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il!rs. Hilma Chickering of St. Freightways lowered a ferris wheel .., 
Helens sends a for -me-not plant in the park for the use of leprechauns, . :~ 
to put in Mill End a the smallest who established a colony there. This . ' • 1 • 
park in 1e \VOr , and like many is only colony of leprechauns ,vest ·-/ ·- ~ 
others brings up the question of just of the Emerald isles. . t '. / . j 
what is going to happen to the park Miniature sign boards in the • . -~ •. • ! 
when its curator (namely, me} moves park have advertised suth things <. . ., 
up to the fourth floor of the marble• as the Lincoln High Popcyclcs, ; ·• Cl> • 
!zed crackerbox. • flower shows, and several times ' ' M ·:. 

••
1 

Well, it's a tough decision. Mill •• some sneaky polltlclans have put .-.~ .. ~.~ ... ·.··:· •. ·._: :,::·_ •. t.:·~.-·,,.. .• .. ,.· •.:. '· 
Ends park was established about 10 . signs there. Various odds and ends -· _, . 
years ago, and was 'dedicated by City have shown up in the park-a tomb- ~··. 
Commissioner Ormond Bean and stone worth $150 that was re- '. .. , . ;. ~ ; '. :· 
Harry Buckley, guperintendent <lf claimed, false teeth, flytng.:sauccr!I, ;;,-- < -~-- ··~ • 

,t parks.· · 
1 

t 
1 18 

in -h -·in d. 
1 

. and a great variety <1f plants. . '·-~~_.: ~" I 
Approx ma e y c es • . . . ., :.: -"· . . 

ameter, it ts located in I safety 11• The most mte~estmg thing about the • ,., , ~ ; .. 
land tn the middle of SW Front park, however, 1s the colony of lepre- • -%•":·~/:i;.'_:.... 
Street near the-Taylor Street June._ .. : chauns who . J!lake their b.ome the!e. --i;,:.;{,,'.':~{ 
tlon. Orfgtnally ft wa_1 the ,tte for a Tpe colony 1s hea~ed by Patrick ,f, _: ";r;.. 
light pole but no pole was ever put · 0 Toole,_ a_nd some _times he c~n be ,• ~,.;;t;-·;r 
in it, Weeds crew Jn the place and . a very d1ff1cult man m~eed. He sunply ~~.:'.}/; 
Utter collected ,o I decided It refuses to state at this date exactly ·,,;:.i~. :~ 
would be much

1
better if there were · what is to be done, but •h!s made 1t ·/ rk,,, __ 1 

flowen instead of weeds and ·thus : · fairly clear that he doe~n t want to ,,q ; .. 1:.,., 
Mlll Ends park was born. • '· . • • move. . • ,,,. •.~ ::, .,.: 

. Well, 1t has become quite a _park . . , . . Now it would be pos_alble, I P!e• ~ .. ±'.i'::' 
It has been the licepa of. bagpipe con- , sume, to plck up the park bodily t.·vt~; 
certs (l wu made in honorary_ mem~ .. • and move it tQ, a ten-ace which ad• ~t>· \/· .... : 
ber of ;Clan _Macleay pipe babd·fn Uie . folns the fottrthf1001: of the marble~ _ .'':1°:t 
park), · Chnstmas •. ca~lini, picnic~. •• lzed • crackerbox where · we arc \il'~ :: .: .. 
anai_l raees on St. Patrick's Day . . The scheduled to move. But then it would ~-; \ ,-;,:, 
Juruor Rose Festlva\ queen and her . no • tonier have the ·public access .'J._r; :· 
court planted a miniature rose in it < that ls has on Front, nor the ,.:i:'{~~\ 
for Rose Festival Week. One of the-· · ilamor of the Willamette ltiver ~-r.'1:) :t 
first Audie Murphy Roses in Portland . nearby; • f·::~r 
was planted there. . • • · . . . I think possibly Mill Ends· park 't',/<~-/ 

People .made signs ;or it, and.sent will _have to be left where it· is, with '::~i: <-,· 
in a multitude of things-a d1y~g possibly an annex on the terrace off • . : : : 
board manufacturer sent tn a mm1a• the f Ourth floor. That stems to ba the ~\)~/' 
lure diving board for the use of the trend of O'Toole's thinking, which, of I/ ',,-; 
butterflies frequenUng the swimming course, will be the decisive factor in ::t/i · 
po~l, ,~hich was constructed by a the whole thing. Going to mean more \', ;=·t: 
sw1mm1n~ pool contractor. A "cherry work for me, but · O'Toole doesn't 11-: ·< ; 
p i ck er' crane of Consolid~ted seem to ifve a hang. ~)l~,;1 
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mill·ends. • By 

DICK F AGAl'i 

and travel magazini;-s across the co un try, 
and there were many inquiries from tour­
ists about it. The annual St. Patrick's . 
Day snail derby was held there. ; a i· 

