
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
Staff Members 

Executive Director: Vern Summers 

Assistant Director: Jim Sitzman 

Human Relations Representatives: 
Kal Szekely 
Rita Clinton 

Secretary: Brenda Joyce Knapper . . 

Regular public meetings are held by the 
Commission every third Wednesday at 
3 p.m., Room 321 City Hall. If you are 
in need of assistance or would like to 
know more about the Commission or the 
various programs, citizens are encouraged 
to call or visit the Commission office. 

Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
208 City Hall, Portland, Oregon 97204 

248-4187 

Multnomah County City of Portland 
208 City Hall ■ Portland, Oregon 97204 

• 248-4187 

" ... working with government and 
institutions in response to the 
human needs of all our citizens" 



In recognition of the need for a centralized 
agency with special authority to carry out 
programs in the field of human relations 
The Metropolitan Human Relations Corrnnission 
was established by the City of Portland and 
Multnomah County. The fifteen corrnnission 
members serve without compensation and work 
toward eliminating discriminatory practices, 
insuring human rights for all citizens and 
for improvement of human relations by in
volving all citizens; including members of 
every racial, ethnic, religious, age and 
socio-economic group in the Portland Metro
politan Area. .. 
Pr imary Goals of the Corrrrnission 

. secure mutual undetrstanding and respect 
among economic, religious, ethnic and social 
groups; 

conciliate intergroup conflicts; 

conduct positive programs aimed at 
improving intergroup understanding; 

. enlist support of civil, religious, in
dustrial, corrnnercial and educational groups 
in support of human relations activity, and 

. promote the objectives of local government, 
private groups and agencies throughout the 
corrrrnuni ty. 

Areas of Concern 

equal employment opportunity 

. effective police-community relations 

provision of adequate housing 

citizen complaints 

education for individual citizens and 
groups in the area of human relations 

The Corrnnission Works Towards its Goals by: 

. examining underlying causes of problems 
or incidents; 

. analyzing how private industry, agencies, 
organizations, and government currently 
affect these problems; 

. searching for solutions from various 
sources, especially from communities 
directly involved; 

. developing recommendations or proposals 
for governmental expansion and new develop
ments in t he area of human relations and 
following through on implementation; 

. working collaboratively with other 
organizations to bring about social 
awareness. 

Project Examples 

. act as liaison between general public 
and governmental agencies; 

. developed affirmative action programs 
in conjunction with City Council and 
County Board; 

. prepared background study which led 
to establishment of a City Information 
Office; 

. support efforts to provide citizen 
participation in local government; 

. developed non-discrimination ordinance 
regarding city contracts, franchises, 
permits and licenses. 



June 25, 1974 

James R. Sitzman, Assistant Director 
Metropoli•an Human Relations Commission 
410 City Hall 
Portland, OR 97204 

.. 
Dear Mr. Sitzman: 

In order,, ~at the Commission may have a complete record 
of what transpired regarding the demand of Mr. Lanny 
Swerdlow for a proclamation to celebrate Gay Pride Week, 
I am outlining below what occurred. 

1. When Mr. Swerdlow telephoned me on June 19, 1974, I 
informed him that I would need a suggested text from him 
that afternoon in order to process it before the Mayor 
left for San Diego to attend the u. s. Conference of Mayors 
where he would be until the evening of June 26. Mr. Swerdlow 
appeared in our office with a suggested text late that after
noon. I read the text and informed him that I could not as
sure him that it would be issued. In addition to the contro
versial nature of the matter, the text was, in my estimation, 
quite combative in tone and not at all in keeping with the 
type of proclamations we normally issue. I asked Mr. Swerdlow 
to call me the following day by which time I would have been 
able to discuss it with other members of the staff. 

2. Apparently Mr. Swerdlow went directly from our meeting to 
the MHRC meeting and requested its endorsement of the pro
clamation as written. 

3. He called on the 20th to inform me that he had taken this 
action and indicated that the Commission was writing to the 
Mayor requesting that~ proclamation be issued. He did not 
inform me that the Commission had voted to request the is
suance of a quite different proclamation. 

