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Wednesday, January 31, 2024 9:30 am 

Session Status: Adjourned 

Council in Attendance: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Commissioner Dan Ryan 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps 

Meeting convened at 9:47 a.m. 
Mayor Wheeler presided. 

Officers in attendance: Maja Haium, Senior Deputy City Attorney; Keelan McClymont, Council Clerk 

Items 94, 98 and 99 were pulled from the Consent Agenda and on a Y-5 roll call the balance of the Consent Agenda 
was adopted. 

Council recessed at 11 :38 a.m. and reconvened at 11 :51 a.m. 
Council adjourned at 12:31 p.m. 

Communications 

85 

Reguest of Peter KokoP-eli to address Council regarding bicycle and P-edestrian infrastructure (Communication) 

Document number: 85-2024 

Disposition: Placed on File 

86 

Reguest of Jessica Johnston to address Council regarding deteriorating livability, crime, and Portland Public 
Schools strike (Communication) 

Document number: 86-2024 

Disposition: Placed on File 



87 

Reguest of Ian Williams to address Council regarding current state of business OP-erations and sentiments in Old 
Town (Communication) 

Document number: 87-2024 

Disposition: Placed on File 

88 

Reguest of Linda Wysong to address Council regarding monuments and eng9gement grant (Communication) 

Document number: 88-2024 

Disposition: Placed on File 

Michael Stevenson presented to Council for agenda item 88. 

89 

Reguest of Ana hid Bertrand to address Council regarding Title 11 tree code hindrance for ReOP-le with disabilities 
(Communication) 

Document number: 89-2024 

Disposition: Placed on File 

Time Certain 

90 

Amend the Planning and Zoning Code to adoP-t temP-orary susP-ensions and Rermanent clarifications to 
develoP-ment and Rrocess regulations as Rart of the Housing Regulatory Relief Project (amend Code Title 33). 
(Ordinance) 

Document number: 191609 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Bureau: Planning and Sustainability (BPS) 

Time certain: 9:45 am 

Time requested: 15 minutes 

Second reading agenda item 83. 

Disposition: Passed As Amended 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



91 

Amend Progerty Tax Exemgtion for Multigle-Unit Housing Develogment Code and lnclusionary Housing Code to 
make technical corrections and adjust the grogert~ tax exemgtion for multigle-unit housing develogments 
{susgend foregone revenue cag in Ordinance 188358; amend Code Chagter 3.103 and Code Section 30.01 .120). 
(Ordinance) 

Document number: 19161 0 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Bureau: Housing Bureau 

Time certain: 10:00 am 

Time requested: 1 O minutes 

Second reading agenda item 33. 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

92 

Consider aP-geal bY. the West Portland Park Neighborhood Association against the Hearings Officer's decision to 
g_P-Qrove with conditions a Conditional Use Master Plan and Adjustment Review for imgrovements to athletic 
facilities at Jackson Middle School {LU 22-185273 CU MS AD). (Report) 

Document number: 92-2024 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Bureau: Development Services 

Time certain: 10:1 O am 

Time requested: 10 minutes 

Previous agenda item 35. 

Disposition: Findings Adopted 

Motion to deny appeal and uphold the decision of the Hearings Officer with one additional condition and adopt 
findings: Moved by Ryan and seconded by Rubio. 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



Consent Agenda 

93 

Amend Arts Education and Access Income Tax Code to UP-date net revenue distribution (amend Code ChaP-ter 
5.73). (Ordinance) 

Document number: 191605 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler; Commissioner Dan Ryan 

Bureau: Management and Finance 

Second reading agenda item 69. 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

94 

*Authorize grant agreement with Central City Concern not to exceed $2 million to surwort the P-Urchase of 
P-roP-erty located at SE 16th Ave and E Burnside St for a residential alcohol and drug treatment facility 
(Emergency Ordinance) 

Document number: 191611 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: Management and Finance; Grants Management 

Disposition: Passed 

Agenda item 94 was pulled from the Consent Agenda for discussion. 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



