
May 5, 1992 

Timothy Bailey 
4736 SW 38th Pl. 
Portland, Or. 97221 

RECEIVED 

MAY 1 21992 
MAYORS OFFICE 

Dear Mayor Clark and City Commissioners, 

I wanted to thank you and the city of Portland for your 
financial support to the S.E. Uplift Program. I currently finished their 
10 week anti-racism training offered by Guadalupe Guajardo, 
Kathleen Herron, and Cliff Jones. The experience was above and 
beyond my expectations. 

As a white male raised in the West Hills of Portland, where the 
ignorance of racism is endemic, I have finally been given the tools to 
address much of my conditioned racism. Before entering the training 
I feared being condemned and hated for my attitudes, but what I 
found was safety, caring and respect from the leaders and those who 
took part. The three leaders were inspiring in their ability to work 
together to push our awareness. Their strength of perseverance in a 
society that has chosen to ignore the oppression of people of color 1s 
a great source of hope. With the knowledge I gained I'm better 
prepared to confront the issues of racism in the community. 

Following the race riots around this country it should be 
apparent that the issues of inequality and neglect of people of color 
needs to become a central issue for governments. I believe the work 
of Guadalupe, Kathleen and Cliff should not only continue to be 
funded but it is of utmost importance that their teaching be 
expanded! I strongly urge that you invite them to do a workshop 
with you-all, if you haven't already. I guarantee they will give all of 
you some beneficial insights into addressing and solving the 
problems of racism. 

Thanks , 

~ . 

Tim Bailey 

,,., ) 

L _J i 
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Howard N. Dana 
2125 NW Glisan #303 
Portland, OR 97210 

RECEIVED 

MAR 3 0 1992 

MAYORS OFFICE 

Police Chief Potter 
Portland Police Bureau 
1111 SW 2nd 
Portland, OR 97204 

March 27, 1992 

Dear Chief Potter, 

I am writing to express my discontent with a situation currently being handled by the 
Portland City Police Department. It has come to my attention that a group of 
fundamentalist Christians .have been gathering outside the City Nightclub at 1313 NW 13th 
every Friday and Saturday.'night. 

These fundamentalist Christians have been arriving around 10:30 pm when the club opens 
and remain in a group across the street until around 12:30 am. They are there to pray for 
the closure of the club and to try to disrupt its operation. In recent weeks they have set up 
tables of food in an attempt to lure club-goers and homeless people to their side of the 
street. While their numbers started out small, they have recently been bringing in bus loads 
of people to stage their demonstration. 

I have no problem with the rights of a group to rally around a cause which they feel 
strongly about. I do, however, have a problem with the very real possibility that violent 
acts will be promoted by what this group is doing. It is no secret that at least half of the 
City Nightclub's clientele is gay/lesbian/bisexually oriented. The City Nightclub offers a fun 
and comfortable place for young people to express their different lifestyles. This is the main 
reason the Christian group is staging its protest. These young people, by virtue of their 
sexual orientation, are often victims of society's homophobia which manifests itself in 
violence against gay and supposedly-gay people. By attracting homeless people to the area 
and by holding a rally whose sole purpose is to "save" these young people, the Christian 
group is placing these youth in an even higher risk situation. 

It is my understanding that the Portland Police Department is fully aware of this situation. 
I know that the police have been called to the City Nightclub concerning this incident on 
numerous occasions, yet the police have brushed it off as a non-priority item. They have 
allowed the fundamentalist Christians to block the sidewalk as wel1 as the street. The police 
have done nothing when these Christians have approached and verbally harassed and 



threatened City Nightclub patrons. This is inexcusable! 

All citizens of Portland should have the same protection by the police. In this incident, I see 
a clear case of favoritism toward the fundamentalist Christian group. They are spreading 
bigotry and hatred which is manifested in violence. I support the right to demonstrate and 
peaceably assemble. However, when hate-crimes of harassment and intimidation occur, the 
law is violated and must be enforced. I am asking that the Portland Police Department be 
aware of the implications of this situation and that they deal in an unbiased way toward the 
demonstrators and offer much needed protection to the patrons of the City Nightclub. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

• Sincerely, 

Howard N. Dana 

cc: Queer Nation / Portland 
Dan Stutesman - American Friends Service Committee 
Donna Red Wing - Lesbian Community Project 
Bud Clark, Mayor 



CITY OF 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Mr. Lawrence Taylor 
42 N.E. Monroe Street 
Portland, or 97212 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

February 20, 1992 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, fv'layor 

1220 s.w 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 8234120 

Thank you for your letter concerning the OCA's recent attempt to 
revoke Portland's civil rights ordinance. A large number of 
invalid signatures on a petition does not constitute election 
fraud, according to the City Auditor. From the results of their 
efforts it appears that the OCA failed to convince Portland 
voters to support their petition. 

Judging from the organized opposition to the OCA there are many 
people watching that organization for any evidence of wrongdoing. 
I am also certain that the City Auditor, Multnomah County 
Elections officer and Oregon Secretary of State are watching for 
election law violations from all groups involved in the 
initiative petition process. 

Thank you for taking the time to write to Mayor Clark. 

ct/c 

Christine Tobkin 
Assistant to Mayor Clark 



Mayor Bud Clark 
1220 SW 5th Avenue 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Mayor Clark: 

February 3, 1992 
REcclVE:o 

FEBO 4 1992 

MAYORS OfftU. 

I am very concerned about fraud being committed by the Oregon Citizen's 
alliance on their recent petition to revoke the Portland city ordinance banning 
discrimination against gays. The number of invalid signatures has been 
extraordinary high and has caused the petition to be invalidated. 

The OCA has been fined for previous election law violations. Given their last
minute desperation attempts to collect signatures, I would not be at all suprised 
if signatures had been forged in order to get their total signature count higher. 
The OCA should be investigated for fraud, and if evidence of fraud is found, the 
OCA should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 

I am tired of this Wilsonville hate group waging their religious battles in 
Portland. Whatever happened to separation of church and state? They are 
entitled to their opinions, but they are beholden to the law, just like the rest of us 
Portland taxpayers. 

Sincerely, from an Oregonian who votes, 

=~~or 
42 N.E. Monroe Street 
Portland, OR 97212 



CITY OF 

z PORTLAND, OREGON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

December 19, 1991 

Dorsey Griffin 
P.O. Box 85 
Netarts, Oregon 97143-0085 

Dear Dorsey: 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, f'llilyor 

1220 s.w. 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 823-4120 

Not having had the privilege of hearing "the Mad Dog of KLCC" it 
is difficult to reply to your letter of December 9 regarding the 
guest speaker from the Oregon Citizens Alliance. From the 
context of your letter, however, you seemed to think that the OCA 
representative you heard was a homosexual; in fact, the OCA is 
vehemently anti-homosexual. The OCA's message can be quite 
hateful, and the organization is promoting an initiative petition 
to amend Oregon laws to declare homosexuality "abnormal". 

As to your concern about gay marriages, the city of Portland has 
no role in performing marriages. The legal definition of 
marriage will not change simply because some individual or group 
wishes it to be so. For gays to legally marry each other would 
require a change in state law. That change would be subject to 
the legislative and political process in which all views have an 
opportunity to be heard. Until such time as the law changes, the 
county courts will continue to refuse to perform marriages 
between unauthorized persons. You should direct concerns you 
have on this issue to your state legislators. 

Si/t;y ~ / 
{_J/~ll~ -

christine Tobkin 
Assistant to Mayor Clark 



DORSEY GRIFFIN 
P. 0. Box 85 

Netarts, Oregon--97143-0085 
(503) 842-6237 

December 9, 1991 

RECEIVED 

DEC 11 1991 

MAYORS OFFICE 

Mayor Bud Clark 
Office of the Mayor 
1220 s.w. 5th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

I hear on Public Radio KLCC a preponderance of programming that 
advocates "equal rights" for homosexual men and women, but NO 
voices heard from the other side. A church in Ashland and "gays" 
and lesbians in Portland are on the streets and public offices 
seeking to marry each other--men to men, women to women. 

I hope the city will hold the line on this foolish and destructive 
social movement, no matter what. 

I heard programmer Allen Soporan, "the Mad Dog of KLCC," I call 
him,two weeks ago. He put on agues~ speaker from the Oregon 
Citizens' Alliance. It was a surprisingly unfair, lopsided and 
hateful message these people have to offer normal people. And it 
offers an insight what conditions will be if these people can have 
their way in their special interest activities . 