4. I immediately contacted you in an effort to learn the 
extent of the Commission's concern and to inform you that the 
Mayor's time was extremely limited. As soon as you could, 
you came to my office with the letter from the Commission, 
signed by its chairman, Mr. Walter Sakai. We discussed the 
issue and at my suggestion you agreed to write a statement 
that evening which would incorporate the thoughts of the 
Commission. 



June 25, 1974 
Page Two 

s. Early the next morning, June 21st, you presented the 
new text which I approved. Such approval, as I informed 
you, was not final, I had my secretary type the statement 
for signature (a copy is attached for your files) and pre
sented it to the Mayor at the earliest opportunity after 
discussing it with other members of the staff. Their re
sponse was negative and the Mayor concurred with their 
opinion .. . 

6. Mr. Swerdlow telephoned me that afternoon, about 4;00 p.m., 
and I informed him that it would not be signed. Needless 
to say, Mr. Swerdlow was extremely disappointed, and about 
ten minutes later, he called me again to demand a letter of 
explanation. I had to refuse his request as every indication 
given me was that such a letter would be used for political 
purposes. 

I trust this is the information you wanted. 

Sincerely, 

Ginna Deinum 
Assistant to the Mayor 

GO:cc 

Attachment 



James R. Sitzman 
Assistant Director 

June 25, 1974 

Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
410 City Hall 
Portlandt,. OR 9 7 2 0 4 

Dear Jim: 

In order that the Commission may have a record of 
the Mayor's response to your recornmendation that 
he sign the stateraent proposed by the Commission 
for Gay Pride Week, I regret to inform you that 
his response, and that of his staff, to the request 
was a negative one. 

We all deeply appreciated the efforts of the Com
mission to assist and advise the Mayor in this 
manner, and regret we could not accomodate the 
Commission in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ginna Deinum 
Assistant to the Mayor 

GD:cc 



mhrc METROPOLITAN HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
Multnomah County City of Portland 
~City Hall ■ Portland, Oregon 97204 ■ 248-4187 
410 

. . 

The Honorable Neil Goldschmidt 
Mayor ,t , 

303 City Hall 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

Dear Mayor Goldschmidt: 

June 20, 1974 

Walter Sakai 
Chairman 

Vernon Summers 
Director 

James R. Sitzman 
Assistant Director 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission considered at its 
June 19, 1974 meeting a request from Portland's gay community 
for an endorsement of a proclamation setting aside June 24-30 as 
Gay Pride Week. 

The Commission considered the request and voted to request that 
the Mayor issue a proclamation in connection with national Gay Pride 
Week which endorses the right of individuals regardless of sexual 
orientation to pursue life without discrimination in regard to 
employment, housing, and public accommodation. 

We respectfully request that a proclamation containing the spirit 
of the Commission's action be submitted from your office. 

WS:gp 

Sincerely, 

Walter Sakai 
Chairman 



. . 

6/20/74 

MHRC: Commission asked by 
Gay group to support their 
request to the Mayor for 
their proclamation submitted 
to his office. Would not 
do that but Commission would 
recommend to the Mayor that 
a proclamation centering 
on non-discrimmination, right 
to jobs, housing, etc., 
around national gay pride week . 

I 



THE CITY OF 

PORTLAND 

OREGON 

OFFICE OF 
THE MAYOR 

NEIL GOLDSCHMIDT 
MAYOR 

1220 S. W. FIFTH AVE. 
PORTLAND, OR. 97204 

503 248 - 4120 

S T A T E M E N T 

AS MAYOR OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND, I want to ex
press support of the Portland ALLIANCE FOR GAY EQUALITY, 
its members and sympathizers as they participate in the 
June 24 - 28, 1974, celebrations of national Gay Pride 
We ek. 

The best of American tradition holds the highest 
regard for individual liberty and human rights. Much, in 
fact, of the nation's strength over the decades emanated 
from the diversity produced by the pursuit of liberty and 
the protection of rights . 

