




































ALAN PERRY / SPECIAL TO THE OREGONIAN 

District of diversity: An advisory committee for the Burnside Triangle. area of downtown Portland is 
surveying residents, businesses and visitors through Dec. 15 about their ideas for the area bounded by West 
Burnside Street and Southwest Alder Street, 14th Avenue and Broadway. The survey is trying to determine 
whether there is interest in making the triangle a gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender-identified district. Copies 
of the survey may be obtained through the Office of Neighborhood Involvement or online at www.snabulus.com/ 
survgen/btagsurvey.html. This view is from Southwest 13th Avenue and Stark Street toward Broadway. 
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ABOUT 
Planners to lay out options 
for downtown along rivers 

The Portland Development 
Commission will hold a meeting 
Thursday on options to revital­
ize downtown just west of Tom 
McCall Waterfront Park and 
Naito Parkway. It will be from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. in the Portland 
Building auditorium, 1120 S.W. 
FifthAve. • 

The area under study is from 
the parkway to Second Avenue 
and from Northwest Everett 
Street to Southwest Market 
Street. Some say this section, de­
veloped early, has not reached 
its potential, with many proper­
ties underused and a lack of 
openness and connection with 
the park and river. 

A consultant team will explain 
redevelopment options. The 
team includes Emmons Archi­
tects, Shiels ObletzJohnsen, 
Lango Hansen, E.D. Hovee, 
Dean Macris, Urban Design As­
sociates, Mark Friel, and the Na -
tional Trust for Historic Preser­
vation's Heritage Property Serv­
ices. 

♦ 

Dec. 15 is the deadline to reg­
ister for a space on the updated 
Oregon No Call List. The list 
prevents most telemarketing 
callers from reaching residential 
phones. Cell phones are in­
cluded. 

The 1999 No Call Law blocks 
residential and cell phone cus­
tomers from telemarketers' lists. 
Companies that call numbers on 
the No Call List are subject to 
fines up to $25,000. To date, 120 
companies have been fined more 
than $450,000 . 

. Subscribing to the No Call List 
costs $6.50 for the first year and 
$3 each year thereafter. Oregon 
phone customers may subscribe 
by calling 1-877 -700-6622 or 
visiting the web at www.omocal­
l.com. 

♦ 

Carole Ann Best, a South­
east Portland resident who helps 
children and _their families in 
need, received the 12th annual 
Lowenstein Trust Award on 
Wednesday in Portland City 
Council chambers. 

The annual $7,500 award goes 
to a person who makes extraordi­
narv efforts to help vulnerable 
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Prop d "·a., ' ' . Let's hav:e a park dedicated to those 
With articles like this, I am not 

missing much by nofreading the . 
. ates acceptance and embraces our 
. difference_s. To know that support is 
extended.from even the smallestpor­
tion of evangelists or heterosexuals is • 
comforting, and sends the notion that 

, OSe · gay istrict ,,, with,blond'hair. There were many in 
lS a flawed idea history with blond.hair who helped 

Portland Tribune. ·-
Kim Bahr 

Beaverton 
I just happened to pick up a Port­

land Tribune that was left on the bus 
and read the column "City's gay histo­
ry belongs to us all" (On urban issues, 
Aug. 6). Although it had some good 

, points, it was, like many of the gay is-
sues, illogical. • 

First off, why should the Burnsi~e 
Triangle be labeled as a gay district? 
You stated that physician and lesbian 
Marie Equi lived there ,and provided 
medical services tothe poor. Give her 
credit for what she did and not for her 
sexual preference, Just because she . 

-- lived.there doesn't make the-location· 
prime for the gay district. 

You mentioned the lack of protest 
when Chinatown was redeveloped. 
That is a culture issue dealing with 
customs and race, not sexual prefer-

• ence. Do we have a heterosexual 
square? What about a square for 

1 threesomes? 
You said, "We came together, gays, 

whites, blacks et al." - again, dealing 

others. George Washington should be 
noted for his white wig because he led • 
the troops fighting for freedom. .Tha ks fi op • 'nd 

If your article was to promote taler~ ,n or ~ -·!"1 , 
ance, columnist Promise King lost fo- , on issue. of gay distnct 
cus in trying to promote the gay con-
tribution to society. People in history I want to thank columnist Promise 
didn't make their contributions be- . • King for his piece regarding homo-
cause they were gay; they made them sexuals and the recent decision to 
because they were people. Granted, preserve the historic gay district in • 

somehow, America works. • 
• By sending a.positive message to 
those who do not understand or "ac­
cept" us, we truly are'-shaping the 
minds of Oregon, and it's so reward­
ing to watch this unfold. ' . 

Mark,-~yan Pavlicek 
Tigard 

some individuals have received unfair our fair city . . • . . OIHOI-J nd ' ' ·ht to bu 'ld 
judgments because society can be •. • I'm a gay 20-year-old, and Portland rv, ". a lS ng , , i 
narrow-minded. has always been my home. I feel so more , mass transit 

I don't agree with the City Council's fortunate to have grown up in this • 
decision to dedicate a part of down- . state, mqstly untouched by discrimi- Kudos to Tri-Met and Fred Hansen 
towh to the preservation of gay histo, -- nation and-alw::IYS .v.;;1lued. I have the for. coming forward with their Transit 
ry and culture. Can't we dedicate a blessing ofliving my life free without Investm_ent Plan (City transit is on 
part of dow_ntown to those who lived harsh speculation, hatred, isolation the right track, My View, July 26). It 
their lives in ~ervice to other:s or or exclusion. This is a feat no other is important that we not lose momen-
made a positive contribution to socie- major city seems to completely at, · , tum in growing our transit system to 
ty, rather than refer to their sexual tain. • keep pace with population growth in • 

• preference? It.is such an amazing feeli,ng to be the region. As Glenn Pascall, regional 
Did Mr. King mention that he was , accepted, where our fate as human economist at the University Qf Wash-

heterosexual because he didn't want beings is embraced in a sense of good irigton, says, "Tra'n~portation is not 
people to think he was gay? Who is . regard and affection. an end fo itself. It is the ineans to mo-
judging whom? Journalism such as this perpetu- bility and access. Thes~ are 'rights' -

IQIJll&."'4,;g~~~~~ .... mr.....- ~I· El~ 
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ing' among the worst. The remainder have 
mixed or unclear records. 

