any other
Leonard, Miliér and Dennis all
agree there are many reasons, in-'

city. Miller also says that graffi-
ti1s betoming more widespread
becaiise it is worldng itself into
the popular culture,

“It’s in-movies, it's in music
-Videos, they- even have video
games now where the entire pur-
‘posels to get up (spray-paint graf-
fiti tags onto walls),” Miller said.

Dan Melbihess, who works for
Art Primo, g specialized graffiti
paint supply company out of
Seattle with a large online store,
completely agrees. 2

Melbihess compares graffiti
to skateboarding, which once
was congidered a erime and a
problem until cities gave yo
People a place to skate by build-
ing skate parks.

“We do need to provide these
kids with an outlet” Melbihess
sald. “Police need to try to meet
with kids, it's the city’s responsj-
bility torecognize the culture and
provide places for kids to paint.”

"That's exactly what happened
in Redmond, Wash. o
Kim van Ekstrom, the city's

chief ¢ommunications officer,

58id Redmond (just east of Seat.’
tle, "home . of Microsoft Corp.)
iy ;

Vlevtine's Day

BART OF THE CITY.

:
g
&

created a place -for graffit’
artists to show their work with: .-
out fear of arrest or harassment: R

. "“There were a couplé of kidg:+

that (Redmond police) knew who! *.

solution,” van Ekstrom said. -
The solution was Redmond:

legal graffiti wall, or “hip-hcp

art wall,” as it is called, nextig.
the city’s skate park. The walt >
was bt;!ﬂt in 1993, and anyone

wag built), graffiti went dowir:*
67 percent, and we haven’t seen -+
an increase since then,” saii ::
Jim Bove, spokesman for the -

Redmond Police Departments: .
“Before that, it was a huge prog*: .

lem. We had 60
(about graffiti) each menth.” =
Although Leonard js cork--
vinced that a legal graffiti wall
makes a lot of sense, he realiz
that a stngle wall would not remi-
edy Portland’s graffiti situation.:'
Miller also is not convinced .
that a legal graifiti wall woulg

ung: make a big difference, Redmond."

has around 50,000 residents‘_,."
while Portland has more than
500,000 residents, with about a.".
1.5 million people living in Mult-"
nomah, Washington and Clacka-:*-
mas countieg, B

danfelsavickas@portiandtribune;cém
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Dirty Little Secrets |-
Banks & Lenders .
DON'T Want You e
- To Know 2

Free Report Shows How to Pur N
Thousands of Dollars anangaga E I
Interest Payments in VOUR Pocker v

Instead of Your Banker’s

i O

v +
A just released consumer =
pert exposes the tricks and gim,
micks thas predatory lenders and
credit card companies use ta Y
bortowers to pay. thousands of .
dollars in. unnecessary paymens
and finanée charges - and how ffi-2
homeowners can keep that mon-f§f©
ey for themselves. o

“Lenders hope you never
read this repore because they van
®© keep fleecing you,” say Dili
Renov.and Elle Gurfinkel fom:
Portand, natosally  recognized
debe_ elimination experts. “But§ -
once you know. the f— -
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Olympia-Rafah Mural Project Workshops -- Jan. 26th

author: redrhythmicmoon Ele-mail: mural@racheicortiefoundation.org

Workshops offered to develop design components of mural to be
painted in Olympia, WA, later this year.

Olympia-Rafah Mural Project Workshops--Saturday, January 26
With Guest Mural Artists: Susan Greene and Lisa Nessan
The Olympia Center, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 26th, The Olympia-Rafah Mural Project presents a full day of
workshops led by a team of artists and community members for Olympia residents and
artists. Workshops will focus on developing themes and design ideas for a mural to be
painted in downtown Olympia later this year honoring connections between Clympia
and the town of Rafah in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The mural will be an
expression of a people’'s recognition of the Olympia-Rafah Sister City connection. It will
honor that relationship and, also, the common struggles for justice and the hidden
histories that impact members of this community. Saturday's workshops will be from
10:00 am to 4:30 pm, at The Olympia Center, 222 Columbia St. NW, in downtown
Olympia. A light lunch will be provided.

Artists Susan Greene and Lisa Nessan of Break the Silence Mural Project in the San
Francisco Bay Area, will share their work painting murals in the United States and in
Palestine and discuss the power of mural art to spark action for social justice. They will
provide guidance for the Olympia-Rafah Mural Project and help create a foundation for
the elements of the final mural image. They will, also, address the public mural painting
process as a tool for human rights advocacy through education and creation of a
culminating mural celebration. Saturday’s workshops will inciude creative breakout
sessions, exploration of proposed mural themes, a visit to the wall site, assembling
images, and working with art materials to conceptualize and gather preliminary
sketches for the mural.

The workshops will provide local artists a unique opportunity to leam about the process
of painting a collaborative public mural as they, also, learn more about the lsraeli-
Palestinian conflict within the framework of human rights and art.

The free events are sponsored by The Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace and
Justice, and The Olympia-Rafah Sister City Project. For more information call (360}
754-3998 or email BE* mural@rachelcorfiefoundation.org .

B homepage: hitp:/irachsicorriefoundation.org/site/braak-the-silence-the-olympia-rafah-mural-
project!

contribute to this article
add comment to discussion

http://portland.indymedia.org/en/2008/01/371301 shtml 1/22/2008

Olympin/T2nenh morals Jin 20 S
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blank wall.

were in no way intended fo convey any suggestion

that the Gity cannot prefer art through some other
mechanism.” . : ’

“To clarify, Marcus said, "Nothing 1 am aware of _

prevents the city from preferring art over commer-

cial speech. Even in the context of regulation, the:
City may surely regulate distinct channels of com-
munication based on what makes them distinct: as .

long as the basis for the distinction is not based on:
the content of any of these forms of expression.”

" This decision (As of this writing, Clear Channel
has indicated it plans to further litigate the issue by
filing- an appeal.) now enables new negotiations
regarding all facets of mural art. On Jan. 7 the city
announced the formation of.a Murals -Working
Group to discuss regulatory alternatives afforded by
the court’s new direction.

Coordinated by the mayors. and * City
Commissioner Sam Adams’ offices, city attorney,
Bureati of Development Services, Bureau of
Planning, RACC and répresentatives of the muralist
community, the Murals Working Group will work
out new wording to segregate art from advertising to
clearly enforce the current sign code while simulta-
neously expanding channels of artistic expression.

The January memo disseminated by the city
loosely definéd murals as “works of art for which no
compensation or thing of value is given or received
for thé display or right to place the mural”
Billboards generate renewable revenue to display the
sign, whereas a ‘
muralist gets paid «

B e “Thope that we
it A can make the
Onjan.15mem- really strong point

bers of Portland  that whatever you
Mural Defense met v

—to_azchange. views d?Clde tOday s -
on how to bést pro- " ECEreg Fo-op o T
ject their interests in  or limit the imag-
conversations- with

the city. The g ination of artists ~
e city. The group, £
organized by Joanne that haven't ?een
QOleksiak whio spear- ‘born yet.

headed- the PHS -‘—JOANNE OLEKSIAK,
mural project, also PORTLAND MURAL DEFENSE

included renowned
Portland muralists Isaka Shamsud-Din, John Early,
Mark Meltzer and Cotter, who led the proceedings.
Shamsud-Din, Cotter and Oleksiak, with Meltzer as
an alternate, will represent the muralist community
in the upcoming workshop. . C

At the meeting, both veteran muralists and new- -

.+ bies voiced concerns with the new wording, specifi-

cally the compensation aspect. “I hope that we can
make the really strong point that whatever you
decide today is going to open up or limit the imagi--
nation of artists; that haven’t been born: yet,”
Oleksiak said. i 0
The muralists hope the city will concentrate on
concrete distinctions to avoid the sticky and subjec-

tive riecessity to define art itself. Even subtle differ-.
entiations pose difficulties. In the future, however
the city draws the lines between signs and art,
muralists hope to educate officials and others on

How Wo!
board of such a size Were ere!

Last yeats
rousing power 0
Kangas produce
jon of art
improves a

- The city of Po
advertising to 200
saurals from thi
_ruce_the city de

4

*Court allows city to pré

rmurals’ intrinsic value to the neighborhoods they’re
in, raising the estimation of the art in the public eye.

With more funding and freedom, pmfessiona.l
artists have fiore incentive and resources to ‘create
highier quality artwork available outside the galleries
of the Pearl District to illuminate neighborhoods in
Mid-county and beyond.

Web Resources: i

Portland Mural Defense: www.pmcalibrary.org
_ Regional Arts & Culture Council: www.racc.org

Commissioner Sam Adams:

www:commissionersam.org B
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NEW LIFE ON FOSTER ROAD

The new Foster Road Business Association is symptomatic of a new mood on what had been a rather nonde-
script Portland street. This mural is in an alley off Foster Road at the border of the Woodstock and Mt. Scott-
Arleta neighborhoods. New shops and businesses are opening along Foster, and efforts are underway to install
Ppedestrian islands and 25 MPH speed limits, to make crossing Foster Road safer and less stressful.
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Classroom Project Really
Gets Teacher’s Goat
Editor,

It all began when we read an
article out of the new Portland
Public reading adoption. We
read about one boy who made a
big difference in the lives of oth-
ers. Well, that was the start for

us. Christmas was nearino, M~

e et -

£ for licd

i

Mrs. Peterson and some of her students at Llewellyn Scho!, holdig Rwandan

in the lives of many children.
Jean Cheney
Llewellyn School
via e-mail

Party for Lois
Editor,
Lois Stroup has been the &

Studies Institute site coor
at SMTTE 77917 QE 12+hY



Sign code revisited: Muralsmayretun to

tawed murals to satisfy Clear Channel

Communication’s legal objection to the
sign code, a new ruling may open more walls to
art in the future.

After the media company Clear Channel
asserted that the sign code’s exemption of art
violated free speech laws in 1998, mural art lay
dormant and often covered up for six years until
the city council voted to resurrect them under
the protection of a public art distinction. Clear
Channel again sought legal recrimination, and
this time muralist Joe Cotter represented artists'
interests in the challenge.

In the final ruling last fall, Judge Michael
Marcus, while upholding his original decision on
the unconstitutionality of the previous content-
based regulations, also declared that the city
had every right to favor art by other means. Rui-
ing that "nothing in this court’s Opinions say that
the City cannot attempt to free wall murals from
sign regulations in ways that do not depend on
the content of the message displayed,” Judge

Ten years after the city effectively out-

GET INVOLVED

A public meeting set for April

1 will re-examine the city
sign code, which may lead to
bringing back Portland murals.

Marcus thwarted sign companies from further
manipulating the polymorphous nature of art for
their own ends.

In January, the city formed a Murals Working
Group to re-examine the sign code under this
new lens. Comprised of representatives from
the Regional Arts and Culture Council, Bureaus
of Planning and Development Services, offices
of the Mayor and Commissioner Sam Adams as
well as from among the muralist community, the
group will hold four private negotiating sessions,
and one public meeting (scheduled for April 1)
before they present their recommended code
changes to city council.

The first session took place Feb. 4, at which
the city proposed defining a mural as “works of

photo courtesy of Rabin Dunitz

The Musicians Union mural is on the corner near 20th and Burnside.

art for which no compensation or thing of value is
given or received for the display or right to place
the mural,” as opposed to signs which accrue
recurring revenue. Other objective criteria under
discussion may impose limitations on artists.

Since billboards usually hover where the
eye meets the horizon, around 50 feet in the
city, a mural height ceiling has been proposed.
As for materials, though innovative artists may
experiment with diverse modes of creation, few
work with the prohibitively expensive digital vinyl
used in billboards, a material which muralists
willingly agree to concede.

The city has also proposed confining
murals to commercial areas, which would ban

the residential work muralists eam primarily for
garage doors, On the issue of permanence, the
five-year minimum currently required by the
public arts mural program will most likely stand,
but artists seek careful wording on this count to
allow for large temporary installments as well.