Indeed, the very struggle to define the limits of 
liberty and the shape of human rights can today energize 
or threaten -- the spirit of our society. National Gay 
Pride Week affords the opportunity to recognize and advance 
yet another frontier in this struggle. 

Each person's public life -- choice of employment, 
place to live, educational endeavor, social and cultural 
activities -- has a right to be protected by tolerance, 
non-discrimination and the law. I, for one, hope that 
the attention raised by Gay Pride Week will hasten the 
coming of such protection for the people of the minority 
sexual orientation community . 

Those who lead this cause benefit not only them
selves, but the City, the State, and the Nation as well. 

Nei l Goldschmidt 



.... 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: November 22, 1974 

RE: Appointment of Shirley Tanzer to the 
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
. . 

Shirley ~~nzer has expressed interest in serving on the 
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission. She has been 
involved in an oral history project focused upon the 
Jewish community and believes that it is imperative that 
similar projects be commenced in all of Portland's 
ethnic communities. 

She has a great interest in seeing that some agency 
encourages this (at a very small expense) and is anxious 
to utilize the MHRC as a sounding board for the project. 

In any event, she is anxious ~o serve on the Commission 
for that and other reasons. I think she'd be a good 
appointment if a vacancy does occur. 

GAR: ~ 
cc: u nd Phil 



. . 

~rs. Carl Diebold 
4265 N. E. Halsey 
Portland, Oregon 

February 27, 1974 

I 

Thank you for taking the tim~ to shar~ your opinion 
regarding the recent appointments to the Metropolitan 
Human Relations Co1mnission. Unfortunately, your letter 
was received after the City Council had confirmed the 
appointments, but you may be assured that your views 
will receive consideration when further appointments 
are made. 

Again, thank you for writing. 

~incerely, 

:1eil Goldsch.'nidt 

NG:pds 

\ 
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Mayor Neil Goldschmidt 
City Hall 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mayor Goldschmidt: . . 

3204 N. E. Broadway 
Portland, Oregon 
February 11, 1974 

This letter comes as a response to an article I 
read in Thursday};, edition of the Oregonian regarding the 
approval of an appointment to the Metro~olitan Human Relations 
Commission recommended by the "Portland Assoc. for Gay Equality"o 

I find it difficult to express in words my distaste 
and disgust for such action and the loss of respect for the 
action of the City Councill I am certain my feelings represent 
the majority of people in Portland, not only in my age bracket, 
but the many young people with whom I come in contact wtu 
nearly every day not only as employes but also as customers. 

In all honesty, the many people who have discussed whis 
with me are upset, outraged and are fast losing faith in the 
city administration. 

Unless it is too late to make a change, will you be 
good enough to give this matter more thought and consideration 
as well as the people recommended before final confirmttion? 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrw.Paul w. Arter 

iv\A YOR'S OFFICE 



.. 

Mayor Neil Goldschmidt 
1220 s. w. 5t!i 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mayor Goldschmidt: 

6805 s. E. 48th Avenue 
Portl8pct., Oregon 97206 
January 24, 1974 

Regarding the nomination Of Dave VanWagner ror consideration to 
fill a commission vacancy. :ror a sex deviate to have a position, 
and influence, in the governing Of our city is untbinka.ble; other 
types Of work is alright but not a position Of influence. 

FOr someone from the ethnic races, or Of the poor, to serve on 
the Human Relations Commission, or on any o~ the governing boards 
Of our city, would be good and could be very beneficial. We are 
ror it. And such a one would more truly represent the minority 
groups, fOr they could all identirY with .him, or her. :But they, 
and all Of us, would be poorly served, to be represented by a gay 
blade who would be there epeciricaJ.ly because Of his lire_style. 

Very truly yours, 



. . 