In the six states where courts have heard cus­
tody or visitation disputes invo\ving trans par­
ents, two states, Colorado and Montana, 
revealed a good record while two other states, 
Nevada and Oregon, had bad records. Both 
Ohio ai1d Missouri had mixed or unclea_r record~; 

"The trend is going in the nght d1rect1on, 
Bennett sa.id. "But that is a small consolation for 
parents and children who in some states contin­
ue ni be tom apart 61 the heartlessness of preJ u­
dice_ We still have a long way to go to achieve 
the justice-all our families deserve." 

TRIANGLE GROUP 

ANNOUNCES PUBLIC 

HISTORY TOURS 

T he Burnside Triangle Advisory Group will 
play host to two public tours highlighting 

more than 100 years of gay and lesbian history m 
the neighborhood from 1 to 3 p.m. Sept. 28 and_29. 

Interested parties are asked to gather Just 
prior .to the start time outside Ringlers Pub at 
the comer of Southwest 14th Avenue and West 
Burnside. The tours are free, open to the public 
and wheelchair accessible. • 

The advisory group, organized by the Metro­
politan Human Rights Center, will a?vise the city 
on redevelopment plans for Portland s h1stonc gay 
district. It is a citizen-led effort to share ideas and 
concerns in the West End redevelopment efforts 
specific to the Burnside Triangle. The group 1s 
seeking improveme_nts such as more trees and 
foliage to give the area more of a dayttme walkway 

~ feel and an.atmosphere that eventually migh,t lead 
to closing Southwest Stark Street on weekends for 
festivals and pedestrian-only use. -

For more information call Melinda Marie Jene at 
503-653-8893 or Brian Hoop at 503-823-3075. 

mittee Nov. 25. The 23-member team con­
sists of leaders from throughout the· state of 
Oregon, with people from Bend, Corvallis, 
Newport, Echo, Umatilla, Baker City, Rose­
burg, Medford, Salem and the Portland met­
ropolitan area. 

"I've always reached out to the best peo­
ple available regardless of their political 
beliefs," Kulongoski said. "The people of 
Oregon expect the best, and this _transition 
team helps me set the table to grow the 
economy and create good jobs." 

Kulongoski will rely on this group to 
advise him on the creation of his administra­
tion, and he said he will use them on a regu- · 
lar basis throughout his term in office. "Gov­
ernment must be restructured; we must do 
things differently, and this group will help me 
make the smart choices necessary to accom­
plish this." 

Among the team members is Cascade AIDS 
Project executive director Thomas Bruner, a 
hationally recognized nonprofit leader with 17 
years of experience in health and human ser­
vices and 15 years of successful nonprofit man­
agement expertise. From 1988 to 1998 he 
served as the founding executive director of 
AIDS Outreach Center in Fort Worth; Texas. 

------ . • ~-----
ADVISORY GROUP J , 

lANNOUNCES PUBLIC SURVEY) 

T he Burnside Triangle Advisory Group is 
• conducting a public survey regarding future 

plans for Portland's historic queer district 
through Dec. 15_ Residents, visitors, property 
owners, members of the sexual qiinorities com­
munity and other interested parties are invited 
to voice their views and concerns about this 
important issue. 

Copies of the survey may be obtained from 
many local businesses and from the Office of 
Neighborhood Involvement at Portland City 
Hall. A survey team also will be canvassing in 
the Triangle during the coming weeks. 

The advisory group was authorized by the 
Portland City Council as part of the downtown 
West End Plan approved in January. It is a cit­
izen-led effort to investigate and share ideas 
and concerns with officials in their redevelop­
ment efforts specific_ to the Burnside Triangle. 

Anyone may complete the survey online at 
www_snabulus .com/survgen/btagsurvey. html. 
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Going down in history 
To THE EDITOR: 

,, .. ""'• he . Burnside Triangle occupies a central 
i place in the history of gay men and lesbians 

in the Portland metro area. 
The life of prominent lesbian doctor and 

social activist Marie Equi is one extraordinary 
example of chis rich history. During the early • 
decades of the 20 century, the Burnside Triangle 
was home to Equi, her partner, Harriet Speck­
hart, ,md Equi's adopted daughter, Mary. 

When Equi, a pacifist, 6penly opposed U.S. 
entry into World War I, the federal government 
tried her on treason charges. The prosecutor 
attempted co use her lesbianism against her at 
trial. Equi ultimately was convicted under a new 
espionage act. and served time at San Quentin 
Prison in California. 

Before gay liberation, lesbian feminism and 
the sexual revolution of the lace I 960s and earl y 
1970s, homosexual men and women lived in a 
society chat offered no civi l rights protections in 
employment, housing or public accommoda­
tions and no visible communi ty advocacy pro­
grams. In such a world, the bars and clubs in the 
Burnside Triangle were some of the primary 
social gathering places for gay men and lesbians 
in Portland. 

Because the neighborhood was known as a 
place frequented by homosexual men and 
"unsexed ~omen," it was also a place ta rgeted 
by police · and city officials· in their efforts co 
monitor and control the activities of gay men 
and lesbians. In 1912 police officials and City 
Hall mounted a same-~ex vice investigation 
chat ruined the careers of several prominent 
closeted homosexual/bisexual men and led to 
the suicide of one man's wife. In the lace I 940s 
the Portland Vice Squad reported on the activ­
ities nf male and female impersonators at the 
o ld Music Hall on Southwest !Och Avenue and 
tm the cruising prospects fo r "confirmed les­
bians" at the former Buick Cafe on Southwest 
Washington Street. 

During the 1970s the Portland Town Coun­
cil, a gay business association firmly rooted in 
the Burnside Triangle, played a leading role in 
contravening the efforts of city officials and 
police co dismantle the "homosexual presence" 
in ·Porcland. The work of these leaders, together 
with chos_e of social activists, ~ucceeded in bring- . 
ing abou t a significant change in . attitudes 
coward the queer community. 

The Burnside Triangle c·oncinues co be a des­
tination of choice for many gay, lesbian, bi and 
trans residents of and visitors co the metropoli­
tan region. As a social and entertainment neigh­
borhood with a rich history, it is one important 
area in the l~rge r queer geography of Portland. 

