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Proclamation in memory of Latin American artist
Gerardo Calderén

Placed on File

Whereas, culture, creativity, and the arts fuel our economy, nurture the spirits
of our citizenry, and shape Portland's identity; and

Whereas, the City of Portland acknowledges the significant impact of Latin
American arts and culture in our community, enriching our cultural landscape
and fostering diversity; and

Whereas, the late Gerardo Calderdn from Mexico, an Oregonian, a composer,
musical director, producer, multi-instrumentalist, sound designer, music
educator, teaching artist, and author made Portland, Oregon, his creative
home; and

Whereas, Gerardo Calderén, who was the musical director of the group Grupo
Condor; co-founder of Nuestro Canto with Nelda Reyes, a group dedicated to
the preservation of Mexican and Oregonian art and culture through arts
education; and a member of Cosecha Mestiza and former Andanzas Lo
Nuestro and Cafia Son; and

Whereas, as a teaching artist for 30 years, Gerardo Calderdn has taught
students in pre-K, kinder, elementary, middle, and high schools pre-
Columbian music, stories, and instrument-making; and

Whereas, for the community, Gerardo Calderén shared his music and culture
for 35 years with the Instituto de Cultura Oregoniana, Arts Learning, Reforma
Northwest, Marylhurst Museum, Chehalem Cultural Center, Oregon Historical
Society, 5 de Mayo festivals across the state, and in Multnomah, Tigard,
Tualatin, Lake Oswego, Hillsboro, Cornelius, Forest Grove, Hood River County
Libraries, and at community colleges and universities in Portland and
throughout the state, including festivals throughout the Pacific Northwest,
Eastern United States, Mexico; and

Whereas, Gerardo Calderén has composed and designed sound for arts and
culture organizations and theatre groups such as Milagro, Tears of Joy, Third
Angle Music, Hand2Mouth Theatre, Coho Theatre, Voz Alta, and
GritoPoetry/Productions; and

Whereas, Gerardo Calderoén's volunteerism welcomed visitors at the
International Portland Airport with his healing acoustic guitar and pan flutes,
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and supported creative community-based intercultural exchanges and
fundraising for a great number of local and regional artists and non-profit
organizations; and

Whereas, Gerardo Calderén serves as an example of an artist, a culture
bearer, and a community builder through his creative achievements,
leadership, and community engagement, and has filled the City of Portland
with “orgullo”"—pride.

Now, therefore, |, Ted Wheeler, Mayor of the City of Portland, Oregon, the
“City of Roses,” do hereby present this proclamation in honor of Gerardo
Calderdn for his dedicated contributions as a cherished Latin American and
Oregonian artist in our diverse and creative city and community.

Documents and Exhibits

B Proclamation (English) 124.44 KB
(https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/council-
documents/2024/gerardo-calderon-day-proclamation-2024-en.pdf)

B Proclamation (Spanish) 124.53 KB
(https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/council-
documents/2024/gerardo-calderon-day-proclamation-2024-es.pdf)

Agenda Items

333 Regular Agenda in April 24-25, 2024 Council Agenda
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CITY OF
PORTLAND

culture, creativity, and the arts fuel our economy, nurture the spirits of our citizenry, and

shape Portland's identity; and

the City of Portland acknowledges the significant impact of Latin American arts and

culture in our community, enriching our cultural landscape and fostering diversity; and

the late Gerardo Calderdn from Mexico, an Oregonian, a composer, musical director,

producer, multi-instrumentalist, sound designer, music educator, teaching artist, and
author made Portland, Oregon, his creative home; and

Gerardo Calderén, who was the musical director of the group Grupo Condor; co-founder

of Nuestro Canto with Nelda Reyes, a group dedicated to the preservation of Mexican
and Oregonian art and culture through arts education; and a member of Cosecha Mestiza
and former Andanzas Lo Nuestro and Carfa Son; and

as a teaching artist for 30 years, Gerardo Calderén has taught students in pre-K, kinder,

elementary, middle, and high schools pre-Columbian music, stories, and instrument-
making; and

for the community, Gerardo Calderén shared his music and culture for 35 years with the

Instituto de Cultura Oregoniana, Arts Learning, Reforma Northwest, Marylhurst
Museum, Chehalem Cultural Center, Oregon Historical Society, 5 de Mayo festivals across
the state, and in Multnomabh, Tigard, Tualatin, Lake Oswego, Hillsboro, Cornelius, Forest
Grove, Hood River County Libraries, and at community colleges and universities in
Portland and throughout the state, including festivals throughout the Pacific Northwest,
Eastern United States, Mexico; and

Gerardo Calderoén has composed and designed sound for arts and culture organizations

and theatre groups such as Milagro, Tears of Joy, Third Angle Music, Hand2Mouth
Theatre, Coho Theatre, Voz Alta, and GritoPoetry/Productions; and



[
%c;/&é{%), Gerardo Calderodn's volunteerism welcomed visitors at the International Portland

Airport with his healing acoustic guitar and pan flutes, and supported creative
community-based intercultural exchanges and fundraising for a great number of local
and regional artists and non-profit organizations; and

%c;/&é{%), Gerardo Calderdn serves as an example of an artist, a culture bearer, and a community
builder through his creative achievements, leadership, and community engagement, and
has filled the City of Portland with “orgullo”—pride.

