IRVING PARK ORDINANCES-

‘Condemnation Judgement No, H 569-
April, 1920 - 15 acres $58,666

Resolution No. 25379 Authorizing
signing of petition for vacation of
NE 9th 3~19-52

97282-10-15-52 Vacating portion of
NE 9th



IRVING PLAYGROUND

Judgment No. H 569 - April, 1920

ORDERED ANID ADJUDGED that upon payment into court by the
plaintiff in favor of the defendant of the sum of $58,666.00,
less the amount of said assessments, penalties, interest and
taxes, the property described in the  complaint, to wit:

Beginning at the intersection of the
gsouth line of Premont Street and the
east line of East 7th Street, running
thence east on said south line to the
northwest corner of Lot 1 Block 98 in
Irvington, thence south on the west
line of Lots 1 to 10, inclusive, said
block and an extension thereof, to
southwest corner of Lot 5 in Bloeck 97,
Irvington; thence on a straight line
following the North line of Lot 15 in
said Block 97 and Blocks 100, 111 and
114 in Irvington to the Northwest corner
of Lot 15 in Block 114, Irvington and
Bagt line of East 7th Street; thence
north on said &ast line to the place of
beginning, containing 15 acres more or
less,

shall be condemned and appropriated to the plaintiff herein, The
City of Portland, for public park snd playground purposes, snd
upon said payment said plaintiff shall have immediste and per-
petual possession of said property for such purposes, and it ap-
pearing to the ceourt that the City of Portland tendered the de-
fendant, before commencing this action, an amount equal to that
assessed by the jury; therefore it is

ORDERED that the defendant ghall recover no costs or
attorney's fees herein and that the plaintiff shall recover its
cogts and disbursements agsinst the defendant.

April 15, 1920, the City Attorney transmitted by letter to Joseph
Beveridge, Cournty Cperk, Warrant No C-2452 of the City of Portland
in the sum of $58,666,00 to be applied as follows:
$8,090.53 to City of Portland for street and
sewer agsessments
809.60 to T M Hurlburt, Tax Collector, in
payment 1919 taxes
49,765.87 to Irving Real Estate Co in payment
for land condemned
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PARK: Irving
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Sheet #2

PARK: Irving
STEPS :
FENCE: = Zomin- "Ly s 2 S
STATUES :
FLAG POLES:
FOUNTAINS: Five
TENNIS COURTS: Four- 2-1925 .
2-1926 = F2 I Ff - W.0.4 3
HAND BALL COURTS: One - 1925 $343.85 Go- Marieind
SAND COURTS: One- 1928- $100,00
HORSESHOE COURTS:
WADING POOLS: One -1928- $655,68
BASEBALL FIELDS: One-Large- Two Small Feacwrtor | i
4 z ¥

WATER SYSTEM: 82 hose bibbs

LIGHTS: 17 -1925- $2353.63 # . .

APPARATUS:
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& F i Mareh 29, 1930

My, C. C. Hall,

President,

East Side Commeroial Club,
1144 Grand Avenue.

Dear Sir:

Transmitted herewith is copy of a petition signed b « E,
Berg representing in Oregon the only Norweglan Newspaper on the
Paoific Coasgt, which is self explanatory. Following the filing of
the petition 1 have had several conferences with Mr. Berg., It seems
that the Norweglans prefer that Irving Park, at East 7th and Fremont
Streets, be named for Leif Erikson. This park was named some years
ago after William Irving, the original ommer of the Donation Land
Claim after which Irvington is named and I told him that I believed
under the conditions by which the park was named that the Couneil
would hesitate to change the name. Several other parks were consid-
ered, among them the park between East 17th and 20th and Taylor and
Belmont, which some years ago on request of the neighborhood was
named Belmont Park. The nearest park to their community hall is
our Buckman Field Jjust south of the Benson High School which was
named very much in the same way that Irving Park was named.

Would you kindly refer the whole question to your constituency
as you may see fit and recommend either for or against a change in the
name of any of these three parks. .

Very truly yours,

Superintendent of Farks



Portland, Oregon,
March 18, 1930.

Mr. Lawrence S. Kaiser,

Superintendent of Public Parks,
Portland, Oregon.

Dear Sir:

As the Norwegians cannot get Irving Park
the undersigned have decided in favor of what is known
a3 Belmont Park, Southwest corner of East Taylor and
L7th Streets, to be called "Leif Erikson."

Thanking you for past favors, I remain

Yours respectfully,
7 STy,

F. E. Berg
P. 0. Box 802
Portland, Oregon.

Phone Broadway 2019.




Uity ts Honor KErikson.

C. P, Keyser, city superintendent
of parks, is considering several sites
with the possibilitv that one of them
may be named in honor of Leif Erik-
son, early Norse adventurer, The city
has been requested to name a park
for him, and the bureau is consider-
ing a location at Seventy-second and
Sandy, where the city has five
blocks; Seventy-second and Fosier

{(lmdl,{ whex;f thtere are two long Por tland, Oregon,
blocks in the citv’s possession, and

Ii'vinf park, Seventh and Fremont MarCh 6’ 1930'
streets,

Mr. C. P. Keyser,
Superintendent of Parks,
Portland, Oregon.

Dear Sir:

If you want the Norwegians! view in regard to
the three places named above, the undersigned hereby de-
clare in favor of Irving Park, East 7th and Fremont, to
be named Leif Erikson,

With thanks for the progress already made,

I remain,

Respectfully,

HE /ey

F. E. Berg

P. 0. Box 802
Portland, Oregon.

Broadway 2019.
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February 20, 1630,

Mr. T, E. Borg,
P.0. Box 802,
Portlend, Oregon.

Deay Sir:

The resolution whigh you have sent to this

office will bejreferrei to the Uity Couneil) for consideration.

It is very probable that the Council will refer
the matter to Oommipsioner Pier, who has charge of the Pudblie
Parks and T would suggest that at your convenienge you get
in toush with Mr. Pler personally.

I should be glad to cooperate with you in any

!rn very truly,

way possidle.

MAYOR,



Portland, Oregon,
January 27th. 1930.

WHEREAS: President Coolidge in an address to about 50,000
Norwegians.in Minneapolis declared there was little doubt that
Lelf Eritkson was the first white man to diecover America, and

WHEREAS: This country has sent a delegation to Iceland

this year to celebrate the 1000 year anniversary and erect a monu-
ment to Leif Eri 'kson, and

WHEREAS: The State of Wisconsin has set aside October
9th as @ holiday to honor Leif Eriskson, and_

WHEREAS: The authorities of the United States have
named one of the greatest mountains in Oregon after a mountain in
Norway, namely; Dovre, and

WHEREAS: The authorities of the State of Oregon have

given a Norwegian name to a farm in Tillemook County, Oregon,
namely; Wolland.

NOW, THEREFORE, the undersigned asks the Honorable
Mayor and the Councilmen of our fair city of Portland to name a
park or square "Leif Eri kson Park". (If a park or square is so
named the Norwegians in Portland and Oregon would erect a
monument to Leif Eri/kson which would be a pride to the City).

It is needless to say that at least 99% of the Norwegian
people in Portland and Oregon are in favor of this and would be

grateful to the Mayor and Councilmen of the Rose City if this
could be done.

Thanking you in advance, I remain,

Yours respectfully,

e |

F. &. BERG.
(Representing in Oregon the only Norwegian
newspaper of the Pacific Coast)

P. 0. Box 802
Portland, Oregon.
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RESOLUTION NO. w9

-A_Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of Public Affairs to
sign a petition for the City of Portland for the vacation
of that portion of N.E. 9th Avenue lying within Irving Park

WHEREAS, it appears that that portion of N.E. 9th Avenue
lying within Irving Park has never been formally vacated, and
that it is necessary that no streets or public ways traverse said
park; and

WHEREAS, the procedure for street vacations requires sig-
natures of all abutting property owners, now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Portland in
regular session assembled, that the Commissioner of Public Af-
fairs be and he hereby is authorized and directed to sign the
necessary petition for the vacation of that portion of N.E.
9th Avenue which lies between the south line of N,E. Fremont
Street and the north line of fractional blocks 100 and 111, Ir-
vington, insofar as City-owned property in the area may be af-
fected.,

Adopted by the Council

Gl sy

&
Auditor of the City of Portland

Commissioner Bennett

3/13/52
HBB:mp



ORDINANCE No. 134418 o ——
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An Ordinance authorizing the City Treasurer to accept
funds and place the same in the Trustee Account
_for the "Reading Tree,'" authorizing disbursements
" therefrom, waiving the provisions of Chapter 7.74,
Charitable Solicitations, of the Code of the City
of Portland, Oregon, and declaring an emergency.

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds that a citizens com-
mittee has formed a reading program for enjoyment and
recreation and also for remedial purposes; that this pro-
gram has been designated the '"Reading Tree'" Program and
is being conducted in Irving Park, a public park of the
City of Portland; that a fire has destroyed a large quan-
tity of the material available for this program; that it
is desirous that this program continue and that efforts
for the continuance of this program have been made; that
the City of Portland should aid such a program by provid-
ing a depository for moneys for such a civic purpose and
that funds should be solicited therefor and that provi-
sions should be made to disburse the funds so collected;
now, therefore, the Treasurer hereby is authorized and di-
rected to receive funds in the form of voluntary donations
from such groups or individuals as from time to time may
desire to participate in this program, and the City Trea-
surer hereby is authorized to accept such funds as have
been donated to the ''Reading Tree' Program prior to the
effective date of this ordinance.

Section 2. Said funds are intended to be used for
the purchase of books and the payment of salaries for a
part-time staff and for such other purposes as are inci-
dental and necessary to the '"Reading Tree' Program. The
City Treasurer is hereby authorized to disburse said funds
upon a written request from the Commissioner of Public Af-
fairs or his designated representative, at such times and
in such amounts as the Commissioner or his designated rep-
resentative shall request.

Section 3. The requirements of Chapter 7.74, Chari-
table Solicitations, of the Code of the City of Portland,
Oregon, are hereby waived by the Council as provided in
Section 7.74.070.