Homosexual people have every right under the Constititutions that 
every citizen in the state and nation have. Any such laws as they 
seek to have encacted, or any such laws they seek to circumvent, 
will be made giving these people rights that no one else has. 
They are not satisfied living in a tolerant society; and they 
themselves are the least tolerant of any I have seen. And it 
is only then a matter of a short time when normal children and 
adults will be victimized by these truly violent people. 

(2)cerely \._ Q ~ • /J!/ . 
Dor~~fi~ 

Ct 



e, USPS 1978 





CTTYOF 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

December 20, 1991 

Becky Fako 
7875 S.W. Carol Glen Place 
Beaverton, Or 97007 

Dear Ms. Fako: 

t/C 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, Mayor 

1220 s.w 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 8234120 

Mandatory contraception or sterilization is and has always been a 
difficult subject for government to address. As witnessed with 
the debate on abortion, reproductive rights are such an immensely 
personal issue that there is no clear direction for public policy 
to take. For example, the Catholic Church would be as opposed to 
mandatory contraception as it is to abortion. Pro-choice 
advocates would also have a lot to say about forcing 
contraception on someone on welfare or public assistance. 

Since AFDC and CSD programs are entirely state-run, the City of 
Portland has no power to affect policies on the subject you have 
raised. The question must be debated in the Governor's office 
and the Oregon legislature. If you feel strongly that the state 
should mandate contraception in cases such as the Geer family, 
then you should make your views known to your state legislators 
and to Governor Roberts. 

Thank you for taking the time to write. These are difficult 
times and difficult issues; there are no easy answers. 

z;z;·@/~ 
Christine Tobkin 
Assistant to Mayor Clark 
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REGISTRATION FORM 

Last Name __________ First ________ _ 

Address: __________ _ City ______ _ 

State _________ Zip _______ _ 

Phone: { __ _ 

Social Security# _________________ _ 

Organization or affiliation {if any) ___________ _ 

Job Title ------------------------
Fees: 

Conference Tuition 

Optional-Thursday Evening Banquet/Gala 

Total$ 

Payment: 

Check or money order 

$75.00 

$25.00 

D Purchase Order:# _____________ _ 

D Bank Card:# -----------------
□ Expiration date ----------------,--

Signature: __________________ _ 

Make check payable to: Chemeketa Community College 
Mail registration form and payment to: 

Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Youth Conference 
Chemeketa Community College 
P.O .Box 14007 
Salem, Oregon .97309 

For hotel accommodations contact the Greenwood Inn at 1-800-289-
1300. If you make reservations before April 9, 1992, mention that you 
will be attending this conference to be eligible for their conference rate of 
$59.00 for 1-4 occupancy. 

A limited number of participant scholarships are available. For informa
tion about how to apply, contact Loretta Slaughter at Oregon Health 
Division (503) 731-4029. 

For general information on the conference, contact Greg Asher at (503) 
399-5197. 

Printed on Recycled paper 

.. 

,t • 

LESBIAN, GAY 
& . B I S E X U A L 

YOUTH 
EMERGING I N T 0 T H E I 9 0 S 

A discussion with and about sexual minority youth, 
their issues and concerns 

for educators, youth service providers 
and everyone that cares about young people. 

April 23-24, 1992 

Greenwood Inn 
Beaverton, Oregon 

With the advent of the sexual revolution and the gay liberation 
movement of the past two decades, gay and lesbian youtli have been 
increasingly aware of their feelings encl coming to terms with their 
orientation at an earlier age than ever before. This has placed them into 
direct conflict with all of the traditional childrearing institutions and 
support systems of our society. Increasingly, this occurs while the 
youngsters are still living at home with their family, attending public 
school and developing a sense of their own self-worth in comparison 
with their peers and the expectations of society as a whole. 

G;b.on,P.(19891. Goy Male ond Le,b;on Yooth SuicKle. In M f.,;nleib, (Ed.I. Report ol !he -'Y'• Tosi< Fo,ce on Youlh 

Suicide (pp. 3· 110}. Washington D.C.;U.S. Department of Health and H~n Services. 

Sponsored by: 
Chemeketa Community College • Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Campus 

Union • Phoenix Rising Foundation • Multnomah County, Youth Program Office • 
Oregon Health Division • Portland Community College • Task Force on Sexual 

Minority Youth 



THURSDAY AGENDA April 23, 1992 
7:30 - 8:30 - Registration and Morning Hospitality 
8:30 - 9:10 
A Personal Welcome Gail Shibley, Oregon State Legislator 
Getting Here : Warming Up Claudia Webster, Oregon Health 

Division, HIV Program • 
9:10 - 10:00 
Gay Youth and Same-Sex Sexuality in America: Identity and 

Behavior in the 1990' s Pepper Schwartz 
In this sociological overview of gay, teenage sexuality, Pepper 

Schwartz will discuss general issues of teenage sexuality; the "state of the 
nation" on gayness, with special consideration of the formative years; 
the different issues for young male and female populations; and the 
change, or lack of change, in the behavior of young gays. 

10:00 - 10:20 - Break 
10:20 - 12:00 
Homophobia/Heterosexism: Definitions and Explorations Peggy 

Hackenbruck M.D., Psychiatrist in Private Practice, Association of Gay 
and Lesbian Psychiatrists; Dan Stutesman, Director, Lesbian and Gay 
Program - American Friends Service Committee 

This workshop will blend information and discussiori with direct 
participation to facilitate participant understanding of and personal 
reactions to homophobia and heterosexual bias. 

12:00 - 2:00 Lunch 
Sex Education in the Public Schools: A Contemporary Quandary 

Matthew Prophet, Superintendent - Portland Public Schools 
2:00 - 5:00 
'We're Here, We're Queer - Get Used To It'': New Attitudes Toward 

Identity and Coming Out Greg Asher, Social Science Department -
Chemekata Comm. College; and a panel of youth led by Brooke 
Gelfand, Student -Oregon State University. 

After defining the five sexual minority communities that are generally 
included under the umbrella of sexual minorities, the presenters will 
explore our concept of the "closet" and review the developmental stages 
that are associated with the process of "coming out." Using edited 
videotape from discussions held last summer with youth 15-21 years old, 
they will encourage participant involvement as they examine contempo
rary variations on the process of self-identification and coming out. 

EVENING BANQUET/GALA 
6:30 Evening Banquet 
7:30 Entertainment 
Bridges is a choral ensemble of lesbians and gay men committed to 

exploring similarities and differences; humor, passion, and commitment; 
a~? to life affirming ideals through the creation of '.11usic together. 
ln1t1ally formed from members of The Portland Lesbian Choir and 
Portland Gay Mens' Chorus, Bridges is now in its second year. This 
active, witty and challenging group will share music from their recent 
concert production, "Myth America." • 

8: 15 Documentary Film 

~ 

FRIDAY AGENDA April 24, 1992 
8:30 - 8:45 Greetings and Housekeeping 
8:45 - 9:45 
Gay and Lesbian Youth: A Population at Risk Virginia Uribe 
In this address, Virginia Uribe will outline the special needs of lesbian 

and gay young people and discuss how their needs intersect with our 
ecJucational system. She will confront the educational system's failure to 
provide support for this group of young people, challenging all to 
develop a plan to remedy the homophobia that stands in the way of 
permitting these young people to be a more vital and productive part of 
the educational domain. 

9:45 - 10: 15 Break 
10:15 - 11:30 
IYG - Reaching Out to Gay and Lesbian Youth: The Indiana 

Approach Christopher Gonzalez and young people from IYG 
During this session Christopher Gonzalez and young people of IYG 

will highlight the risk factors facing lesbian, gay and bisex,ual youth and 
explain the strategies that IYG has developed to assure that these young 
people have safe and supportive places to socialize and to grow. The 
young people will discuss their involvement with IYG anc:l the benefits 
they have gained from their participation in this model p'~o~ram. 

11 :30 - 12:00 Time to Visit the Resource Fair and Book Sale 
12:30 - 1 :30 Lunch 
The Heart of the Matter: Understanding, Compassion, and Being 

Real 
Judi McGavin, Director - Harry's Mother 
1 :30 - 2:45 Breakout Sessions 
This small-group time is designed for more specific discussions and to 

encourage interaction with presenters on a more personal level. Topic 
options include: 

Project 10: Virginia Uribe 
IYG: Chris Gonzalez 
ls~ues Facing Youth of Color 
HIV and Sexual Minority Youth 
The Climates on College and University Campuses 
A Gathering for Young People (Option limited to youth) 
2:45 - 3:00 Break 
3:oo -- 4:30 
Responses, Conclusions, and Looking to the Future Moderator: Mimi 

Luther, HIY'Education and Resource Coordinator - Cascade AIDS 
Project; Panelists: Delegates from "A Gathering For Young People" and 
the youth of IYG will be joined by Virginia Uribe and Chris Gonzalez, 

During t~is SErssion the young people who have been attending the 
conference and the keynote speakers will respond to the discussions of 
these last two days. This will be a time to put closure on the conference 
and discuss the strategies we are formulating as we look forward to 
returning to our communities and to our work. 