G. Robert fkCreary 
705n M. E. 7th Place 
Portland, Oregon 97211 

Jcar Mr. ?1cCreary: 

February 1, 1974 

I very nuch arprecit.te your takinr: the tir.w to share 
your opinions ragariin~ appointne~ts to ~he Metropo litan 
H1.mon '<clnt on.; Co;,nission. I: is nh•,~•,s h~1r,fu 1 to 
hav~ rer.onnendations fror.1 the peop1e of the r.:oNmun ity 
vhcn ~i 11 i nr; vacnnci es or; the Ci t.Y • s hoards and 
co rm i s s i on s , an c I a s s u r c you you r 1 et t er ,-Ii 11 tie 
giv~n cons 4 deration. 

I'm grateful for your kind words of encouraqement . 
Again, thank you for takin0 the tiMc to write . 

Sincerely, 

Neil Goldschmidt 
NG:pd 



The Honorable Neil Goldschmidt 
Mayor of Portland 
Portland City Hall 
Portland, Oregon 

My Dear Mr. Mayor, 

7058 NE 7th P lace 
Portlctnd, Oregon 97211 
1-25-74 

~ ~ (~ ~ ~ ¥1 ~ ~ 
JA N ? R '·, 7: . 

/vlA vo ,~ s OFr-1c,: 
It seems from what I have read in the paper and heard on the radio that 

you are no more in favor of appointing 'gays' to The Metropolitan Human Helations 
Commission than we are. "e thank you for your stand . 

• t f .' 

You probably have different reasons for objecting than we do, but if 
homosexuals can be kept out of government by any reasonable means, the good 
of the city and the country will be served. For one thing, homos are more 
subject to blackmail tha n 'normal' folks. Perhaps not too much of concern in 
city and/or county gover1went but in international relations can be tragic. 

Our basic reasons for opposition are found in the Hible which we believe 
to be the very word of God. I recognize that you may not believe as we do on 
this point but I think you may be interested anyway. In the New Testament in 
I Corinthians 6:9 are found these words: Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? lie not deceived: neither fornicators, ,tor 
idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with man
kind•••••• Also Romans 1:34 to 32 puts in strong language a description of 
those who place themselves under condemnation of God because of their vile 
'styles of life' c ,verse 27 applying specifically to homosexuals. The Old 
Testament likewise makes it very clear that homosexuality is condemned by 
God. You will recall that the city of Sodom was destroyed supernaturally by 
God because of its great wickedness, homosexuality possibly being the worst 
evil in the city. 

Furthermore, as you say, it would be impossible to have minority groups 
represented on every board and commission. ~ e feel, however, that the most 
logical reason for non-appointment of homosexuals is that given in the 
preceding paragraph. 

\i e would appreciate it if you would share the contents of this letter 
with the other Commiss~oners. 

\\ e should write to you oftener to let you know that in general my wife 
and I feel that you are doing an excellent work in your position as Mayor. 
We appreciated yo~fine public example of taking bus transportation in order 
to help save gasoline during the present shortage of fuel. (" e live at the 
NE terminal - close to rather than at - of 'your' bus line, the Irvington
Jackson Park line). 

Thank you, Mayor Gol dschmidt, for your time and for what you are helping 
to do to improve our city! 

~t~»c~ . 
G. Robert McCreary ~ 



. . 

,t • 
., 



. . 



Mayor Neil Goldschmidt 
City Hall · • 
1220 S. v:. 5th 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mayor Goldschmidt: 

4060 N. E. 29th 
Fortland, Oregon 97212 
January 25, 1974 

I recently read an article in the Oregonian on the nominees 
for the Metropolitan Human Relations Commission. It is interesting 
that at the request of Portland Association for Gay Equality 
three persons posts went unconfirmed and a homosexuals name was 
included. Today the abnormal gets the hearing. As our society 
is continually exposed to what some feel is sickness, others sin, 
and others sane; homosexuality becomes accepted as the norm. 
Homosexuality spreads into the community and our children are 
exposed. In the future homosexuals may control schools, banks, 
public services, and the government (then as a minority I ma.y be 
trying to get a position on the :Metropolitan Human Relations 
Commission). 

I am not saying homosexuals should be put into prison or 
persecuted, but I am saying they should not hold positions in 
society where they can use their position as a sounding board 
for the virtues of homosexuality, which is wrong. They should not 
hold these positions any more than a paroled convicted rapist or 
murderer who has not renounced his former crime. 