Page No. 1




ORDINANCE No.

Section 4. 1Ipasmuch as this ordinance is necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public health, peace
and safety of the City of Portland in this: 1In order that
arrangements may be made without delay for the public pur-
pose set forth herein; therefore, an emergency hereby is
declared to exist and this ordinance shall be in force and
effect-from and after its passage by the Council.

TN

Passed by the Council, APR 26 1972 > v—% %W

Mayor of £b¢ Ci{y/of Portland

Attest: } e (
Commissioner Ivancie -

April 19, 1972
SOT:at Auditor of the City of Portland

Page No. 2
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ORDINANCE NO.

An Ordinance vacating a portion of N. E. 9th Avenue, in
Irvington, an addition in the City of Portland,
.. petitioned for by the Bureau of Parks.

WHEREAS, the Council finds that on or about August
13, 1952, there was filed in the office of the Auditor
of the City of Portland a petition of the Bureau of Parks
of the City of Portland, Oregon, for the vacation of all
that portion of N. E. 9th Avenue which lies between the
south line of N. E+ Fremont Street and the north line of
fractional blocks 100 and 111, Irvington, an addition in
the City of Portland, County of Multnomah, and State of
Oregon, the said petitioner being relieved from the pay-
ment of the filing fee otherwise required by law, and at
gaid time filed with the Auditor a consent in writing of
all abutting property owners upon the said portion of said
land sought to be vacated, and more than two-thirds in area
of a2ll the real property affected by such vacation, and that
thereupon the City Auditor gave notice by posting and publie
cation for a period of four (L) successive weeks that said
petition had been filed for said proposed vacation proceed=-
ings, and that said petltion, together with any objections,
remonstrances, or claims for damage which may be made in
writing and flled with the Auditor of the City of Portland,
Oregon, prior to the time of hearing would be considered
and heard by the Council of the City of Portland at a
regular meeting to be held at 9:30 A.M., Pacific Daylight
Time, Tuesday, September 23, 1952, in the Council Chambers
of the City Hall in said Citye. That saild notice was first
published in the City official newspaper, to wit: the
Daily Journal of Commerce, August 22, 1952, and the said
Auditor within five (5) davs after the first publication
further Published gsald matter by posting three notices
headed: "Notice of Street Vacation" in three conspicuous
places in the area of said proposed vacation at the places
therein .described and designated as follows:

Location Object to which attached:

At the approximate intersection of
the West line of N.. E. 9th Avenue

and the South line of N. E. Fremont
Streéet. On a tree

On the approximate West line of N. E.
9th Avenue approximately 375 feet South
of N. BEe. Fremont Street, On a stake

o
T



Location Object to which attached:

At a point on the approximate

Fast line of N.E. 9th Avenuve,

said point being the approxi=-

mate Northwest corner of Block

100 TFv¥ington, an addition in,

the City of Portland, Multnomah

County, Oregon. On a post

and

WHEREAS, said matter came on regularly for hearing
before the City Council at said time and place and no
one appeared to object thereto and no objections or re-
monstrances, nor any claim for damage were filed or made
against the same, and there was filed with the City Audi-
tor the consent in writing of all abutting property owners
upon the portion of said area proposed to be vacated, and
more than two-thirds in area of all of the property af =
fected by such vacation, and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the purpose of said
vacation is for general park purposes the same as the ad=-
jacent ground and particularly for park and playground
purposes, and the reasons for such vacation and t he pare
ticular circumstances for the vacation are to permit the
immediate grading and development of this portion of the
park area, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the policy of the Council
no assessment of special benefits has been made since the
vacabted street will revert to the City of Portland for the
benefit and use of the Bureau of Parks, and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that a vacation of the prop-
erty herein described will not injuriously affect the market
value of the property abutting or affected by such vacation,
and further finds that all things have been doneas provided
by law for the vacation of said area and that final action
should be taken and that such vacation should now be made a
matter of record; now therefore,

The City of Portland does ordain as follows:

Section 1. It hereby is ascertained and determined that
said vacation will not injuriously affect the market wvalue
of the property abutting on the area to be vacated but will
be beneficial thereto and is in the public interest, that the
consent of the owners of all of the property adjacent to or
abutting the area to be vacated has been obtained in writing,
duly acknowledged, and filed as hereinabove stated; that



notice has been duly and regularly given of such vacation
and a hearing thereon duly and regularly had, at which the
Council found and does now find and determine that the public
interest will not be prejudiced but that said vacation will
enhance the public interest and welfare, all of which deter-
minations hereby are made a matter of record.

Section 2. There hersby is vacated all of the follow=
ing- deseribed property:

All that portion of N. E. 9th Avenue which
lies between the South line of N« E. Fremont
Street and the North line of fractional blocks
100 and 111, Irvington, an addition in the City
of Portland, County of Multnomah, and State of
Oregone.

Section 3. This vacation hereby is made contingent
and dependent upon the following conditions:

(a) That the Bureau of Parks shall defray all
costs incidental to this provnosed vacation.

(b) That the Bureau of Parks shall credit to the
Sidewalk Rotary Account (705%) the sum of
$545.60 for the reconstruction of the side-
walk, curb, and intersection on the south
side of N. B. Fremont Street at N. E. 9th
Avenue.,

(¢) That the petitioner herein shall file with
the Auditor of the City of Portland, and the
Commissioner of Finance hereby is authorized
so to do, an acceptance of this vacation,
signed, acknowledged, and approved by the City
Attorney as to form, and the Auditor shall
file for record with the County Clerk who 1s
ex-officio recorder in and for Multnomah County,
State of Oregon, a certified copy of this ordi=-
nance, and a certified copy of said acceptance,
as provided by law, and likewise file copiles
with the County Assessor and the County Survey-
or of said county.

(d) This vacation is made upon the further condi-
tion and with the reservation that nothing
herein contained shall cause or require the
removal or abandonment of any sewer, water main,
gas main, conduit of any kind, wire, pole, or
thing used or intended to be used for any
public service, and the right hereby is reserved
for the owner of any such utility or thing to



maintain, conduct, repair, reconstruct,
renew, replace, rebuild, and/or enlarge
any and all such things; that no building
or structure of any kind shall be built or
erected within a distance of ten (10) feet
w«.we from the center line of any such utility,
except by the writter consent of the City
Engineer and the owner of such utility first
having been had; that any and all contemplated
building plans in saild vacated area shall be
submitted for approval to the City Enginser
and to the Director, Bureau of Building Ine-
spection to the end that such construction
nmay be so adjusted with reference to all
public utilities in said area, if any there
be, as to cause a minimum amount of danger
or inconvenience to the public and to the
owner of such utility and to protect the same
as presently constructed or hereafter recon-
structed, renewed, replaced, and/or enlarged.

Passed by the Council 0CT 15 15,2

Mayor~é; th¢’01ty/6 /ééz;féé/ézéff
( /
Attest: = /K/&/ W

Auditor of the City of Portland

Order of Council
Sept. 25, 1952
AGB:11
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March 25, 1965 EQB E@£ WE@

Mr. Harry Buckley, Superintendent of Parks LT 1965
City ParKk Biréau .o BURE

: AU OF PARKS
SR PUBLIC RECREATIONS
Portland, Oregon No

v e e s sl s o

Dear Mr. Buckley:

This letter is on behalf of the Irvington Community Association, The Associa-

tion is a grass roots citizens group in the Irvington area, I am enclosing a
sheet of information about it.

One of the concerns of the Association is recreation and the total use of all
facilities within the Irvington area, With this concern in mind a committee

within the Association has been formed and is now actively engaged in discus-
sions about recreation and use of all facilities within the Irvington area.

I have been asked by this committee to write you requesting that a date be
agreed upon when the committee can meet with you concerning these matters.

Our meeting place is the Irvington School and we can be flexible as to date -
7:30 or 8:00 o'clock im the evening has been our custom and would seem to be
best for all concerned. We would like you to indicate a number of dates with-
in the next month that would be open for you, and we woud expect to confirm

one of those dates with you by phone within several days after receiving your
reply.

You will be interested in learning that our organization has been developing
for the better part of a year, We are now in a position to act on a number
of fronts for the advancement of Irvington as a residential community, and
we are prepared to act on the assistance you can give us.

We will appreciate your response to our request at the earliest possible
moment,

Sincerely,

P

J2ureer O ///7

Burie B. Twitty, Member
Steering Committee ;/ )
Irvington Community Association

Burie B. Twitty
2737 N. E. 9th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97212

Copy to: Robert H. Bonthius, Co-chairman Irvington Community Association
Clifford Low, Co-chairman Irvington Community Association
Mayor Terry Schrunk
Commissioner Ormond Bean



Steering Committee

Herbert L. Amerson
Burnett -Ausfin
Robert H. Bonthius
Merle Enyeart

Mrs. Lucretia Jackson
Clifford Low

James K. Neill

John W, Reese

Mrs. Wilson Walker

Initial Members

Venerable F. Booker
Robert Crowley
Robert J. Deacon
Mrs. Clift Driver
Mrs. George Duke
Richard N. Esselstyn
Ken Evans

Mrs. Aflene Grice
Mrs. Ila Hamilton
Eugene Larson

Mrs. Robert McGrew
Marvin McKinney
Mrs. Kenneth Schwing
Earl Sharp

Mrs. Jan Walden

Additional Members

Every Irvington
Resident

IRVINGTON IMPROVEMENT

ASSOCIATION November 1964

PURPOSE
To mobilize the Irvington community for
action; to maintain the finest possible

area in which to live.

AUSPICES

Everyone in Irvington interested in work
for Irvington.

A Steering Committee spearheading the

progran.

AREAS OF CONCERN

Achieving a truly integrated community.

Advertising the advantages of Irvington.
Improving homes and yards.

Securing all needed community services.

Maintaining street and park facilities.

Bncouraging voluntary organizations

for children and youth.

METHOD OF OPERATION

Group planning by Irvington residents....
Consultation with urban experts, city
officials, business leaders, and, above
all, Irvington homeowners...Hark work

by all of us in Irvington.