95 

Authorize grant agreements with KREF Lloyd Center Owner LLC and Portland State University for concegtual 
design and feasibility analysis for a new gerforming arts facility site not to exceed $100.000 (Ordinance) 

Document number: 191606 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: Management and Finance 

Second reading agenda item 71 . 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

96 

.U.gdate small wireless right of way access fee to align with the safe harbor rate set by the Federal 
Communications Commission (amend Ordinances 187887, 189545, 189942, 189856, 185790 and 185717). 
(Ordinance) 

Document number: 191607 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Bureau: Planning and Sustainability (BPS) 

Second reading agenda item 72. 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



97 

*Authorize comgetitive solicitation for commercial grogerty management services in the SmartPark garages 
(Emergency Ordinance) 

Document number: 191608 

Introduced by: Commissioner Mingus Mapps 

Bureau: Transportation 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 
Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

98 

Authorize contract with Prologis LP to fund 30 years of anticigated gower and maintenance costs for a new 
traffic signal at N Schmeer Rd and N Whitaker Rd for $150.000 (Ordinance) 

Introduced by: Commissioner Mingus Mapps 
Bureau: Transportation 

Disposition: Passed to second reading 

Passed to second reading February 7, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 
Agenda item 98 was pulled from the Consent Agenda for discussion. 

99 

Authorize contract with Prologis LP to fund 30 :tears of anticigated gower and maintenance costs for a new 
traffic signal at N Schmeer Rd and NE Vancouver Wa:t / N Vancouver Ave for $150.000 (Ordinance) 

Introduced by: Commissioner Mingus Mapps 

Bureau: Transportation 

Disposition: Passed to second reading 

Passed to second reading February 7, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 
Agenda item 98 was pulled from the Consent Agenda for discussion. 



Regular Agenda 

100 

~P-P-Oint Jess~ Ledesma to the Home Forward Board of Commissioners for term to exQire January 9. 2028 
(Resolution) 

Document number: 37649 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio; Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: Housing Bureau 

Time requested: 15 minutes 

Disposition: Adopted 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

101 

AcceQt bid of $1,846,728 from Interlaken, Inc. for the SE 174th: Sidewalk Infill from SE Stark to SE Main Project 
(Procurement ReQort - 1TB 00002221). (Report) 

Document number: 101-2024 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: Management and Finance; Revenue and Financial Services 

Time requested: 15 minutes 

Disposition: Accepted - Prepare Contract 

Motion to accept the report: Moved by Mapps and seconded by Gonzalez. 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



102 

AcceP-t the Portland Police Bureau reP-ort to City Council on the 2024 Portland !oint Terrorism Task Force 
(Report) 

Document number: 102-2024 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: Police 

Time requested: 20 minutes 

Disposition: Accepted 

Motion to accept the report: Moved by Mapps and seconded by Gonzalez. 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

103 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

Authorize short term subordinate urban renewal and redeveloP-ment bonds on behalf of ProsP-er Portland to 
finance P-rojects in urban renewal areas (Ordinance) 

Document number: 191612 

Introduced by: Mayor Ted Wheeler 

Bureau: Management and Finance; Revenue and Financial Services 

Second reading agenda item 77. 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



104 

Add Utility Ogerators Code to govern utility access and use of the City right-of-waY. and adogt fee schedule for 
utilities ogerating in the City right-of-way: (add Code Title 12). (Ordinance) 

Document number: 191613 

Introduced by: Commissioner Carmen Rubio 

Bureau: Planning and Sustainability (BPS) 

Second reading agenda item 82. 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 
Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

105 

Authorize comgetitive solicitation and execution of grice agreements for sodium hygochlorite for amount not to 
exceed $12,500,000 over five y:ears (Ordinance) 

Document number: 191614 

Introduced by: Commissioner Mingus Mapps 

Bureau: Environmental Services 

Second reading agenda item 78. 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 



106 

Amend Tax Rate Code to extend a Heavy Vehicle Use Tax to fund Portland Street Regair, Maintenance, and 
Traffic Safety- Program (amend Code Section 7.02.S00)_(Ordinance) 

Document number: 191615 

Introduced by: Commissioner Mingus Mapps 

Bureau: Transportation 

Second reading agenda item 67. 