All delegates seek to ease the red tape
around the mural permit process while reducing
program costs. If the following months result in
an agreement that satisfies all parties, then we
may soon have a new sign code that not only
protects the aesthetic quality of our neighbor-
hoods, but also improves upon them.

Heather Hill is a freelance writer in Portland.

Iran pea

n Saturday, Feb. 9, the American
Olranian Friendship Council (AIFC)
hosted its first-ever American-Iranian

T B taed State University,

A ST Tare]
RN §

ce forum o

U.S. government has worked against a friend-
ship between the two countries, refusing to
have a dialogue with the Iranian government.
According to Blumenauer, Bush’s “Axis of Evil’
speech came at a time when Iran was actually
halning us stabilize Afghanistan, leaving the

* e hewildered. If we were friends,

.n.",ﬂliht?d_ﬂ]]f r_allinq them

B
i

Kinzer called the rush to bomb Iran an act
of intellectual laziness. It is far easier to start
throwing .bombs around than it is to sit down
and have a painful conversation about the part
we played in past atrocities. It is far easier to
fall into an “us vs. them” mentality than to work

together. And it's far easier to start shouting
thaf Irﬂn lr- fesire e hyiild nirloar |upgr\y—\_nn thu

pens dialogue

in China, and called for our government to of-
fer Iran direct, bilateral, unconditional negotia-
tions. At the top of the world, he said, the U.S.’s
goal should be stability in the Middle East, not
fomenting further revolution.

Many of the speakers expressed fears that
an American attack on Iran is still a very real

Y
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NEIGHBEORHOODS | ST. JOHNS

Schdolgirls’ mural is
picture point of pride

By Michael Bales
SPECIAL TO THE OREGONIAN

" & ayrangela Cervantes,
M 10, nibbles on an ice

| ¥ U cream cone as a cold
wind switls along North Lom-
bard Avenue last week in St.
Johns.

“I1inally did something that
the world can see,” she says.

- The Shaver Elementary
School fourth-grader is
among 24 girls who designed
and painted a 32-by-12-foot
mural. The mural, behind
them on the side of a build-
ing, depicts silhouetted girls
dancing beneath a treeina
dreamscape of butterflies and
flowers.

The project began in Octo-

ber and included brainstorm-
ing and much drawing as part
of after-school programs at
Shaver and James John Ele-
mentary. Girls Inc. of North-
west Oregon runs the pro-
grams as part of its school-
based mission to empower
girls.

Along the way, the gitls
learned how to develop
healthy relationships with one
another, says Kristin Robin-
son, who led the project as a
Girls Inc. volunteer coordina-
tor.

Artists Rodolfo Serna and
Kate Zonis guided the girls in
refining ideas, then drew out-
lines of the final concept on
large pieces of plywood. The

girls did the rest.

Building owner David Has-
sin says he jumnped at the
chance to donate the south
wall of the now-closed Jowers
boot store when Rebinson
broached the idea. The Re-
gional Arts & Culture Council

paid for the work,

In a vacant lot next to the
mural, the girls from the two
schools gather in a circle and
say their names. They've nev-
er met.

Serna joins the circle and
sings a song while beating on

[ m——

e |

Girls from
Shaver and
James John
elementaries
gather last
week in front
of the mural
they designed
and painted in
St. Johns.

MICHAEL BALES
SPECIAL TO
THE OREGONIAN

a small drum. Later, he says
the song is from a sun dance
ceremony of the Lakota na-
tive people. It has no words,
only sounds that create feel-
ings. m

Portland News: 503-221-8199;
portland@news.oregonian.com
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Neighborhood Notes

‘Richmond
, By Karen Maczko g
* The last Richmond Neighborhood Association Meeting was held on March 10. The Community policing report indi-
ed it had been very quiet month around the neighborhood. The Association unanimously voted in favor of writing a letter to
sire supporting two native gardens at the southside of the Richmond Elemesitary Schook. .~ ..., . . . - - . .
Jenna Plank; the SE Portland Deputy District Attorney, was present to discuss the neighborhood D_A. program. Jenna
nvolved primarily-in quality of life crimes such as graffiti, transients and criminal mischief: She stated that the Hawthorne
eater is a concern having received multiple complaints.’A meeting to" address complaints is in the planning stages. The .
ighborhood association does have a Good Neighbor Agreement with the Hawthorne Theater. - TR )
Kirsty Hall from PDOT discussed a transportation safety project for bicyclists and pedestrians along SE Clinton St. The-
jective of the Clinton Bike Boulevard Enliancement Project is to let people:know that they are on'a street prioritized for use’
cyclists. PDOT is conducting a pilot program to test various sign designs. -~ SN e o N )
Tim O*Neil, SEUL Neighbothood Sustainability Coordinator, let us know that he is available to help the neighborhood
1n an environmental sustainability project. It i$ 2 great opportunity for neighbors who may not want to commit to attending
snthly meetings but would like to have an active role in the neighborhood. Ideas are welcome, and one example in the works
r the Sunnyside neighborhood is to purchase five energy meters fo measure efficiency in appliances that could be.lent out to

ighbors. 5 -y ] )
Erik Hovmiller was elected as the new Chair of the Richmond Neighborhood Association, thank you and congratula-

ms Erik! Roy Hartley volunteered to become our SEUL,Coalition Representative - Thanks to Roy this position that was

cant for over a year is-now filled! " ; . e L my v

Welcome to new board members Linda Ralley, Jeff Cropp and Jeff Horne. Thanks for helping out! )

The Land Use Board of Appeals heard the arguments régarding thie Wild Qats/Gold’s Gym saga and will have a decision
April or May. The Richmond Cleanup has been scheduled for May 31. Mark your calendars and start organizing that junk
»u don’t need. Our next meeting will be held on April 14 Hope to see you there! . s PR

Please Note: Monthly meetings of the Richmond Neighborhood ‘Association are held on the second Monday of every

onth at the Cascadia Building at the SW corner of 43rd and Division-at7 pm. Please enter on SE 43rd and proceed to the

«cond floor, Room #4. Neighbors are encouraged to atténd and get involved i our neigliborhood.

e  Buckman
By Susan Lindsay

~ It’s Mural time!! Joe Cotter renowned muralist will-be repainting the Buckman Mural found on the south wall of the
laid Pantry store at SE 12th and Morrison St. He will lead a community mural planning proc‘essvdis'cuss’"ion with slide show
\ the Buckman Elementary School Cafeteria, 320 SE 16th Avenue, Tuesday, April 29, 6:30 ~ 8:30 pm. To contact Joe, call
03.637.3381 or email Chameléons_garden@yahoo.com> " - S Wi, = " R
*1¢’s also time to-gather all that “stuff” clutteririg: your basements; ‘yards and attics and bring it to the annual Buckman/
ERNS Neighborhood Assogiation Clean Up. The event takes place on Earth Day, Saturday; April 19 from 9 am-12 pm at 26th
nd’ NE Burnside. There will be dumpsters for garbage; recycling and yard debris. While it is free, we do ask for a donation
y help support the event and the both sponsoring associations. At 12 pm there will Be a party for volunteers with lots of food,
sfreshments and entertainment. To volunteef; please contact BCA Cleanup €oordinator, Cory Ulrich, Americorps Volunteer
t.culrich@portlandimpact.org RO B B T o R i ;
~ - .Inthe same vein of planet saving, BCA will be formirig a new Sustainability'Comniiitee, assisted by Tim O’Neil volun-

ser at Southeast Uplift, This group will discuss, implement and showcase ways we can save energy creatively and help stép_ )

Jobal warming and Wasteful consumerism. At press fime the date of first meeting to be held at Buckman Elementary had not
xeen set. Contact Tim directly at tim@southeastuplift.org for more information dnd to get involved. = =W . Erp

" April 24, the BCA Public Safety Committee will meet at 7-pm at Central Catholic: This mecting which will follow the

nonthly Land<Use meeting will be held in. CCHS Facplty Confererice Room, 2401 SE Stark. All interested and concerned
ieighborhood residents as well as"business owners and tenants are strongly-encouraged to attend. This newly forming, pro-
ictive group seeks to-ideritify and help curb the substanti npsurge .in:car-break-ins, iome and business-burglaries, graffiti,

randalism, and: chronic drug/aleohol related problems accuiring: Buckman. The Committee will obtain. current statistics and
work with the Portland Police to identify the patterns and location of crimes i Buckman, learn the reality of present police and .

nvestigation staffing in our aréa, and see what relationship new ofdinances downtown may have with présent scenarios.”

.~ All residents are also asked to report meﬂ,/vanaalisrxi'ax_lgi drug/alcohol issues in order to assist with'a.true analysis.

Contact the non-emergency line at 503.823.3333. " . -’ S paer _

A special note on the Washington High School property: This homie of the future community centet, field and affordable
swnérship family housing, is legally a drag and alcohol free zone as is all PPS property. Please contact the non-emergency line
immediately if you sec any violations of that policy and help keep ti¢ area safg for kids, residents and of course the hounds.

At our general meeting on April 10, come hear about the plans Metro has to do a “make-over” at Lone Fir Cemetery. .

There will be a presentation and discussion. Also, we are planning for a candidate fair for Mdy so you can see your choices
and hear some debates. . -~ D o

BCA Board meets Thursday, Apnl 3, from 6-7:15 pm and the General Mecting is Thursday, April 10, 7-9 pm..B_oth,

meetings are at Central Catholic High School and all are welcome. To contact the BCA: buckman_comm2000@hotmail.com

or 503.236.2214.
turn to page 8
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Buckman mural process presentation and slideshow

The Buckman Community

Mural will be painted this year on
the south wall of the Plaid Pan-

try at the corner of SE Morrison

Street and 12th Avenue. The lead

artist, Joe Cotter has been paint-

ing murals for twenty years, pri-
marily in Portland and Estacada.
The presentation will include
material from past murals as well

as a drawing in progress of the

Buckman Community Mural.

There will also be a discus:-

sion of the mural process from its
inception to its completion, The

slide show will feature the pre-

ﬁou_s Outside I mural, “For the
People” painted in' 1989-1990 as

~well as the 1996 Cycle of Wood

mural in Estacada. : .
" The Buckman Community

Mural is being designed in con- -
_sultation with, and support  of,
.the Buckman Community Asso-.

ciation- and is made possible by
a grant from the City of Pottland
Environmental Services East Side

Community Benefit Opportunity
(CBO) Program. - ° '

. The event is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 29 from 6:30 ~
8:30 pm in the Buckman School

. Cafeteria, 320 SE 16th Ave.
: " Joe: - Cotter,
503.637.3381, Chameleons _gar-

Contact:

den@yahoo.com

Getting ready for soccer

Mt. Tabor Soccer Club is currently registering players for fall,

soccer. If your child has always wanted to get involved with soccer,
now is the time! Mt. Tabor Soccer Club will have several opportunities

this April to register for fall soccer. All times are

pm and the locations are as follows:

Monday, April 7 at Richmond (2276 SE 41st Ave.) .

Tuesday, April 8-at Sunnyside (3421 SE Salmon St.) -

Wednesday, April 9 at Bridger (7910 SE Market) - -

Tuesday, April 15 at Glencoe (825 SE 51st Ave.) -

Thursday, April 17 at Atkinson (5800 SE Division)

Mt. Tabor Soccer Club provides affordable recreational soccer to
boys and girls, grades K — 8. A non-profit, volunteer-run organization.
their goal is to enhance the lives of area families, strengthen commu-
nity and to further the game of soccer regardless-of one’s race, gender

or national origin.

Contact the club registrar, Darcy Mundorff at A503 .2.5‘3 .5638 or

registrar@mttaborsoccer.6rg with questions. Visit the website at www."

mttaborsoccer.org.