PRESENTERS AND MODEL PROGRAMS 

Christopher T. Gonzalez is co-founder and current Director of 
IYG, a social support and educational program offering a wide range of 
activities designed to provide healthy choices for gay and lesbian_youth 
under the age of 21. For the last five years, IYG has focused its efforts 
on reinforcing self-esteem and positive health behaviors. IYG was 
founded in Indianapolis and has successfully started 10 chapters in cities 
across Indiana. IYG has been nationally recognized by Time, NBC 
News, 20/20, and The Advocate and is supported with funding from 
the Federal Center for Disease Control, the Indiana State Board of Health 
and the United States Conference of Mayors. In addition to his work with 
lesbian, gay and bisexual youth, Mr. Gonzalez has implemented central 
Indiana' s comprehensive program for hispanic youth and was selected 
by New Times as a "Local Hero" for his work with youth. 

Pepper Schwartz Ph .D. has been on the Sociology faculty at the 
University of Washington since 1972 and currently serves as Special 
Assistant to the Provost. Her professional affiliations include the Society 
for the Scientific Study of Sex, of which she is currently President, and 
the NIH Research Review Panel on AIDS. Dr. Schwartz serves as 
Advisory Editor ,of the Annual Review of Sex Research, and Associate 
Editor of the Journal of Sex Research and of the Journal of Family Issues. 
She is the author of five books and numerous articles including: Gender 
and Intimate Relationships (co-edited with Barbara Risman), and 
American Couples: Money, Work, and Sex (with Philip Blumstein). 

Virginia Uribe Ph .D. is a veteran teacher and counselor for the 
Los Angeles Unified School District, having been at Fairfax High School 
since 1959. While studying for a degree in psychology, Dr. Uribe 
became interested in the treatment of adolescent homosexuals in the 
public school system and created Project 10 with a focus on education, 
reduction of verbal and physical harassment, and integration with other 
dropout rrevention programs. In its nearly six years of existence, Project 
10 has affected the lives of thousands of lesbian and gay youth . Dr. 
Uribe speaks regularly in seminars geared toward educating both school 
counselors and educators on the subject of sexual orientation . Project 10 
has no precedent and serves as a national model for other schools and 
school districts. 

Scholarships for Youth 
The conference planning committee has made a commitment to the 

involvement of youth in this event. We are offering a limited number of full 
tuition scholarships to enable them to attend. If you know of a young person 
14~20 years old who would be interested in attending, please contact Greg 
Asher at (503) 399-5197. 

Production of this program is 
made possible by a generous grant from : 

Equity Foundation 
and 

Portland General Electric 

~ 
EQ1JITY 
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May your holidays be filled " 

with warm and happy memories 

Vrµp, ' 
#1-t 
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RECEIVED I I 

December 20, 1991 DEC 2 4-1991 

Mayor Bud Clark 
City Council Member 
Portland, OR 

Dear Mr. Clark, 

MAYORS OFFICE 

Thank you for your attempts to help the gay community 
of Portland. Your caring and your sensitivity to our pain 
means a great deal. I'm sure I speak for several thousand 
perfectly good and decent people. 

I am sending you copies of several letters I have sent 
to the Oregonian over the past few months. I have put them 
in order except for the first one, which is the most recent, 
because that one kind of tipped the scales for me and for 
my family as you can well imagine. 

None of the editors at the paper will even acknowledge 
our cause since they met with the OCA last summer. When you 
call them, you get their voice mail and have to leave your 
name and phone number. I am afraid to do that. You will 
see why in the letters. (My deepest respect to Mike Lindbergh 
who has much more courage than I ... or any of the Oregonian 
editors except David Sarasohn.) 

You have already spoken out with your ordinance. I 
probably have no right to lay on you a request for more. 
But maybe if you talk to the Oregonian, you can convince 
them that they should not buckle under the pressures of 
this mean-spirited group of people (The Oregon Citizens' 
Alliance). 

Have a nice holiday. And thank you for whatever you 
can do. 

, 
,: ... 

; . 1 A Di sillusioned Man 
};')\'/ ~ ;:, /•' 

l.... . 

~- .' 

• , •• :~- ....... ~.,;~';:.:; 



THE OREGONIAN 
1320 S.W. Broadway 
Portland, OR 97201 

December 20, 1991 

First off, let me apologize for delivering this letter 
instead of mailing. I simply cannot afford the stamps 
anymore. Also, I did not intend to bother you with what 
is apparently my insignificant problem anymore. 

But then the event about which you are about to read 
occurred. I'm hoping someone there (besides David Sarasohn 
who showed a remarkable courage in speaking his mind about 
the OCA in Sunday's paper. I imagine you suffered quite a 
bit of agony from your bought colleagues. Thank you, 
Mr. Sarasohn.) will have the compassion to feel some 
kind of journalistic duty to come to our defense. I 
honestly don't know where else to turn. 

I rewrote the poem I had originally sent you a couple 
weeks back and dedicated it to the OCA. I have mailed 
them copies of the poem and the letter, but I don't have 
much faith that it will make any difference to these 
people. 

I know unsigned letters cannot make it into your paper. 
But perhaps at least an "Anonymous'' poem can. Policies 
are broken in the name of decent causes all the time. Please 
help a large part of your readers and fellow citizens live 
in less fear and rejection in "our" city. 

Please take your stand. You can. They will only 
attack your income ... and not all of that. I cannot. Those 
who believe what these people are saying about us will 
attack me ... my home ... my loved ones. 

David, Margie, Phil, Robert, Donald ... someone. 

Please. 

A Disillusioned Man 



WHY THE PAIN? 

Please don't just throw this away unread. 

I t holds the hearts of too many . -

I'm not a screwball. 

Really, I'm not. 

I'm not a threat. 

I'm not, I promise you. 

I'm rather a decent chap. 

Really , I am. 

With a mother, father, relatives, friends and lover. 

I have a home. 

With mementos on the mantle . 

Memories of vacations, sharings , 

Birthdays, 

Laughter, 

Anniversaries (25 of them), 

Happy events. 

Just like you. 

And then there's the Christmas of '91 ... 

Among the smiling faces ... 

Your dark rejection in the malls. 

Why the pain? 

Why now? 

Couldn't you at least have lef t us the warmth 

Of this season of love? 

Would it no t have been kinder? 



The Oregon Citizens' Alliance 
9150 S.W. Pionee r Ct. 
Wilsonville, OR 97070 

I took my mother ... she's quite old ... shopping for 
Christmas presents. We were feeling happy, looking 
forward to the excitement and the warmth that we always 
f eel at this time of year . 

Until now. 

There, in the midst of the joy and camaraderie were 
a group of people dedicated (however indirectly) to making 
me feel unwanted, unwelcome; not a part of the spirit of 
this season . I could probably have passed this up , though 
it would have been difficult not t o let the depression 
overwhelm me. The depression brought on by the insensitivity 
of these people, people to whom I present no threat, no 
danger and certainly whom I have never hurt as they were 
now hurting me. I might have been able to shrug this 
unkindness off. 

But my mother could not. 

She put her arm around my waist and squeezed very 
tight. I'm not sure if it was a hug of reassurance or 
a clinging on f or support. But she started to cry. She 
is a tough old dear. I don't remember the last time I 
saw her cry .. I asked her what was wrong and all she could 
do was hang on tighter. We sat down for a minute. Then 
she asked to go home. When I reminded her we still had 
a lot of Christmas shopping to do, she said she did not 
feel like it anymore. She also said she could not understand 
how I could even make myself go into places with that much 
unkindness in them. 

I cannot yet get her to come out of her house or to 
acknowledge that this is the Christmass seas on. She doesn't 
have the heart to go out and see the lights. She doesn't 
want to hear the music. She doesn't want to run into 
people like she saw at the mall ... 

... your people. 

I cannot be gracious and say that I understand that 
you d id not think of these ramifications of your acts. You 



Page 2. 

are adults. You are responsible to think of these things. 
If your compassion has been dulled, if your hea r t has been 
hardened, if your conscience-sight has been blinded, it is 
your malady, your choice of weaknesses. I do not feel like 
forgiving and forgetting. 

I don't think my mother's Christmas can be salvaged. 