CITY OF PORTLAND .'i/ﬁ,-'//t
INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENGCE /

(NOT FOR MAILING)
+

L2 g
January. 13, 1966 /g
- (]
From Bureau of Parks ' \f:1
2
To Department of Finance ’::é ;;;
R,
Addressed to Commissioner Ormond R. Bean - “:}(\
~ L w—— e “Ia~ Y"
Subject Construction of new restroom facility in Irving park = % i

-

Dear Commissioner Bean:
Transmitted herewith is an estimate of cost for the construction of a new,
centrally located restroom facility at Irving Park and the conversion of

the two existing restrooms into utility and recreation structures.

The new structure is proposed to be of masonry and concrete and as nearly
vandalproof as possible.

Detailed,plans have not been drawn at this time, but it is believed that
plans and specifications could be prepared for advertising by February 15.

Advertising, awarding and contract signing could be accomplished by April 1.

Sixty days should be sufficient to construct the building which should
place completion by June lst just prior to the summer playground season.

This schedule is all predicated, of course, on the provision of funds not
now in the budget.

Very truly yours,

Superititendent of Parks

HBB:mg
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IRVING PARK

New Brick Rest Room $ 9,500
Sewer line, 400 ft. 1,200
Water lime, 50 ft. . 150
Power, elect. 510 ST 2,000
Paving & Landscape Repair 1,000
Sewer Tap 50
Street Repair 500

Total cost, labor and material for
restroom - $14,400

Cost of remodeling the two existing buildings to
maintenance and recreation use, $4,000 ea. 8,000

$22,000



Box 12354

Irvington Community Association Partand, Oregon
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R — OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
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‘\—f-w.”";‘w September 8, 1967

’_______.__Wﬁr:"'

Hon. Francis J. Ivancie
Commissioner

City of Portland

Department of Public Affairs
Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Ivancie:

Our association is interested in any future planning which
may be taking place and therefore reguest receiving a copy
of preliminary architectural plans for a swimming pool and
dressing room facilities for Irving Park within the next
six months.

Since we are planning for the future, and there are many
deficiencies present in this park, we would like to recommend
that your office draft the preliminary working plan with the
idea in mind that this pool be designed and planned to fit
into an overall recreational facility in Irving Park.

If we can be of any assistance to you in any way, please let
us know..

SV Very truly yours,
IRVINGTON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
B e (AT oA 2 I

%d}fﬁ Wi estsedls

. President

JdJW:ef ~ N

cc: Russell Peyton

Mayor Terry D. Schrunk R 1‘3 W E@ ,
Donald C. Jeffrey ALY \E; Q%\E; i \

SEp 141967
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May 9, 1968

Bureau of Parks
Department of Public Affairs
Commissioner Prancis J. Ivancie

Ball fields at Irving Park

Dear Commissioner Ivancie:

Reference is made to the police report of May 3 on a juvenile problem at Irving
Park.

Inquiry was made of Mr. Charles Walker, Assistant Recreation Directer, who is
the liaison staff member in that area, if reports that the Sports Division had
issued field permits to Little Leagues in that general vicinity.

There are two ball fields in the park and neither one has been enjoying much
uge since the non players made such use undesirable about two years ago.

Fields are at a premium and the baseball program has expanded to a point where
every available facility must be scheduled so that everyone can have a chance.

However, at Irving Park the Sports Division will henceforth issue permits for

only one fleld, leaving the other open for neighborhood use on a first come,
first served basis.

Very truly yours,

Superintendent of Parks
HBBimg

cc - Walker
Owensg
Christiansen



NORTHEZAST LIT
2735 N. a. 19
Portland, Or

May 1, 1969

= ono IR F r H’?J E ] uli N
o . . — : L g U
Cormissioner Francis Ivancie 'gﬁmﬁ‘ _ 1p§ = Voo
City Hall —— i : = 1969
AN . T ™
Portland, Oregon 97205 ERNH et 5 100
. s SECna‘ OFFICE OF CLv
, . s . - OF PURLIC Aaffains
Subiject: Little Lezague Bas&ggh}Qat Irving Park BLIC. AFFAIRS
J g > g

Dear Mr. Ivancie,

Knowing your interest in young people 2nd in all
Portland recreation programs, we of Northeast Little ZLeagus would
like to bring to your attention some facts and some nezeds in connec-

tion with Little League baseball at Irving Fark.

Nor theast Little League provides its pro
baseball for all boys, ages 8 through 12, who live in the area
bounded by N. E. Prescott St., N. E. 22nd Ave., East Burnsice St.,
and Union Avenus. This ysar we have more boys than sver bafore...
a total of almost 200, on fourteen differant teams, rlayinzg a 99~
game schedule in three ‘different leagues. All games are played at
Irving Park, except for twelve games for -the youngest group of boys
that had to be squeezed out to Sabin schovl. The Mortheast Little
League is administered entirely by volunteers from the neighborhood,
parents and other interested adults who want to help our boys enjoy
their baseball and learn the valuable lessons of teazvork, friendly
competition and good sportsuanship that go with it.

graz of suvpervised
[

Now for our needs at Irving Park....none are very costly,
none are unusual, but all are important.

1. There are two baseball diamonds at Irving Park, not enoug:z
to provide adequate practice and game space for the boys.

At the norih end of the park, along rrewozt Street, aj
third diamond could easily be locziszd without coanilieting
with the present north diamond. The n bacxstop
would be in a corner of the playing fie 1 out of
the way 6f the football area, This tuird ond would
utilize existing park space, thus relieving som of the

need for additional parx space in tai

i 2 , - e,
LATLIEE alu&e

2. Waintenancs of the basesball areas of Irvinz Park ssz2ms
always to be more of a protlew than it should be. The

o

park staff is very cooperative and tries to do thsi

best, but it appears thelr tlue must be divided beltween
Irving and other carks, and there 1s not sufficient tiwe

to do a really good job on the bassball fis=lds. Ths infields
are extremely muddy, even after small amounts of razin, and

ASSIONEX



-2

surely this can be improved by prcper soil conditicniag treatzent.
& i ¢

0

The. outfields are rutted and very rough...they should be leveled and
rolled before a boy sprains an ankle or breaks a lez. Really, we

are asking only that the Irving Park fi:ldsba put into the
good condition as other city parks, such as VWilshire, Noruma
and others.

%3, At the north diamond, the backstop fence was extended a few

‘years ago...tut only on the first bace side! Alcnz the third
base. sids, where most right-handed batters pull the ball, one
team sits on their benches unprotected froum ba:aﬁd balls., At

the south diamond, neither side of the backstop hkzs beszn extended
s0 that not only the teams but the spectauors sit unprotected,

In the interest of safety, we ask that all bacxstop fexnces at
Irving Park be extended properly.

4, Finally, would it be possible to provide an outfisld fence to
fivide the two diamonds at the north end of the park...i.e.,
the existing north diawmond and the new third diazond? This
could be a portgble canvas fence made in sections, so thai the

same
ndale

Little League boys could take it down for storaze after each
game...or it could bea more permansnt short woodsn fence
could be removed after the baseball season, If z fence could
be provided, Northeast Little Lzague would assume the aanual

cost of painting. If acceptable to the FPark Board, sp
advertising could be solicited to help defray costs of

~iment, umpires' fees, uniforms, etc. This fence wculd al
the interests of safety by defining the piaying zrea fo
of the north fields, and keeping boys froz back
potential danger =zone. :

In conclusion, may we emphasize again that Northeast Little
is a truly important part of our boyS' lives, and cne of th
greatest forces for mutual understanding in our intezrated

arcund Irving Park,., The City Council: aud/or the Parx Depar
of Portland, by attending to these relatively simple reques
will do a great deal, at small expense, for the youirn of thi
community. Please give our requests your most serious consi
Mr, Ivancie...it will be greatly appreciateud,

Thank you,
A/ ,

that

Tezague

/ ’/ K4
L‘ 5 x/jg-/.,'/v/f \/, L,/[ //«’} ORI o B

- - Eerbert L. Amerson, or
NORTHEAST LITTIZ LEAGT
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May 5, 1969

Mr. Herbert L. Amerson, President
Northeast Little League, Inc,
2735 N.E. 19th Avenue

Portland, Oregon 97212

Dear Mr. Amerseon:

This will acknowledge your letter of May 1, 1969, in regard to Little
League Baseball at Irving Park. I appreciate your bringing your neede o
my attention for we are interested in making the maximum v-e of our park
2ud recreation facilitics, I am sure you will realize, howcver, that our
requirements must be treated on a priority basis because of limitation in
funds and manpower. Because of this fact in wany cases, It is noecessary
for organizations such as yours to assist the City in this regard.

I am referring your letter to Mr Harry Buckley, Superintendent of
Parks, for his investigation and report. Again, thank you for your letter.

SE> erely yours,

OMMISE TOHER PUBLIC AFFAIRS

FIl:w

cc Harry Buckley



CITY OF PORTLAND
INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

May 21, 1969

From Bureau of Parks

To Superintendent of Parks

Addressed to Harry B. Buckley

Subject Lrving Park ballfield maintenance and improvements,
Dear Harry:

After a thorough investigation of Irving Park, I don't
believe a third diamond at the north end of the park and
along Fremont Street is practical or feasible,

Irv Thoreson tried to fit a field in, but the amount of
room available is inadequate. The new field would play into
the old field, The field would have to lie alongside of
Fremont Street and would be a possible hazard to traffic,

The matter of installation of wings onto the existing
backstop is desirable, However, we have no money budgeted
for ballfield improvement. If the Little League provided
funds for material, we could provide labor for installation,

The maintenance of ballfields at Irving is the same as
it is for the rest of the system. The infields are muddy
after.it rains, This problem exists on all our fields,
There are no simple or cheap solutions for the elimination
of muddy fields., At the Civic Stadium we had a tile drain
system, 12" of rock, 2" of topping and still had a muddy
field after a rain storm. The outfield did have some ruts
in it from trucks doing winter cleanup work but they have
been leveled and repaired,

In conclusion, my recommendations are as follows:
1. Do not construct an additional ballfield,

2, If Little League provides material, the Park Bureau
could install wings on the existing backstops,

3. Discourage any portable or temporary outfield fences,

Very jtruly yours,
ot 7Y
Allyw' R, Staley”
Director of Operations
S:a
cc - Hall



May 27, 1969
Bureau of Parks

Department of Public Affairs
Lommissioner Francis J. Ivancie [

Raquest for an additional baseball field in the northeast cormer
of Irving Park

Dear Commissioner Ivancie:

Reference is made to the letter from Mr., Herbert Amevson, President of the Northeast

Little League Inc., in which & vequest is made for an additional baseball field in
the northeast corner of Irving Park.