Successful Swap Shop and Indoor Playground

from 6:30 pm - 8:00
. L I a :

"ANNUAL TULIP SALE-Brighten your day' The Mt, Tabor Chapter of the Friends of the Oregon Symphony

holds its annual tulip sale Friday April 11. Enjoy Spring blooms fresh from the field. Pick up tulips ($6/
bunch of 10) at 5631 SE Madison from 9 am - 3 pm. Free delivery on advance orders of 20 bunches or more!
Call 503.253.2599 today to reserve your tulips. - R

SPRIN G BAZAAR—Eyeryone is invited to the Annual Spring Bazaar at ‘Epworth United Mefﬁbdist
Church, Saturday April 26, 11- am - 3 pm. Delicious Udon, Chinese Chicken Salad, Inari Sushi, Hum Bao,

.baked goods and-other food items will be available to eat in or carry out. The event features a Plant Sale,
- Rummage Sale, and performances by community members including the Minidoka Swing Band, Epworth

Break Dance Group, and Richmond Elementary 5th.Grade Class. The church is located at 1333 SE 28th
Avenue. For more information, contact Epworth UMC at 503 :232.5253 or epworthumc@hotmail.com

SPRING CRAFT SALE-A newly formed neighborhood group, the “Crafty Betties”, is hosting its first.
Spring Sale Saturday, April 26, from noon until'9 pm at 6323 SE 22nd Ave. Check out the newest creations
from 7 very local artists and crafters with lots of great gift ideas for Mother’s Day! There’s a wonderful and
unique selection of handmade jewelry, skirts, accessories, aprons, Stationary, ponchos, tote bags, dresses
and much more depending on how fast their crafty little hands can work! Call Linda at 503.771.5850 with

questions.

FIFTH ANNUAL PIL SLAM DUNK COMPETITION at Franklin High School is coming up April 4.
Former Blazers judge the event, and dunkers and three point stiooters from Portland Public high schools will
be there too. Competition begins at 7:00 pm in the Franklin gym. Ticket prices are $5. Children seven and-
under and senior citizens are free. For more information, contact Mark Tucker at mtucker@pps.k12.or.us

FREE WOOD WASTE DUMPING- McFarlane’s Bark, Inc., one:of thie Portland/Vancouver metropolitan
area’s largest commercial composting operations is.accepting clean waste wood and woody yatd-debris for
FREE for an indefinite, however extended, period of time. The 'qutland location is 13345:SE Johnson Rd.,

Milwaukie and the phone is 503.659.4240. Open seven days.

THE ANATOMY OF PEACE BOOK, study group starts April 3 at'6 pm. The group meets once a month
on the first Thursday. Call: 503.452.0399 or email ageless@mynetimpact.com.’ o

; IDEAL MEDICAL CLINIC—Ydu areiinvitéd :to brainstorm and discuss your thoughts about what makes

an ideal medical office.” What types of services would you like to sée? What should the atmosphere be like?
Thursday, April 17 at 6:30 pm at-1235 SE Division, in the atrium behind Artemis Foods Café and hosted by
Jennifer Wallace MD, who will-be opening an innovative inedical clinic in the same building in mid-May.
888.480.1115. = | SYEN RS

FREEESL C'LASSES,oﬁ'ered“at Marshall Campus SUN Cente'f evcry Tuesday and Thursday beginning
*April 8 and ending May 29. The Marshall Campus is located at:3905:SE 91st Ave: Take Bus Lines 9 and 17.

The ESL classes are free and open to anyone interested: For mo "i_-\gifdﬁﬂéti@ﬁ_éall?ﬂ .570.1384.

SPRING MASTER RECYCLER PLASTICS ROUNDUP: takes place Saturday. May 3 from 9 am - 2 pm

recycling. See détails in next month’s Southeast Exa;i;iner.

.at the Floyd Light Middle School 10800 SE Washington. This is for all thos¢ items not taken at curbside *

MULTNOMAH COUNTY CHAPTER OF OSU MASTER GARDENERS, Speaker Seies -Tuesday,
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City may relax rules on murals

M Deal may
end Ti-year
ban on most
painted art

work on city

buildings

By ADRIANNE JEFFRIES
for The Tribune

New rules proposed by the city of
Portland would make it possible for
artists to get permits fo paint large-
secale murals on privately owned
building walls — something that
has been iliegal in the city for the
past seven years.

Murals are commonplace in some
cities. San Francisco has more than
600, and more than 2,800 murals have
beep painted through Philadelphia’s

Mural Arts Pro-

gram. But there are m

fewer than 50 murals Group working
iPortland. to finish huge Oaks
“The tradition of gesom myral.
murals here in Port- y
land has been an un-
happy one,” said ﬂ
Joanne Oleksiak of
Portland Mural Defense, an artists’ ad-
vocacy group.
Portland’s dearth of oversized out-
door murals is due to cify regulations
meant fo restrict advertisers from pep-

pering the urban landsecape with mu-
rals pushing products.

But the permitting process, which
needs to be approved by the Portland
City Council before it goes into effect,
would smooth the way for muralists
who want to paint, tile or mount mu-
rals larger than 200 square feet in the
city.
“When there are voices that don’t
have a giant ad budget to get their
ideas across, it’s often very important

See MURALS / Page 3
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Five bridges, two .
problem. A bridge of s
Broadway, another on
(Hawthorne), this one
ing roller coaster, and 1
palatial (Fremont) of tht
wood is off the list until
repair to an aging infras
In fact all the bridges ac.
inspection and maintena
But the five bridges t
two waterways that frame
be burned and blasted int
We won’t stop there.
ing all streets painted wi
Pour piping hot asphalt ¢
line, every painted bike
streets; get rid of them.
food stores. Roll back 1
popping up all over town. .
education from schools, lay off city, county
and state workers, close schools where the W
most economically disadvantaged families
live, eliminate R&B, Soul, Jazz music
from the radio band, and blanket the inner st
city with the gentrification brand, to create 1«
an exclusive cottage industry. le

Peter C. Little took this shot of a new mural by Joe Cotter, muralist taking part in the
PDX public arts movement. Joe is active with Portland Mural Defense. He is aiso a
member of both Artback and the Spiral Gallery, two artist co-operatives in Estacada.

Lo~
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HEDW SHOP

OPE|
Windew Signi

Road, previously
inhahited by
pawn shops and
fast food .
restavrants, is
showing signs
of new vitakty.
New businesses

ping up and
encol
1 locals to hang
| around.

TRIBUNE PHOTOS:
KATIE HARTLEY

B New busmesses, aﬁordab e housing remtahze nelghborhood

Foster forges a new identity

Iy STEVE LAW
The Tribune

‘When Rob Hergenrader
ypened his Mocha Master cof-
‘ee shop on Foster Road six
years ago, he could tell some
f his customers were hooked
n meth.

It wasn't a very good neigh-
jorhood, Hergenrader recalled,
with “a Iot of meth and theft and

Butin the past couple of years,

. . - 5 it seems, the | =
WA BrE meth addicts |
T along Foster

have been replaced by caffeine
addicts.

Oh, sure, there are still sever-
al windowless, smoky taverns

along Foster between Southeast f
50th and 90th. There’s still a |-
“Gentlemen’s | =

pawnshop, a

Club,” an adult video store anda
cocktail bar offering “stripper
karaoke” on Sundays. You can
still shop for guns and beer-logo
mirrors on Foster.

But there’s an unmistakable
transition under way in what has
long been one of Portland’s seed-
iest commercial arteries.

tutelage of new owner-operators
from Seattle and Brooklym, is un-
dergoing a renaissance of its

Cava, which opened in Octo- own.

ber, may be the first Foster Road
restaurant to attract foodies and
other diners from' miles away.
‘There's also a hip new tattoo par-
lor, a trendy breakfast spot (Bar
Carlo) a trendy nightspot (Sking-
shot Lounge), and several new
cafes and coffee shops.

You can now buy sushi on Fos-
ter and 82nd Avenue. You can
even spot Martha Stewart’s smil-
ing face —nolie—onabillboard
near 30th Avenue, pitching her
line of “easy and elegant wines.”

And Hergenrader’s drive-
through coffee shop, under the

Any day, co-managers Angela
Kelly and Valerie Young said, a
spiffy new sign will go up herald-
ing Foster’s newest attraction:
Speedboat Coffee.

The sisters-in-law tock over
from Hergenrader 2'1/2 menths
ago, and are transforming his
former coffee shop into a lively
neighborhood hangout.

The interior is decked out

with vintage photos and para-.

phernalia with a speedboat
theme. Kelly and Young are fan-
tasizing about mounting a real

theme was chosen because it
evokes an image of fast service,
Kelly said, an important asset
for a coffee shop relying on
drive-through business.

They also hope to lure more
customers in to sit for a spell.
Qutdoor seating is being added
on the wide sidewalk along Fos-
ter., They'll expand their hours
into early evening, supplement-
ing their popular smoothies and
coffea drinks with anew menu of
soups, sandwiches and paninis.

Walls are painted bright lime
and tangerine, what Kelly called
“caffeinated colors.” A children's
playroom was added, bringing in
a steady flow of moms with their

motorhoat on the roof The kids.

Before the May 9 grand open-
ing, the ‘place already had at-
tracted a new crop of customers
to add to the regulars.

“It's vibing,” said Laura
Richards, 20, who came in_re-
cently for her daily java. “Every
time I come here 1

Angela Kelly
(Teft) and Valerie
Young, owners
of Speedboat
Caffee, serve

up smoathies,
pastries, hagels
and caffeine and

mixed-use development around
Foster and 90th.

‘There is a plan afoot to extend
the Lents Urban Renewal Area
westward along Foster, to en-
compass the business artery all
the way to 50th Avenue and Pow-

ell Boulevard. The

meet people,” she 3" . urban renewal
sud inudg 5§ “Wsvibing, e o o
promised to help § Every time I the expansion
B | lometire | S

Lorraine Wood, % | meef people. said, the PDC
30, who's workedat & . would focus on pro-
the coffee shop for @ —lawraRichars  iging  business

4 1/2 years, said

-she's noticed Foster developing a

more pedestrian-friendly ambi-
ence.

“Pve seen a big boost in
women with strollers walking
down the neighborhood,” she
said

Foster is changing much like
other Portland neighborhoods,
said Byron Estes, senior devel-
opment manager for the Port-
land Development Commission.
Young families are moving in,
Jured by affordable housing.

“That always brings new life to
a neighborhood,” he said. But it
hasn’t brought an avalanche of

loans and store-

front improvements for Foster
businesses. The agency also
could pursue beautification proj-
ects, such as adding street trees
and improving sidewalks. -

Alyssa Starelli, a real estate
agent who was sipping coffee
last Friday at Speedboat, said
she’d like to see a median strip
down Foster to make it more
walkable.

Foster was a “no man’s land”
in the early 1990s, said Starelli,
who lives in nearby Brentwood-
Darlington. But the area’s repu-
tation has slowed its neighbor-
heod lmpruvements

e - TUUUIE VU DU

Southeast Foster -
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Foster forge new idetity

+ STEVE LAW
we Tribune

‘When Rob Hergenrader
sened his Mocha Master cof-
e shop on Foster Road six
»ars ago, he could tell some
*his customers were hooked
a1meth.

1t wasn't a very good neigh-
syrhood, Hergenrader recailed,
ith “a lot of meth and theft and
por

But in the past couple of years,

e it seems, the
SOUTHEASY

%8 along Foster

ave been replaced by caffeine

ddicts.

Oh, sure, there are still sever-

1 windowless, smoky taverns

long Foster between Southeast

Oth and 90th. There’s still a
awnshop, a “Gentlemen’s

Tlub,” an adult video store anda

ocktail bar offering “stripper

meth addicts |

-araoke” on Sundays. You can &

till shop for guns and beer-logo it

nirrors on Foster. .

But there’s an unmistakable
ransition under way in whathas
ong been one of Portland's seed-
est commercial arteries.