I don't think mine can be. Or my lover's of ove r 
twenty-five years. (Oh yes, twenty-five years of 
devotion to each other as well as dedication to social 
s e rvices in a community that now tells me I am an 
undesireable, unworthy of municipal services granted to 
everyone else. harmful to Oregon and to its families). 

I do hope that your Christmases will be as warm and 
joyful as you have made mine cold and sorrowful. It would 
be a shame if your actions didn't do some good, create 
some happiness somewhere. 

I hope you will pass this around to your people. Though 
I suspect you will not. I do not hold much faith that you 
are willing to hear about such things. 

But then hope springs eternal. Maybe there will be 
compassion somewhere in your ranks. Maybe someone will 
come to the defense of the persecuted. "Blessed are they ... etc." 

One more thing. I must remain anonymous. Want to 
know why? Because I fear you. I fear my name getting 
into the wrong hands in this state. Do you know what 
it is to fear for your safety, the safety of your home, 
the safety of your loved ones? Do you realize that when you 
call me a pervert, a threat to the decent way of life, you 
telegraph to the youth and to the skinheads t hat 
they are doing the community and God a favor when they 'get 
rid of' the perverts? Have you thought about that? 

Do you care? 

Does anybody care? 

Is anybody there? 

A Disillusioned Man 
(Thank you.) 



THE OREGONIAN 
1320 s.w. Broadway 
Portland, OR 97201 

November 22, 1991 

My life's partner and I have shared each other's lives for 
over twenty-five years. We are both in the kind of work that 
is geared toward service to the underprivileged and toward 
education. We have both always been involved in volunteer work 
in our communities. We have a nice home and a fine circle of 
friends, both heterosexual and homosexual (though we never gave 
it much thought until recently). We chose Portland as the place 
we would like to spend retirement years. We chose it because 
we fell in love with the atmosphere of community that we felt 
when we first visited a few years ago. We have always bragged 
about the area's beauty, both of its physical settings and its 
friendly and kind people. 

But now I don't know. 

Now the ugly and mean business of the Oregon Citizens' 
Alliance and its campaign to make this kind and giving human 
being with whom I have lived most of my adult life into a 
pervert, a criminal of sorts, a threat to their families and 
children, is slowly turning the dream into a nightmare. 

The laughter and joy that has always been a part of our 
home and our lives is slowly turning to a heavy silence that 
hangs in the air; that makes us wonder at every Portlandian 
we see, "If she knew I was a homosexual, would she have smiled 
and said hello?'' "If he knew, would he call in the Skinheads 
to beat me up? ... Burn my home? ... Kill my bassett hound?" 

Or would they just turn their backs on me and my best 
friend? Ostracize us like they did in times long gone by 
when the established powers wanted to inflict the maximum pain 
on those they considered evil? Would we become non-persons in 
this city and state to which we have given our hearts? 

Or have we already become cellophane people? 

Is the OCA's insensitive initiative already in place? 

It feels like it. Want to know why? 

Let's start with this: The Oregonian, as an entity, is 
nothing more than sheets of paper with organized blotches of 
ink. It does not create its own policies or choose what to 
defend or condemn. People do that. Editors do that. 
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At The Oregonian, Fred A. Stickel, William Hilliard, 
Peter Thompson, Robert Landauer, Patrick F. Stickel, David 
Sarasohn, David Reinhard (and possibly others whose names 
are protected) create the policies, defend or condemn, acknow
ledge or ignore, stand up or knuckle under, exercise journalistic 
integrity ... or sell out. 

Is that what happened, MR. Hilliard? Did Lon Mabon 
threaten you at that meeting a few months ago? That meeting 
that marked the end of any opinions being exressed for fairness 
in this matter? 

Mr. Landauer, why has there been no mention o f your feelings 
about the outrageously unfair film the OCA has been using to 
malign a whole group of people? You printed many opinion pieces 
about the unfairness, the danger of letting the OCA's 
initiative gain credence BEFORE that meeting some months ago. 
Won't Lon give you permission to speak out anymore? Or do 
you somehow believe that their film represents the primary 
truth about us? 

Mr. Sarasohn, I am probably more disappointed in you than 
in any of your cohorts. How did they shut off the flow of 
your opinions? Will Lon get you fired? Start a write-in 
campaign to censor your column? 

Mr. Thompson, is it you who have mandated that Margie Boule 
and Phil Stanford must remain silent on the subject? Who, then? 
Surely these two people have not suddenly, after that strange 
meeting, decided to keep silent on an issue that could make 
so much pain and suffering on the lives of quite a large number 
of Oregonians. Won't Lon let them speak out, either? 

Mr. Fred Stickel, did you know that the Ecumenical 
of Oregon (17 denominations and 2,000 congregations)has 
upon its members to refrain from signing 'the petition'? 
board of this organization calls the initiative one that 

Ministries 
called 

The 

" ... promotes a climate of bigotry, hatred and intimidation." 
Did you know that? You didn't find it out from your editors. 
Lon wouldn't let them print that, even though it would seem 
to be something the public " ... has a right to know." 

Mr. Patrick Stickel, why have you not informed the public 
that the "Coalition For Healthy Family Living" (which includes 
the Oregon Psychological Association, Phoenix Rising, the 
Oregon Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence and the 
Oregon Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers) 
has denounced the OCA and its initiatiave? Has Lon threatened 
you with removal of advertising dollars? ... more boycott? Is Lon 
the real power that runs the Oregonian now, instead of you and 
your fellow journalis t s? 
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Mr. Hilliard, is the denouncement of the OCA's initiative 
by the Oregon AFL-CIO and the Oregon State Industrial Union 
Council something else that Mr. Mabon will not give you 
permission to print? 

Mr. Reinha rd, why have you not done a column about Kathleen 
Saadat, Gretchen Kafourey's assistant, and her decision to 
speak out ... a brave decisio n. The lady is braver than I. I am 
still controlled by fear. But more about that later. If you 
ask Lon, maybe he will at least let you men t ion that this 
person has come out of the closet. Tell him you won't mention, 
or even imply, that she might be a good person (I'm sure he 
wouldn't want you to do that). 

On Tuesday, November 12, you printed a column by Linda 
Ellerbee. I quote the ending ... "We already know what silence 
gets us. Silence got us George Wallace. Silence got us 
Joe McCarthy. Silence got us Adolf Hitler. Yes, people did 
speak up, did fight to get them out of power ... eventually. But 
it was hard work." 

And, Mr. Sarasohn, it left a wake of pain and suffering behind 
i t. 

And, Mr. Landauer, it created disillusionment and bitterness 
in the hearts of thousands, maybe millions, about the silence 
of good people. The silence that allowed evil to succeed . 

Ms. Ellerbee goes on to compare David Duke to a fascist. 
I will not do that, Mr. Hilliard, in regard to Lon Mabon. I'm 
sure he is not. But he is incredibly insensitive and he and his 
followers are behaving in a very mean-spirited way. I hope 
that meanness is not really indicative of the spirit of the 
Oregon people. I hope you and the others who have fallen under 
Mabon's control will look up in time to see what you will cause 
by not speaking out for your convictions ... at what were your 
convictions before that meeting so long ago. 

Now, why is there no name anywhere on these pages to 
indicate who I am? If I am so ready to demand that you stand 
up for your convictions, why am I so cowardly as to hide myself 
behind anonymity? Let us refer once more to Linda Ellerbee's 
column. She was inspired to write it because of a letter 
she got hold of that warned the Jewish people of Louisiana 
to NOT SPEAK OUT against David Duke for fear of later reprisals. 
I and my life partner live in the same fear right here in 
Oregon. We fear that Our names will become known and, if this 
horrid initiative gets passed, we could become the victims of 
harrassment for which the law would not be legally bound to 
protect us. We fear that we could somewhere d own the l ine , even 
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be 'sent away', banished in order to protect the children of 
Lon and his friends. And yes, since the great silence has 
fallen over you and your editors, Mr. Fred Stickel, we fear that 
there are some among you who would prefer to see us leave your 
state, feel that our absence would make Oregon a better placeto 
live. 

Isn't that nice? 

Isn't it comforting to know that your silence, your 
allegiance to the Oregon Citizens' Alliance might be of some 
help in getting rid of us? Has already been of help in 
bringing sadness into our home. With any luck, it will make 
us unhappy enough to cause us to leave. 

Then Mr. F. Stickel, Mr. Hilliard, Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Landauer, Mr. P. Stickel, Mr. Sarasohn, Mr. Reinhard and all 
the other journalists can breathe a sigh of relief knowing 
that they have done their moral duty to the families of their 
city and state. They can raise their heads high and be proud 
of their journalistic integrity. 