---

To publicly recognize and commemorate the 
Burnside Triangle as a historically gay district 
affirms the struggle of gay, lesbian, bi and trans 
people co achieve full citizenship in Portland 
and honors the contributions they have made co 
the city throughout its history. The citizens of 
Portland have demonstrated the value of such 
public memorials _in adding co the city's soc ial 
fab ric: Witness the Japanese American park on 
the waterfront, a revitalized Chinatown and the 
experiences of African Americans to be recog­
nized at stations along the Interstate MAX line. 

JACOB BROSTOFF AND MELINDA MARIE )ETrE 

Burnside Triangle Advisory Group Co-Chairs 
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GIVE PEACE A CHANCE 
Lesbian pacifist was accused of sedition more than 80 years ago 
for Portland protest by Pat Young 

D
uring the Burnside Triangle public 
history tours in September, the 
story of one outspoken woman 
contained provocative parallels to 
the U.S. government's current 

crackdown on antl~w tors. 
o was ar ie Equi? A doctor, feminist, 

pad(ist, agitator, lesbian ! 
"She was always in the newspapers surround~ 

ed by controversy," community historian Tom 
Cook says. uShe was totally into other women. 
She didn't have any interest in men at all." 

And that was just for starters. 
Equi was born April 7, 1872, in Massachu­

setts. She attended Wellesley College, where 
she met her good friend Bess Holcomb. 

When Holcomb accepted a teaching posi~ 
tion in The Dalles, .Equi moved out West with 
her. The town seemed to accept the two women 
and thought nothing of their Boston marriage. 

However, in July 1893, they created quite a 
stir when Equi threatened to horsewhip the Rev. 
O.D. Taylor, president of the school's board, 
concerning a dispute in Holcomb's sa lary. She 
almost had her way, but he escaped her wrath, 
and she was arrested for her efforts. 

A few years later, the pair moved to San 
Francisco, where Holcomb found another 
teaching job. TI1eir relationship did not last. It's 
unclear why they broke up, but Hal.comb mar, 
ried ::.nd rerrwined in California. Equi entered 
college and later moved to Oregon, where in 
1903 she became one of the first women to grad, 
uatc from University of Oregon Medical School. 

ln Portland, &Jui set up a health clinic in the 
Lafayette Building located at the comer of 
Southwest Six th Avenue and Washington 
Street. The majority of her patients were 
women, and most were poor. In addition to reg, 
ular care, she was one of the few doctors in Port, 
land who performed abortions. 

Equi hired Harriet Speckart to be her med­
ical assistant in l 906. They ended up as lovers 
and remained together for almost 20 years, dur, 
ing which t ime they adopted a daughter. They 
lived in several places on the west side of Port, 
land, including Hotel Otegon at Southwest 
Bi·oadway and Stark Street. 

"While she was with Harriet, she was having 
affairs, too.'' Cook notes. Planned Parenthood 
founder Margaret Sanger "made a comment that 
every time a political woman came to Portland, 
Marie Equi was there to capture her attention." 

C.ook points to when she was on trial for her 
opposition to World War I. The FBI's source was a 
woman who lived in the hotel room next to Equi's. 

"She was telling the FBI the things that she 
was hearing through the walls, and these were 
the nights when Harriet was not in Portland," 
Cook says with a laugh. "But you have_ to cake 
that with a gra in of salt." ' 

In addition to her work as a doctor, Equi was 
an advocate for the working class and immi­
grants. She supported the Industrial Workers of 
the World and women's suffrage and assisted 
Sanger when she came co Portland. 

Equi was often on the streets protestlng one 
cause or another. But it was her optx)Sition to 
World War I that ultimately landed her in prison. 

According to Nancy Krieger's 1983 article 
"Queen of the Bolsheviks," Equi joined the 
American Union Against Militarism, an organi, 
zation that believed the real reason the United 
States wanted to enter the war was for econom, 
ic profit. She gave emotionally charged speech­
es at several gatherings. 

Marie Equi was one of the few doctors in 
Portland who performed abortions 

Meanwhile, rallies were held across the 
nation in support of the war. On June 14, 1916, 
about 20,000 people flocked downtown for Port­
land's Preparedness Day Parade. 

Krieger notes, 11 Equi outdid herself by carry, 
ing her anti , imperialist politics" when she 
walked into the crowd and held up a banner 
reading: "Prepare to Die, Workingmen. J.P. 
Morgan & Co. Want Preparedness for Profit. 
'11,ou Shall Not Kill.'" 

Needless to say, she almost started a riot as 
people core the banner apart and police arrested 
her. But a few days later, she was a.t it a.gain. 
Only this time, she climbed a telephone pole 
and waved another banner- "Down with the 
imperialist War." Police needed the assistance of 
the fire department to get her down from the 
telephone pole. 

As soon as che United States entered the 
war, the government passed the Espionage Act, 
which clamped down on anti,war activities. 
When the Sedition Law was added in 1918, it 
became illegal to criticize the government, con, 
stitution, military or flag. "It was this new law 
which finally snared Equi/' Krieger writes. 

Equi was arrested in June 191 8 for a speech 
she gave in Portland. The Justice Department 
hired an informant to keep tabs on her until her 
trial, which didn'tsrartuntil Nov. 12, 1918, a day 
after the war ended. The government lined up an 
assortment of people to speak against Equi. And 
she responded with just as many supporters. • 

Krieger describes a confrontation between 
Equi and the prosecutor as the highlight of the 
trial. Newspapers reported there seldom h~d 
been such a courtroom battle of wits between a 
man and a woman. 

Equi was found guilty and sentenced to three 
years in jail. She appealed the case but evencu, 
ally was ordered co San Quentin Prison on 
Oct. 19, 1920. Her sentence later was commut, 
ed to a yea r and a half. 

After prison, Equi lived a quieter life becaus~ 
of the calmCr pol itical climate and her failing 
health . She died July !3 , !952, in Portland. jr.l 

PAT YOUNG is a Portland free-lance writer and 
gay and lesbian historian. 
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OUT OF THIS WORLD 
Goy globetrotter goes o,a on international adventure 
by Tom Stevenson 

B 
efore you read this 
story, take a 
breath-a deep, 
deep breath. Be­
cause after you 

learn about Brian Westbrook, 
it's almost a guarantee you 
wi ll be exhausted. 