Cava, which opened in Octo-
ser, may be the first Foster Road
estaurant to attract foodies and
sther diners from miles away.
[here’s also a hip new tattoo par-
or, a trendy breakfast spot (Bar
Jarlo) a trendy nightspot (Sling-
shot Lounge), and several new
»afes and coffee shops.

You can now bty sushi on Fos-
ser and 82nd Avenue. You can
aven spot Martha Stewart’s smil-
ing face —nolie—on abillboard
near 90th Avenue, pitching her
line of “easy and elegant wines.”

And Hergenrader’s drive-
through coffee shop, under the

tutelage of new owner-operators
from Seattle and Brooklyn,is un-
dergoing a renaissance of its
own.

Any day, co-managers Angela
Kelly and Valerie Young said, &
spiffy new sign will go up herald-
ing Foster’s newest attraction:
Speedboat Coffee.

The sisters-in-law took over
from Hergenrader 2-1/2 months
ago, and are transforming his
“former coffee shop into a lively
neighborhood hangout.

The interior is decked out
with vintage photos and para-
phernalia with a speedboat
theme. Kelly and Young are fan-
tasizing about mounting a real
motorboat on the roof. The

theme was chosen because it
evokes an image of fast service,
Kelly said, an important asset
for a coffee shop relying on
drive-through business.

They also hope to lure more
customers in to sit for a spell.
Outdoor seating is being added
on the wide sidewalk along Fos-
ter. They'll expand their hours
into early evening, supplement-
ing their popular smoothies and
coffee drinks with 2 new menu of
soups, sandwiches and paninjs.

‘Walls are painted bright lime
and tangerine, what Kelly cailed
“caffeinated colors.” A children’s
playroom was added, bringing in
a steady flow of moms with their
kids.

Before the May 9 grand open-
ing, the ‘place already had at-
tracted a new crop of customers,
to add to the regulars.

“It'’s vibing,” said Laura
Richards, 20, who came in_re-
cently for her daily java. “Every

Angela Kelly
(left) and Valerie
Young, owners
of Speedhpat
Coffee, serve

up simoothies,
pastries, bagels
and caffeine and
plan to add
sidewalk seating.

mixed-use development around
Foster and 90th.

There is a plan afoot to extend
the Lents Urban Renewal Area
westward along Foster, to en-
compass the business artery all
the way to 50th Avenue and Pow-

tirnétl comf, I,I’El'?l Is. . elleoulevard, Thaei
i B | peviing, et
promised to help E F.ver_'y.time  Ifthe expansion
i her PSS fcomehere S s
3(‘)23{1;%’;:0&6? g;. f I meet pﬂﬂpl!!.” ;aégid fu%lues onl;?lg
the coffee shop for = — baura Richards yiging  business

4 1/2 years, said

.she’s noticed Foster developing a
more pedestrian-friendly ambi-
ence.

“Pye seen a big boost in
women with strollers walking
down the neighborhood,” she
said.

Foster is changing much like
other Portland neighborhoods,
said Byron Estes, senior devel-
opment manager for the Port-
1and Development Commission.
Young families are moving in,
-lured by affordable housing.

“That always brings new life to
a neighborhood,” he said. But it
hasn't brought an avalanche of

gentrification, Estes observed.
The PDC is celebrating some
success stories with its redevel-
opment in the Lents neighbor-
hood to the east, including anew

growth or anything approaching”

loans and ,store-
front improvements for Foster
businesses. The agency also
could pursue heautification proj-
ects, such as adding street trees
and improving sidewalks. -

Alyssa Starelli, a real estate
agent' who was sipping coffee
last Friday at Speedboat, said
she'd like to see a median strip
down Foster to make it more
walkable.

Foster was'a “no man’s land”
in the early 1990s, said Starelli,
who lives in nearby Brentwood-
Darlington. But the area’s repu-
tation has slowed its neighbor-
hood improvements.

“The whole Foster-Powell area
is considered Felony Flats,” she

said, “but there’s no felony any’

more.” 3

stevelaw@portlandiribune.com
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The banana mural, painted in 1982 at Suutheast 11th Avenue and Division Street, is one of Portland’s

oldest. The mural is signed by the anonymous Gorilla Wallflare, who also claims two other unauthonzed

murals in the city.

Every Friday in Stumptown
Stumper, the Portland Tri-

‘bune offers a trivia guestion

and answer to help you boost
your Rose City IQ.

Q: Where in Portland can you
find a mural of a glant banana?
A: Thismural, on the side of a

- discount retail shop at 1125 S.E.
- Division St., dates t0 1982, which

malkes it one of the oldest in the
city, according to the Regional
Arts and Culture Council.

'The 18-foot-by-50-foot piece,
called “Art fills a void,” stands
out for several other reasons as
well.

At ﬁrst it appears to be just a
banana, randomly sketched to
fill a blank wall. Then, if you’re
an arts and music junkie, you
might-recall that' the banana
looks eerily similar to Andy

Warhol's cover art for the 1967
“debut album by the Velvet Un-

derground and Nico. The words,
“Peel Slowly and See,” appeared
in tiny print next to. the banana,
and a tab on the original album
could be peeled back to reveal a
pink banana underneath.

So who’s behind this many-
layered mural? The anonymous
artist or artists signed the piece
“Gorilla Wallflare,” suggesting
it might be an act of guerrilla ac-

| tivism.

One post on the public art
blog, www.pdxartwork.blogspot

| .com, gives some insight. It was

writien by an apparent insider
by the name of “Otto Phokuz” (a
play on “auto-focus” or “out-of-
focus?”), who describes himself
on his MySpace page as an 80-
year-old photographer who lives
in Portland.

“The original concept was in
protest to war in Nicaragua at
the time, however at the last

minute the ‘art fills the void’ was -
added to keep it out of the polit-
ical arena,” Phokuz writes. .

“Another title considered was-
‘Vivami banana.’ The mural wag
done just to fill the blank space of-
an otherwise dull, blank wall. It
just so happens that the banana,
theme fit with tire whole gorilla”
wallflare idea. After all, gorillas
have to eat too, you know Mea il

Phokuz adds that Gor1lla
Wallflare painted two other
unauthorized murals around .
town, which since have been
covered up or destroyed as the'
buildings were torn down.

“This mural,” he says, “was

' painted on a Sunday by the two

founding members of the team,
Yes it was inspired by Andy
Warhol.”

Are these founding members
still around? Will there be any.
more protest murals? Stumper
wants to know.

Next week’s Stumper: The:
McMenamins Kennedy School
restaurant and pub first opened
as an - elementary school in
Northeast Portland in 1913. John,
F. Kennedy wasn’t born yet, so-
whom was it named after? -
Have a Stumper? Send it to
Jenniferanderson@portland
tribune.com.
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‘Mural Show Honors Black Artists

American artists through June 28 at the Olympic
Mills Commerce Center, 107 SE Washington St.
in downtown Portland. ' :

Artworks by nationally acclaimed local painter, quil-
ter and visual artist Adriene Cruz and the late painter
Charlotte Lewis are given a special focus in this exhib-
it. '

Cruz is especially known for painting the interior and
exterior of the Northeast Health Center in vibrant colors
and African Adinkra motifs. She frequently collaborated
with Lewis, whose work is also seen in a gallery of its
own adjacent to the main Mural Show.

Organizers say some featured works in this show are
from private collections and haven’t been seen in public
for years, including the 1988 mural titled “Struggle &
Hope.” .

The piece was reassembléd at this show after more
than 15 years in storage. Designed by lead artist Bill
Garnett (1939-2004) and painted by over 50 Portland
community volunteers on a café wall in downtown
Portland, this powerful anti-war imagery deserves to be
seen. The mural was a project of the Portland Central
America Solidarity Committee in the late 1980s, during
the El Salvadoran Civil War. '

Some highlights for this show are: :

* Larty Kangas offers visual instruction (and a sample)
on how to do a “pellon” (non-woven fabric) mural.
Kangas used this technique for the 2007 Parkrose
High School Community Center mural “Horses Through
History and World Cultures”. This 1,600 square foot
mural depicts the many cultures and nationalities of the
Parkrose High School student body and neighborhoods.

* An historical mural created in 1992 by a multi-racial

The Portland Mural Show features African

collective working with Portland American Friends

Service Committee and ALANA, to protest Operation

June 11, 2008
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CHALLENGING PEOPLE T0 SHAPE A BETTER Furure Now

AlNeEx

Adriene Cruz

Desert Storm (the first Irag War) and of the US.
Quincentenary celebration of Columbus and his “dis-
covery” of America.

* Painting and sculpture by Toma Villa, a Native
American aerosol artist and graduate of Mt. Hood
Community College. 7

* Plus work by artists and activists including Baba
Wague Diakite, Ping Khaw, Martin Gonzalez, Robin
Corbo and others.

PORTLAND, OREGON
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;= _ The70-foot painted great blue heron
f: that overlooks the Oaks Bottom Wildlife
I
;;get somy

'~1y birds on west-
walls.

. When completed in mid-Séptember,
the 45,000-square-foot artwork will be
one of the murals in the United

+ * States, said Mike Houck, director of the

Urban Greenspaces: Institute, which is
,helpinglead the project. It's intended to
~show the beauty of nature to everyone

from bicyclists and runners on the
* Springwater Corridor Trail to Inotorists

heading south on Interstate 5,

“The idea {5 to have something that is
ot garish and does not stand out with
superbright colors,” Houck said. “The
scale fs 50-big that it will capture peg-
ple’'simagination.” = . .

The work is being coordinated by Ur-
ban Greenspaces Institute and Art X

- Murals, a Portland company that paints
murals for clients

- They're the same team that created the
original muralin 1991, -

“It's something nice for the city that's

", going © be permanent,” said Shane

Bennett, a lead Art FX artist for the proj-
&ct. “Most of the murals we do are ad-
vertisements and just get painted over.”
This time, there will be an education.

al component,

- ganization that teaches outdoors skills
, to young people, will recruit high school
students to help paint under the super-
vision of Art FX School-age children
“also will be able to participate in one-

" Houcksays.
- Much of the
. donated, Art FX is Dproviding $150,000 in-
services, The ownets of the mausoleum,
in addition to donating the wall space,
are giving several thousand - dollars,
" Portland’s Miller Paint is providing the
. paint, as it did in 1991,
“We talked to people whose family
members have memorials there,” said
-Dave Schroeder, who manages the
mausoleum. “Everyone we spoke -to
Was very positive about it.” .
.. The mausoleum, he added, was built
.in 1901 and has been added ta in
phases since then, “The back of the
building is not too attractive the way it
isnow.” ’
The Urban Greenspaces Institute, a
nonprofit that works to bring nature to

Please see MURAL, Page B3

Refuge in Southeast Pordand is sbout ' - B

¢ with images of flora and native migrato- .-
and - south- facing

across the nation. .

to0; TrackersNW, an or- -

Project’s cost is being '

: The léhé'hefon on a Southeast Portland wall will be

Urban Greenspaces Institute, -

 Mural idea takes flight in big way

joined by other fauna and flora

said Mike Houck, director.of the

|
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Mural:- -
Neighborhood
group’s letter
supports it

Continued from Page Bt

the city by preserving habitat -

and promoting eco-friendly
construction and renovation
Projects, lined up donations to
cover the $68,000. remaining

 after donated services. They in-

clude $20,000 from the Spirit
Mountain Community Fund,
which donates a portion of
profits from the Spirit Moun-
tain Casino on behalf of the
Confederated Tribes of Grand

-Ronde,

“Qur tribal council and trus-

tees have a passion for the n
ural environment and were ;

wanting to highlight «
gnlrye, especially in the urb
setting,” said Shelley Hansc
the fund’s director.

Donations also came fro
the city’s Bureau’ of Enviro
mental Services, the Regior:
Arts and Culture Council, ar
the Oregon Community Fou
dation, -~

The neighborhood associ
tion — the Sellwood Morelar
Improvement League — al
wrote a letter of support aft
"Houck gave a presentation o
the project. .