And Mr. Mabon can bestow his blessings on all of you and 
allow you to go on publishing whatever you want ... as long as 
he gets to read it first and pass final approval. (Just in 
case one or all of you should decide to get feisty again). 

I will n o t apologize for the sarcasm or the bitterness 
in this letter. If you knew how much effort it has taken to 
hold back and how long, you would be surprised that the letter 
is not twice as bitter. I will not even apolobize if it 
turns out later that you have been holding back in order to 
spring a major article of support for us closerto the time 
for voting. I will thank you for the support. I will 
congratulate you for showing a great deal more integrity than 
I now think you have. But, at this time, I can go only by what 
I see and by what you have revealed. And that, gentlepersons, 
is not very laudatory. 

Your families and your children are not endangered by our 
being here, nor will they be safer if we have to leave because 
of our neighbors' hostility. 

All that will happen is that Oregonians will have proved 
to be a little crueller, a little meaner, a little more 
indifferent to the suffering of the suppressed than we would 
ever have thought possible. 

I needed to say these things. 
you a need to speak out as well. 

I hope it will inspire in 



Ms. Rebecca Morris 
THE OREGONIAN 
1320 S.W. Br oadway 
Portland, OR 97201 

Dear Ms. Morris, 

November 30, 1991 

Thank you for writing the article me ntioning the "Day 
Without Art" observance. It is the first I have heard of 
this event. It is the first anyone who is reliant on 
The Oregonian for news has heard of this event. It is 
an important event. But it is one which, I'm afraid, will 
have little impact in Oregon. 

Why is that? Is it because, as you say, Oregonians are 
low-keyed about causes? Portland that even the highest 
officials of this land are hesitant to visit because of the 
potential violence of our demonstrators? Come now, Ms. Morris! 
That is not the reason at all, and you and I and many other 
people in this state know it. 

The truth is that Lon Mabon and his buddy, Scott Lively, 
will not allow you or your editors to give credence to 
the homosexual community. I was surprised enough when Willim 
Hilliard, Robert Landauer, Donald Sterling, David Sarasohn, 
John Terry and the other editors of The Oregonian allowed 
themselves to be intimidated into ignoring a large portion 
of our population that is in pain. But I did not think it 
would reach even unto you and the other 'arts' writers. I 
should have known better the extent to which the arm of 
censorship and insensitivity is capable of reaching. (You 
carefully avoided making any reference to the gay community 
in your article. Even though it is the gay community to 
which the largest part of the intent of "A Day Without Art" 
is dedicated). Were you ordered not to mention us? Did you 
mention us and have one of your editors censor it out at 
the demand of the OCA? 

What will be next? Will Peter Farell be reprimanded for 
praising the upcoming "Dame Edna Show"? Will he be allowed 
to recommend any future "Golden Girls" episodes that speak 
approvingly of Blanche's gay brother? How about Bob Hicks? 
Will Lon and Scott allow him to give a good review to any 
visiting company of "La Cage Au Folle"? Will they even 
permit such a show to come to their state for fear it will 
endanger their children, threaten their families? And 
Ted Mahar ... is he being raked over the coals for liking 
"My Own Private Idaho"? Probably no~ because that movie 
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doesn't exactly indicate that there could be such a thing 
as a decent person in the homosexual community. Lon and 
Scott don't mind that. 

I hope I am wrong about all this. I really do. But 
since "actions really do speak louder than words" I fear 
Lam not at all wrong. Someone has been ... threatened, 
payed off, blackmailed, strong-armed (pick one) ... and they 
have buckled under the pressure. I am only sorry that 
it had to be our journalistic membership. I expected more 
from this corner ... rnore integrity, more courage. more 
human compassion. 

So you will know where all this is corning frorn ... and why 
I choose not to reveal rnyself ... I am including the letter 
I wrote to your editors and to Margie Boule and Phil Stanford 
last week. I apologize for not including you and your 
fellow arts writers. I just did not dream that the OCA's 
grip would reach your area so soon. Perhaps it has not, 
but I am still glad I perceived enough missing from your 
otherwise fine and worthy article to write to you. 

Because it could happen. And it will happen if good 
people remain silent and let it happen. 

cc: Bob Hicks 
Ted Mahar 
Peter Farrell 
Randy Bragg 
William Hilliard 
Robert Landauer 
Donald Sterling 
David Sarasohn 
David Reinhard 

A Disillusioned Man 



Please don't just throw this away unread. 

I'm not a screwball. 

Really, I'm not. 

I'm rather a decent chap. 

Really, I am. 

With a mother, father, relatives, friends and lover. 

I have a home. 

With mementos on the mantle. 

Of vacations, happy events. 

Just like you. 

I read what you write. 

Please extend the same courtesy to me. 

Thank you. 



THE OREGONIAN 
1320 S.W. Broadway 
Portland, OR 97201 

December 9, 1991 

What a wonderful gift of joy was your IN MY OPINION 
column of December 6! Good choice. I can't tell you what a 
great boost it was to feel that the editors at fhe Oregonian 
are allowed to print the insensitivities and mean-spiritedness 
of the Oregon Citizens' Alliance. I do not call them 
hate-mongers as McCain suggests. If you will look over 
the letter I sent to you a couple weeks ago, you wi ll note 
that I specifically state d that I am sure Lon and Scott 
are not Nazis or anything like that. They are simply insensi
tive to the pa i n their actions are bringing to a great 
many people. Have we brought them such pain? Have we 
attacked? When? How? 

It is not just a matter of preventing us from "special 
treatment" as the OCA likes to bandy about. We already get 
"special treatment". From skinheads. From 'good people'. 
It is actually a license to take jobs from human beings. Their 
amendment .. (and I quote you.) • ... may permitthe city to 
discriminate in municipal services solely on the basis of 
sexual orientation.• How nice. What a fine, upstanding 
group of people you have bedded down with. Thank you for 
your defense. 

I've noticed that you've suddenly begun to refer to 
homosexuality as a sexual 'preference' rather than an 
orientation. Is that part of your bargain with Mabon and 
Crew? I will not go into the graphic details of what happens 
to a man's body when he is near someone who has a sexual 
effect on him. I'm sure you know. I'm also sure you know 
that he has little to say about it. It just happens to 
his physiology. He is programmed for it. It is his 
'orietation'. It is not something for which he can be 
blamed. If there is blame, it is to Nature, or God, or 
whatever you feel is responsible for programming human 
sexuality. Of course I also ' prefer' that sex to which 
my programming draws me. Don't you? And yet you defend 
(by your silence) these people who want to deprive me 
of those services to which all other municipal citizens have 
a right ... even criminals! Or do Lon and Scott (et al) want 
eventually to have me declared a criminal, too? 

What kind of stranglehold have you allowed this mean 
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group of self-righteous extremists get on Portland's 
primary news source? 

On November 27, 1991, you ran the article about 32% of 
family practitioners of medicine not wanting to treat 
homosexuals because they see us as " ... a threat to many 
of our basic social institutions." 

Doctors refusing to treat human beings because they 
are homosexuals! 

Do you have an opinion about this outrage? Will Lon 
or Scott (Lively) give you permis sion to express it? Do you 
see where these people's aggressions can lead? Can you 
try to imagine yourself in the position where your society's 
medical profession will not help you if you become sick? 
Where your society's journalists will not defend you? Where 
no one in your society seems to care enough whether you 
live or die, are in pain, feel hurt? WILL you try it? Will 
Lon and Scott let you do so? 

And now, as I and my life-partner go shopping for 
Chritsmas presents, can you imagine how we feel as we see 
our fellow Oregonians asking people to sign a petition that 
will give government permission to discriminate against us 
( 'discrimination' is such a lovely euphemism for 'the 
practice of bigotry, meanness and silent support of hate', 
isn't it?). Can you have any feeling for the pain that 
shoots into both our hearts during such an otherwise happy 
time. If this is what our society thinks of us, why should 
we work so hard, spend so much of our very meager moneys, 
to spread joy during this season? To rise above those who 
are busy spreading pain? Give me break. Better yet, set 
forth a role model in this nightmare. 

We are " ... a threat to many of our basic social institutions." 
How? We have spent twenty-five years devoted to each other. 
We have spent those same years working in fields that help 
the underprivileged, that encourage a sense of civic pride 
and civic duty. And, as a reward we are to be denied work 
because of our sexual orientation? We already face incredible 
difficulties should anything happen to one of us. We receive 
no comfy benefits, medical or otherwise simply because we 
are homosexual. Now they want to put that into law. It's 
already law. Unwritten law. We have basically none of the 
rights you have. It may say we do, but we both know that, 
if you were in need of any kind and I were in need at the same 
time, who would be helped and who would be left to suffer ... 
and exactly what would be the criterion for the decision. 