The Park Bureau staff has investigated the possibility and finds that there is not

sufficient space available to construct an additional field and play two games
simultanecusly.

Scale sketches (attached) indicate an overlep in centerfield to the extent of

some 105 feet and the proposed field should mot be nesrer than 60 feet to Fremont
8t. Also, considerable grading would be requived along the first base line to
provide & playadle field.

Relative to additional wing fences on the present installatiom, the Park Buresu
would provide labor for installation if the Little League would supply the material
that we specify.

We would not agree to any outfield fence which could not be removed after every
game because of other scheduled uses in the park.

The outfield condition has been bad but is being corrected as rapidly as possible.

Attached are copies of staff comment and a sketch map of the pavk.

Very truly yours,

Superintendent of Parks

HBB:mg
¢c - Hall
Staley



LITTLE LEAGUE BASEDALL AT IRVING PARK

Item X

I do not believe Lhere 13 room for @& second baseball field, The outfields
would overlep, resulting ia confusion and present a safety hasard. It would also
hmumta&utoommﬁ'ﬂumum’h'mm
street. Perhaps some games could be scheduled at Albina which doesn't appear to
be used so heavily.

Item IX

Outfield {5 rough since it was used heavily during wet weather for foote
ball. BEolling with a heavy roller has not been successful in the past; however,
we will order svil and attempt to eliminste the move hesardous holes. Some dirt
can be used around south diemond to elevate area around home plate. However, we
have never worked out a system of soil conditioning whereby & ballfield drained

and dried quickly following wet weather.
Item III

\.\ It would be desirable to extend femces on both diamonds. Lack of money
'ts the only detervent.

Item IV

Ne objection to & fence baing used to stop balls. Should not be semi-

permanent as it would restrict play to younger players only. So should be removed
after each game. Permsnent fence would also increase the amount of maintenance
necessary.

A. Steinle
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March 10, 1970

Mr. Al m. President
Portland Amateur Baseball Assa.
1107 8.W. 4th Avenue

Portland, Oregon 97204

Dear Mr. Davidson:

for
budgeted to be done by the personnel available
that ve can not participate with you at this t

1f you wish the work to be accomplished for this season's

play, it is suggested that you engage one of the fence contractors
to do the work.

Very truly yours,

Superintendent of Parks
HBB:k

Guatafson
Hall
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. Portland Amateur Baseball Xsen.

CITY HALL ANNEX - 1107 S.W. 4TH AVENUE
PCRTLAND, OREGON 97204

March 5, 1970

Mr. Harry B. Buckley
Supt of Parks

1107 SW 4th Avenue
Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Buckley:

The Portland Amateur Baseball Association has
authorized funds to pay for the materials for three (3)
60' wings and dugout enclosures at Irving Park for
fields #1 and #2 used by Northesst Little League.

The P.A.B.A. and Northeast Little League feels
that these improvements are extremely important for both
protection for the youngsters participating in the program,
and spectators, observing the baseball games.

It would be appreciated if these improvements
could 'be made this spring if at all possible,

<
Respefifjlly, /)

Al Davidson - /(_
President

CC: Newell Joy
Ed Jackson

A non-profit corporation dedicated to the development of amateur baseball in cooperation with the Burean of Parks and Recreation,
Ciry of Portland, Oregon
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March 27, 1970
Bureau of Parks

Department of Public Affairs
Commisgioner Francis J. Ivancie
Little League Request

Dear Commissioner Ivancie:

Reference is made to the attached wemorandum from
Boland Hall.

This request from the Commissioner's office will be
taken care of as soon as efficient scheduling will permit
and future vequests will be handled the same way. It
should be kept in mind however that whenm unplanned and
unbudgeted work is done, there will be a corresponding
delay or decrease in some other projeet. In this case
the Delta Park Golf Course, a temnis court and several
other small projects will have to wait or be eliminated.

Unless care is taken it is possible that low priority

work may be done while something more important or of higher
priority is not.

Very truly yours,
Harry B,

Buckley
Superintendent of Parks
By

Assistant Superintendent

ROG:k
Encl.

CC: Hall



March 26, 1970

Director of Operations
Department of Public Affairs
Commissioner Francis J. Ivancie
Little League Request

Dear Commissioner Ivancie:

In refevence to the Little League baseball managers request
for constructing three additional wings on the existing backstops
at Irving Park I wish to point out that although this construction
is desirable the time spent on these additions is subtracted from
previcus committments and the necessary general park maintenance.

The only redeeming facet of this work is that the cost of
materials is paid by the Protland Amateur Baseball Associationm.
The labor is estimated at $550 and equipment costs at $75.

The construction of this femcing will possibly be completed by
the middle of April.

It would be desirable to schedule any future similar
construction until the fall and winter since any loss of time
can delay the construction of the Delta Golf Course and as you
kmow an additional two weeks of work last year would have placed
us a month ahead on the construction this year.

Very truly yours,
Harry B. Buckley
Superintendent of Parks
By

Director of Operations

RBH:k

cC: Staley

Gustafson



From
To
Addressed to

Subject

CITY OF PORTLAND
INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

April 13, 1970

Administrative Assistant
Superintendent of Parks

Mr. Harry B. Buckley

Irvington Community Improvement Program

Dear Mr., Buckley:

The attached report entitled "Irvington Community Improvement
Program" was left by Rod O'Hiser, City Planning Commission, for
comment regarding their approach and answer to the sections relating
to parks and recreation.

Generally, the report is quite comprehensive and does attempt
to give an answer to the needs of the neighborhood.

As indicated on illustrations 18, 22 and 38 the needs are
evident. With the application of the School-Park concept, the
Irvington School site could be transformed into a varied and flexible
recreation program.

Even though the "typical" neighborhood school-park plan for
Irvington is more than adequate, it would be rather difficult to
justify such an elaborate plan at the neighborhood level.

Attention is called to illustration No. 40 and the first and
second paragraph of 40A where projections are made by the ICA which
are definitely contrary to the Park Bureau's projection relating to
swimming pools and Community Centers. Again it would seem illogical
to propose a swimming pool or community center in an area which is
located only a few blocks from Dishman Community Center (Knott St.)
where the latest priority has been honored. That priority being a
regulation sized swimming pool.

As was proposed in the report the thoughts related to establishing
boulevards and parkways seem like a good approach, with minor adjustments.

Very truly yours,

—
—_—

S W

Administrative Assistant

ELE:k
Encl.



PORTLAND CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

424 S.W. MAIN STREET
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204
228-6141 EXT. 296

HERBERT M. CLARK, JR., Chairman
JAMES K. NEILL , Vice Chairman
DALE R. COWEN

DALE F. GILMAN

HAROLD M. GOWING

HERBERT C. HARDY

PHILIP H. MILLER

MILDRED A. SCHWAB

March 17, 1971 MARVIN WITT, JR.

. . LLOYD T. KEEFE, Planning Director
S .- DALE D. CANNADY, Assistant Director

FRANCIS J. IVANCIE, Commissioner, Department of Public Affairs

Mr. Andrew F. Fink, President
Irvington Community Association
P.O. Box 12354

Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Fink:

I have a copy of your announcements to people in the
Irvington neighborhood concerning selection of sites for
the mini-parks. As a matter of procedure, you should be
informed that the establishment of new parks comes under
provisions of the Portland Zoning Code. Accordingly, it
might be wise for you to submit to the Planning Commission
the various sites which you deem to be possibilities before
making a final selection. By this cooperation we can smooth

the way at the time the mini-parks are up for official
approval.

It had been my hope that, in accordance with the
comprehensive plan which we have prepared for Irvington,
the people would have chosen to enlarge the Irvington School
site. I think that this still must be done; however, I do
appreciate the desire to have space for play off the streets
in several locations in the neighborhood.

I shall be pleased to meet with you to consider your
mini-park program when you are ready.

Sincerely yours,

vgé;>&7//)7/jéi;f .

Lloyd T. Keefe
Planning Director

HEGEIVED
LTK/mm e Wwig |
MAR 2 21871
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PUR .0 RECREATIONS
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DEPARTMENT OF
PuBLIC AFFAIRS

FRANCIS J. IVANCIE
COMMISSIONER

CitYy OF PORTLAND
OREGON

March 23, 1971

Mr. Walter Bridges, President R e THOE
Northeast Little League
1130 NE Fremont Street
Portland, Oregon 97212

Dear Mr. Bridges:

Thank you for your letter of February 24 regarding
the desire of the Northeast Little League to build a con-
cession building in Irving Park.

While I understand your need, and certainly appreci-
ate the public spirit involved in your offer to provide
the building yourselves, I regret that it has been the
policy of the Park Bureau for many vears to keep such
installations of a temporary nature. This policy evolved
from many and varied experiences which made it almost
mandatory.

I do hope that you will be able to modify your pro-
rosal somewhat so that it will meet with the approval of
the Park Bureau. I am certain that Mr. Robert Gustafson
would be helpful in working out a compromise. It could
be that a permanent structure could be worked out that
would be for public use with only a locked storage area
for the Little League, or, of course, a temporary struc-
ture, as suggested by Mr. Buckley.

Again I wish to express my appreciation for your
understanding of our fiscal matters and your interest in
the park. We will try to help the Little League in any
way we can. It is truly an outstanding program with far-
reaching results - all good, as you know.