It is interesting to note th&t a prominent part of past 
civilizations fall has been homosexuality. Nero was a homosexual. 
Also with these recent homosexual killings in Texas and the 
possibility of a nationwide ring, homosexuality continues to gain 
credulity. 

So if you want to take one of the seemingly small steps for 
the climb of homosexuality in our city, approve the appointment of 
a homosexucl to the 1-'1etropolitan Human Relations Commission. I 
feel there are many other minorities that need the hearing . 

Respectfully yours, 

~ ) ~ 
Rudy I. Hansen 
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Portland Association for Gay Equality 

Mayor Neil Goldschmidt 
City Hall 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Goldschmidt, 

December 13, 1973 

fil [ i,; \i P!I \E ID) 
Ot.C 1 3 '\973 

MAYOR'S OFFICE 

For some time now the Portland gay community has been attempting to get 
representation 6rt the Metropolitan Human Relations Commission. Given the size 
of- this city's gay community, and given the fact that gays are often left out 
of Portland's various civil rights measures, representation on the MHRC would 
be extremely helpful to us. 

Last year we submitted a list of 11 names. None were selected by the 
MHRC. We were told that none showed interest in any area other than that of 
gay rights and that furthermore, vacancies had been promised to other groups. 
We were also promised a seat the folloving year. 

This year, however, we were not informed that the recornmendations had 
been drawn up by the MHRC until the MHRC's actions had been completed. 
We were again bypassed. The recommendations then went to Conuni.ssioner 
Mildred Schwab's office. She informed us that she could do nothing if 
gays were not on the list submitted to her by the MHRC. 

Subsequently we held a meeting with Phil McLoren of your office. McLoren 
suggested that, given the three vacancies on the MHRC, you could select only 
two people and inform the MHRC that you would like some representatives from 
the gay community selected for the third seat. 

Such a move may be the only way gays ever get representation on the 
MHRC. The claim that none of the people on the list showed interest in 
anything beyond gay rights is false. Furthermore there is no one on the 
MHRC that has had any involvement in gay rights. 

Mr. McLoren told us that he would submit to you our list of reconmen
dation for the MHRC. We hope to hear from you soon on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

_.l} ~ r _ N : ~ 
George T. Nicola 

c. c. The American Civil Liberties Union of Oregon, Portland Chapter. 1 , 

118 WEST BURNSIDE STREET • SUITE ONE • PORTLAND, OREGON 97209 



CITY OF PORTLJl1ND 

INTER· OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
(NOT FOR MAILING) 

From Vernon , Summers 
Dece1f f ~ r ij w ~ ~ 

To Mayor's Office 

Addressed to Mayor Neil Goldschmidt 

OEC 19 \973 

MAYOR'S OFFICE 

Subject Gay Representation on the Human Relations Commission 

I am enclosing to yo-µ copies of a letter from the Portland Association 
for Gay Equality addressed to our Chairman, Walt Sakai and Mr. Sakai's 
response addressed to Lanny Swerdlow regarding representation of the 
Gay Community on 'btLr Commission. ,, 

The list of proposed Commission members forwarded to you was 
submitted by our Nominating Committee chaired by Dave Abram. The 
committee screened and interviewed these people during the month 
of October, 1973. In his letter, Mr. Sakai as sured Lanny Swerdlow 
that consideration will be given to their nominations when the next 
vacancies occur at the end of 1974. 

We have on file resumes of candidates submitted by the Gay Community 
which were considered and will be considered again next year. 

As stated in Mr. Sakai I s letter: "Our objective is to protect the rights and 
improve the quality of life for all citizens in our community. Toward this 
end we seek for membership on the Commission persons who by virtue of 
their activities and "track record" clearly demonstrate sensitivity and 
commitment to the cause of human rights for all of our citizens, plus the 
ability to get things done." 