We have done no harm to these people. We have not 
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threatened their family, their family values or their 
children. They have attacked us. We are defenseless 
because they are putting into law that we are not worth 
defending. We are defenseless because their actions 
confirm the belief that some of their young hold ... that 
it is a service to society to harrass, to beat up, even 
to kill 'queers'. That is the message that their im
pressionable youth can very easily pick up. 

That's not their motive? It doesn't matter. They (the 
OCA) and you (the journalists, the defenders of truth) are 
adults. You are responsible for the results of your actions 
as well as your inactions when it comes to hurting others 
and creating pain. 

You have the influence. You wield it by taking stands 
in all sorts of causes. Why not this victimization? If 
you who have the influence keep silent, if you do not stand 
up for the victims, you are sitting down with the victimizers. 

Something for you think of this Christmas: While you 
and your friends, Lon, Scott and the Oregon Citizens' 
Alliance, are laughing and enjoying your families, there 
will be at least ten people (I, my mate, our parents and 
a brother, sister-in-law and their children) whose joy 
will be dampened by the meanness we feel outside the walls 
of our home. We'll have a tree. We'll have a fire. 
We'll have presents. But the tree will not seem as sparkly, 
the fire not as warm, the presents a little more hollow under 
the pretense that we live in a good place. We will not 
be going to church this year. It is obvious that your 
society and its church(es) do not want us. We are the 
undesireables. Thank you for this lovely Christmas present. 
Thank Lon and Scott and their friends for us, please. 

Yes, I must still remain anonymous. I still live in fear 
for my safety in this city. My mate and I are not leaving 
Oregon yet, though I more and more seem to feel that saddenig 
inevitability in the air. Maybe that's what you want. 
Maybe that will make Oregon a little safer for Oregonians and 
their courageous journalists. Part of the OCA's state 
initiative does state that we are harmful to Oregon, doesn't 
it? What do you think of that? 

Is anybody there? 

Does anybody care? 

A Disillusioned Man 



CllYOF 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

November 6, 1991 

Mr. Greg Lathrop 
7526 SW Barnes Rd. 
416-E 
Portland, Or 97225 

Dear Mr. Lathrop: 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, M.ayor 

1220 s.w 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 8234120 

Thank you for your letter regarding the recently passed city 
civil rights ordinance. There appears to be some confusion about 
the ordinance. A number of people have written to explain their 
feelings about homosexuality, thinking that the ordinance 
"condones" homosexual practices. The ordinance does not condone 
or promote homosexuals any more than it condones or promotes 
members of any race, religious belief, nationality, age group, or 
gender, which are the other groups included in the civil rights 
ordinance. The sole purpose of the ordinance is to protect the 
civil rights of all of these groups from discrimination by people 
who would deny them basic rights because of who or what they are 
or choose to believe. 

I understand that sincere and reasonable people differ about 
whether homosexuality is right or wrong. I also respect your 
concern about raising your children according to your beliefs. I 
hope that they will grow up to learn that they are free to 
believe what they choose; but so is everyone else. I hope they 
will also learn that when society decides to criminalize certain 
kinds of behavior we do not do so by making people targets for 
harassment, intimidation, injury or death. We do so through the 
law. I supported the city's civil rights ordinance because there 
is far too much violence toward homosexuals in Portland and that 
makes the city less safe . Homosexuality is not against the law. 
As long as that is the case, it is my duty as mayor to assure the 
safety and rights of every Portland citizen. 

Thank you again for writing . These are difficult times and there 
are no easy answers. 

Si~reyy, 

Jw.~ Clark 
Mayor 



The Honorable Bud Clark 
Mayor of Portland 
Portland City Hall 
1220 s.w. 5th Street 
Portland, Or. 97204 

Dear Mayor Clark: 

R~CESVEC 

NOV O 5 1991 

Greg Lathrop 
7526 SW Barnes Rd. 
416-E 
Portland,Oregon. 97225 
November 1, 1991 

I am writing in response to your support for the recently passed city 
civil rights ordinance that affords special protection to people based 
upon their private sexual behavior. 
I am very disappointed in your support for adding "sexual orientation" as 
a protected category to an existing state law. Government legitimization 
of abnormal behavior such as homosexuality has the effect of promoting 
this type of behavior to our impressionable and sexually emerging young 
people. 
I am a resident of Portland, and I am raising my children here.I do not 
want my children to be getting the message from their government and from 
their public schools that homosexuality is legitimate,normal and healthy 
behavior; it is not. 
I had hoped that you would have thought more about the children of your 
community, rather than going way out of your way to protect and promote 
abnormal and socially destructive behavior. I am sure that we can now 
expect a great influx of people from various homosexual communities into 
the city of Portland. Many Portland residents are opposed to this 
happening. 
You have proven yourself to be not worthy of my support in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~4'(f) 
Greg Lathrop 



11-18-91 

The Honorable J.E. Bud Clark 
City Hall, 1220 S.W. 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

Dear Mayor Clark: 

RECEIVED 

NOV 18 1991 

MAYORS OfFICE 

s, '-). IJ 

I was pleased to receive such a timely reply to my letter of 
October 22, 1991. I was however very disappointed that you did not 
respond to many of the issues I presented. It had been my hope that 
you would speak to the issues of immorality, the spread of AIDS, your 
views on the destructive behavior of the alcoholic compared to the 
destructive behavior of the homosexual, and most importantly the 
deterioration of the family structure within our country. 

I would like, . at this time, to briefly respond to the issues 
presented in your letter. Would it not be logical to conclude that 
homosexual behavior, which brings upon itself one of the deadliest 
diseases ever known to mankind, is in and of itself dehumanizing? 
Any human behavior which goes so against the natural laws of repro
duction must of necessity be labeled perverse, or at very least 
abnormal! You mention the violence perpetrated against the homo
sexual. I enclose for your consideration, an excerpt from a letter 
I recently received in the mail. It outlines purposeful and willful 
violence committed by the homosexual community just this past September. 
It appears this violence took place without provocation from any 
outside agent. I conclude that the avenue of violence is not quite 
as one sided as you make it sound in your letter. 

I am in total agreement with you when you say that we must 
live together peacefully and learn to treat each other humanely. 
I do not agree that this must be accomplished by compromising what 
is right for what is wrong. Magic Johnson has recently come forward 
as a spokesman for AIDS. He admits he caught the disease from a 
prostitute. His message to our youth, is not that he has done any
thing wrong, simply that he didn't do it safely. In Portland, we are 
fining, jailing and confiscating personal property for such behavior. 
What kind of a mixed message is this to send to our children? These 
are certainly difficult times and issues, however the answers are easy, 
let's just do what is morally right. 

Jerry A. Gardner 
749 SE 112th 
Portland, Or. 97216 

I await your 

~ l-
Jerry A. ardner 
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· LI . "CiLy by Lhl.! B,ty" ovi:ri)owcri:J Lhl..' police al on-: poull. ! Ill: pul1L·-.: :-. llUc!l1t L1,;11 ipu1,1J) LU\ L..:I 111 .i 
111 lL: • • • • 1·1 J . l . ·J Lil. j)lllJL'. largl.! govl.!rnmcm builJing nearby, whik awa1L111g r..:1nlorcc111i..:11L ,. 1i..: L·1111HhL1 :1 u1 :-, 11,1.. '- I,; 

.........__ 

di:p.1nml...'11L's own b.1rricadi..:s Lo :-il1l..lsh ..llld di,;stroy th!..! building 's liu:,:1..· pbt1..' ,!.1~1:-.:-. tl, >c>f'> i11 thi..:ir L'lfuns LO 
r..:..lch mitnu111bered policl...'. The activists Vl.!nLcd Lheir fury by Laking pi..:L·c:-i of Llh.· h,ukL·n :c l.1-..s ;111J. -,Jing
ing them like frisbl...'i.;s, hurkd them with vdocity ..lt Lhl.! knc..:s oftlk' J)l>licL· . At k :1-..11)11,.: p,.!iL·crn.tn h~tJ 
li;s ki1.:c .::;ip 1laini'ully shaucrcd. Tiley Lhen sec fire Lo chi: building. 1..·ausing S2:'iOJ ll Hl i11 d.1111:1g..:-.. Nll 
,u-resis were made during th-: riot bl...'Ci.luse police kareJ Lhat ;1 confrlHllatiun would , ,:1 \\: k,._J Lll ;1 1 ull- ... cak 
b..!Ltk. 