Sincerely yours
7

W / (/W’
camxssmg;m PUBLIC AFFAIRS

FJI:1 - é
CC: LMr. Gustafson /(/



February 26, 1971
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February 25, 1971

Bureau of Parks
Superintendent of Parks

Harry B. Duckley

fequest of Walter Bridges of Northeast Little League to

construct @& permanent type concession building at Irving
Yark

Dear Mr. Buckley:

lu reference to the letter from Mr. Walter Bridges,
the rresident of the Northeast Little League, wherein he
has requested perwmission to construct a permanent type
concession building at Irving Park, I must exvress my
opposition to thie proposal since it deviates from the
past policy of not allowing concession structures that
are not readily moveable.

A8 you konow, permanent scructures are a continmual
target of vandals and this building will be no exception,

{ shall therefore reconmend that if any concession
structure is allowed, it must be portable in nature and
in addition this bullding must be removed from the park
when not in use.

Very truly yours,
Director of Maintenance

Hra

ce = Wm. Owens
Davis



February 24, 1971

Mr. Harry Buckley, Superintendent
Park Bureau, City of Portland
1107 S. W. 4th Avenue

Portland, DOregon

Dear Sir:

The Northeast Portland Little League, which has conducted an extensive
baseball program at Irving Park for many years, is in urgent need of a
small concession and storage building at the park.

Since we are aware of the many demands on the limited funds which you
have available for park improvement, and having been self supporting
since our incorporation in 1952, we are willing to provide the necessary
money, labor and materials to erect this building, There will be no cost
to the park department initially, or in future upkeep.

The building we have designed will be a cement block structure, using
first class materials throughout, and will conform to all codes. Paans
will be cleared through City Hall before construction starts.

Our preliminary plan is attached for your use. We feel, as citizens of
the Irvington area, that this building will be a valuable addition to
the park facilities and will benefit the users of the park for many
years.

Since our 1971 season is rapidly approaching, we ars anxious to begin
construction and request your prompt consideration and approval of this
project.

Very truly yeours,

NSl ﬁfi’/:asf{iﬁ‘r
Walter Bridges
President

Northeast Little League

1130 N. E. Fremont St. o g h {15 \\”/ E @
Portland, Oregon o W) e 5 1Y)

BUREAU OF PARKS &
PURLIC RECREATIONS
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From
To
Addressed to

Subject

CITY OF PORTLAND
INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

January 13, 1972
Roland B. Hall, Director of Operations
Superintendent of Parks
Mr.. Dale R. Christiansen

Irving Park

Dear Dale,

The recent display of the proposed changes to Irving Park
indicated both good and bad features with those on the plus

side such thingsas lighting, paved paths and basketball
court areas,

The disruptive feature is the indicated parking area parallel
to N.E. 7th Avenue to be constructed in an area of mature

shade trees. This parking area will not only obliterate trees
and ruin the appearance of the park it will also discharge
vehicles into a heavily traveled street within a short distance
of a controlled intersection.

If parking is needed it should be adjacent to the ballfields
along 1llth Avenue and this can be accomplished by acquiring
those residences directly adjacent to the park. This acqui-
sition will solve the parking problem and allow direct access
to 1lth Street and the residential area to the east.

Do not allow so-called improvements create more problems.

Yours truly,

Ro. and B. Hall
Director of Operations

RBH/3jh

Y



IRVING -PARK REPOR T

IRVING PARK DESIGN COMMITTEE

As many of you know, last summer lrving
Park had snadequate staff and program ex-
cept for volunteers worklng with the Read-
ing Tree. After a fire in the park build-
ing destroyed many of the Reading Tree's
books, our forgotten park finally received
some attention., A long article in the
Oregonian and a '"coffee!! with Neil
Goldschmidt brought the problems in Irving
Park to the attention of the public., At
this ''coffee'', at area resident Jane
Quinlin's home, at least forty residents
met with park officials, police department
community relations officers and Mr,
Goldschmidt to discuss what could be done
to present similar problems from occurring
in 1972, We met the new park director, and
were assured that next year's director
would conduct a program in lrving Park
similar to what other Portland Parks have,
and that area residents could be involved
in planning. A meeting shortly after this

one at the home of area resident, Harriet
Levi, resulted in the 1971 parks' program
being extended two extra weeks, and a

happening'' in the park in late August.
This '"happening'' brought out 200 to 300
residents to the park to picnic, listen
to music, and offer their ideas about
what they wanted to have happen in our
park in the future, These ideas were
used by the Park Committee in forming the
final park plan,

Irvington Community Association President,
Andy Fink, appointed Herb Amerson to

chair a committee to implement change in
Irving Park, On October 12 this committee
submitted a proposal to the Portland
Development Commission (PDC) to use
Neighborhood Development Program (NDP)
funds to improve the park,

On November 23, PDC brought together
architects and citizens, The firm was
contracted to redesign the park and the
committee, architects, and PDC have been
working together with the cooperation of
the Parks Department to produce the plan
that is reproduced on the backside of this
newsletter,

NEXT MEETING

The Irving Park Design Committee, Herb
Amerson, Harriet Levi, Jan Quinlin, Mary
Stillwell, Jim Sumner, Marion Scott, and
Betty Walker, welcomes all of you to
participate in the decisions affecting
your park, Our next meeting will be
Friday, February 4th at 12:30, at the
NDO office next to Tradewell on 15th

and Fremont.

PROGRAM AND PERSONNEL

Last Thursday evening ten residents of
Irvington and Sabin met with Dorothea
Lensch, Director of recreation for the
city, to discuss Irving Park program and
personnel for the summer of 1972, Ve
were pleased to learn that a park co-
ordinator would be hired to work out of
irving Park, The new co-ordinator will
be responsible for outlining programs

and activities within the park, supervis-
ing park bureau and auxiliary personnel,
and involving and informing the community
of park programs and facilities through-
out the city. Special emphasis will be
placed on active correlation with the
many fine facilities at the Matt Dishman
Center.

Hopefully, strong volunteer corps of
neighborhood residents will be utilized
in working with the Reading Tree, trans-
portation to other areas, supervision
and special programming.

Qur dedicated Northeast Little League
organization, under the direction of Herb
Chilton, President, will be ready for
another season of organnzed baseball on
two new Little League diamonds,

TRUCKIN, the creative mobile unit of
small equipment, parachutes and plastic
inflatable toys will again be scheduled
for visits to Irving Park this summer,

"IRVINGTON RACE TRACK'

Many long time area residents will, no
doubt, recall the day when our present
Irving Park was a small portion of an
active, privately owned, horse racing
facility. From the late 1800's until
the early 1900's when betting was made
illegal, the track property extended
over a broad expanse from Fremont to
Thompson and from 7th to l4th Streets
with a large stand of Poplar trees
outlining the north end of the area,
Irvington Sehooi was just beyond the
southern end of the turf,

The city acquired the northwest corner
of the abandoned race track property in
1920 for use as a city park, At this
time, it was renamed Irving Park after
Captain William Irving, a prominent
Oregon pioneer,
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$80,000 First phase 1edLra! grant'to develop lrving Park will result in.many new changes

A -
and additions by July '9/2 - .
§odne ’

The First phase of developmed? !hd!udes an add;trana1 Little League basebail diamond, both '
cinder Joqglng and paved paths whrough ‘the park, 90 new light fixtures, playground equip-
ment, a ''tot lot" for- pre 5choolers ‘new facilities for basketba!l vol!eybail, rolier
shahinq and more,

1 LS

Phase two .of the d6veTcpmént -scheduled to be completed in 1973, will include parking
facilities, enclosing one Basketbali court with handball *o;rrc'a‘onq the outside walls
further improvements and jradrnq of the three baseball dzomqnds a fountain, more play-
ground equipment and picnic flacil#ties, checkers tables, res Grfacing of the’ tennus ‘courts,
and many other new, exciting features, Members of the comm!tt4e are visiting area schools
to discuss the pians with the children and to incorporate their ideas into the design.

The park is being designed by thekandscape Architects, Mitchell, Méﬁﬁfﬁ&r Gardner and
0 'Kane Associates. They are striving to maintain the natural beauty of our park Whl!m!
LAD*W”:“Q ‘the facnl ties to. prov;de special linterest areas for ali aqes Qf children’ and

2
e & L. : coed

This newsletter was prepared for the Irving Park Design Committee by Harriet Levi and
Jane Guinlin, If anyone wishes to voice approval or disapproval of any aspects of "the
plar or to make suggestions, please call Harriet Levi, 287-6653; Jane Quiniin, 28}.1652 ¥
or Betty Walker, 281-1768, s, o s
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2. ﬁ.mﬂmm-ﬁl—-ﬂh.m-‘*
fences to eliminate band trimming.

3 mwmm:&u,ﬂﬂﬂum.
m.“.W-ﬂﬁulﬁnumm
mumwmumm-mum.

4. Spece groups of trees and/er shrubs far enough epart to
Mﬁmmﬂ.hm—hﬂ"b.



Irving Park Design
.wz-

February 29, 1972

H

Plan all voade, walks, entrances and vaups wide enough to
comfortably accommodate equipment.
10. Keap lawn areas clear of umecassary obetructions. Minimize
Sincerely,
Bluard L. Gpickson
Administrative Assistant

the use of fussy flower beds and shrub plantings in order to achieve

2.
a continuwous mowing pattern.

Please feel free to contact me for any further esplaination.
EL3:k

Ivancie

Ball

Amerson Johnson



REGEIVED
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES No..........---m-mom=n

HEALTH DIVISION

STATE OFFICE BUILDING ® 1400 S.W. 5th AVENUE ® PORTLAND, OREGON ® 97201

i

TOM McCALL fereh & e
GOVERNOR

MARVA GRAHAM
Administrator ¥r. Michael ¥hitmore

EDWARD PRESS, M.D. Mitchell, McArthur, Gardaner, O'Kane Assoc.