Disposition: Passed 

Votes: Commissioner Carmen Rubio Yea 

Commissioner Dan Ryan Yea 

Commissioner Rene Gonzalez Yea 

Commissioner Mingus Mapps Yea 

Mayor Ted Wheeler Yea 

Wednesday, January 31, 2024 2:00 pm 

Session Status: No session scheduled 

Thursday, February 1, 2024 2:00 pm 

Session Status: No session scheduled 
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Portland City Council Meeting Closed Caption File 

January 31, 2024 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

This file was produced through the closed captioning process for the televised city 

Council broadcast and should not be considered a verbatim transcript. The official 

vote counts, motions, and names of speakers are included in the official minutes.  

 

Speaker:  Recognition. To express our gratitude to an exceptional team at the heart 

of our city's response to homelessness. In 2022. My team and I created the street 

services coordination center, or. Or ssc through an emergency declaration. This 

initiative was aimed at enhancing sourcing and streamlining the city's efforts in 

addressing what's obviously a very complex issue homelessness. It's my honor to 

acknowledge the outstanding work of the ssc leadership team. Nate takara the 

incident commander, the silver brothers, matthew and michael silva, who are our 

incident leads and kim james, the first ever outreach director for the city of 

Portland. Their collective efforts have resulted in tangible life changing outcomes 

for many of Portland's homeless individuals. As they have not only provided access 

to shelter and essential services, but also a pathway to permanent housing, 

embodying the spirit of public service and, more importantly, compassion. Through 

Oregon all-in funding, they were able to move over 100 individuals from shelter into 

permanent housing just from mid-October through January three. This is truly a 

remarkable achievement. There work reflects their dedication, an innovation and 

humanity, and it serves as an inspiring model of what we can accomplish when we 

work together. After comments from my colleagues, if they'd wish, i'll read a formal 

recognition document. But before that, I’d like to present a video that my team had 



produced that offers a look into the city's first temporary alternative shelter site at 

clinton triangle.  

Speaker:  This is a good place to start a new life. I don't see why anyone wouldn't 

want to get a fresh start here. I’ve learned a lot and really am looking forward to 

getting housing, so I know what to do for next time. You know they teach me really 

good housing skills, which is really great. Great we came here because we were 

sleeping in our car under the hawthorne bridge. Cody's been on the streets for six 

years. I’ve been houseless for four. Um, you know, couch surfed in different stuff 

for us. We feel like this is the opportunity that we never dreamed was possible to 

perpetuate live in life instead of surviving, both being clean, walking out of here 

clean into a house, into situation where, you know, we have our id, we have our 

social security card. They urban alchemy helped us get those things. So we're, you 

know, I already applied for a job, folks, that I hire all have some kind of experience 

being in, you know, involved in negative behaviors.  

Speaker:  They've been in prison. They've been living on the streets. They've been 

in drug addictions. They might have been in gangs. Um, but they've made choices 

to turn their lives around. And now I want to give back.  

Speaker:  On October fourth, I od'd at. And if it wasn't for them, I wouldn't be here. 

Uh, one of the workers did cpr on me for 20 minutes, and. And he he saved my life. 

I have told people to come here to get off the streets and if they give a shot, their 

life will change.  

Speaker:  We have a regular cadence of other providers coming on site to provide 

services. We have medical, dental, uh, mental health. We have addiction services 

coming in. We also have housing services.  



Speaker:  I came here to Portland almost five years ago. Um been on the streets 

ever since. I had id in almost eight years. And they helped get my id for me. Paid for 

it. Um, so I got id now, and yeah, they've just been extremely helpful .  

Speaker:  I would also like to recognize that a number of people on my staff have 

worked alongside all of these great people that were recognizing today, and in 

particular, I want to recognize skyler rucker knapp as well as hank. There's skyler. 