On Si..:pti:lllber 5, 199 I, ACT UP 1111.!lllbers auackeJ Lhi.; holll1..' of Sc11:tLor k:-i:-ii: HL·l1 ,h. hrukc a :-ic ... ·uriLy 
knci: and inlbLed a gigantic balluon in the sh..ipe of a conJum abrn..: Iii:- lioLhi..: . . .\1 tlic LII1 Ii.:, th..: :-i cn;Hur 
was al 1he b..!dsiJe of his ailing wife. 

bn 't it inLcrcsLing, in light or thcsl.! kinds of intimidating tactic:-i Ih>w bi..:ing cmph l), . ! ruu 1111dy through
uut the U .S. and Canada, that California's Govc::rnor, Pl.!tl.! Wil-,un. 11..·i'crri..:J Lo Chri ... : .. ,Ih ;111d cu11:-icrva
Lives ;ts "111i..:an-spiriLeJ, gay- ba-..lling bigots" in his receru 111..::-is; Ig1..· tu Ih..: :-ilali..: k g i,u1u1-.:. J-k 111:itk no 
comrnl:nc ..ibouc homosl.!xual anarchy and rage. And Lhi: campaign t)f li...'JTt)r L'Ullli1111 , ·,. 

lnc ilklllai!y (or /WI so incidcll!aiiy), as on ocher occasions or v iuli..:111..·c, NO ,IITi.:Sl'> \\ c' II...' lll iilli...' b) Lil..: 

l,1cal pulicc al Sl.!naLOr I-klms' hu11tl.!, and NO chargl.!s WL:re Jikd . The pn::::-is vinu;ill ., ignurc·J tit,.... maui..:r. 
Alas, do you rl.!call Lhe scl.!111...' in Wichita last summl.!r, wh..:n muri..: tli;in 2,600 p..:acc!L ,l p1u-lik d,.:rno11:-itra
Lors wi..:rl..! hauled off to Lhl.! pulice station? Some were subscquelllly :-ientcncl.!d LO pri ·"11 rm .h lung a:- 12 
monLhs for simply trespassing on private properly (a misdl.!rncanorJ. Apparcmly, Lil , hi:--LuriL· laJy whu 
hu1Js Lhc scaks ofjustice is incli111.!d Lo peek from unda th.! bli11Ji'ulJ whcn pulitic.d iy incurrcu b..:ha,ior 
is on trial! 

By the way, homo:-iaual acti,·ists in C..inada are on tbi: wrg..: or h,1\'i11g Lhi..:ir C>Wll '>jlcc· ial ll:1li1i11:d prnl..:C
Lion .. is a kgal minority. A new kJ..:ral ruling by Justice Jo:-ii..:plt f\ld)11n,tld will im:d " l;.t.: C1i ,:1d,/.., c.:1Hirc 
llurn:u1 Riglus Act b..:causc it l...'LIITl.!ntly doesn't incluJc ··sexu;d uriL·J1laliun" a:-i ilk-g:, l .:!ruu1 1cb fur Ji-.
crimin;Ltion. !-k's giwn L.he kJ..:rai govl.!mmenL six months to appc;d !tis ruling - l!J :1111L·11J tl1c :icl tu 
l.!.-aabli:-..h special legal protl.!ction for homosexuals. 

< 



CITY OF 
0 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Mr. Chris Lindley 
611 Audel Avenue 
Eugene, OR 97404 

Dear Mr. Lindley: 

November 4, 1991 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, M.ayor 

1220 s.w 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 8234120 

I appreciate that you and I hold differing views about 
homosexuality. In responding to your letter I am not attempting 
to persuade you to change your views. I do wish to explain, 
however, that my comment about the OCA and Adolph Hitler was 
referencing the similarity I see between the two. That 
similarity is simply this: Extreme prejudice dehumanizes its 
object. Hitler dehumanized more than one ethnic group and a 
religion. What followed was a nightmare in human history. I 
believe that the OCA is attempting to dehumanize homosexuals by 
labeling them as perverse and less than human, and that such 
labeling is dangerous. 

My comments were not meant to imply that any member of the OCA 
has or would commit any act of violence against homosexuals. 
What alarms me is the relationship between dehumanizing labels 
and acts of violence directed against gays by people who find the 
OCA's message encouraging of aggression, regardless of whether 
the OCA intended to encourage that aggression. While each of us 
individually or as a member of a group has a right to free 
expression, we also have a responsibility that such expression 
does not incite violence in others. There is far too much 
violence against homosexuals now, and that makes Portland less 
safe as a community. 

I see it as my duty as Mayor to insure the safety and fundamental 
rights of all Portland citizens. In my view, the protection of 
the city's civil rights ordinance is needed in response to the 
real physical danger and measurable discrimination facing gay 
people every day. If these conditions did not exist, there would 
be no need for this law. 

It is my hope for Portland's future that as we live peacefully 
according to our individual beliefs, we will also learn to treat 
each other humanely, despite our differences. Thank you for 
taking the time to write. These are difficult times and 
difficult issues. There are no easy answers. 

JEBC: jp: 2 

Si~re~y, 

J.~ Clark 
Mayor 
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Cm'OF 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

November 4, 1992 

Mr. and Mrs. Gill 
8719 N. Wilbur 
Portland, OR 97217 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gill: 

V ✓J 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, M.ayor 

1220 s.w. 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 8234120 

I appreciate that you and I hold differing views about 
homosexuality. In responding to your letter I am not attempting 
to persuade you to change your views. I do wish to explain, 
however, that my comment about the OCA and Adolph Hitler was 
referencing the similarity I see between the two. That 
similarity is simply this: Extreme prejudice dehumanizes its 
object. Hitler dehumanized more than one ethnic group and a 
religion. What followed was a nightmare in human history. I 
believe that the OCA is attempting to dehumanize homosexuals by 
labeling them as perverse and less than human, and that such 
labeling is dangerous. 

My comments were not meant to imply that any member of the OCA 
has or would commit any act of violence against homosexuals. 
What alarms me is the relationship between dehumanizing labels 
and acts of violence directed against gays by people who find the 
OCA's message encouraging of aggression, regardless of whether 
the OCA intended to encourage that aggression. While each of us 
individually or as a member of a group has a right to free 
expression, we also have a responsibility that such expression 
does not incite violence in others. There is far too much 
violence against homosexuals now, and that makes Portland less 
safe as a community. 

I see it as my duty as Mayor to insure the safety and fundamental 
rights of all Portland citizens. In my view, the protection of 
the City's civil rights ordinance is needed in response to the 
real physical danger and measurable discrimination facing gay 
people every day. If these conditions did not exist, there would 
be no need for this law. 

It is my hope for Portiand's future that as we live peacefully 
according to our individual beliefs, we will also learn to treat 
each other humanely, despite our differences. Thank you for 
taking the time to write . These are difficult times and 
difficult i ssues . There are no easy answers. 

JEBC:jp:2 

Si;Zre~/, 

J.r.~ Clark 
Mayor 
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CITY OF 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Ms. Brenda Lyon 
19605 N.W. Kay Road 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 

Dear Ms. Lyon: 

November 4, 1991 

U) 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, Mayor 

1220S.W 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 823-4120 

I appreciate that you and I hold differing views about 
homosexuality. In responding to your letter I am not attempting 
to persuade you to change your views . I do wish to explain, 
however, that my comment about the OCA and Adolph Hitler was 
referencing the similarity I see between the two. That 
similarity is simply this: Extreme prejudice dehumanizes its 
object. Hitler dehumanized more than one ethnic group and a 
religion. What followed was a nightmare in human history. I 
believe that the OCA is attempting to dehumanize homosexuals by 
labeling them as perverse and less than human, and that such 
labeling is dangerous. 

My comments were not meant to imply that any member of the OCA 
has or would commit any act of violence against homosexuals. 
What alarms me is the relationship between dehumanizing labels 
and acts of violence directed against gays by people who find the 
OCA's message encouraging of aggression, regardless of whether 
the OCA intended to encourage that aggression. While each of us 
individually or as a member of a group has a right to free 
expression, we also have a responsibility that such expression 
does not incite violence in others. There is far too much 
violence against homosexuals now, and that makes Portland less 
safe as a community. 

I see it as my duty as Mayor to insure the safety and fundamental 
rights of all Portland citizens. In my view, the protection of 
the City's civil rights ordinance is needed in response to the 
real physical danger and measurable discrimination facing gay 
people every day. If these conditions did not exist, there would 
be no need for this law. 

It is my hope for Portland's future that as we live peacefully 
according to our individual beliefs, we will also learn to treat 
each other humanely, despite our differences. Thank you for 
taking the time to write. These are difficult times and 
difficult issues. There are no easy answers. 