Deputy Administrator

_an . 813 8. ¥, Alder
Public Health Officer F I]m‘ msm 97&5
Re: SP - Portland
Dear Mr. Whitmore: Irving Park Spray Pool

We have examined your preliminary plans for the spray pool/fountain
proposed for Irving Park at N. E. 7th and Freemont in Portland, and
submit the following comments:

1. Ue note that there will be two separate spray asreas snd that
the water will be recirculated. We presume that the water
will bde sprayed, but not allowed to pool in the low areas.

2. In addition to heing circulated, the water mst be filtered
and chlorinated. Possidly some mesns of warming the water
may be desirable also.

3« Controls must be provided so that each section cam be oper-
ated separately.

k. A sump must be provided on the suction side of the pump( s)
8o as to permit the recirdulation pump to operate efficiently.

S5« The slope of the slab must de sufficient to provide good drain-
age to the drains but not so ateep as to create hazards from
Blipp‘ins.

6. The surface finish of the elab and walkwaye must be non=slip
and also must be easy to clean.

7. There must be a fence around both pocls to keep out dogs.
8. Tollet facilities must by provided nearby.

9« There should be a concrete walkway or deck around each of the
Spray areas.

GOPY

Telephone: Area Code 503 — 229.5599 — 24 Hours a Day

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 231, Portland, Oregon 97207
S-27 Rev. 8-71



Re: BP - Portland
Irving Park Spray Pool -2 - March 2, 1972

10, The use of barvkdust, gravel, sand or any other loose ground cover
should be avoided within the fenced ares.

1l. B8igns ﬁ&r«oting'umm to follow good practices of hygiene and safety
_must be posted at the entrance gates.

12. Piping to supply fresh water for the facilities must not be inter-
connected with the recirculation systems City water cam be sprayed
onto the spray area if the spray heads are installed sbove the level
of the deck, or the city woter can be admitted to the sump through
an airgapped, over»theerim fillspont.

13, The backwssh wastewater {rom the filter must be airgapped &t the
point where it disxcharges to the sanitary sewer,

. Final plens muet be submitted for our review prior to construction.
Ve trust thet these comments will be of sasistance to you.

Very truly yours,

Ae Ds '3%0;
Senior Sonitasry Enginmeer
ADSirrs Public Henlth Engineering

¢as  Jim MoAllister, County Health Servicea, 104 S. ¥W. S5th, Portland 97004

cos George Wallace, City of Portlend, Buresu of Buildings, 1220 8, ¥W. Sth, Portland
s (31‘&3‘ of m’-mdg Perk M&l, 1107 8. V. “tﬁ Avenue, Portland 9730'&

cetr  Distriot Office
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April 14, 1972

Mr. Don Peake, Chairman

Northeast Portland Rotary Youth Committee
Peake Industries, Incorporated

2122 N.E, Sandy Boulevard

Portland, Oregon 97232

Dear Mr. Peake:

I recently talked to Ray Conkling about the possibility of the
Northeast Portland Rotary Club assisting in funding the Reading Tree
Program in Irving Park. Ray suggested that I write to you in your
capacity as Chairman of the Club's Youth Committee.

The "Reading Tree" is & commmity program that provides reading
training for hundreds of children in Irving Park, Staffed by the
commmity and equipped with hundreds of donated books, the program
completed a very successful year in 1971. In order to carry on the
program during 1972 $1,500 was needed. To date generous citizens
and organizations have donated §1,100 for the program in amounts from
$100 to $300. We felt the service organizations in the northeast ares

should also have an opportunity to assist this excellent program;

hence our request to Northeast Rotary for $200. An appropriate press
release acknowledging the support given the program will be made upon
reaching our goal. Your club's support would be greatly appreciated

by all the children that will benefit from the "Reading Tree."
Incidentally individual contributions are tax deductible and checks
should be made out to City of Portland-Trustee Account for Reading Tree.

Sincull)r.

Superintendent of Parks
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From
To
Addressed to

Subject

CITY OF PORTLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

(NOT FOR MAILING)

July 27, 1972
Pat Bell

Dale Christiansen

~ T e

Lighting at Irving Park

This morning we received a call from Mr. Howard Glen,

3132 NE 9th, Phone 282-4189, concerning lights not work-
ing in Irving Park.

He advised that although he had called the Park Bureau
Maintenance several times, the light by the rest room
and the light by the "Jungle Gym" were still not working
and that these were very troublesome areas.

He evidently has been trying to give some assistance to
troublesome events taking place across from his residence
at the 9th and Siskiyou entrance of the park. He said the
light at that location had not been working for three or
four months --- that it had been broken, had been re-
paired, but still is not working.

Would you please personally see that this matter is

taken care of properly and, if possible that Mr. Glen
is thanked and reassured by phone?

Thanks. /

Pat Bell
ad

G|

BEGEIVED

JUL 281372
BURER 1iF PARKS &

PUB.iC . CREATIONS
No.__.

S s s



July 20, 1972

Mr. L. F. Newlands, President
Rotary Club of East Portland
11808 S.W. Riverwood Road
Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Newlands:

I want to extend a somewhat belated but sincere vote
of gratitude to the Foundation of Rotary Club of East
Portland for the $200 donation for the Reading Tree Program.
The program is underway at Irving Park and I am sure that
Ann James or Mrs. Hertzog would welcome & visit from any
of the contributors that have made the program mossible.

I found my visit most gratifving.

Again thanks,

Superintendent of Parks

DRC:k
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RECEIVE
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We enclose our check in the amount of $200.00
representing donation from the Foundation of Rotary Ciub

of East Portland for the Reading Tree Program.

We trust this check wili be of value toward

this program.

Sincerely,

FOUNDATION OF ROTARY CLUB OF EAST PORTLAND

LFN/els

Enclosure
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SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO URBAN RENEWAL PLAN
FOR
IRVINGTON NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT aﬂ‘f\ﬁg‘.
(ORE. A-5-2)

The Urban-Renewal Plan for the Irvington Neighborhood Development Project

approved b;ﬁfEE:City of Portland by Resolution No., 30662 adopted on March &4,
1970, as supplemented by Resolution No. 30798 adopted on September 23, 1970,
is hereby further supplemented as follows:

1. Section C, Subsection 3.c.(2) is hereby supplemented by adding a
paragraph thereto to read as folliows:

Small scattered parks designed to serve their immediate vicinity and
described as mini-parks may be established. The standards for establishing
location, size, and use of mini-parks are as follows: (a) location to be
appropriate to neighborhood need, acceptance, and physical conditions; (b)
size to be, except in special circumstances, generally, a minimum of 10,000
square feet and a maximum of 30,000 square feet; (c) use will be primarily
directed toward young children and older residents. The location, size, and
use of mini-parks to serve the Project Area will be established only after
further planning and consultation with the City Park Bureau and residents of
the neighborhood.

2. Section D, Subsection 2.c. is hereby supplemented by adding a sub-
paragraph thereto to be designated, entitled, and to read as follows:

*(2) Irvington Mini-Park No. 1.

The properties identified on the frvington Area Mini-Park
No. Y Property Map (Exhibit D) will be acquired and cleared
for redevelopment as a mini-park within the Project Area.

Such properties comprise the area bounded generally as follows:



That portion of Block 106, West irvington Addition, located
in the City of Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon, more parti-
cularly described as follows:

Beginning at the Northeast corner of said Block 106, thence

West along the North line of said Block 100 feet to the North-

west corner of Lot 1; thence South, along the West line of
~tots | and 2 a distance of 100 feet to the Southwest corner

of Lot 2; thence East along the South line of Lot 2 a distance

of 100 feet to the East line of Block 106; thence North along

the East line of Block 106 a distance of 100 feet to the

point of beginning;

P

and include the following described parcels of real property

Parcel No. Legal Description
106-1 Lot 1, Block 106, West Irvington
106-2 Lot 2, Block 106, West lIrvington

3. The Urban Renewal Plan is hereby supplemented by appending thereto
an exhibit to be designated and entitled "Exhibit D - Irvington Area Mini-

Park No. | Property Map."

Page 2 - SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO URBAN RENEWAL PLAN FOR
tRVINGTON NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
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August 15, 1972

Mr. Jim Bobertson, Chief Engineering
Portlend Development Commissiom

1700 S.W. 4th

Portland, Oregon 97201

Dear Jim:
RE: @:&mm
& Supports
I have been approached by Mr. Al Dixon, a representative from
the Game Time Inc., vequesting an approval to one of their basketball
and

standavds backboards as an equal to the one specified in the
specifications for Irving Park under the Phase-I Contract.

Inasmuch as the one specified in the specifications is mounted
on a double support, it would be wumfair to jwige ome better or
stronger than the other. It would seem better to evaluate the
standards on the basis of wvhether one or the other would not be
satisfactory. I would have to agree that either one would be
satisfactory and that Game Time's Basketball Post Extension No. 460
with Backboard No. 441 is considered an equal.

I have requested from and been assured by Mr. Dixon that the
outside corners of the backboard net support plate be rounded off at
the time of installation at no extra cost to the City of Portland or
Portland Development Commission. I have also beem assuved by Mr.
Dixon that the price of these basketball standards and backboards
will not exceed the original bid price.

Sincerely,

Dale R. Christiansen
Superintendent of Parks
By

Bdward L. Brickson, Administrative Assistant
ELi:k
€C: 1Ivancie, Ball
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Juvenile Arson

FIRE REPORT #

OFFICE of FIRE MARSHAL PR

o)

;;ﬁuf%:dD FIRE PREVENTION DIVISION

31 TY F PORTLAND
1972 b Rl

D &
.1iONS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INVESTIGAT!

T e

DATE May 13, 1972 DAY OF WEEK Saturday

1.
2.
3.
L,

prl B

) -

ON REPORT

TIME___10:47 AM

LOCATION OF FIRE N. E. 7th & Fremont

Use of Premises #TRVING PAﬁ%§\

N—

Description of Premises caretakers building

15 x 25, type 3

Occupant

Phone

Owner CITY OF PORTLAND PARK BUREAU

Location and Activities Prior to Fire

10,

1

Insurance Information

Person Discovering Fire

Weather Conditions Affecting Fire

Estimate of Time Fire Burned Before Discovery:

5 minutes

Photographs Taken ves.. DRM

. .Evidence and Disposition of Same

12.