This 25-year-old gay Port­
lander is, in all respects, a 
man on the go. If you need a 
cliche to judge him by, think 
of the Energizer Bunny, dou, 
ble the action, and you might 
come close. 

Westbrook has spent the 
past year roaring. through queer 
festivals worldwide. He has 
celebrated in the midst of tens 
of thou;ands of gay men and 
lesbians at Walt Disney World 
in Orlando, Fla.; served as a 
key party man at Portland's 
own Pride eventi checked out 
the newe.5t, hottest and best 
clubs in Washington, D.C.; 
and whooped it up with the 
throngs in London, Paris and 
ltaly. 

lt all started in May with 
his trip to Orlando- for Gay 
Days 2002. He describes the 
event as a "fun-filled weekend 
of circuit parties, Disney magic and plenty of hot 
shirtless gay boys ... I think I was the only one 
not on drugs, which made it even more fun." 

Westbrook says Portland Pride 2002 in June 
gave him a chance to see the othCr side of the 
celebrations. He volunteered his time by run, 
ning errands, coordinating various aspects of the 
event and dealing with the media. 

11I enjoyed Portland's Pride because it was 
local and because it's a great chance to hang with 
all my friends here in town," he says. "I most 
enjoyed cl,e festival and working wit!, all the vol­
unteers. I worked long, exhausting days, but it 
was a great sense of pride when it was all done." 

Less than a week later, Westbrook was off to 
Washington, D.C., to celebrate his father's 
retirement after 30 years in the Air Force. He 
transfonned it into yet another special adven, 
ture. 11 lt was Dad's retirement turned Brian's 
weekend out in D.C.," he says with a chuckle. 

After another long flight home, he left just 
three days later for Paris and London. He is no 
stranger to Europe and has friends in both cities. 

Westbrook arrived in Paris on a Saturday, eel, 
ebrated Pride, then fulfilled a longtime dream by 
traveling via the Eurostar high,speed train co 
London. He arrived in time to "do some clubbing" 
and to enjoy that city's gay·Mardi Gras festival. 

Since d1en he's taken trips to San Francisco 
for September's Folsom Street Fair; Anaheim, 
Calif., for October's Gay Days 2 at Disneyland; 
St. Louis to visit friends; and New York C ity on 
business. He also just spent Thanksgiving in Italy, 
and he1ll be ringing in the new year in Europe. 

back, 'those who need to know, know' 
approach," he says. 

Westbrook works as the Internet developer 
for the Portland Trail Blazers and its affili ates: 
the Portland Fire, the Rose Quarter, Jamm in 
95.5 FM, NewsRadio 750 KXL and some cable 
networks. He also has done on,the,air work for 
the radio stations, repo_rting on "mostly techy, 
type stories." He enjoys both facets of his job. 

111 am responsible for 18 Web sites," he says. 11It's 
challenging and rewarding, but most of all it's a lot 
of fun. I'm forrunate to work for a supportive com­
pany, and l really enjoy the people I work with. I'm 
out to most of my co,workers, and nobody really 
seems to be bothered by it.. .. Working in radio has 
proven to be a dynamic industry ... lots of cl1anges 
and plenty of interesting people to work with." 

On top of all his travels, Westbrook served as 
co-host of "The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
Party11 in October at Boxxes. He and Portland 
drag queen Misha Rockefeller put on cl1e wild 
event, which featured water guns, a costume 
contest and "lots of lingerie." 

ns1 enng 1s vast experience exploring 
the "gayOOrhoods" of so many cities, Westbrook 
has been able to fonnulate a few observations 
about how Portland stacks up. He says some 
queer districts are obvious, with rainbow flags 
and same,sex couples holding hands; in other 
places, people have to know. where they're going. 

His advice for the Rose C ity? "Portland's 
gayborhood' 'needs an identity," he says. 
'There's no recognition, and even those in the 
community itself don't even know what that 
means. I know there's an initiative to officially 

Westbrook, who says he is single. but accept- recognize the neighborhood ... but a true 'gay­
- ing applications, has made his home for borhood' like the Castro in San Francisco or the 

the past year in the West Hills of Portland. He Dupont area of D.C. are more defined, where 
grew up in Vancouver and Kent, Wash., as well people live and play ... not just where a few bars 
as Southern California. and clubs happen to be located together." jr.l 

He has been out to himself since age 18 or 19 r-., _ _,,------,-------J 
but came out to his parents, friends and co- OM STEVENSON is a Portland free,lance «niter 
workers two years ago. ''Now·! take a very laid- who can be reach,d at ruraltom@yahoo.com . 
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Efill,~Jui~~t brings invisible history to light . 
Melinda Maria Jette will 
lead tours of the gay district 
in the Burnside Triangle 

By JOE FITZGIBBON 
SPECIAL TO HIE OREGONIAN 

Melinda Maria Jette likes to call 
the Burnside Triangle the city's 
invisible historic district. 

As a doctoral candidate with a 
passion for urban history, Jette has 
compiled a century of gay and les­
bian news stories focusing on the 
rarely told accounts of life in a 12-
block area of hotels, cafes and 
nightclubs in Southwest Portland. 

Standing before the Medical 
Building on Southwest Alder 
Street near Park Avenue, Jette 
pointed to a fifth-floor window. 

"That's where a young man 
who was about to be arrested for 
sodomy . , . jumped out to the 
rooftop of the theater next door," 
she said. 

should back away from it just be- BURNSIDE TRIANGLE great rapport with the gay busi-
cause it makes a few people un- nesses in the area, but I'm disap-
comfortable." HISTORY TOUR pointed and disturbed that they 

Jette also is a member of the When: Saturday and Sunday are moving ahead with this pro-
Burnside Triangle Advisory Com- from 1-3 p.m. cess without involving all the 
mittee, formed in January after the Where: Meet outside Ringler's stakeholders," Nathan said. 
City Council approved the West Pub, corner of southwest14th Committee members said they 
End Development Plan which , Avenue and west Burnside were behind schedule but ex-
guides development for the area. street pected to meet with the neighbor-