Hey skyler, uh, as well as hank smith from my staff for their hard work as well. So, 

colleagues, before I read the recognition document, i'll turn it over to you. 

Commissioner maps. And commissioner Ryan actually can I defer to my friend 

commissioner dan Ryan?  

Speaker:  He's been such a champion here. I'll go after you, commissioner. If you 

don't mind. Okay. Thanks.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Um yeah, I know you and i, mayor. We worked closely on the 

building of this, and when we were first opening up, the, um, villages, I felt like I had 

nate on speed dial, and so I kind of want to publicly apologize for almost harassing 

you daily. Um, about every little incident. Um, but what I learned is how responsive 

you were and your team, and it was really a game changer. Once that system was 

built. And it's just been so much different. Once we had a place to actually call and 

then through that, Portlanders, more importantly, Portlanders had a place to call 

and then the synergy between that and 311 really took off. So here's the building 

we keep working out the kinks. And what I really do want to end with is that you 

have such a continuous improvement mentality. So I never got any righteousness 

or this is the way it is. It was like we're building something. Let's be creative. Let's 

figure out how to do this right. Always with a, um, with a compassionate heart and 

being very thoughtful about meeting people where they were and doing a lot of 

training to make sure that you were trauma informed on how you dealt with all the 



clients and the participants and the Portlanders that we were reaching out to. So 

anyway, bravo that we built this. It's really been a game changer. And I know we 

also worked with the county throughout that journey. And so when people think 

that we're not innovating, we're not building in this time of crisis and getting results, 

um, we know we are. But sometimes takes a while. And so what we're starting to 

feel those the impact of that. But I was with you at the beginning. It was rough to 

get that built. And we had a lot of pushback. So anyway, thank you, staff, and thank 

you, Portlanders, for, um, dialing 311 and working with the system. Thanks  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner Ryan.  

Speaker:  Uh, commissioner Mapps, uh, thank you, mr. Mayor. Um, mr. Mayor, I 

want to thank you for bringing this item forward. And I want to thank my 

colleagues, uh, dan Ryan, the mayor and frankly, I think everyone on this council 

has played some role in helping this program stand up. Um, I will tell you, um, I also 

want to thank our, uh, street services coordination, um, team, uh, they, as we have 

learned today, have done, um, work that is saving lives and changing lives. Um, this 

is some of the most important work being done in the city. I think one of the most 

important things about this particular project is that not only is it saving lives, it's 

actually pointing towards a model that has proven to be successful in getting 

people off the streets into a safe place, and one of the things that we didn't really 

unpack in that presentation is we're having remarkable success moving people 

from, um, these temporary shelters to more permanent and supportive housing. 

Um, this is a model that works. It's proven. I want to congratulate everyone who 

helped make it happen. And I also want to point out that if we are going to continue 

this work in the future, we need our partners at the state and county level to join us 

and, uh, to make sure that we continue to, um, uh, make programs like this. Uh, 

um, the, the way we do business on a day to day basis. And I look forward to 



working with this council to make sure that that is what Portland's future looks like. 

Thank you very much.  

Speaker:  Thank you, commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Commissioner gonzales, uh, I want to echo my colleagues, uh, comments 

here. And also just want to emphasize as a component for both commissioner Ryan 

and for mayor Wheeler, uh, the push for first safe rest villages and task sites and, 

uh, taking a direct, uh, interim action on what we were seeing on our streets, took 

political courage and at a time when, uh, very few in the city were willing to do that, 

uh, they were criticized from all ends. Uh faced opposition from all ends, uh, at 

times. And they pushed forward and, um, that's, uh, sometimes unique in the city 

of Portland. Um, we're not where we need to be as a community. We've got a long 

road to go. Um, but they took important steps forward. Uh, they they held the line. 