Deaths = Civilian Injuries

13,
14,
15.
16.
17.

Coroner Called By

Officer in Charge of Fire Captain TUCKER,

E-1L

Should Investigation Be Continued?

Estimated Value of Building $3,000

Contents

Contents

Estimated Loss to Building $ 50

FMO 9H

DONALD R. MURPHY
FIRE INVESTIGATOR
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DATE OF REPORT

LOCATION

FMO 9H

FIRE REPORT # 72-3439
FIRE PREVENTION DIVISION

City of Portland

>

May 13, 1972 _ ‘Page #2
7 N. E. Fremont DATE OF FIRE  May 13, 1972  Fire #3439
Irving Park 10:42 A.M.

Caretakers Building

SUMMARY

The cause of this fire was juvenile arson, again occurring in Irving
Park, involving the caretakers building.

NARRAT I VE

Responded to this fire after clearing from a false alarm at Union and
Killingsworth, and took photos of this fire. The paper debris from

a garbage can had been dumped against the north wall of the structure,
outside of the building, and set on fire.

A small Negro boy said that he saw who set the fire, and then changed
his story to say that his sister had seen who set the fire. He led
Investigator PETRUZZELL! and me through [rving Park to the ball park
diamond, where a-baseball game was in progress. He pointed out a
Negro male who was sitting on the grass as the suspect.

We talked to the alleged fire setter for about five minutes, and he
denied having anything to do with the fire; he seemed very truthful,
and he was alibied by several young children with him.

The suspect then said that he had heard that somebody eise by the name
of MICHAEL and STEPHANIE, a brother and sister who go to Boise School,
saw who set the fire, and that it was two boys, who then ran west
across 7th Street,.

In other words, there are no suspects in this fire.

DONALD C, MURPHY

INVESTIGATING OFFICER
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December 1, 1972

Mr. Herb Chilton
2943 N. EB. 16th Avenue
Portland, Ovegon 97212

Dear Mr. Chilton:

One of the basic responsibilities of the Bureau of Parks is to review every
request for its impact on the bureaus total ability to continue to serve the
park and recreation needs of the City as a whole.

Unfortunately, your request that we make an exception to our policy of not
allowing the construction of permanent facilities to house the needs of special-
interest groups would make it impossible for us to deny similar privileges to
any group or organization that made a similar request city-wide, Such a situa-
tion could jeopardize the entire system of parks we enjoy in Portland., Con-
sequently, your request must be demnied.

Sincerely,

Dale R. Christiansen
Superintendent of Parks

DRC.d
be- Bill Owens and Roland Hall

)



November 26, 1972

Mr, Dale Christiansen
Superintendent of Public Parks and Recreation
Portland, Oregon

Dear Mr. Christiansen:

This is to request that the permanent storage building included in
the proposed Irving Park improvement program be approved by the Park
Bureau. o :

The Irving Park Committee met on November 6th to vote on the prior-
ities of Phase III at Irving Park, which entails the use of federal
funds for the park improvements. The committee voted to use some of
the remaining funds for the storage building. The construction of
the permanent building will give the residents of the area addition-
gl rest room facilities and an area for concessions that will be of
benefit to the community.

Northeast Little League has no place to store any equipment, which
necessitates needless effort by the people involved to carry on a
good program. The existing rest rooms have, by their location, pre-
sented & real problem, with numerous incidents occurring when not
supervised by a park director.

The proposed storage structure can be a valuable aid, not only to the
mere that two hundred boys and their families involved in our program,
but also to other community groups which may want to use it. For
example, the Reading Tree program has been severely hampered by lack

of storage. This facility would greatly assist that worthwhile pro-
grem.

With the construction of the new ninety foot diamond at the park, this
permanent structure can prove very desireable, especially if the field
is used later on for night baseball.

ie are aware of the Park Bureau policy of not building permanent struct-
ures in the city parks. However, we feel that Irving Park is a special
case, in that it is the focal center of a comuunity-wide improvement
program designed to alleviate same of the problems peculiar to the Irv-

ington area., We therefore reocuest your consideration and approval of
this request,

We can assure you that this permanent building is vital to our program
and to the community,

Very truly yours, .

/! Vu\ /ﬁm

Herb Chilton, President o) e W T T
Northeast Little League ) i_.:'?:» {Gj' e ” \W _ "
NOV 28 1672

BUREAU OF PARKS &
PUBLIC RECREATIONS

No.... . ..

£ e o o s i B s
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Officials hail stqrt
of Irving project

City officials and residents
of the Irvington Model Ci-
ties neighborood ‘gathered at
Irving Park Friday morning
to mark the beginning of an
extensive rehabilitation of
the. community recreation
area,

On hand were City Com-
missioner Francis Ivancije
and John Griffith, chairman
of the Portland Development
Commission, who congratu-
lated the Irvington Commun-
ity Association for its work
in pre-planning park im-

Provements.
Phase one of the project,
begun this weck, involves

construction of a children’s
play area and pew basket-

ball facilities. Other im-

provements include regrad-
ing of the basebal] area for
two small diamonds and one
regulation size baseball dia-
mond, including the installa~
tion of backstops and a
drainage system.

Contractors for the first
phase, (o be completed with-
in 90 days, are Clear Con-
struction Co., Portland and
H.W. Craig, West Linn. _

Planners and landscape
architects Mitchell McArthur
Gardner 0’Kane and Asso-
ciates were contracted
through the PDC to work
with residents and the Bu-
reau of Parks on the pro-
ject.

Also present Friday were
Herbert Amerson, chairman
of the Irving Park Commit-
tee; Dale Christianson, Park
Bureau Superintendent, and
John  Kenward, executive
director of the PDC.

Planned phase two pro-
jects call for a covered shel-
ter over one basketball
court, renovation of tennis
courts, additional ' creative
play equipment for grade
school- - age children, walk-
ways- and  miscellaneous _
park furniture. ‘



Fey’s Gossiy
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e BY L. Gregory

Sporty Editor, The Oregonian

Precious little enthusiasm in any of the exchanges
we've glanced at over the Jimmy Ellis WBA heavyweight
championship from that stand-at-a-distance, no knockdown,
no action, almost no punching affair with Jerry Quarry.
Best descriptive line, by Arthur Daley in New York Times,
after comparing it with a half-mythical ‘horror fight” of
long ago between two coun-
terpunchers, Sid Terrfs aqd$
Benny Valgar. Terris ! ;
threw two punches in ten L. "~
rounds, hence in the news- :
paper account was tagged i
a 2-1 winner over Valgar, i
who threw only one. Daley *
observes, ‘“The Ellis-Quar-
ry waltz wasn't quite that ;3
bad. But it sure was a &
study in controlled paci-
fism.” ;

Quarry himself in a ;
pre-fight comment on Ellis’ %
style against Oscar Bona- |
vena, whom he knocked
down twice, made the
prophetic comment of the
year: He (ENis) looked at CHARLES P. KEYSER
times as if he wanted out Where Irvington Track Was
of the ring.” Just perfect, if Quarry had added that in their
own confrontation he himself several times looked the same.

One thing the fight certainly hasn’t done is generate
any strong feeling for Ellis, for on his Oakland showing:
(and one has a right to judge him from that) he won’t take
any chances at all, and what kind of champion is that?
Conversely, it has added immensely to the prestige of Joe
Frazier, earlier ranked by the WBA only No. 9. He comes
tearing in, Jack Dempsey style, to lick or get licked, taking
chances that would make Ellis’ manager, Angelo Dundee,
turn ashen. But that’s the kind of champion folks flock to,
never to a safety-first man.

* * *x *

Thanks to Charles P, Keyser, retired superintendent of
city parks, we have a complete answer for George Pen-
keth, 5711 NE 24th, who was wondering just where the
old-time Irvington race track stood in the Irvington area,
and also about Emerinus Versteeg’s brickyard. Mr. Keyser
tells it in minute detail, and where he ends Dr. Collie
Wheeler takes on, .

“The Versteeg brickyard is now covered by the U.S.
Grant athletic field,” Mr. Keyser relates,” with its bow! and
quarter mile track énclosing the field. This property was
acquired by the city for Park purposes about 1920 in a
combination development with the School Board — a
40-acre acquisition enclosed by NE 33rd Ave., NE Brazee,
NE 37th Ave. and NE Tillamook. Immediately north of the
brick yard was a 15-acre tract covered with second-growth
forest trees, owned by Dr. B. E. Wright, a well-known
_advertising dentist. The School Board, Mr. Woodward,
chairman, bought the Wright property and deeded it to the

city. Then the city deeded back ten acres to the School |
Board, and platted four marginal acres to the east and |

south into abutting lots and streets. Both Versteeg and
Wright properties fronted on NE 33rd.

““The city in the same program of developing the Park
system acquired 15 acres in the northwest corner of the

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1)
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(Continued from Page 1)

Irving donation land claim which had theretofore been
covered by the Irvington subdivision of lots and blocks,
separated from Albina by NE 7th and bounded on the north
by Fremont and on the east by NE 24th. The east and west
long axis of the Irving race track was parallel with
Fremont. Some of the Lombardy poplars that surrounded
the oval were still there to outline the track at its west end
when the property was transformed into a neighborhood
park named Irving. i

“Qur dealings in this case were with Capt. E. W.
Spencer, owner of a river steamboard, ex-chief of police
and one of Portland’s most notable sports in his day. He
was the son-in-law of Mr. Irving, the pioneer original owner
of the donation land claim. His name also was attached to
the Irving dock on the Albina water front. '

* * * *

“Incidentally, the Park department took over four aban-
doned race tracks in its acquisition program of the bond
issues of 1907 and 1919. The first was Liverpool Liz's
quarter mile track at Albina Ave, and Ainsworth. The
second was the City View track in what is now Sellwood
Park. The third was above-mentioned Irving (the western
one-third, more or less). Fourth was the Rose City 1-mile
tract, now occupied by first nine of Rose City golf course.