"It will add to the artst
quality of Oaks Bottom,” saj
Eric Norberg, the league’s sex
retary,

L ]

Tara Ballenger: 503-294-7611;
taraballenger®
news.oregonian.com
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Kids take cameras into their YOU had me at

_ neighborhoods to meet

nelghbors and break down
barriers. They come qut
with an understanding of
their communities, and

O 1[1E]]] C

The banners are posted on the sides of buildings throughout Portland and in several central Oregon communities.
Each one represents a conversation, an experience shared by the interviewers and the subjects. Children came up with all the questions.
And "guestions,” says photographer Julie Keefe, “that’s what Hello Neighbor is alf about. Getting comfortable. Getting uncomfortable.”

ROSS WILLIAM HAMILTON/THE OREGONIAN
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ppi Avenue, Southeast Stark.
ole thing felt a little mysteno 18,
Who were the people featured on the banners?

" What was this ‘all about?

. "And it’s funny, because the whole thing grew from questions —
started with a series of interviews, actually. '

And the banners, they're akind of record of those conversations.
Amap of encounters, Of interactions. A new way, of looking at our

neighborhoods. At ourselves,
Away to find each other.

L
Me and my cousin were walking home
‘one night. It was around 3 and we started
walking up Mississippi when. we saw a lot
of people were garhering on the corner,
_ “outside of Sunlan. Of course being nosy,

. ‘wewanted to know what was going on.... .
There was a big crowd looking in the win-
dows at all these photographs. It was a
weird experience —to see that many peo-
‘ple all.out on the same corner, together. I
live in the neighborhood and you just

>

5

B - . T T

+don's see that too often. It tvas reglly weird, - .

.. but it was also really nice to see people
from the neighborhood all gathered to-

« < gether, talking to each other. All because of pas worked with students from Caldera,

*

- these pictures.

. Tristan irving, 17
A .

Talk about popular. I go by here late in

. plestanding around and talking about
" those pictures. People stop all day long. I+
*have people come in an 5ay, ¢ That

. . long-term mentoring through the arts.
the evening coming home, and there’s peo- -:

by

my friend in the window'. . I‘veactually :

had a customer .. whtrlxked the saying

around,.one of the pictures so much, they
wanted to know where they could get &

mpy of the pmure. They didn’t even know i=

. theperson..

" 'Kay Newetl ("Oh, averyone just calls me
the ].Iﬂnthulh Lady™), owner of Sunfan’

Lightlng, 3901 N: MlSSisslppl Ave
s Tet "1-'

To qet at the story. behlnd the pho-
tographs; the first person you need to

meet is Julie Keefe, a photographer who

a Portland-based nonprofit that for the
past 12 years has offered young people

- Caldera holds summer arts retreats and:

“offers arts education year-round at. 10‘7

Please see HELLO, Page Q6 .
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;fhotﬂ.s by 41{].|£ KEEFE (left), and CALDERA STUDENTS, OCKLEY GREEN SCHOOL (middile, right
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At a party in

the Mississippl
Ballroom,

banner subjects,
neighborhood
residents and
business owners
mingled with staff
from Caldera, the
nonprofit that
launched the Hello
Neighhor project.
Photographer Julie
Keefe (left), who
came up with'the
Idea, hugs daughter
Sophile Klicker.
Katle Weinstein
{foreground), a
Caldera staff
member, greets a
banner subject, Lisa
Maore, assistant
dean of multicultural
affairs at Reed
Caliege, and her sén,
Essex. Moors, whose
photograph hangs
on the side of Boise-
Ellot School, sald of
the project: “So
much about

the history of
communitles is
written by adults

: and intense
scholars, There are
very few Instances

where you have real--

life documentation
-of people's lives
" by children.”

ROSS WILLIAM HAMILTON
. THE OREGONIAN
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Photos by CALDERA STUDENT, SEI ACADEMY {left), and JULIE KEEFE (middie, right)
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b Continued from Page Ot
'schools in Portland and central Oregon, and
:Keefe is one of its teaching artists.
1 For some time now, Keefe had been thinking it
:would be interesting to have children-document
itheir neighborhoods. Particularly neighbor-
‘hoods that had undergone a lot of change in re-
cent years, lots of transition, whether through ex-
osive growth,; people looking for a place to live
ey can afford or long-time residents feeling:
‘priced out and pushed out. Was there a way to
icapture what these comumunities looked like, at
‘this moment, through the eyes of their youngest
‘residents? 2 .
> And so, this year, with the help of fellow pho-
stographer and Caldera teacher Tyler Kohihoff, -
‘Keefe decided to turn it into a project for the stu-
. dents at the schools Caldera serves, five in Port-
‘land, five in central Oregon. ‘
The idea was simple: Middle school-aged
teens would interview people in their communi-
_ ty. They'd come up with all the questions. Then,
after they were done, the students would take
*.each person’s picture and attach to it a quote, -
something that stood out to them from the con- -
versation. Keefe would then interview the stu-
dentsand take their pictures, Finally, they'd hang
all the phatographs around the students’ neigh-
.borhoods, as banners. A way of introducing the
community to itself.
" That was it, really. But, as everyone involved
would soon discover, a simple question can trig-
ger much more than you ever expected.

ROSS WILLIAM HAMILTON/THE OREGONIAN
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@: What would you change about your com-
miunity it you could change it?2 -

A: If I could change it now? AOK','.‘ .1 eould

YL

i

il go back, people that wanted to stay in the

Y neﬂborhood could afford to stay in the

£ neighborhood. [ Red

EPRIULEN DS IRAIDE: £

E%é%ﬁfﬁ'z‘sa%;gﬁgégﬁ 6*:;-,.2- E i . ozHuwwouldyuudescrlbeyourcommunlty?
oosudSERS Es: msg§33 JES2BS Ee ] A: I could say part of the slogan that we have -
EExR3E8¢E Ef¥geasse ESEPER S8 2] at my church: multicultural and multiracial.
CESEEERLLiBELERES 3 I EE2 ce285% Bl . You wouldn’t know at one time this neighbor-
8. ezGES =3 2EZageyg 5552853535 % 5 hood was predominantly black. It's a lot more
£285%<5® 5882 geg - eEgE53c £ £ t | mixed
Esp” T=. g¥gg EE% ESSEE g8 ; | ;
@. @ g s =755 E t(* Q: What's your favorite hobby?

A: One of the things I enjoy most is working
in my garden and working in my yatd. My fa-
vorite slogan is, “Take the time to smell the

o
il

L - oo L
s8g Boasl o 5% 3 roses.” You've heard that ion before?
5 g & - 3 : 5 expression before?
gn%'ghgﬁu N ggg%éé‘ﬁgﬁ% §x | | My thing now is to take the time and arrange
3%“9.“%"5-' 8 Rags=ogLeE 53 ¥ the roses.
_g.‘-'.E-uLE g‘g P -4 o'§§ 0T an, }s- A3 o |
5538y £1 £ fizdE=zgEY EF s o 0: What Inspires you?
§SSTESg L g & 588858 weys £% L8 i | A: I have a 6-year-old granddaughter and she
SEREESY Fo s mEEpZ8ifoE Es Ny g | =
R 3'5,855 2% % ‘E‘m-g' 2og8es B3 g-g f inspires me a lot.
‘éﬂi'gggg gﬁ._:é e Dgﬁ,g;gggég EE mg: A Q: What's the best part of you?
EE-.: o:é g %g% 5 %- ;E‘ §§ ] g?a g_g_gg 'n_if g; |5 A: What's the best part of me? Oh. (Laughs)
EE Eégag‘g $8 £% ggé’: Iur_E g9g% ..;§ gg B Let me see. What's the best part of me. I'm
SEESTEEE rE Ga fEssedEgeld §¢ L% f B open, I'm honest, I'm friendly and 'm happy.
$EE8s2E8 2 SEfsfpmEeawd E i) '
FEE B ER B zogpopdifig  8°
a8 5887E 3w B S8 EoEEgl g
R R TR e
BE8Ef9E8 5 25 62 26 RALSBEANE, |
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Q: Were you a stralght-A student? Shoutd l 3
follow your lead?

As Should you follow my lead? NO (laughs
doubling over). I wasn't a straight-A student.
(Quiets) I think about it now and school was a

to school a long time ago, so there were a lot

of things that had to happen before I was able

to be in school all day, every day. Becatise the

| -first two months of the school we always had
to be out of school because we had'to work to
make sure we had the money for supplies. *
No, don’t follow my lead. But I'd like to say to
each and every one of you that something I
never thought about when I was in school is
that the teacher is there to teach you and it's
your responsibility to ask questions. But we're
afraid to ask questions. I think that's one of
the things that happened to me, I didn’t ask
questions because . . . you don’t want to feel
like the kid who doesn't know what's goinig
on.
Q: Where did you go to high school?
A: I'm a transplant. I was born and raised in
Arkansas, and so Twent to school down

" South. .

_ @: What would you like your banner to say? .
A: Oh, I'd like it say that this fs Gloria, some-
body you can talk to, a friendly persor..Some-

|- body that's been around, that's here to help

. you.
.- Q¢ Thank you.
A: You're welcome.
! Glorla Harrls, a retired social worker
and reskdent of the Bolse-Ellot nelghborhood for 35
years, as interviewed by a group of students at
+ SEI Academy. Photo In the  window

e

places the interviews took them., Julie. The chil-

dren. The. members of the community.

il )

little difficult for me because yau know I came ..

of Sunlan, 3901 N. Mlsslssu:pl b

"*v It was all new and unexpected terrltory. the

Rl LTSl s e

et

Q: What's the best birthday you remember?
A: When I was 7, my great grandpa, he’
bought me a fishing pole for my birthday, Tt
was my first fishing pole and the day after my
birthday he took me fishing. Didn’t catch any-
thing, but it was fun.

@: Do you havn any 1unny or favorlh farnlly
traditions? . : .=

we do, um, my grandma, and my mom make
these pudd.ing pies; and then we go outside.
and have a pie fight. It's really fun except when

| @ So you're Iltcrally thrwolnq puddlnq at
each other? - -
A: Uh-huh (smiles)

Leanne Smith Lucero, 14,
! Madras:| quh School student, being Interviewed
by Jutle Keefe, Banner had been hanging at Jefferson

Chca you know these thlnqs about someane

! (t.he fishing pole and pie stories, the rosés grow-

ing améng memoriés of schiool days lost), even
the farniliar starts'to look different, Tn Noith Port-
land, for example, a man many of the children-

A: On my brother’s birthday every year, what ..

| ;“yougetple stuck in'your ear and in your hatr... -

Caunty Middle School, now above the hearth
= at Caldera s camp near Sisters.'
]

T

had seen out on his porch near Ockley Green
School —they learned he had been bomin that
house, and it was while sitting on. that very porch
he had met the woman who wa.s now his wife (“I
married my best friend . .

Later, when Julie asked the chﬂdren which in-
terview they liked the most, again and again they
mentioned this one, because it seemed to have
recast the famiiliar in such a personal way, com-
‘pletely changed the wy they read their sur-

14 roundings. Now they carried a new map of their

neighborhood in their heads, No longer was this

- . juista house, one of dozens of houses théy passed

each day. Tt was Mr. Washingion’s house. And
whentheypassed bynowand saw him, they

wentboth Ways. }

For many of the adults, this was a rare oppor-
turiity to sit down and really talk to teenagers. As
Gloria Harris said, Jater, “Alot of adults don't iri-
teract with adolescents — there's a fear there.”

.And the adults were often happily startled by the

things they were asked, for the insight this gave

'thexp into their questioners and themselves.

1. Wha'do you five with — and do you like
flllm? L

| Qs Are youl paronts still together?

i

I Q2 Do you have any bad habits?

A: Um. Chmy. Sometimes I don’t mow the.
grass as oﬁen as Ishould. .

lt’s funny, because as a socfety we tend to
think of teenagers as the ones who are pulling -
away, going inside themselves, living in their
heads, isolated. |

And yet, In so many of the interviews —
across communities — adults lamented that na.
one seems to know each other any rhore, no
one takes the time to say hello, how grateful

‘they were for the chance to talk like

Maybe we have it all mixed up.