But when we moved from the old Jour- .,J 
nal building to our new location it was ~ -~ 
difficult to maintain and keep an--eye on it. c:-, 
It was variously suggested that it be."mov• :.:; 
ed to the Hilton Hotel p·._laza, or be install· " 

·,') 
ed in the sidewalk on SW Jefferson near 0 
our building. But somehow that didn't • •• _: 
seem right. It would lose its status as a 3 • 
full-fledged smallest park, by moving it :, • 
out of the center of the avenue, and just .,_~f 
become a "garden." • :r;"_·"A< 

Anyway, it is stID there and I promise : ••• ~ 

., to look after It better - particularly when 
there are unknown persons who come 
around and plant azaleas and geraniums 
in IL 



Mill Ends Park - History 

Mill Ends Park in Portland, Oregon, is very likely the world's smallest 
dedicated city park. 

The park was created by Dick Fagan who wrote a daily column called "Mill 
Ends" for the Oregon Journal. Legend has it, the park was created one 
day when Fagan caught a leprechaun and was awarded three wishes. Fagan 
chose: . . 

- to have many children (the Fagans had eight) 
- to have the lepr~chaun write his daily column •· . - to have his own park 

The park he got was sma 11 , leprechaun size in fact. Located on what was 
then Harbor Drive, in an empty light pole holder, the park was only 24 
inches in diameter. Fagan named the park "Mill Ends" and looked out on 
it everyday from his window in the old Journal Building. 

Today Mill Ends Park is set in a traffic divider in the middle of Front 
Avenue near Taylor Street. 

Each year on St. Patrick's Day a shamrock is planted for the leprechaun 
users of the park. Occasionally carnivals, art shows and like events are 
scheduled there for the enjoyment of the little people, and the amusement 
of passers-by. 

AS:jke§ 
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tnill ends. By 

♦ DICK FAGAN 

It wasn't the best day in the world with 
a little bite in ,ttlle wind and a threat of 
showers in the sky, but I had promised 
Paul Keyser, retired superintendent of city 
parks, that I'd go up to Washington' Park 
with him and take a look at the Shakes­
peare Garden, for which he has particular 
concern. 

As park superintendent, as a Shakes• 
peare fan and as a member of the La 
Barre Shakespeare Study Club, he was 
instrumental in having the garden moved 
in 1942 from Eastmoreland to Washington 
Park. It is located near the International 
Rose Test Gardens and is a beautiful little 
plot featuring a sun dial, an uncovered 
small pavilion with a relief of Shakespeare 
with his words carved in the stone, "Of all 
flowers methinks a rose is best." And, 
there are borders of flowers around the 
grass center. 

The sun dial was presented by the La 
Barre Shakespeare Study Club in 1957, but 
the club needs more younger members or 
auxiliary members to take an interest in 
the garden, thinks Keyser, so that it wiU 
be perpetuated, impro.ved and used. 

All gardening is done by the Portland 
City Park Bureau - mowing, planting, 
edging, pruning and the like - but more 
outside interest is needed to provide im­
provements to make it a truly Shakespea­
rean garden. Rudi Kalmbach, curator of 

• the garden, who wears pruning shears in a 
holster much like the Lone Ranger wears 
a gun, wants to see the borders in bloom 
from early spring to late fall and does 
quite a good job of it, but it takes a big 
supply of plants that are not always 
available through the city. This is where 
an organization could aid, too. 

Even though the roses are not in bloom 

yet, there was considerable color in the 
garden areas' - along the Queen's Walk, 
where there are vacant places for the 
bronze plaques of queens for years to 
come; in the Royal Rosarian garden, 
which h-as a new brick walk and a tree 
rose and plaque for every prime minister. · 

Rudi said a marriage will be performed 
in the Shakespeare Garden June 22. Inso­
far as he knows it is only the second one 
ever performed there. 

The neatness and beauty of the gardens 
does not show trouble experienced with 
vandals. Someone partially disfigured the 
Shakespeare plaque - and it isn't just 
kids who are involved in the senseless 
destruction and marring. 

From the Rose Test Gardens we went up 
the hill to take a look at the Japanese 
Garden, located on the site of the old zoo. 
It is not completed, but enough has been 
done to indicate that it is going to be 
distinctive, and a wonderful addition to 
Washington Park's varied attractions. 

They also are busy making an Alpine 
Garden in the park, and to fully realize 
what a fine park complex it is everyone 
should make a point of spending a day 
there this summer. Yes, you can spend an 
entire and most enjoyable day there if you 
really want to see things - the rose gard­
ens, the Japanese Garden, a trip on the 
Zoo Railway, the zoo, OMSI, Hoyt Arbore­
tum. 

And, eventually, some day, as popula• 
tion increases, the parks owned by the city 
in the West Hills may be connected north 
to south for one of the largest and finest 
city parks in the world. It may take some 
bridges spanning the canyons from Hoyt 
Arboretum to Forest Park, stretching way 
past the St. Johns Bridge. But the possibil· 
ities are almost unlimited. 
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