“Glad somebody cares to know!”’

Dr. Collie Wheeler lived as a boy near the Irvington
track and not far from Emerinus Versteeg's famous brick-
yard. He locates the Irvington track in the middle of area
bounded by NE T7th and 14th avenues and NE Thompson
and Fremont streets. The Irvington school in this area,
near Thompson, was just outside the track. East of NE
33rd was a forested area where folks sometimes chopped
down Christmas’ trees, and one summer a hot forest fire
broke out-and the neighborhood kids helped fight it to save
new houses and Irvington Tennis clubhouse to the west,

“One of my most vivid recollections,” he says ‘‘was
perching on top of the Irvington track east boundary fence
along NE 14th Ave., then a dirt country road, when Barney
Oldfield in his big Benz car put on an exhibition mile speed
dash. How scared we were when apparently he headed
straight for the fence! He did the mile in 55 seconds, a mew
world’s mile record on dirt.”




Ry ROBLEKT LANDAULR
ot The Qregonan stelt
O July 20 almost four
years after iL was the scene

of two nights of violen ce, 1490
arrests  in racial - disturb-

n and 25 fircbombings.
Irving Park was the site of a
book burning.

Although unpublicized at
the time, the arson {ire in the
park’s brick building wuas
noteworthy event in at least
two respects:

— It killed the Reading
Trec, an inspired, unusually
successful  volunteer  pro-
cram which guve away some
5.000 books in its two-month
lifespan. and offered 100-150
free reading lessons a day o
children and adults.

—Its aftermath highlighted
what Irvington residents and
several city recreation direc-
tors contend has been the
virtual abandonment of Irv-
ing Park and the community
it 1s supposed to serve by the
Recreation Division of the
Portland Bureau of Parks.

Area residents are unrem-
ittiag in the list of problems
and failures they associate
with the park, 12 acres
bounded roughly by NE 7th
and 1lth avenues and NE
Fremont and Fargo streets.

They assert the park has a
potential clientele that needs
recreation services badly.
The area abounds with low-
income families whose chil-
dren spend the summer on
the streets rather than at
caraps or other vacation re-
treats.

Many families have only
one parent — usually work-
ing. Where there are two
parents, both often work out-
side  the home, leaving
youngsters to fend for them-
selves.

The potential users include
numerous teenage youths
who cant find work in this
tight job market, and whose
parents don’t have the eco-
nomic or sacial clout to land

summer employment for
their bored and restless
sons.

‘Pull’ necded
“n this depressed market,
youo need puil (o pet o joh
said M Hison Beleher, a

neidhborhowd mnther and
commniity setivii U The
Cieenape viths)y e mee
Ride, it N staduee
cronndan ey become

pi bbb

FI
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RUSH HOUR -— Sparse attendance at Irving Park
last week during normal peak traffic period attest to

park noted that recently, af-
ter an episode of vandalism,
itwo recreation directors and
three Neighborhood Youth

Corps workers were left
wi il ot for tweo
weeks, in s of or
help to Pa Bureau man-
agement.

mments regarding Park
au programs at Irving

Bur
are
ment.

“There’s not a thing hap-
pening in that park,” assert-
ed James Sumner, former
president of the Irvington
School PTA, a Little League
agivist, and past vioe presi-
dept of the Irvington Com-
manity Association (ICA).”

"Two blocks away, at 9th
afid Knott, there's a basket
badl hoop on a post,”" re-
marked  Herb  Amerson, 2
teivphone  company
tive who Ih i
bovhood and participates in
e aciivee Y ! 1
N e aetive e sum
AT pEngee ey cun by the K-
hennelves o that hoop than
AT i Pk Burean
B ooinge g levine

unanimous and vzhe- |

closed, Mrs. Herzog said her
calls to Ivancie were finally
returned.

“T told his secretary he
was calling too late, that we
would not sfart the program
unless the Park Burecau had
some activities in the park,”
she said.

T We have 12 steril @
iacres,” remurked Mrs. Vir-
ginia Norton, also a neigh-
borhood resident, “We have
a park that is a problem, and
we don’t have any place in
the city that needs a good
park like the Irvington
arsa,” continued the ICA
volunteer. “It will take ac-
tivities to bring people. This
is Ivancie’s hotspot, and he

should have been interes-
teed.”

The Tist of complaine: s
leng and tatks with Park

Burcaw recreation persoaac!

Statt Phots by Jim Vincenl

citizens' complaints, which siress that park has few
programs, has been fcreoﬁ'en by Park Bureau.

supported them. &M v

A recreation directort at
another park summed up a
view whose only dissenters
were {op management of the
Park Buresu itself. His as-
ment: ““there’s no pro-
n, no plans for a pro
am, no coordinalion. na
supervision and  evaluation
of the staff — and there's no
Interest.”

Everett Leisure, 2735 NE

Riot probe ordered

BOISE — Idaho Gov. Cecil
Andrus has named a seven-
member committee to look
into the causes of the riot at
the 1daho State Prison Tues-
dayv. He is asking the group
foomeet Mondayv af the state

fow e

I9th Ave., has observed ths
park closely during the six
years he has been a pillar of
the Northeast Little League
(this year’s state champ-
ions) which uses space at the
paik.
Leader needed
s park requires the
best person they’ve pot. He's
got to be a real leader und a
diplomat and a gentleman
wha can lead by example
and in every other way.

“It will be a tough grind
and tough t> handle. It prok-
ably requires staff, more
than one man.

“It probably requires more
people than the size of the
park and the number of kids
would justify statistically.
But it could be justified in
nonbaining o oeond envoon.
eal””

LITTLE USED — Even with temperature
in 90s last week, lrving Park wading pool

Area residents note and
Park Bureau officials con-
cede that summer help ax
opposed to permanent staff
is used at Irving.

The residents say they
want a full time professional,
ainover and a shaker, a pro
gram innovator.

“It’s the programs that
will bring the people and the
more people we have the
fewer problems we'll have,”
said_Mrs. Virginia Norton.
Similar  statements werc
made in varying forms by
most of those interviewed.

Dorothez Lensch, the Park
Bureau's recreation supervi
sor. appeared to sec it differ-
ently wher interviewed Fri
day:

“Program. can only he
built with community ~ sup-
port,” she said. “They (chil-
dren and adults) don’t come
and we wish they would . . .
Give us_two or three years
and it will come back . [ .

The thrust of Miss
Lensch’s  remarks  placed
responsibility on the com-
munity  for  not  rallying
around recreation  director:
to build viable programs.

She o obverved  and com
DY e iy SHpports
Her o ther coent vl
St omnnaiags in il

1

ook burning tied to discontent over 'forgHen' IringPa(k

BY EAR-—"Play it by cor,”
were program instruciions
received last week by new
Irving Park recreation di.
rector Gregory Willioms.,

failed to attract much business. Park
is under-used.

borhood have cut park at-
teadance, scared people off.

Rowever, where Mise
Lensch views the vandalism
as an important reason that
keaps park users away
neighborhoed residents view
the same facts differently.
They appear to feel it is the
boredom and restlessness re-
sulting, in part, from no pro-
grams and poor programe
tha: encourages the night-
time hooliganism.

But to Mrs. Alfred Cald-
well, 3133 NE 9th Ave., who
waitks through the park dai-
ly, the important thing is
thar the park is empty.

“Alter the Reading Tre
program  wus over, it fel:
fike the calm after a torna
do,” said the Nebraska na
tive. “All the life was out of
everything, and it was a des-
ert.”

‘There is no doubt that
there are important prob
lems at Irving Park thart the
Park Burean and community
residents have to discuss.

But it isn't clear if this dia-
logue will ever get off the
ground.

“lrving will hnm, but it
won't il we keep (alking.
aboul  the problems  there
sid Miss | onseh, This 1l
aboni probh’ems has deteansd
we deom the Jirst.”



The area is also heavily
populated with retired peo-
ple, another important group
of potential park users,

Area residents contend —
and are backed up by recre-
ation directors still working
in the Park Bureau — that
Irving Park has had rapid
turnover of directors, that it
was without supervision
from Aug. 2 1o Aug. 9, during
the hottest week of the sum.
mer, and that the Park Bu-
reau has only used summer
help there in spite of the
need for a staff of profes-
sionals who can initiate pro-
grams for all age groups,
and generate use of the park
by area residents.

Irving Park’s newest rec-
reation director, Gregory
Williams, started hig assign-
ment on Monday., Williams,
@ teaching aide at Woodlawn
School with two years’ sum-
mer work in the city’s parks,
Teceived  brief instructions
for his Irving job:

“So far they've just told
m- to play it by ear, because
there usually aren’t enough
kids to get anything going.”

Williams prior assignment
was in Unthank Park, one of
the city’s newest facilities.

Park personnel and resi-
dents agree that the Reading
Tree and Little League, both
Tun by volunteers, are the
only recent successful pro-
gram efforts in the park.

A former employe at the

“The summer program at
ving  consisted of gimp
(plastic coated string that
can be braided),” a former
director at the park said,

“We have felt the Park Bu-
Teau has let ug down., We
feal the city just doesn’t care
about this park,” said Mrys.
Lynn Boatsman, 7242 NE
1th Ave.

Mrs. Donald Herzog and
several other women whose
volunteer efforts built the
Reading Tree program,
agree that it was not the
senseless burning of hup.
dreds of books that closed
the, progran) byt the lack of
other activities for the chil-
dren when they weren’t tak.
ing their own lessons. Also,
the Jack of programs, espe-
ciaily for teenagers, resulted
m occasional harassment of
the young by bored teenag-
ers.

“One can't have a Reading
Tree without other activi-
ties.” Mrs. Herzog said last
week.

Ivancie blasted

“We wers promised by the
Park Depariment that there
would be other programs,
but there as nothing. We
calied Mr. Ivancie (City
Commissioner Francis 7.
Ivancie, who is in charge of
city parks). We call the
Park Breau. | called and
called. Nothing.”

When the program was

S
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