Maybe we're the ones who are lost alone. The
ohes who desperately need some kind of map

OK. So here's an address: |

1301 S:E, Stark St.

Go there, and look on the west side of the
building. 4

Find the banner. iy

Now, cue this interview'in your head:

Q: What would be something somebody
| doesn't know about you that you wish they -
| did?

Az Twant to save the poor people. I'msickof
seeing people just walk down the strect and = |
say, hey, look it's a hobo, and just walk away !
and even make fun of them. It's like, OK, let's /

VRO S T W
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Blue dragon - Longfellow's Books

This painting is on the East exterior wall of Longfellow’s Books on SE Division in Portland, Oregon.
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ncordia Mural Honors Commumty

i ) - ; . ' make the mural a reality, and the
Op enlng LSt TR \ V17 AN AL AR e _ vy Regional Arts & Culture Council,
= A & NS\ :' g ' #E 5 which was involved through their

)kStO-r € public art group. :

The mural, which took 18
nsworth months from conception to final-
a University has un- ity, was painted by six Concordia
imunity mural on the University students over 5 week-
iil building at North- ends. The mural was intended to
th Street and 30th ‘communicate integrity and com-
1ark the grand open- munity and to accentuate
1ew location of the Concordia University's expand-
i bookstore, "The ing outreach into the north and
at that same location. northeast neighborhoods.
mark is operated by ~ Concordia Executive Vice
I features coffee from President Gary Withers said the
:¢ Company. location of the mural, where the

al. was created by
University students
xctionof Larry Gross,
art department and
of Greg Lewis Stu-
rent adjunct faculty

campus meets the community,
was a perfect fit. : X

"The ‘mural is symbolic of
Concordia University's relation-
sh1p with the community and how
powerful that relauonsmp can be

\e art department. R i i " SN __ when the campus and the com-
mts were supported ~ PHOTO BY MARK WASHINGTON/THE PORTLAND OBSERVER munity come togetherto embrace
by communitylead- A mural honors the ties between Concordia University and its neighborhood on the side of a retail building that now houses thelr I‘CSpecthC cultures and val-
vlarta Thrasher, who  the Concordia University Bookstore at the intersection of Ainsworth Street and Northeast 30th Avenue. ' - B ~ues," Withers said

necessary funds to .

- — L e e = B SE Sl e AN IR L]

nal : XK _ W . s . business? --Mom with a Problem;
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Blast walls frame not war but art

Iraq | Painters add
some colorful life to
Baghdad’s gray, hulking
concrete bomb barriers

By JEFFREY FLEISHMAN
LA TIMES-WASHINGTON POST

BAGHDAD — They are the
sullen architecture of the troop
surge, gray armies shrinking the
horizon.

Baghdad is a city of blast
walls, towering mazelike from
the Tigris to the battered, seeth-
ing neighborhoods of Shula and
Sadr City. Concrete sentinels of
last year’s troop buildup, they
seal and sequester. They absorb
explosions from car bombs, they
bottle up bad guys.

The color of an angry sky, they
aren’t so pretty, but painters dis-
patched by Baghdad Universi-
ty’s College of Fine Arts, com-
missioned by the 'government to
decorate the walls, have in the
past 20 months turned them
into vast canvases for land-
scapes, portraits, abstracts,
images from ancient Babylonia.

The wall on one street in Sadr
City stretches nearly a mile. Mo-
torcycle rickshaws zip past the
paintings on each of its slabs:
oases, mosques, women har-
vesting wheat, a hawk snatching
a rabbit, all unraveling like
scenes from an erratically edited
film.

“For the Iraqi people”

“We're painting these walls
not for ourselves, but for the Ira-
qgi people,” said Asad Sagheer, an
art teacher at the university who
has infused walls with impres-
sionism and historical realism.
“We want to create a sense of
beauty amid this violence. Every
wall creates an internal feeling,
the feeling of agony. So you have
to create harmony over that ag-
ony with something you love.”

Drive across the city and the

5 %

* “SAAD KHALAF/LOS ANGELES TIMES

Wisam Rahdi, in his studio in the Karradah neighborhood, plans
historical scenes to decorate Baghdad's blast walls. i

palette changes: sepia-toned
kings of the past, the marshes of
the south, the mountains of the
north, the Tigris and Euphrates
twisting between; and then,
Caribbean-like colors . rising
from blowing garbage and dirt-
bald lots: winged creatures,
swans, peacocks, dolphins
jumping. -

The walls are quiet narratives
looming over everyday life: Boys
with plastic guns peek and play;
gitls rush to swing sets; black-
draped women balance blocks
of ice on their heads; and, just
beyond, U.S. and Traqi soldiers,
with real guns, hunt insurgents
and fuel their Humvees.

"Only solution we have”

In his studio in the Karradah
neighborhood, Wisam Rahdi, a
sleepy-eyed man with a logua-
cious manner, talked about
walls he’s painted, but only after
digressing into how he escaped
Saddam Hussein’s army by flee-
ing to Malta and speaking of the
girl who was shot in the leg be-
cause she loved him. They were
romantic tales, stories for anoth-
er day; this is a time of concrete
barriers and new armies. -

“Painting them is the only so-

lution we have,” he said. “The
simple Iraqi, he has no other op-
tions. He accepts everything. We
are like those imprisoned in a
big' cage. Whatever the jailer
gives him, he accepts. So we
must accept the walls, but-by
painting them, I'm trying to
beautify a small part of some-
thing for those living among
them.”

The walls brought art and a
new commerce to Sadr City.
They have kept cars off certain
roads, but the motorcycle rick-
shaws, carrying as many as Six
people, are permitted to drive
along the walls between check-
points. !

“The same hurt”

“They’re trying to make them
nice, but they're walls, blocking
things,” said Abu Bagr, sitting on’
his rickshaw. “We're wortied
they’ll stay forever. If you paint
them, it means theyll stay. It's

better than looking at gray, but it

means the same hurt.” -

“You could paint them with
real gold,” said another rickshaw
driver, Ali Khudhuair, “but
they're still a tight collar suffo-
cating us.”

Ba& fér business

‘Down the street and along an-
other wall, flies hummed around
Zahra Abed’s apples. She shooed
them, but it did no' good. Her
fruit was rotting in her market
stall. The walls were keeping
shoppers out, and, as bad Iuck
would have it, she has seven
daughters, a dead husband and
no sons to support her. She
stood with her back to the wall,
the market crowd thinning for
the day, a few vendors left be-

neath the high sun.

“Business is down one-third
because of the walls,” she said.

““A few days ago I threw away

$70 worth of fruit.”

What is the color of Irag? Sand
and bone, muted browns. Dust.
Sagheer, the teacher of fine arts,
said Traq is shaped by desert |
storms and 120-degree heat, and
the painter must not go for too
much color for fear of losing the
nation’s aesthetic. He said he is
disturbed by what he sees paint-
ed on many blast walls.

“The proportion is wrong. The
color palette is wrong. I consider
this an insult,” he said. “It's the
work of lesser artists who are po-
litically connected and given a
wall to paint.”

- Every wall for him is a chance
to leave a legacy. Sagheer’s wall,
near the French Cultural Center
on the Tigris, runs along a mili-
tary checkpoint and is painted
with images from ancient Baby-
lonia such as Nebuchadnezzar
in his chariot. The colors are
bled of vibrancy, as understated
as parchment found in a chest
buried in the sand.

“Images of Babylonia give us a
feeling of our history and our pa-
triotism,” he said. “The French
Cultural Center is a foreign insti-
tution on our land, so I wanted
them to see my civilization. My
desire is to reflect my country’s
heritage to foreigners and Iragis.
We need to show this is who we
are.”

T e — =




3 THE SOUTHEAST EXAMINER OCTOBER 08

(@] COMMUNITY NEV

Public mural takesshape at Tabor Commons

The community-owned Tabor Commons building and future
home of Café au Play is being completely transformed by local mural
artists John Early and Laura Bender. The colorful design covers three
walls of the building and includes geometric elements and garden and
bird motifs. They are transforming this former drug crime property
into a community treasure! The Tabor Commons building is located in
at 5633 SE Division Street, just east of the Dairy Queen.

Laura Bender and John Early--who live nearby in the Mt. Tabor
Neighborhood-- developed the mural’s collage-based, “contemporary
urban folk art” design in cooperation with community members and
Café au Play représentatives.
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A worker from
the Gity Sign Co.
Inc. peels away
an old hillboard
ad in preparation
for applying a
new one along
Southeast Stark
Stregtnear .-
146th Avenue. -

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO: -
L.E. BASKOW

Lettering on billboards too blg

solution to the bill-

board problem was

proposed by a number

of people back in 1998
(Oops!, Oct. 30).

According to the courts, any
regulation of billboards has to
apply equally to murals. Fine.
Don’t bother limiting the size of
the billboards — limit the size
of the lettering.

Whether it’s a piece of art or
an advertisement being paint-
ed, what if the size of the text
could be no bigger than one
square foot per letter?

Since lettering is what makes
a billboard distracting to traf-
fic, the problem is solved if the
print’s too small to read from
the roadway. And if ad agen-
cies choose to rent wall space

just so they can paint colorful
pictures, I'd have no complaint.
S.W. Conser
Southeast Portland

Government must
serve residents’ needs

When government directs
people’s behavior rather than
accommodates their needs, we
have unintended consequences
(Oops!, Oct. 30).

For instance, we built Inter-
state 205 and consequently peo-
ple use it. The economist Joe
Cortright does not want to ac-
knowledge its success.

The fact that traffic volumes
on [-205 were met earlier than

expected is treated as a nega-
tive, even though government
planners did not expect or envi-
sion the business expansion
south of Portland all the way to
Salem, resulting in a very posi-
tive economic effect.

Yes, the construction of I-205 is
directly responsible for business-
es locating, opening and hiring
people in Oregon. I guess Cor-
tright is more interested in ma-
nipulating behavior through eco-
nomics rather than how simple
things like building roads can
stimulate economic expansion.

Since we no longer accommo-
date people’s transportation
needs and concentrate on direct-
ing their behavior away from
cars, we do not add capacity.

We spend tax dollars on traffic
circles, bike lanes, MAX, street-
cars and speed bumps, yet traffic
volume and freight traffic con-
tinues to increase despite gov-
ernment, individual and political
special interest groups who want
to control how we travel.

We avoid our responsibility to
accommodate residents’ needs
and use their behavior against
them, then we’re surprised when
these obstacles aren’t effective.

How much have we spent on
urban renewal, the MAX,
streetcar and Westside Express
Service?

The Columbia River Crossing
is a bargain, and we will be able
to measure the direct economic
return through income tax rev-
enue, gas tax revenue and PUC

launched a storm-water dis-
count program that allows
property owners who manage
storm water on-site to qualify

fees when the project is complete.
Mark Gravengaard
Northeast Portland

. I for a storm-water management
;Vest ;!u;e shouldn't  .ree discount.
eta oun It’s more difficult for West
2 Sp outs Hills properties to qualify for
A story in the Portland Tri-  discounts because of problems

bune discusses “the shortsight-
edness of Portland’s storm-wa-
ter diseconnect policy” and
blames Portland’s Downspout
Disconnection Program for
West Hills landslides (Oops!,
Oct. 30). We disagree.

In 1995, Portland began offer-
ing property owners incentives

with slopes and soils, and dis-
connecting downspouts usually
isn’t feasible in West Hills
neighborhoods.

We encourage property own-
ers with questions about on-site
storm-water management that
won’t damage property to con-
tact our storm-water discount |

to disconnect downspouts from ‘program technical team at
the sewer system and {o redirect www.cleanriverrewards.com. -
roof water to landscaped areas. Amber Clayton
It’s a low-cost, effective method Downspout Disconnection
to help reduce combined sewer Program manager
overflows to the Columbia Southwest Portland
Slough and Willamette River.