We hope that you will follow through with the names we have submittecll 
and make your appointments as soon as possible. 

cc: Commissioner Mildred Schwab 
Chairman Walt Sakai 
Committee Chairman Dave Abram 
Mr. Lanny Swerdlow 



CI T Y O F ' ' OHTL,i,N □ 

INTER- OFFICE c rJRRESP O N DENCE 
( NOT l'O rl M AILI N G) 

Octobe r 18, 1973 

F ro m Ve r non. Summe r s 

, ,-. 
1 0 :i-:ayo r ' s Of fice Li \ 

/ l ddrcs.::cd to Mayor Ne il Go ldschmidt 

S11b ject City Co mmission Appoin t me nt s 0 

It h as c ome to my a tt e ntion that addi t iona l informa tion on t he Commis s i on 
candida t e s may be need e d i n orde r f or you to make you r appo i ntmen ts . As 
you may kn ow , t he vacanies that were crea t ed by dea th or r e s igna t ion a r e 
be i ng r ecommended f o r immedia t e reappoin t ment. 

Add it i ona l information on the candidates is provided be l ow: 

Posi tion 1/1 

Ch a rl e s Landskroner 
Mr . Land s kroner is t he pas t deputy direc t or of t he Por t l a nd Housing Author i ty 

~ 

a nd has bee n involve d i n a number of c i vil right s and human r ights organiza t i ons 
He was refe rred to the Commiss i on by Ri ch a rd Browns t ein whose t erm wil l be 
e xp iring 12/31/73. 

Ch ar l es Williams on 
Mr. \h lli ar:1s on is a lega l a i d atto r ne y and is very act i ve in the corrm1unity . He 
has wo rke d on s evera l le g is l a tu res de aling with minori t ics. Th e Comrn iss i on fee ls 
th at Mr. Wil li amson 's par ticipa tion ad a Commi s sione r wou ld be an a s se t. 

Po si tion Jf ') 
7, ,._ 

Low,2E Curley 
~ Hr. CurlF:'Y is 2.n Am2 rican Indi. a n and is chainnan of the Urb an I ndian Com,nission. 

He :i..s a gradll2te s tudent at Portland State Universi ty, and is employed by the 
r-:or:h~,:,2s t Regional Educational Laboratory. It is the feeling of the Commission 
th a :: su[J[1ort fr om the Indian corr:;i,unity is n e eded and Nr . Curl ey would represent 

Roy C. Hill 
Mr. Eill is the Lab or Council's choice for their represent a tive. He is the 
Lc;; i. sl::itivc Representative for Poir:.t e rs Uni on Local iFlO and works close l y wilh 
t:h•::: bt.:i. ldi:1g t rade: uni ons. The Commis sioner that Mr. Hill would be replacing 
is a n ex-l a bor repre se ntative. 

Pos i tion #4 

Norene Sa lt veit 
Ms . Salve it is an attorne y and has be e n active in civil rights l egislations. Her 
prime int e r es t h as been wi~h the Chicano commun i ty. Her name was s ubmi t ted by 
th e Chi c ano organization. 



Pablo Ci.dio . 
Mr. Cid i o is an attorney and i s also presid ent of CISCO, a state-wide Chicano 
orranization . 

Pu ,, i Li.on /:5 

J ulie, Sterling 
Mrs. St e rling is the wife of Don S terling an cl it is t:. h e Corn,;1is s ion ' s feeling tliett 
th e p-.:-evious e xperience of Mrs . Sterling would be a great asset t o the Cor.i:;1ission. 

Posit ion #6 

Do n Hayashi 
Mr. Hay ash i is pre sident 
committees in the past. 
Japanese community would 

Dr . La Guardia 

of the J,ap,:rnese American Le ague and has served on 
The Commission feels that is input conce r ning the 
'b~ of great val ue. 

MHRC 

Dr. La Gu ardia is of Cuba'h •descent and is a med ical do d:or. He was recommended 
for the Commission by the Confederation of Cubans in Exile. 

The Commission hopes that these appointments will be made by its November mee ting. 

If further information is needed please give me a call. 

ernon Summers 
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