Yy ottt f/éW I, Ted Wheeler, Mayor of the City of Portland, Oregon, the “City of Roses,” do

hereby present this proclamation in honor of Gerardo Calderén for his dedicated contributions as a
cherished Latin American and Oregonian artist in our diverse and creative city and
community.
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CITY OF
PORTLAND

que la cultura, la creatividad y las artes impulsan nuestra economia, nutren el

espiritu de nuestra ciudadania y definen la identidad de Portland; y

que la Ciudad de Portland reconoce el impacto significativo de las artes y la

cultura latinoamericanas en nuestra comunidad, enriqueciendo nuestro
paisaje cultural y fomentando la diversidad; y

que el fallecido Gerardo Calderén, de México, oregoniano, compositor, director

musical, productor, multi-instrumentista, disefiador de sonido, educador
musical, artista docente y autor, el cual hizo de Portland, Oregén, su hogar
creativo; y

que Gerardo Calderdn, quien fue director musical del grupo Grupo Condor; co-

fundador de Nuestro Canto con Nelda Reyes, un grupo dedicado a la
preservacion del arte y la cultura mexicana y oregonian a través de la educacién
artistica; y miembro de Cosecha Mestiza y anteriormente de Andanzas Lo
Nuestro y Cana Son; y

que como artista docente durante 30 afios, Gerardo Calderén ha ensefiado a

estudiantes de pre-K, kinder, primaria, secundaria y preparatoria musica
precolombina, historias y fabricacién de instrumentos; y

que para la comunidad, Gerardo Calderédn compartié su musica y cultura

durante 35 afios con el Instituto de Cultura Oregoniana, Arts Learning, Reforma
Northwest, Marylhurst Museum, Chehalem Cultural Center, Oregon Historical
Society, festivales de 5 de Mayo a lo largo del estado, y en Multnomah, Tigard,
Tualatin, Lake Oswego, Hillsboro, Cornelius, Forest Grove, Hood River County
Libraries, y en colegios comunitarios y universidades en Portland y a lo largo
del estado, incluyendo festivales a lo largo del noroeste del Pacifico, este de los
Estados Unidos y México; y



\éﬁ-f' / 7% que Gerardo Calderén ha compuesto y disefiado sonido para organizaciones de

artes y cultura y grupos de teatro como Milagro, Tears of Joy, Third Angle
Music, Hand2Mouth Theatre, Coho Theatre, Voz Alta y GritoPoetry/
Productions; y

\éﬁ-f' / %é, que el voluntariado de Gerardo Calderén dio la bienvenida a visitantes en el

Aeropuerto Internacional de Portland con su guitarra actstica sanadora y
flautas de pan, y apoy6 intercambios interculturales comunitarios basados en
la creatividad y la recaudacién de fondos para un gran ntimero de artistas
locales y regionales y organizaciones sin fines de lucro; y

\éﬁ-f' / ?Zﬂé, que Gerardo Calderon sirve de ejemplo como artista, portador de culturay

constructor de comunidad a través de sus logros creativos, liderazgo y
compromiso comunitario, y que ha llenado la Ciudad de Portland de orgullo.

%,/é% é é%’?@, se resuelve, que la Ciudad de Portland, por la presente

proclamacién honra a Gerardo Calderén por sus dedicadas contribuciones como un
apreciado artista latinoamericano y oregoniano en nuestra ciudad y en nuestras
comunidades diversas y creativas.



From: Joaquin Lopez

To: Council Clerk; Proclamations

Subject: Pictures for Gerardo Calderdn for proclamation

Date: Thursday, April 18, 2024 10:12:27 PM

Attachments: 421525193 898835428913739 6798560392731497922 n.webp

Here are pictures of Gerardo for the proclamation on Wednesday, April 24. If you have any
questions, let me know.
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Joaquin Lopez, MS

Creative Laureate, City of Portland
Counselor / Artist
JoaquinLopezMusic.com

AffectusCounseling.com
(503) 997-2275

"If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? And when | am only for myself,
what am I? And if not now, when?"
—Hillel


http://joaquinlopezmusic.com/
http://affectuscounseling.com/