They set clear expectations of balancing compassion with expectations for how 

folks can conduct themselves in the public. And for that, I applaud them. Uh, and 

very happy to celebrate the teams that have been implementing this, uh, from day 

one. With that. Thank you, commissioner.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Rubio, thank you, mayor. I just also want to join my 

colleagues in congratulating, um, kim, matthew, michael and nate. Thank you for 

your continued dedication to public service. And also, I want to acknowledge the 

great work of urban alchemy and the heart that they really bring to this work, um, 

connecting unhoused individuals to services and shelters can be really difficult and 

often thankless. Um, but we see you and appreciate all the hours that you and your 

team put in to making a difference in people's lives. I also want to really lift up 

mayor Wheeler and commissioner Ryan, thank you so much for your vision and 

your leadership here. Um there were there was a lot of work. There was a lot of 

conversation. You got a lot of pushback. But you knew it was the right thing to do. 



And it was then, and it still is now. And the commitment to collaborative work 

across the bureaus to make these things happen. And in the communities and 

neighborhoods, it's very evident in the outcomes of this work. So I want to thank 

everyone connected to this, uh, this program. And as others have mentioned, um, 

we still have work to do, but we are on, on a good path. So thank you all. Thank you. 

Um and, uh, I want to really appreciate kim, nate, matthew and michael.  

Speaker:  Um, they asked not to have to speak today. I would give them the 

opportunity if they would like to, but certainly we don't require anybody to do that. 

Very good. So I will read, uh, this is a recognition on behalf of the entire City Council 

and by extension, the city of Portland, for our extreme gratitude for the work that 

you have done every body asked for a proof of concept very few people were 

willing to get behind this model when it was an idea. You you are the ones who 

brought that proof of concept to life. You are the ones who did the hard work. You 

are the ones who made it happen and made it the success that it is today. And 

that's why we want to recognize you today. And I see a lot of good people in this 

room who work with urban alchemy and others who are working really hard to help 

people to get off the streets, connect them with services, and help them move on 

with their lives. Whereas i, mayor ted Wheeler, and my team did recognize critical 

need to address homelessness in our city. We established the street services 

coordination center, the ssc, in 2022 through an emergency declaration action 

aiming to streamline and enhance the efforts of city bureaus engaged in homeless 

related services. And whereas, nate dicara with his remarkable leadership and 

strategic vision, was appointed as the incident commander of the ssc, playing a 

pivotal role in orchestrating a coordinated response to the homelessness crisis on 

Portland's street. And whereas matthew and michael silva is dedicated, incident 

leads in the ssc have tirelessly worked as incredible problem solvers who think 



outside of the box and are able to deal with a multitude of complex situations, 

significantly contributing to the outreach and support of homeless individuals in 

need of assistance. And whereas kim james, in her role as the first ever outreach 

director for the city of Portland, has led with compassion and with innovation, 

ensuring that outreach efforts are both humane as well as effective. And whereas 

under their combined leadership, this team has made thousands of meaningful 

contacts with homeless individuals in Portland. Demonstrate a profound 

commitment to understanding and then addressing their needs. And whereas, 

through their steadfast efforts, hundreds of homeless Portlanders have been 

successfully transitioned into shelters connected with essential services and guided 

towards a path to permanent housing. And whereas this small, efficient, yet mighty 

team has not only saved lives but also profoundly changed them for the better, 

embodying the spirit of public service and true compassion. And whereas their 

service to the community, while immeasurable, has played a critical role in 

achieving the Oregon all in navigation and outreach, milestone achievements, 

setting a benchmark for future homeless outreach initiatives. And whereas, 

through Oregon, all in funding, the team was able to move over 100 individuals 

from shelter to housing just since mid-October. And whereas the impact of their 

work extends beyond immediate relief, offering hope and a renewed sense of 

dignity to those that they serve, thereby strengthen the overall fabric of our 

community. And whereas their dedication and achievements serve as an inspiring 

testament to what can be accomplished through commitment, collaboration and a 

deep sense of humanity. And whereas their contributions have laid the groundwork 

for a more compassionate and effective approach to addressing unsheltered 

homeless individuals in our city, now, therefore, i, ted Wheeler, mayor of the city of 

Portland, Oregon, do hereby express the city's deepest gratitude and official 



recognizing official recognition of kim james matthew silva, michael silva and nate 

takara of the street services coordination center's leadership team for their 

extraordinary dedication to the Portland community and their exceptional public 

service. Thank you. And if we could do a group photo up here in front, uh, that 

would be fun. Thank you all. Appreciate you. All right. It's good to see you. Thank 

you. There we go.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  Hey. I was reaching. You. How are you. I like your uniform right across 

from. Sure. Yeah. You bet it's skylar.  