The plan calls for redeveloping HIQhlkJhts: 100 years of gay hood association and other busi-
and landscaping a 60-block chunk and lesbian history, including ness leaders in the next few 
of downtown, including the Burn- bars. cafes, hotels, music halls, months. The committee, which 
side Triangle and the 12-block nightclubs and gay-friendly meets every other Thursday, 
area between Northwest Couch businesses. Guides will discuss meets next at 6:30 p.m., Oct. 3, at 
and Southwest Washington streets scandals, discrimination, per- City Hall. 
and Interstate 405 to Northwest sonalities and vice squads as Brostoff said his group's great-
NinthAvenue. well as social and attitude est challenge is to find ways to eel-

A key provision of the plan is changes in the past century. ebrate the rich history and funky 
the designation of the compact Cost free; wheelchair accessi- character of the neighborhood 
enclave of clubs, hotels and shops ble • without becoming the next victim 
within the triangle as a central city Information: Melinda Marie of gentrification. While some sur-
entertainment district, 'which Jette, tour guide at vey respondents want to maintain 
makes community celebrations 503-653-8893 or Brian Hoop at a focus on gay nightlife, others in-
easier to hold. It specifies the area the Office of Neighborhood eluding Brostoff want less traffic, a 
for "its continuation as a Gay/ Involvement. 503-823-3075 mix of straights and gays working 
Lesbian/Bisexual Transgender and living side-by-side, and a safe 
friendly environment." environment for sexual minorities. 

City planner Barbara Sack said 'We know that there are some The greatest fear of residents 
zoning modifications for the area who want to see more landscap- and club owners, he said, is that 
are designed to encourage the re- ing along the streets and side- they will be absorbed by massive 
development of vacant lots with- walks, 0thers who want places developments similar to the near­
out affecting gay-oriented shops, where they can bring their farni- by Brewery Blocks. 
clubs and affordable housing lies, and many, like myself, who'd "If the kind of commercial de-

like to see Stark Street closed off 
units. from time to time for festivals and velopers we've seen in the Pearl 

"We're trying to preserve what celebrations," said Jacob Brostoff, District move in, land prices will 
makes this area unique, especially skyrocket, and what we love most 
the important number of housing chairman of the group. "But, there about the area will change," he 

Along the way, participants will and independent businesses in are also those who worry that said. 
learn about the same-sex vice the area," Sack said. "We've liber- we're going to create a gay ghet- Jette is eager to help keep the 

This weekend, the Portland 
State University student will lead a 
two-hour walking tour of the area 
from Ringler's Pub on Southwest 
14th Avenue and West Burnside 
Street to the Hotel· Oregon on 
Southwest Broadway and Stark 
Street. 

to." scandal of 1912, the lesbian physi- alized zoning on surface parking area's character alive by sharing 
cian who treated indigents and lots as a way to encourage com- A few business owners and resi- her stories this weekend. 
populargaynightspots. mercial development on some of dents are unhappy with the pro- "For decades, there's been a 

"Some people might be a little the underused land." cess. Alix Nathan, owner of the cloak of invisibility or denial that 
squearnishwhen it comes to hear- Last spring, the advisory group Mark Spencer Hotel and former there's a same-sex history in Port­
ing about the scandals and sordid collected 350 surveys from resi- president of the Downtown Com- land," she said. "But the reality is 
encounters with the police and dents and business owners munity Association, said he was that it's significant and included 
the pain that many of the gays and throughout the city and is seeking upset that the advisory group had professionals, artists and working­
lesbians suffered," she said. "But suggestions on redevelopment ef- not involved him or other busi- class people, much of it right here 
it's an important part of our city's forts from those within the Burn- nesses in their discussions. in the heart of the city. That's what 
history, and I don't think we . side Triangle. '.'I've always felt that we had I'd like people to know." 



Promise King 
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ON URBAN ISSUES 

City's gayf 
history . ~ 
belongs 
to us all' 
I 

t is official. 
The future redevelopment 

of the city's downtown West 
End district will include the 

preservation of gay history and 
culture. This is the verdict of the 
Portland City Council. 

In a unanimous vote, the council 
adopted the recommendation for 
action to establish the Burnside 
Triangle Advisory Group, which 
will recommend how to preserve 
the historic gay district. A commu­
nity center is one project the 
group will discuss this Thursday 
when it meets at City Hall to flesh 
out redevelopment plans for the 
area on West Burnside Street be­
tween Northwest Couch and 
Southwest Washington streets. 

I have been told that some evan­
gelical groups and others who de­
scribe themselves as Christian 
conservatives will protest the 
Thursday meeting with the intent 
of disrupting it. I have conflicting 
thoughts about such protests. 

First, I hope that all protests re­
main civil and courteous. We must 
eschew hate-filled, reckless rheto­
ric that exposes others to harmful 
ways. We still share the responsi­
bility to assure all people the pre­
cious rights of "life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness." 

However, I also think that those 
who disagree with the city's deci­
sion to designate a gay district 
should be allowed to express their 
dissent. My advice to the advisory 

' group is that a healthy policy de­
bate cannot be held if participants 
or protesters are indiscriminately 
tarred with the broad brush of ho­
mophobia, xenophobia and bigotry. 

I agree with the council's deci­
sion to expend public resources to 
preserve the historical interests of 
the gay community. It's a tangled 
and checkered history, sifted 
through conflicting memories and 
varying agendas. Given that, such 
a district seems justifiable. 

None of us protested when the 
city redeveloped Chinatown and 
the Albina Community Plan as 
commitments to preserving the 
culture and history of our racial 
minorities. I believe the same re­
spectful commitment should be 
extended to the history of gays' 
contributions to our city. 

In every field, but especially in 
the sphere of philanthropy and 
service to humankind, gays have 
left an indelible mark in the an­
nals of our city's history. 

For instance, the Burnside Tri­
angle was home to lesbian physi­
cian and activist Marie Equi dur­
ing the 1920s. While she provided 
medical services to the poor and 
immigrant classes, she also was 
charged with sedition during 
World War I and imprisoned. 

Lawyer Edward S.J. McAllister 
was convicted in 1913 of sodomy be­
cause of his relationship with an­
other man and was consequently 
disbarred. His law license was 
posthumously restated in June 2000 
by the Multnomah Bar Association. 

For all the nasty division among 
us, our disposition to coalition 
building within our communities 
has proved substantial over the 
years. Most recently, we came to­
gether - gays, whites, blacks, et 
al. - to denounce the murderous 
rage of terrorists on Sept. 11. 