The city has disconnected
more than 51,000 downspouts in More PeOP le results

13 years through the Downspout
Disconnection Program. Not a
single one of them is on the west
side of the Willamette River.

‘We actively market the Down-
spout Disconnection Program in
inner east-side neighborhoods
where downspout disconnection
is a safe and effective method of
storm-water management.

Because many neighbor-
hoods west of the Willamette
have slopes and soils that don’t
drain well, we have never pro-
moted the program there.

Two years ago, Portland also

in more congestion

Freeways don’t create conges-
tion, density does. Peter Korn,
you missed the most important
factor in your Interstate 205 »
comment (Oops/, Oct. 30): how
much the population in the
metro area (including Washing-
ton) has grown.

Freeways don’t create traffic.
Population growth and density
— and poor planning by Metro
and Portland — does.

Craig Fiynn
Northeast Portland

~
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Dverlook

Forgotten’ area to
ecome a multiuse
ommunity space

7 JENNIFER ANDERSON
he Tribune

Marci Macfarlane and Chris

adcliffe are used to people
:itting lost on the way to their
yuse in North Portland’s
verlook neighborhood.
They live just west of Inter-
ate Avenue on North Going
Jurt, in a confusingly curvy
ok of homes along a highway
fund wall and potholed road.
ine houses were demolished
ire in the 1970s to make way for
e sound wall, which separates
em from the industrial part of
rth Going Street leading to
van Island,
But between the sound wall
id potholed road lies an
shaped stretch of grass, just un-
I an acre, that’s on the fast
ack to becoming the city’s next
rk — a project the couple initi-
ad themselves just a year ago.

“It’s pretty much been forgot-

n space,” said Radcliffe, a visu-
artist who moved here last
ar from New Orleans. Before
at, he lived in San Francisco,
d was, he said, one of the peo-
3 w_ho helped start the famous
rrning Man arts festival in
wada’s Black Rock Desert.
For years, the little-known
ace has been used as overflow
rking for neighbors, as well as
en space for dog-walkers and
a00lchildren by day and prosti-
:es and drug addicts by night.
Macfarlane and Radeliffe took
ipon themselves to adopt the
e, picking up garbage and try-

ing to chase”
. away the seedi-
“I hkﬂ er elements by
i informally in-
ﬂ;‘:l |t!ea _ slalling public
n works of art.
.99 g it Take, for ex-
On our OWN. ample, the gi-
ant wicker .
!t makes sculpture of a:
people woman’s
; bodice, stuck in'
much MOre 5 iarge apple;
interested.” -tree at the:.

— Marei" the site and ti-|
~  Macfarlane, tied, “The lady
- Overlook resident, ot the end..of

. onneighbor ;. theroad.” .- |

involvement fora  There’s also:

; newpark a larger-than-v
—— life bird’s nest
: made with
ieaves and branches; a sheet met-
al sculpture — soon to be re-
placed by a 16-foot metal Buddha
sculpture; a giant iPod-inspired
piece dangling from a tree
branch; and a Mardi Gras tree, its
sranches laced with beaded
1ecklaces and disco balls. The |
vorks have either been salvaged
iy Radcliffe and Macfarlane or
Jonated by various artists.

i~ But the couple wants the space
to be more than just an informal
space for their funky instalia-
tions. |

So they went to Metro late last
year and applied for a North Port-
land rehabilitation and enhance-
ment grant to turn the Pittman
Addition, as it’s called, into a pub-
lic park. Their application was re-
jected. But Darcy Cronin, a facili-
fies services specialist at the wa-
ter bureau, heard about their ef-
fort, since she already had been
looking into developing the space
into a park. ]

RS

south end . of;°

- ] was intrigued by it,” _sald‘ .
Cronin, whose master’s thesis at .
Antioch University at Seattle wa§ A
in “sustainable placemaking.” “1
¢ame_out and saw that people
had definitely been there.”
""go with Cronin’s help and 2
$20,000 city ‘budget, the site 18
now on track o become Pprt—
1and’s next “hydro par. ;" apiece
of water bureau property In 2
park-deficient area that’s dev_el—
oped into an inviting community
space. ; ‘
The site includes a large un-
derground water vault that
serves Swan Island and the near-
by Denver Tank. Under city Com-
missioner Randy Leonard, who
oversees the water bureau, the
city has created six hydro park_s
across town since 2006; this

would be the first in North Port- :

land.

Cronin said it’s @ perfect site f

for a hydro park because t_he wa-
ter bureau needs to retain that

| who'’s lived here since 1988.

makes people much more inter-
| ested.” '

activists spark an art

PP LR

park

]

TRIBUNE PHOTO: LE. BASKOW

Overlook residents Chris Radcliffe and Marci Macfarlane initiated an -y
effort to make a park out of a stretch of land in the neighborhood. They
hope the new community space also will feature artwork such as this .

bronze sculpture by Dan Das Mann.

e . “ \
In any case, neighbors ar« Dec. 18 to do just that. But a'fter\_

. happy that the park will soon bt geveral public meetings and de-
. .a destination spot with a real sign workshops, it's slated to m—\

tank capacity, so the Property ' sculpture garden; featuring a clude amenities such as garbage
will not be sold. : vearlong rotation’, of, six or cans, walking paths, tables and
The property also woi't Dé  seven pieces by local artists. The'penches, native plantings, 8807
developed into housmg because - hope is to put out a= - ‘benches, Nty patrols, water
it is zoned as open space —a des- i call to: North Port: fontires of some Sort
ignation that did not change land artists as well NHEHBURHOUD and river rocks.from
when the city recently allowed  as involve the sculp- [ w J sl the Bull Run water
19-story buildings to be built § ture department at- E {J%? shed around - the
along North Interstate Avenue ) Poriland State Uni:: / perimeter fo Keep
and east to mte;state 5, which | versity. ek NORTH D icles oft the prop-
excludes this area. * “T like the idea of Overlook erty. Ay
o v s | Some L on.our ownL i . Brian Berello,alo-
v e ————sdid  Macfarlane, . ——  cal artist whos

worked on similar grass-Toots _ef—
forts around town for the Cl.ty
Repair Project, has helped facili-

“It \

i

RS

He's seen other projects!
ter a few years but tlm;k
one has staying power sin
not being forced on anyor
generated by the neighbor
the ground up. ]

«What I've been trying 1
just create cool plac_es, me
ful places in the neighbort
but using. neighborh'o«
sources,” he said. “Usin

 talent, local ideas, iryIng
ate a pride of place.”

The next planning mee
the Pittman Addition Hyc
is set for 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Overlook House,
Melrose Ave.

e

The park design isn’t finalized | tate the Pittman Addition public jenniferanderson@
| yet — neighbors are set to meet ' process.

portlandiribune.com
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{Forgotten’ area to
become a multiuse -
community space

: _

By JENNIFER ANDERSON
The Tribunq > 1

Marci Macfarlarie and Chris |
Radcliffe are used to people-
getting lost on the way to their
touse in North Portland’s
Dverlook neighborhood.

+ They live just west of Inter-
state Avenue on North Going
Court, in a confusingly curvy
nook of homes along a highway
sqund wall and potholed road.
Nine houses were demolished
here in the 1970s to make way for
the sound wall, which separates
lﬁlhe;tnh erom the industrial part of

0 oing Street leading to

Swan Island, =

: But between the sound wall
and potholed road lies an |

L-shaped stretch of grass, just un- |

der an acre, that’s on the fast !

track to becoming the city’s next
park — a project the couple initi-
ated themselves just a year ago,

_ “It's pretty much been forgot-

ten space,” said Radcliffe, a visy-

al artist who moved here last
year from New Orleans, Before
that, he lived in San Francisco,
and was, he said, one of the peo-
ple w_ho helped start the famous

Burning Man arts festival- in ¢

Nevada’s Black Rock Desert,

- For years, the little-known .

- 8pace has been used as overflow '
parking for neighbors, as well ag
open space for dog-walkers and
schoolchildren by day and prosti-
tutes and drug addicts by night.
So Macfarlane and Radelitfe took '
it upon themselves to adopt the |
site, picking up garhage and iry-

verlook

- ing to chase.
y away the seedi-

“l |Ike er elements by
: - informally in-'
}J?%Iqea it sta]%sngfgnublic !

works o

omg Take, for ex-

ON OUP OWN. ample, the gi-'
ant wicker

It ma’kes sculpture of a
PeOpln g Pl e e
: ce, stuck in
mllﬂll more a large app]ev‘
i " tree at..the-
!“Fereswd,' _.south end .of;
: — Marei tne site and ti-|
™ - Macfariang, ijed, “The lady
“Ovorlook resident, gt the end. of
.. onneighbor the road.” . .|
Invelvement for a There’s also
- mewpark g larger-than- .
life bird’s nest .

made with

leaves and branches; a sheet met- «
al sculpture — soon to be re-
placed by a 16-foot metal Buddha |
sculpture; a giant iPod-inspired |
piece dangling from a tree
branch; and a Mardi Gras tree, its
sranches laced with beaded |
ecklaces and disco balls. The |
works have either been salvaged
3y Radcliffe and Macfarlane or
Jonated by various artists.
i But the couple wants the space
to be more than just an informal
space for.their funky installa-
tions. : ; !
" So they went to Metro late last |
year and applied for a North Port-

activists s

“[ was intrigued by it,” ?ma\‘
Cronin, whose master’s thesis at.
Antioch University at Seattle was |
in “sustainable placemaking.” “T |
¢ame. out and saw that peop]e |
had definitely been there.”

So with Cronin's help and a ‘
$20,000 city budget, the site is |
now on track to become P_ort- ;
land’s next “hydro park,” a piece
of water bureau property in a 1
park-deficient area that’s dev_el- i

oped into an inviting community i

space. ‘
|

" The site includes a large un-
derground water vault that
serves Swan Island and t.he near-
by Denver Tank. Under city Com-
missioner Randy Leonard, who
oversees the water bureau, the )
city has created six hydro park_s |
across town since 2006; this \

{

would be the first in North Port-
land. . 3
Cronin said it’s a perfect site ;
for a hydro park because t.he wa- |
ter bureau needs to retain that '
tank capacity, so the property |
will not be sold. i
The property also won't be
developed into housing because |
itis zoned as open space — ades-
ignation that did mot change \
when the city recently a!lowgd
12-story buildings to be built "

along North Interstate Avenue |

#nd east to Intepstate 5, which
excludes this area.

land rehabilitation and enhanee-' — -

ment grant to turn the Pittman
Addition, as it’s called, into  pub-
lic park. Their application wasre- |
jected. But Darcy Cronin, a facili-
ties services specialist at the wa-
ter bureau, heard about their ef-
fort, since she already had been
looking into developing the space
into a park.

. happy that the park will soon be several public meetings and de-

park an art

] THIBUNE PHOTO: LE. BASKOW’
Overlook residents Chris Radcliffe and Marci Macfarlane initiated an -3
effort to make a park out of a stretch of land in the neighborhood. They .,
hope the new community space also will feature artwork such as this . :-*'
bronze sculpture by Dan Das Mann. : SAE

K F

He's seen other proje(;ts fail af |
ter a few years but thn_lks tpl,s i
one has staying power since it's 1
not being forced on anyone, bt 1\
generated by the neighbors from

. ]
. i i o
In' any case, neighbors ari Dec. 18 to do just that. But after‘l

a destination spot with a real sign workshops, it's glated to in-
.seulpture garden, featuring 4 clude amenities such as garbage
yearlong rotation -of: six of cans, walking paths, tables and

- il

5. IOl ] : ; - d up. .
seven pieces by local artists. The' penches, native plantings, secu- - the ground trying

hope ig to pl?ts-,“out'a ¥ bi - rity patrols, water . ‘“Whatl've bee;l m;glgiglgs- \
call. ta North Port-- features of some sort just create cool p ac-ge;ﬁborhoods !
land artists as well LG LIV VN o river rocks from  ful places in the nei » |

but. using neighborhood re- |

the Bull R, vatcry sources,” he said. “Using local

as involve the sculp-
shed around . the

ture. ‘department . ‘at

BEAT

¢ i trying to cre-
Portland State Uni- perimeter 1o keep :ileegtl;lli";:}) e
Vez'?lt_y. el NORTH vehicles off the pr D The next planning meeting for
i like the idea of Overlook eﬂgﬁaﬂ Borello,alo- the Pittman Addition HydroPark
OINE Ik 08 OUT v, = artist who's s set for 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Dec. 18
jsald  Macfarlane, cal 1

at the OQverlook House, 3839 N..