Speaker:  There's been.  

Speaker:  There's been a request that you be present. Yeah thereafter. Yes. Yeah so 

she's in. She is in the meeting.  

Speaker:  She's.  

Speaker:  I was going to say because. Thank you. Oh  

Speaker:  I appreciate it. Thank you. Thank you so much. Thanks for you 

appreciation.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Thank you. Thanks. You guys. Wow.  

Speaker:  What happened to my gavel? Oh, he's made out of plastic.  

Speaker:  What?  

Speaker:  Well, good morning everybody. This is the January 31st, 2024 morning 

session of the Portland City Council. Keelan, please call the roll.  

Speaker:  Good morning. Rubia here. Ryan here. Gonzalez here. Maps here. 

Wheeler here.  

Speaker:  Now we'll hear from legal council on the rules of order and decorum. 

Good morning.  



Speaker:  Welcome to the Portland City Council to testify before council in person 

or virtually. You must sign up in advance on the council agenda at ww dot Portland 

dot gov. Backslash council backslash agenda. Information on engaging with City 

Council can be found on the council clerk's web page. Trying to find out the 

presiding officer preserves order and decorum during City Council meetings. The 

presiding officer determines the length of testimony. Individuals generally have 

three minutes to testify unless otherwise stated. A timer will indicate when your 

time is done and disruptive conduct such as shouting, refusing to conclude your 

testimony when your time is up or interrupting others or council deliberations will 

not be allowed if you cause a disruption, a warning will be given. Further disruption 

will result in ejection from the meeting. Anyone who fails to leave once ejected is 

subject to arrest for trespass. Additionally, council may take a short recess and 

reconvene virtually. Your testimony today should address the matter being 

considered when testifying, state your name for the record. Your address is not 

necessary. Disclose if you are a lobbyist. If you are representing an organization, 

please identify it for testifiers joining virtually, please unmute yourself. Once the 

council clerk calls your name. Thank you.  

Speaker:  All right. Thanks. First up is communications. First individual please 

Keelan. Item 85 a request to peter kokopelli to address council regarding bicycle 

and pedestrian infrastructure.  

Speaker:  Uh, peter is joining us online.  

Speaker:  Welcome, peter.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Good morning. My name is peter kokopelli.  

Speaker:  And I’d like to thank you. The mayor and the commissioners for inviting 

me into the council. It's my first time I would like to discuss today daylighting, which 

is also called vision clearance by pbot. And that's the concept of opening up 



intersections by moving parked cars away from crosswalks to make them safer and 

more visible. I live near 68th and belmont. This is what the street corner looks like 

when you try to cross the street. This is not a high crash street, but there was an 

accident here. Not long ago involving two cars. This kind of situation is not safe for 

drivers or for anybody else. Pbot has already completed vision clearance at 350 

intersection on high crash streets. They cost only $800 per intersection. It's a really 

good deal. And first off, I want to thank the council and commissioners for making 

that happen. It's a really good first step. However however, there are many 

intersections not protected on safe routes to schools on bus routes, on streets like 

belmont that are you know, where people are walking to school and trying to get to 

a bus stop and neighborhood greenways as well. On Monday, a car hit a child in a 

crosswalk at woodstock elementary and part of the problem was that there was a 

car obscuring the view of the child. What I would propose is provide funding for 

daylighting in these areas. Neighborhood greenways, pedestrian priority streets, 

schools and on bus routes. I’d also suggest that you use pcef funding. This would be 

a fabulous use for pcef funds. $2 million would do three 2000s of intersections. 