My hope is that our different 
points of view will help us build a 
broader consensus around the 
city's central redevelopment plan 
for the West End. 

Sen. Mark Hatfield once noted 
that if we pray to the biblical God of 
justice, we fall under God's judg­
ment for not only calling upon his 
name but failing to obey his com­
mand. The commandment in this 
case:justice for all, hatred for none. 

I follow this commandment 
even though I am evangelical and 
heterosexual. Do you? 

Contact Promise King at 
pking@portlandtribune.com. 



ing among the worst. The remainder have 
mixed or unclear records. 

In the six states where courts have heard cus­
tody or visitation disputes invol_ving trans par­
ents, two states, Colorado and Montana, 
revealed a good record while two other states, 
Nevada and Oregon, had bad records. Both 
Ohio and Missouri had mixed or unclear records. 

"The trend i~ going in the right direction," 
Bennett said. "But that is a small consolation for 
parents and children who in some states contin­
ue to be tom apart 61 the heartlessness of preiu­
dice. We still have a long way to go to achieve 
the justice all our families deserve." 

TRIANGLE GROUP 

ANNOUNCES PUBLIC 

HISTORY TOURS 

rr he Burnside Triangle Advisory Group will 
play host to two public tours h1ghhghtmg 

more than 100 years of gay and leshian history m 
the neighborhood from 1 to 3 p.m. Sept. 28 and_29. 

Interested parties are asked to gather JUSt 
prior to the start time outside Ringlers Pub at 
the corner of Southwest 14th Avenue and West 
Burnside. The tours are free, open to the public 
and wheelchair accessible. 

The advisory group, organized by the Metro­
politan Human Rights Center, will a?vise the city 
on redevelopment plans for Portlands h1stonc gay 
district. It is a citizen-led effort to share ideas and 
concerns in the West End redevelopment efforts 
specific to the Burnside Triangle. The group is 
seeking improvements such as more trees and 

. foliage to give the area more of a daytime walkway 
feel and an atmosphere that eventually might lead 
to closing Southwest Stark Street on weekends for 
festivals and pedestrian-only use. 

For more information call Meliru:la Marie Jette at 
503-653-8893 or Brian Hoop at 503-823-3075. 

mittee Nov. 25. The 23-member team con­
sists of leaders from throughout the state of 
Oregon, with people from Bend, Corvallis, 
Newport, Echo, Umatilla, Baker City, Rose­
burg, Medford, Salem and the Portland met­
ropolitan area. 

"I've always reached out to the best peo­
ple available regardless of their political 
beliefs," Kulongoski said. "The people of 
Oregon expect the best, and this transition 
team helps me set the table to grow the 
economy and create good jobs." 

Kulongoski will rely on this group to 
advise him on the creation of his administra­
tion, and he said he will use them on a regu­
lar basis throughout his term in office. "Gov­
ernment must be restructured; we must do 
things differently, and this group will help me 
make the smart choices necessary to accom­
plish this." 

Among the team members is Cascade AIDS 
Project executive director Thomas Bruner, a 
nationally recognized nonprofit leader with 17 
years of experience in health and human ser­
vices and 15 years of successful nonprofit man­
agement expertise. From 1988 to 1998 he 
served as the founding executive director of 
AIDS Outreach Center in Fort Worth, Texas. 

,.,,,..--- ' ' 

ADVISORY GROUP J 
LANNOUNCES PUBLIC SURVEY ,) 

T he Burnside Triangle Advisory Group is 
conducting a public survey regarding future 

plans for Portland's historic queer district 
through Dec. I 5. Residents, visitors, property 
owners, members of the sexual minorities com­
munity and other interested parties are invited 
to voice their views and concerns about this 
important issue. 

Copies of the survey may be obtained from 
many local businesses and from the Office of 
Neighborhood Involvement at Portland City 
Hall. A survey team also will be canvassing in 
the Triangle during the coming weeks. 

The advisory group was authorized by the 
Portland City Council as part of the downtown 
West End Plan approved in January. It is a cit­
izen-led effort to investigate and share ideas 
and concerns with officials in their redevelop­
ment efforts specific to the Burnside Triangle. 

Anyone may complete the survey online at 
www.snabulus.com/survgen/btagsurvey .html. 
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Midtown: Burnside Triangle is subject of community survey 
Continued .from page I 

"There's many complex threads 
that need to be put together before 
(the neighborhood) can form an 
urban fabric. It's a delicate mix and 
a delicate balance;' he said. 

Farkas said although there's no 
silver bullet that's guaranteed to get 
the area back on its feet, certain 
components like transportation, 
parking and mixed-use develop- . 
ment will be key to making the 
strategy successful. 

He said development in Midtown 
has lagged due to both public and 
private inattention. 

"The area has been disinvested by 
the private sector and the public 
sector has also been interested in 

other areas like Pioneer Square, the 
Pearl (District) and the Waterfront 
area;' Farkas said. 

Located partially inside the 
Midtown blocks between West 
Burnside and Southwest Alder 
streets and Southwest Broadway to 
14th avenues, the Burnside Triangle 
neighborhood is the subject of a 
community survey. 

The Burnside Triangle Advisory 
Grou12,, with help from the city, is 
asking property owners, members 
of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender community and other 
interested parties to share ideas and 
concerns and to rate the top five 
improvements they'd like to see in 
the Burnside Triangle. 

Jacob Brostoff, BTAG's co-chair-

man, said small, locally-owned 
businesses have always been the 
driving force behind the neighbor­
hood's health and vibrancy. 

"Some of the businesses have 
been there for more than 20 years, 
but they have a tenuous hold on real 
estate. Most rent on short-term 
leases. It's unclear if the smaller or 
older buildings come down, 
whether they would still have a 
space;' he said. 

Brostoff said vacancy and low 
rents have encouraged small busi­
nesses to be a staple of the neigh­
borhood. 

"There's a lot of available space 
for retail and small configurations 
of Class C office space that's avail­
able and affordable. There's a lot of 

pedestrian traffic;' he said. 
The survey's first question asks 

whether respondents would like to 
see the neighborhood identified as a 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen­
der district. 

