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Arts camd.ssion. Jlqain Isaac's proposal for a pioneer history mural, 
sign paint en wood, 8 x 16' , with an enphasis on the cx:ntribution of 
black people to the settling of the West, was recornrend2d. .Mr. 
Shan-sud-Din's feeling, which was shared by the Camii ttee1 was that 
the black contribution to the settling of the West has largely been 
i<JnOre<l in historic.al aca:>unts. 

In the winter-spring of 1982, Mr. Sharrsud-Din was contracted. Sorre 
frustrating delays hadoa:.urred dtl:! to the Justice Center's o-.iners' 
requirerrent that building oontractors drill the holes in the wall where 
the mural would be installed. Eventually, Isaac was at work, and a 
Justice Center stbo:::mnittee continued to work with him as his "client" 
and to review his progress. All the a:ntracted artists worked with 
these stba:mnittees. Isaac's o:nsisted of Boo Frasca and Harry Wid
man. Arts Conmi.ssioner I:ottie Schoonmaker, who had initially voired 
cnncem over the anger she sa.,, in the proposal for the mural, joined 
the stba:mnittee. 

As progress on the mural went forward, Carmissioner Schoonmaker 
changed her mind. With the entire stha:mnittee, she was inpressed by 
the strength of the figures, by the vital, vibrant oolors in which they 
were depicted, by the richness of the history, and by the inner light 
whidl flONS out of the faces and figures of black rren and waren woo 
valiantly made a new life in a new land. 'Their st.ru;Jgles are realis
tically depicted by Isaac Sharrsud-Din, who spent rronths researching 
their past. In the mural the artist ccmbines . historical and fictional 
figures to create a sweeping panorama. which takes the viewer fran the 
rotton fields of the South to the Willarrette Valley. 'Ihe mural was 
installed Decerrber 3, 19 83. 

'!hank you very much for your interest. 

Sincerely, _, 

(illfttlUd (/t!L,iP-c_ 
catherine Gl~ 
Pwlic Art Program Manager 

cc: Isaac Sharrsud-Din 

fu.cl0,,5uresi Press releases 
J.i.r-...i cle 
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r ~~a c Sh3~sud-Din 
L1550 N. Vi ssi ssippi Avenu e 
Portl and, Oreeon 97217 
phon e (503) 287-6474 

RESU J,'.E 

Co-Director - KI!~TU Conr::runity Cultural Arts Festival 

Artist 
Teacher 
Commu~ity Worker 
Cultur al Worker 

Swnr::ier 197 8 

Responsible for proposal writing and administering erants from tbe 
Orceon Co mmittee for tbe Rurr;aniti e s 2nd the Oregon Arts Co mmission, 
pl 2nned and i mpleme nted wi tb Albina J,'.ural Proj e ct staff and advisory 
cor,nunity citizens cosmittee the First Annual KIN'I'U Arts Festival, 
including negotiations with City, County and State agencies, erid tbe 
JJ2.tional Association for the J._dv2,Jcerne nt of Colored People, tbe 
s p~akers, perforQe rs, crowd and traffic control, recruit~e nt a nd 
supervision of volunteers, public relations, and ac ted as sy,o}:esrr,an 
for trJe Albina J,;ural P r oj e ct. 

D0signed an d produced billboards, posters and othe r proDotional art 
for the Festival. 

Cc,nc.1..1cted worksbops in toy-se-king for youth at the Fortland Art J.~seum 
in connect ion with the t. l e:r:2.nde r C2. ld e r exhibit ion 9utre2.ch :program. 

J2tr e ct_o r - Albina rural Pr oj ect June 1977 t}:. :_··ough J m1e 1978 

Con ceived a nd designed the .Albina J.:ural Proj e ct, including theoe, 
site, make-up of staff, job descriptions, salaries, initial and on
going research, production schedules, tiQe-lines, and the lobbying 
of a:p:propriate source s of support for murals depicting tbe local and 
historical themes of the African-AQerican experience. 

Hrote proposal and administered Fortl2.nd CErA Special Projects grant, 
purchased suppl ies and materials, supervised payroll and personnel 
consisting of staff assistant and six artists. Conducted workshops, 
tours and presented "Walls of Fire" film on mural art at tbe Portland 
Art Eu sewn to t be arts and general c o!illTTUn i ty to raise funds. 

Reconciled art concepts with budget and production costs, supervised 
refurbishing of building as studio facility, and supervised design, 
production and completion of murals including assigning research, 
layout, preliminary and :final drawings, painting and erection o~murals. 

Led negotiations with State agencies and o~ners of the site for 
placing mur2.ls on a public building, and Tepresented the project to 
v2.rious public and funding agencies. Conducted press interviews, 
film, video and television presentations on behalf of the project. 

Painter of two murals depicting Pacific !lortbwest Black history of the 
1940s' Portland Shipyard era and the Vanport Flood of 1948. 

The project mu.rals are installed on the Albina Eu.ma n Resources Center 
building,_5022 N. V2.ncouver Avenue. They were dedicated to the 
community July 4, 1978 at the KilffU Fes-ti-..ral. "Kinta" is an African 
word meaning to wake an ob"ject, "kintu" is the ceremony in which the 
object is invested with li:fe and enters into the vital activity of 
the people. 
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Isaac Sh2r.sud-Din. / 

Art Instructor, Bo2rd of Directors meffiber - Albina Art Ceriter 1976 
Tauebt graphic arts classes to youth at Portland com~unity center. 