JEBC: jp: 2 

Siri~~,, 

J .ff'.Uf::d Clark 
Mayor 
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CllYOF 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Mr. Jerry A. Gardner 
749 S.E. 112th 
Portland, OR 97216 

Dear Mr. Gardner: 

November 4, 1991 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, Mayor . 

1220 s.w 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 8234120 

I appreciate that you and I hold differing views about 
homosexuality. In responding to your letter I am not attempting 
to persuade you to change your views. I do wish to explain, 
however, that my comment about the OCA and Adolph Hitler was 
referencing the similarity I see between the two. That 
similarity is simply this: Extreme prejudice dehumanizes its 
object. Hitler dehumanized more than one ethnic group and a 
religion. What followed was a nightmare in human history. I 
believe that the OCA is attempting to dehumanize homosexuals by 
labeling them as perverse and less than human, and that such 
labeling is dangerous. 

My comments were not meant to imply that any member of the OCA 
has or would commit any act of violence against homosexuals. 
What alarms me is the relationship between dehumanizing labels 
and acts of violence directed against gays by people who find the 
OCA's message encouraging of aggression, regardless of whether 
the OCA intended to encourage that aggression. While each of us 
individually or as a member of a group has a right to free 
expression, we also have a responsibility that such expression 
does not incite violence in others. There is far too much 
violence against homosexuals now, and that makes Portland less 
safe as a community. 

I see it as my duty as Mayor to insure the safety and fundamental 
rights of all Portland citizens. In my view, the protection of 
the City's civil rights ordinance is needed in response to the 
real physical danger and measurable discrimination facing gay 
people every day. If these conditions did not exist, there would 
be no need for this law. 

It is my hope for Portland's future that as we live peacefully 
according to our individual beliefs, we will also learn to treat 
each other humanely, despite our differences. Thank you for 
taking the time to write. These are difficult times and 
difficult issues. There are no easy answers. 

JEBC:jp:2 

Si~rel#, 

J.f.~ Clark 
Mayor 



The Honorable Bud Clark 
Mayor of Portland, Or. 
RE: Homosexuality 

Dear Mayor Clark: 
Please take a moment! 

10-22-91 
RE;:<,.·~~./,, ·: 

OCT ,2 4 1991 

On the news the other night, I heard you compare those in 
opposition to the City Councils new law regarding homosexuality 
to Adolf Hitler. After much consideration, I feel I must share 
with you my thoughts. 

Although I am only 41, and was not a witness to it, in 1939 
when the movie Gone With 'l'he Wind was released, there was, I under
stand, a tremendous public outcry regarding the use of the word 
damn. Society wondered what moral effect this might have on the 
country. It certainly does not take much effort to chart the 
degeneration of the movie industry over the last 52 years. Nor 
does it require more than a logical thinking individual to chart 
the degeneration of society during this same period of time. 

Through the sixties, seventies and eighties we have witnessed 
a sexual freedom evolve in this country. One which strikes at the 
very heart and fiber of what has kept America strong during the 
past two centuries. The natural structure of the family unit, 
father, mother and siblings. During this time we have seen a 
marked increase in divorce, rape and incest. All of which further 
destroy the natural family structure. We've seen a great increase 
in venereal diseases such as syphilis and gonorrhea. And now we 
have herpes and AIDS, for which there are no cure. It does not 
require a college degree to see that the disease is a natural 
consequence of the behavior, and that the behavior only perpetuates 

the disease. Natures way of saying, this is not normal, not right. 
In this country we have several million people, who by gen

etics or choice, are termed Alcoholics. Their moral behavior is 
socially unacceptable. Even though these individuals are entitled 
to the same equal rights under our laws as everyone else, we force 
them into treatment to change their moral behavior. Why? Their 
behavior is not only harmful to them, but to the rest of society 
also. 

( 1) 



Pg. 2 

1 Homosexuals too, are already afforded equal rights as indi-, 
viduals who live under the laws of our land. Additional legisla-
tion in this area is not what is needed. Over 85 percent of the 
AIDS cases in this country are traced directly to the unnatural 
sexual behavior of the homosexual. The other 15 percent can also 
be indirectly traced back to that behavior. This is not an issue 
of equal rights, but an issue of the laws of nature, and what is 
morally right. Why do we force the alcoholic to change his behavior? 
It is harmful to him, and others in our society! Why then do we 
allow the homosexual to choose to continue in a behavior with a 
potential danger far greater? A danger not only to himself, but 
to society as well. 

If we want to get a handle on the spread of AIDS in our country, 
the logical thing to do, would be to change the behavior which 
causes and spreads the disease. 

My dear Mayor Clark, we need to build up the family structure 
in this country, not tear it down further by approving of behavior 
which calls for its near extinction. Adolf Hitler destroyed the 
family structure of his country. Children were taken from their 
parents, and educated by the state. Family members were encouraged 
to discredit one another to stay in good graces with the governing 
authorities. Many things took place under Hitlers rule that we 
call immoral. An individual or group of individuals that want to 
preserve the laws of nature which govern the procreation of future 
generations, who take their stand against the perversion of that 
natural law, I would hardly compare to Adolf Hitler. 

I am not a member of the OCA or any other group currently 
challenging the decision of the city council. I am however a child 
of God, which we all have the potential of becoming. After careful 
thought as to what I've seen and heard taking place in the city of 
Portland in the past couple of weeks, I can only think of one more 
thing I need to say to you and the entire city council. Shame on 
you, shame on all of you! 

Jerry A. Gardner 
749 SE 112th 
Portland, Or. 97216 

Please reply, 



CllYOF 

PORTLAND, OREGON NOV -; 2 1991 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

November 4, 1991 

Office of 
J.E. Bud Clark, Mayor 

1220 s.w 5th 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 8234120 

Mr. Chris Lindley 
611 Audel Avenue 
Eugene, OR 97404 

f/4)1}1sef#Jn/$ Jtre ne/thet It ,ellj'1011 

Dear Mr. Lindley: 
V1 o '(' It N ~1/J 1/J 1't!, 9_, 'f Otl/J ~ 

/f1tll/J 6htJuld Yfof be Trmfe/1 as 
I appreciate that you and I hold differing views about 
homosexuality. In responding to your letter I am not attempting 
to persuade you to change your views. I do wish to explain, 
howe v er, th=t :my ccmnv~nt 2-.bout the OCl'-. und l ~dalph Hi tle:::- was 
referencing the similarity I see between the two. That 
similarity is simply this: Extreme prejudice dehumanizes its 
object. Hitler dehumanized more than one ethnic group and a 
religion. What followed was a nightmare in human history. I 
believe that the OCA is attempting to dehumanizE: homosexuals by 
labeling them as erverse and less than human, and that such 

t labeling is dangerous. n -r1. • -:-t-, ' h ' I A -f1. 
II If 11 '(u._ e - /net 'r rf t!.,( ICJJ15) UJi t<!,,vt 1ney Cd.ft:3 

/ ~ , -L) My comments were not meant to imply that any member of the OCA O/J / 
l'l4/2{; has or would commit any act of violence against homosexuals. /-, 

U • 1 'i?hat alarrr.s m~ ~s thE:: re1atlor1ship b,;tween dehumanizing labels 
and acts of violence directed against gays by people who find the 
OCA' s message encouraging of aggression, regarclJ.ess of whether 
the OCA intended to encourage that aggression. While each of us 
individually or as a member of a group has a right to free 
expression, we also have a responsibility that such expression 
does not incite violence in others. There is far too much 
violence against homosexuals now, and that makes Portland less 
safe as a community . 

I see it as my duty as Mayor to insure the safety and fundamental 
rights of all Portland citizens. Tn my view, the :protecti-:m of 
the City's civil riqhts ordinance is needed in response to the 
real physical danger and measurable discrimination facing gay 
people every day . If these conditions did not ext s ~ , there woul~ 
b7 no need for }qis law ·.,:Cf htJ1111JSexu1r/s lf)O« ld ahoo. e I u no. 
1011qe'f Pt'A·t!ntJ.e Meir- 6fltJse~ £Je'f Vers1011/ 'tl,e'<'e uJ@tt e no Meed., 

It i's my nope for Portland's tutu e l that as we live peaceful y ; 
according to our individual beliefs, we will also learn to treat 
each other humanely, despite our differences. Tha nk you for 
taking the time to write. These are difficult times and e / 
difficult issues . ']'here are no easy answers. () If ye'£ #ere Is y . 

Si~c rely, F1rsf-"J"eSlL$,~f 
J _ I. and tfretf:J{!//-! 

J. . Bud Clark \jl' 

y)J 1f?e COtillltY' f 
Jibe, 1tl 5 A-< 

f~ 

Mayor 
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