- imi -toots ef- :
worked on similar grass Melrose Ave. !

-who’s lived here since 1988. “It h
makes people much more inter- | forts around town for the Cl.ty
ested.” ; ] ! Repair Project, has helped facili-

The park design isn't finalized tate the Pittman Addition pubbc

yet — neighbors are sef to meet process.

jenniferanderson@
portlandtribune.com
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Citys a

By Sheridan Grippen

ayor-elect Sam

. Adams’ tenure as
’ arts commissioner
p has seen the closing
of seven art galleries, The
avant-garde art community at
Milepost 5 in Northeast Port-
land is facing mcreasmgly .
sharp birthing pains, and most
artists I know are taking sec-
‘ond or third jobs to make a go
of it
! Portland, the darling of The
New York Times’ food, travel
and arts writers, has taken a hit
‘and is losing its amstlc cachet.
', Adams says he wants to focus
‘'on economic development, pub-
lic works and electric ears
‘when he moves to the mayor’s
office next month, He declared
this agenda as a “passion” in
an Oregonian interview with
Ryan Frank on Nov. 9, 2008.
That is great and entirely ap-

- propriate for him as Portland’s
next mayor.

My passion as an artist is for
the arts and our flagging re-
gional art community, What we
need is Rooseveltian in scope,
well-funded and Iocal in appli-
cation,

+ The Civilian Conservation
Corps, Works Progress Admin-
istration and the rest of Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt’s alphabet agencies
. produced Timberline Lodge,
beautifully elegant bridges
‘and other lasting art projects
‘across the country.
. We need a local program that
‘would link our students and
parents to artists and artisans
in their communities through
tollaborations, helping students
1o learn by doing art alongside
‘older mentors.

For example, we are working

on bringing students and par-

ents to studios such as East
Burnside Street’s Hipbone Stu-
dio, where students learn
anatomy for artists and then
paint and draw from a clothed
model.

Jeff Burke, Hipbone’s owner
and an artist/model himself,
has taught a class focusing on
the anatomy of the head. A con-
tingent of da Vinci Arts Middle
School students and parents
will repeat the exercise at Hip-
bone.

INSIGHT

MY VIEW @ A roster of east-side projectls can restore Portland sﬁf'creatwe cachets

't scene ripe for revitalization:

_Z' Whﬂe waltmg for that day,} .
Portland students could learn) " -~

NEWS A9

gy

3

Another project we are work- idea come to fruition.

ing on is the traffic circle proj-
ect.

Southeast Portland’s Buck-
man Elementary students will
collaborate with their teacher,
Michael Simmons, and local
artists to design a mural that
will be mounted on the walls
surrounding some of the traffic
circles located near Buckman.,
District Traffic Engineer Peter
Mason is working with us to
smooth the way and help this

The big idea is that students
Iearn by doing art with artists.
And the artists get paid for
helping the students achieve
their artistic vision.

Another project would be
sited at the former Washington
High School, an underutilized
comnplex covering more than
6 acres near Southeast 12th
Avenue and Stark Street.

We would like to promote a
collaboration with Portland

Parks & Recreation and Port-
land Public Schools to create -
gardens for neighbors and a
community art gallery to show
student work (and others) as
well as house the school dis-
trict’s consxderable art collec-
tion.

The complex presently

serves as an off-leash dog area,’

and part of the site has been

targeted by Parks & Recreation

as a future commiinity center
when the economy rebounds,

-agricultural projects and neigh- ; - )

‘ents and artists working togetld
er at the site. Part of the site vj .

| grain per Se, this initiative

TRIBUNE mrm JONATIAN 1OUSE
An activist artist has some inspiring ideas for the old Washington High Schoal complex at Southeast 12th Avenue and Starlt Street,

- dent-elect Barack Obama.

* thinking process.

- and sculptor living in Southeast al
PortlaruL

LY

K Y

g‘ue

to do “green thumb” urban =

bors could grow fruits and vegey :

' etables

The other collaboration we

- envision is a sculpture park A

brought about by students, par<

would also serve as a Saturday
farmers and crafts market. .;a B
The former Washington High
buildmg itself would serve thay
greater community with a ren-
ovated space for theater, arts , 3
and craft shops, communlty (=
meetmg rooms, a local senior ':
center and possibly evena . '3
headquarters for'a Meals on i
Wheels program. o
And our students can help
create reusable, sustainable re-
sourees by collaborating with ~
Portland Community College a’
and the Portland school dis- *.
trict in making small, wind- e i
powered turbines and placing
them on the roof of the school’
along with solar panels to help” .
generate power for the build- ~ ~
ing. ~._ .
Whlle not strictly an art pro

would teach skills that studen
“could use in the real world of*
green, sustainable energy that-
we are heading for with Presi:

Let us invest in our students, *- -
our families and our artists. Lef
us identify fallow and underuti: - . -
lized resources and use them £g: - -
enrich our lives and strengtheﬂ_ )
_our neighborhoods. r

* We should be rethmkmg the
"locaL” not abdicating the

‘Carpe diem,

Sheridan Grippen is a painter

At

B
2



- volunteers. But the boom ended
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Mural morass inches

toward regulation

By Fred Leeson when murals became caught
SPECIAL TO THE OREGONIAN in alegal crossfire between city
rust]oe Cotterremem- | government and the billboard:
bers ﬂpe olddays,when | industry. 2
the biggest obstacle to Given Portland’s restrictive
painting an outdoor commu- sign regulations, the city’s larg-
nity mural was gaining permis- | estbillboard company, Clear
sion of a building owner. Channel Outdoor Inc., won-
In the 19805, mu- dered why murals
rals sprouted in every { could proliferate but
. Portland quadrant, not billboards.
covering blank build- . Now, well into a sec-
" ing walls with colorful ond decade of nego--
*-monuments to ethnic tiation, litigation and
pride, neighborhood code drafting, the city
- history, nature or stands on the verge of
sometimes just play- (SRS anew era of mural ac-
ful decoration. - Joe Cotter tivity. New regulations
“We wanted to do that try to distinguish
as many murals as possible,” murals from signs are expected
says Cotter, who hasledmany | to be submitted to the City
projects involving youths and Council, possibly by surnmer.

Aftter sign industry criticism,

Now thru Saturday

=_--mr 1 RERMIMNASD
ﬁ o\l’l'l%: r B

: MostAdvanced sewmg - |
l

machine on the market.

] -.—---——- P p—p———

.brothec .,JANOME BERNINA“‘
py Sergers . "BEIlNETI'E . |
o

::sq:

mmmimmmam

PORTLARD OREGON CITY Moa;ldw-smwa&%u;m
1008 aereiiha REPARS - ROTONS

-775-7283
6701 SE Foster Road
§ .savestores.com

the cgty in 1991 tried to drawa
distinction between signs and
" “painted wall decorations.” To
distinguish them from signs,
_the “decorations” — murals —
could include no numbers, let-
ters, logos or trademazks Clear
- enough? :

No. Clear Channel con- -
tended, and a Mul'momah ,
Countyjudge agreed in 1998, .
that the Oregon Constitution's -
expansive free speech clause
 protects commercial speech ev-
erybit as much as non-com-
mercial speech.

Translation: The city could

not look at the content of an
_image to determine whether it
‘was a sign or a mural. So mu-

rals would have to follow the
" same rules as signs. The city

quickly imposed a moratonum
onmurals. .
J Butthegamewasn’tuver. K

-| ' When the city and Clear Chan-
.nel returned to court for a sec-
ond round of litigation in 2007,
Cotter intervened and asked
the judge to consider the free
-speech rights of muralists.
Based on Cotter’s evidence,
Judge Michael Marcus ruled that
“wall paintings are traceable
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Mural at the Community Cycling Center, 1700 N E. Alberta St.
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to prehistory as anecessary -
and valuable avenue of human
expression.”

More important, the judge
suggested that murals could
be separated from billboards
by their “distinct” traits, such
as means of production, dura-
tion and absence of revenue
generation.

Since then, the city has been
working on regulations that
would apply only to murals.

Key provisions: Murals would
be hand-painted, be expected -
to last imore than five years and
be painted no higher than a
building’s second floor. A mural
could generate no rent or reve-
nue to the building owner.

Cotter, who has become
more of a lawyer than he ever
dreamed during the lengthy liti-
gation, thinks the city is on the
right track.

“Isee aneed for some of
the regulations,” he says, “but
wed like as few restrictions as
possible.”

Cotter is concerned about
proposed rules that would de-
fine setbacks from wall edges
and around windows and
doors. Their purpose may be to
protect architectural elements,
but Cotter fears they would -
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Th!s mural a‘! North Interstate nnd Harding :.elebratu women's

history. Text in the lower left corner (not shown) describes the

significance of each woman.

estrict d%igu.possibiliﬁes.
“If you régulate for the worst-
case scenario, that won't let you

create the best possible artfora

-particiilar building," he says.
“It seems like there has to
be a way to allow flexibility,”
says Lloyd Lindley, chairman of
the Portland Design Commis- |
sion, which will review the fi-

nal scheme before it goesto the -

City Council. Lindley says some
advisory group such as the de-
sign commission could rule on
modifications if a muralist finds
‘situations where the standard
‘regulations would produce a
less satisfactory result.

David Wark, another design
commission member, likes the
direction of the proposed rules.

“This is an. unportantelement
‘to getin place for artistic ex-
pression and for ease of prop--
erty owners.” He also supports
Lindleys ideafora speedy ap-
pealssystem. -~

Since 2005, muralists have
had the option of seeking ap-
proval from the Regional Arts
and Culture Council, which |

Several murals have been
completed since then, but the
RACC’s regulations require
public ownership of the mural

Artist Tom Cramer’s mural at N Willlams and Shaver was first painted in 1989, before the
tegal storm about murals, and then “restored” in 2003.

Marcus’ decision. Cotter says

maintains public ait in the city. .
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This includes an easement filed | not everybody will go through
by the property owner in county | the RACC procedures. It's notthe | the fight is mostly about bill-
Pproperty records. same as just painting yourwall” | boards, not murals. He hopes he
““It’s not a bad program,” says Meanwhile, Cléar Chan- ~ is done dressing up in suits and
Cotter, who hasworked on some | nel and the city are still fight- submitting court briefs. “It’s ex-
RACC-approved murals. “But ing about an appeal of Judge cruciating,” he says. 8
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" -West Haiyden Island Ce .
‘Annexation Process to Begin

The City of Portland and the Port of Portland will begin the West Hayden Island
annexation process with the first Community Working Group mesting. Mayor
-Sam Adams and Port of Portland Executive Director Bill Wyatt will convene

the group to look at annexing and creating a long term land use plan for West
Hayden Island. The Community Working Group will meet monthly. All meetings
are open to the public and will permit public comment.

Monday, February 23, 2009 » 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Portland City Hall, Rose Room
1221 SW 4th Ave. » Portland, OR
CONTACT: Alice Ann Wetzel, City of Port!and 503.823.9711

Don't forget to join us for a town hall with Executive Director Bill Wyatt on
February 26th from 7-8:30 p.m. at the former Hayden Island Yacht Club.
For more information, visit www.portofportland.com.
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