"We don't want to pump the 
neighborhood full of formaldehyde 
so it never changes;' Brostoff said. 
"But the reality is, I'm a gay man 
and I'm concerned that my com­
munity's businesses have a place to 
thrive and be viable:' 

He said the gay community 
should be considered like any other 
minority community when the city 
makes planning decisions that effect 
their neighborhood. 

Farkas said his team will take a 
look at the Burnside Triangle survey 

results before completing work on 
the Midtown blocks study. 

He said he hopes to have the 
implementation strategy for the 
Midtown area to the commission 
by March. 

Brostoff said BTAG has already 
surpassed its goal of collecting 500 
completed responses to the sur­
vey. 

Surveys for the Burnside Triangle 
neighborhood can be found at 
http:/ /www.snabulus.com/survgen/ 
btagsurvey.html and must be com­
pleted by tomorrow to be counted 

Aimee L Curl covers commercial real estate and develop­
ment for the Doi~ Journal of Commerce. She can be 
reached by e111oil at oimeec@djc-or.com or by phone at 
503-221-3314. 
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Going down in history 
To THE EDITOR: 

he BurnsiJc Triangle uccupies a central 
. place in the h istnry uf gay men anJ lesbians 

in the Portland metro area. 
The life of prominent lesbian doctor and 

social activist Marie Equi is one extraordinary 
example of this rich history. During the early 
decades of the 20 century, the Burnside Triangle 
was horrie to Equi, her partner, Harriet Speck­
hart, anJ Equi's aJopteJ daughter, Mary. 

When Equi, a pacifist, openly opposed U.S. 
entry into Wnrld War I, the federal government 
tried her on treason charges. TI,e pms'ecutor 
attempteJ to use her lesbianism against her at 
trial. Equi ultimately was convicted under a new 
cspiunagc act anJ scrveJ time at San Quentin 
Prison in California. 

Before gay liberation, lesbian feminism anJ 
the sexual revolution of the late 1960s and early 
I 970s, homosexual men and women lived in a 
society that offered no civil rights protections in 
employment, housing or public accommoda­
tions and no visible community advocacy pro­
grams. In such a worlJ, the bars and clubs in the 
Burnside Triangle were some of the primary 
social gathering places for gay men and lesbians 
in Portland. 

Because the neighborhood was known as a 
place frequented by homosexual men and 
"unsexcd women," it was also a place targeted 
by police and city officials in their efforts to 
monitor and control the activities of gay men 
and lesbians. In 1912 police officials and City 
Hall mounted a same-~ex vice investigatinn 
that ruined the careers uf several prominent 
closeted homosexual/bisexual men and led to 
the suicide of one man's wife. In the late 1940s 
the PortlanJ Vice Squad reported on the activ­
ities of male and female impersonators at the 
old Music Hall on Southwest 10th Avenue anJ 
on the cruising prospects for "confirmed les­
bians" at the former Buick Cafe on Southwest 
Washington Street. 

During the I 970s the Portland Town Coun­
cil, a gay business association firmly rooted in 
the BurnsiJe Triangle, played a leading role in 
contravening the efforts of city officials and 
police to dismantle the "homosexual presence" 
in Portland. The work of these leaders, together 
with those of social activists, succeeded in bring­
ing about a significant change in attitudes 
toward the queer community. 

The Burnside Triangle continues to he a des­
tination of choice for many gay, lesbian, bi and 
mms residents of and visitors to the metropoli­
tan region. As a social anJ entertainment neigh­
borhood with a rich history, it is one important 
area in the larger queer geography of Portland. --

To publicly recognize and commemorate the 
Burnside Triangle as a historically gay district 
affirms the struggle of gay, lesbian, bi and trans 
people to achieve full citizenship in Portland 
and honors the contributions they have maJe to 
the city throughout its history. The citizens of 
Portland have demonstrated the value of such 
public memorials in adding to the city's social 
fabric: Witness the Japanese American park on 
the waterfront, a revitalized Chinatown and the 
experiences of African Americans to be recog­
nized at stations along the Interstate MAX line. 

JACOB BROSTOFF AND MELINDA MARIE }ETrE 
Burnside Triangle Advisory Group Co-Chairs 
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ON URBAN ISSQES 
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Citys gayt 
history · ~ 
belongs 
to us allr 
I 

t is official. 
The future redevelopment 

of the city's downtown West 
End district will include the 

preservation of gay history and 
culture. This is the verdict of the 
Portland City Council. 

In a unanimous vote, the council 
adopted the recommendation for 
action to establish the Burnside 
Triangle Advisory Group, which 
will recommend how to preserve 
the historic gay district A commu­
nity center is one project the 
group will discuss this Thursday 
when it meets at City Hall to flesh 
out redevelopment plans for the 
area on West Burnside Street be­
tween Northwest Couch and 
Southwest Washington streets . . 

I have been told that some evan­
gelical groups and others who de­
scribe themselves as Christian 
conservatives will protest the 
Thursday meeting with the intent 
of disrupting it I have conflicting 
thoughts about such protests. 

First, I hope that all protests re­
main civil and courteous. We must 
eschew hate-filled, reckless rheto­
ric that exposes others to harmful 
• ways. We still share the responsi­
bility to assure all people the pre- • 
cious rights of "life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness." 

However, I also think that those 
who disagree with the city's deci- . 
sion to designate a gay district 
should be.allowed to express their 
dissent My advice to the advisory 

..: 

!'gro~Uiat1fhealtbypo cy e; ,._. 
,bate cannot be held If participants\ -or protesters 8re indiscriminately : I · • 

tarred with. the broad brµsh of ho•< ; 
mophobia, xtjlophobia -~d bigotry; 

lagree with the council's decl-~' 
sioI!, to experidp$li~resources toj 
preserve the historical interests of 
the gay communtty;;It's a tangled :, 
and checkered history, sifted ,: :. 
thro~ conflicting' m~ories and ·. 
varying agendas. Given tnat, such . 
a district seems justffi~le. . 

None ofus protested when the . 
city redevelow<I Chinatown and • 
the Albina Commuitity Plan as 
commitments ·to preserving the 
culture and history 9f our racial 
minorities. I believe the same re­
spectful commitment should be • 
extended to the history of gays' 
contri~:i,itions to our city. 

In every field, but especially in 
the sphere of philanthropy and 
service to humankind, gays have , . 
left an indelible mark in the an- • \ 
rials of our city's history. 