Owner and Artist - Black Gold Ltd. Graphicsz Por~l~nd, Oregon 1970 - 72 

Produced original graphics, including .siGns, supergrapbics , posters 
and other printed art. Clients included: Stand2.rd Dairy, YJ',jCA, 

Portland State University, l:uhammad 's Jfosque, Interstate Press, and 
Nate Bartley Fuel Company . 

Lecturer - Black Studies Institute , Reed College, Fortland, 1970 - 71 
Taught survey courses dealing with in-depth study of indigenous 
Afric2n societies, their cosmology and systems of soci2l dynamics, 
U~S. slavery and its effects upon the African creative consciousness, 
African-American artists, visual art as a revolutionary tool, and 
Islafilic architecture. The Islamic lecture included a slide presen
tation produced by the instructor which is now in the peroanent 
collection of Reed College. 

Lecturer - Bleck Studies Department, Portland State University 1970 - 71 

Taught the sa.me courses as those :for Reed College, described above. 

P.ssociate Director - Project TEACH, Portland St2te University 1968 69 
i 

Co-writer o:f original criteria for the State of Oregon's 3% 
Program :for Di sadvantaged. In charge of recruitment, tutorial 
management, securing housing and on-going support and counseling 
services :for a group of thirty-seve n first year students. Duties 
consisted of representing students to administration and vice-versa, 
coordinating 2.nd overseeing work-study and :financial aid, and 
presenting lectures to participants about self-identity and problem 
solving. Implemented first State support of PSU student housing. 

President - Black Student Union, Portland State University 1968 69 

Head Instructor, Distribution l',la:nager, Sales Represent2.tive - .1968 76 

lluh2.llli!lad 's J.~osque of Isl;:i.m, Portl2..nd 

Art Director - 'Black Summer' Portland, Oregon 

Funded .by the Portland Council of Churches. -

Coordinator - Oregon Participants, Poor Peoples Campaign 

Recruited over 75 Portland community resiuents and students 
wbo attended the Foor Peoples Cafilpa ign in Washington, D.C. 
Acted as cont2.ct person and 01ficial Campaign Representative. 

1968 

1968 

Community Representative Robert Kennedy for President Campaig n 1968 

Appeared on speaker's podium with Nr. Kennedy, bis staff and 
other representatives and officials in Portl and. 
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Lecturer~ Black Studies, Experi~2ntal ColleGe, San Francisco 1966 - 67 
State University, S2.n Fr2.ncisco 

One of six inst ructors i~ the first Black Studies piogram offered 
by a ma jor non-African-American Coll ·ege. 

Cor.rnnrni ty Or62.ni zer - Office of Eco nomi c Opportunity, 
S2n Francisco, Cal ifornia 

Organ i ze r - Con:fe renc e on Black Power & Art, San Francisco 

1966 - 67 

1966 - 67 

Farticip2nts includ e d LeRoi Jone s (Iw~nu Bara.ka), Etheridge Knight, 
1-;arvin X, Ed Bul lins, Sonia Sanchez, Bobby Seale, Ji mrT.Y Garrett, etc. 

Art ])irector - Bl a ck Arts West, San FranciE::co, California 1966 - 67 

Produc ed original graphics, billboards, posters, progra..ms for the 
tbea..tre works of Ed Bullins, Marvin X, Leroi J ones, Ben Ca..ldwel l, et c. 

Field Secretary - Student non-Violent Coord i nating Cow~ittee, 1965 - 66 
( SNCC), in Stuttgart and Little Rock, Arkansas 

Esta.blished first Freedom School to be locat e d in Stuttga.rt. Led 
successful cesegra..gation of public f 2c ilities. As ])ire ctor of 
Freedom School, ta.ught basic rr:2t h and engli s h skills, and bega.n 
a drama t roupe performing "Blues for J','.iste r Charlie" to local 
a..ud iences. 

Editor , - Arka..nsas Voice, official State SNCC ne1-:spaper. Duties 
included all phase s of news ga..tbering and production. 

Campus Trciveler - coor-dina ted student support groups at ma jor 
African-American schools in Tennessee, Arka.nsas and Ge orgia. 

J.~uralist - Student Union Buildi :ng , Portla.nd Sta.te University 1964 -65 

Pa.inter one-ma.n, jur ied and i nvit a.t ional . exhibitions at Fortland 
Art J,:useum ; . J.~useum of Art of the University of Oregon; Portia.nd State 
University; Albina Art Center; Lewis 2.nd Cla.rk College; J,~t. Eood 
CoEJEJunity College; Portland Co r;:imunity College_; City Hall (.Initiating 
the Portla nd City Hall as an exhibition s ite); Salem, Oregon; Little 
Rock, Arka.nasa; and San Francisco, California. 

J.~arried and father of eight . 

Resident of Portland's Albina neighborhood and former resident of 
Vanport. Coaches Little League b aseball and ha.s served as a Cub 
Scout official. 

Working towards the establishment of genuine i ncent ives for young 
African-AEJerican artists who die on the vine at a rate tb~t is 
tremendous. 
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