For instance, the Burnside Tri­
angle was home to lesbian physi­
cian and activist Marie Equi dur­
ing the 1920s. While she provided 
medical services to the poor and 
immigrant classes, she also was 
charged with sedition during 
World War I and imprisoned. 

Lawyer Edward S.J. McAllister 
was convicted in 1913 of sodomy be­
cause of his relationship with an­
other man and was consequently 
disbarred. His law license was 
posthumously restated in June 2000 
by the Multnomah Bar Association. 

For all the nasty division among 
us, our disposition to coalition 
building within our communities 
has proved substantial over the 
years. Most recently, we came to­
gether - gays, whites, blacks, et 
al - to denounce the murderous 
rage of terrorists on Sepl 11. 

My hope is that our different 
points of view will help us build a 
broader consensus around the 
city's central redevelopment plan 
for the West End 

Se11; Mark Hatfield once noted 
that if we pray to the biblical God of 
justice, we fall under God's judg­
ment for not only calling upon his 
name but failing to obey his com­
mand The commandment in this 
case: justice for all, hatred for none. 

I follow this comrmindm~nt 
even though I am evangelical and 
heterosexual. Do you? • '\ 

.:·,-1 
Contact Promise King at 
pking@portlandtribune.com. 
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1221 S.W. Fourth Avenue, Room 110 
Portland OR 97204 
Phone (503) 823-4519 
FAX (503) g23-3050 
TTY (503) 823-6868 
www.myportlandneighborhood.org 

~ 
f I - ffice of 

neighborhood 
- Involvement 

City of Portland, Oregon 

NEWS AND CALENDAR RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

Contacts: 
Melinda Marie Jette, BTAG Co-Chair, 503-653-8893 
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August 15, 2002 

enhancing the quality 
of neighborhoods 

through 
community participation 

Burnside Triangle Advisory Group announces public 
history tours 

City Council appointed group will host public history tours on Sept. 28 & 29, 2002 

Portland, Oregon. The Burnside Triangle Advisory Group (STAG) announces that it will host two public 

tours highlighting over 100 years of gay and lesbian history in the Burnside Triangle on Saturday, 

September 28 and Sunday, 29, 2002. Each tour will last two hours, from 1 :00 PM to 3:00 PM. Individuals 

are asked to gather at the corner of 14th and West Burnside, outside Ringlers Pub just prior to the 1 :00 

PM start time. The tours are free and open to the public, and are wheelchair accessible. 

The advisory group, organized by the Metropolitan Human Rights Center, within the City of Portland's 

Office of Neighborhood Involvement, will advise the city on redevelopment plans for Portland's historic 

gay district. The advisory group is a citizen led effort to investigate, share ideas and concerns with the 

City in its West End redevelopment efforts specific to the Burnside Triangle only - SW Stark St. and 

surrounding areas. The group is seeking improvements in the area such as more trees and foliage to 

give the area more of a daytime walkway feel and an atmosphere that may eventually lead to closing 

Stark Street on weekends for festivals and pedestrian-only use. 

For more information on the history tours, contact Melinda Marie Jette, Co-Chair at 503-653-

8893 or Brian Hoop at the Office of Neighborhood Involvement, 503-823-3075. 

Information & Referral 
Center 

503-823-4000 

Crime Prevention 
Center 

503-823-4519 

Neighborhood Mediation 
Center 

503-823-3152 

Metropolitan Human 
Rights Center 
503-823-5136 

Civic Involvement 
Center 

503-823-4519 



Hoop, Brian 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

4206 SW Alfred St. 
Portland, OR 97219 

Thomas Soppe [tomsoppe@yahoo.com] 
Thursday, August 15, 2002 4:46 PM 
letters@portlandtribune.com 
letter to the editor 

Home phone: (503) 977-1711 
I will be available at (641) 472-6925 between Aug. 16 
and September 2 

To the editor : 

Kim Bahr's August 13 letter spoke against the 
potential gay historic district in Portland's Burnside 
Triangle . She claims establishing a historic district 
focusing on a group that is defined from the majority 
by culture or ethnicity is legitimate, but that 
establishing one about a group defined as different 
due to their sexual orientation is not . She never 
gives a reason for this claim . 

The questions to be asked concerning whether to 
dedicate such a district should not deal with whether 
a group's difference stems from ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or any other particular 
characteristic . Such a discussion should however ask 
the following: 
A. Has this group been systematically oppressed and 
marginalized? 
B. Is there a geographical area that has been the 
historical center for that group's struggle against 
oppression and for the community solidarity that has 
come about due to the oppression? 

The answers to these questions in regards to the 
gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgendered community in 
Portland are A. Yes. B. Yes, the Burnside Triangle. 

Tom Soppe 
Secretary, Burnside Triangle Advisory Group 
Masters in Urban and Regional Planning student , 
Portland State University 
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Burnside Triangle Advisory Group moving forward 

enhancing the quality 
of neighborhoods 

through 
community participation 

City Council appointed group advises on redevelopment plans for Portland's 
historic gay district 

Portland, Oregon. The Burnside Triangle Advisory Group {STAG) announces its biweekly meetings for public 

input. The advisory group, organized by the Metropolitan Human Rights Center, within the City of Portland's 

Office of Neighborhood Involvement, will advise the city on redevelopment plans for Portland's historic gay 

district. Interested parties are encouraged to attend STAG meetings, which take place every other Thursday 

evening in the Pettygrove room at City Hall, 1221 SW 4th
, Portland, from 7:00-9:00 pm. 

The advisory group is a citizen led effort to investigate, share ideas and concerns with the City in its West End 

redevelopment efforts specific to the Burnside Triangle - SW Stark St. and surrounding areas. The group is 

seeking improvements in the area such as more trees and foliage to give the area more of a daytime walkway 

feel and an atmosphere that may eventually lead to closing Stark Street on weekends for festivals and 

pedestrian-only use. A GLBTS Community Center in the area is also an initial idea. The group seeks wider 

public input. 

The remaining summer meetings are scheduled for July 25 and August 8 and 22. For more information contact 

Jacob Brostoff at 503-497-1000 or Brian Hoop at the Office of Neighborhood Involvement, 503-823-3075. 

Meetings are wheelchair accessible and located on the downtown bus mall. 
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