We've already shown that with the pilot study that that pbot has done. I would also 

suggest that you expand street painting permits, get the community involved, and 

let them paint curbs and corners to outline and daylight intersections. I’m ready to 

go. Pbot has done a great job with this. It supports vision zero. It saves lives. This is 

one of these small steps that would really help bring down the traffic fatalities and 

accidents. Daylighting builds on Portland's reputation as a walkable and friendly 

city. Thank you for supporting daylighting and for your time today. You got 15 

seconds for questions. Great  



Speaker:  Hey, peter. Thank you. That was a that was an excellent presentation. 

Thank you. And I really appreciate it. Commissioner Mapps is our transportation 

commissioner and he has a comment as well.  

Speaker:  Sure. Um, I very much agree with the mayor, peter. Really excellent 

testimony. Um, great idea to, as you pointed out, pbot and braces, daylighting. I’d 

like to expand it to. I'll tell you, I live kind of in your neighborhood, so I know exactly 

the dynamics that you're talking about. It can be quite scary and difficult to try to 

cross some of these streets, given, uh, where we allow cars to park. I’m committed 

to making our transportation system, uh, safer. Um, again, resources are going to 

be a big problem in the coming weeks and months. You're going to see me unveil a 

pbot budget, and that's going to require, at this point, about $35 million in cuts. But 

even as we rightsize the bureau, one of the things I’m deeply committed to is 

continuing to make progress on making our streets safer. Daylighting is going to be 

part of the solution. And I really appreciate you. Um, highlighting the opportunities 

that we have in this space. So thanks for being here. And thanks for the great 

thanking.  

Speaker:  Uh, peter, could I just ask one quick question and again, great 

presentation. And I agree with you and blocked corners are sort of one of my pet 

peeves. So I’m completely in alignment with you. You mentioned pcef as a possible 

source of funding. Could you make the case for that?  

Speaker:  Yeah, I think that the big cases that this I emphasize this is a problem for 

everybody, even drivers are incredibly annoyed and it causes accidents. But I feel at 

most when I’m a pedestrian and especially I’m walking with my grandson. I mean, 

you're just almost halfway out into the street before you can get across, and that's 

just to get to the bus stop. I’m also a transit rider, so if you're looking at the climate 

goals for pcef and you're trying to remove obstacles, this is a really cheap way to do 



it. You know, it's those I think people use the terms nudges. This is one of those 

little nudges that will push people in the wrong direction with that bad experience 

they have at a, uh, ongoing street corner.  

Speaker:  I think that's a compelling case. Thank you. I really appreciate it. Uh 

commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Sure. I want to point out that. Well, I would love to explore with, uh, the 

pcf community, uh, the opportunities to fund these, uh, fund projects like this 

through with those funds. I'll tell you, colleagues, um, given the price of this 

particular innovation, um, I hope that we can take a look at other possible, uh, 

sources of funds for this, too. Um, I think anyone who has tried to cross the streets 

or streets like this, um, in Portland, knows how dangerous they are. Uh, peter has 

pointed out it's relatively cheap to fix. Um, it would be great to make progress in 

this area. It's truly one of the rare low hanging fruits in the transportation space, 

and I hope that we could work together to make this, um, a more widespread 

practice. Awesome  

Speaker:  Thank you, sir. Thank you peter. Uh, next.  

Speaker:  Thank you again.  

Speaker:  Thank you peter. Next individual 86, please request that of jessica 

johnston to address council regarding deteriorated livability crime in Portland 

public school strike.  

Speaker:  They canceled their request. All right.  

Speaker:  Uh, next individual, please. Item 87, request of ian williams to address 

council regarding current state of business operations and sentiments in old town.  

Speaker:  Welcome. Yeah kind of get close to the middle a little bit.  

Speaker:  Uh, when do I begin? Uh, whenever you'd like.  



Speaker:  Hey, shout out. And then, uh, since this is sort of a new system, can you 

walk us through the lights just so we all.  

Speaker:  Well, actually, it's the same timer.  

Speaker:  I'll start it. So you can see it.  

Speaker:  Oh, he can see it on the screen here.  

Speaker:  Yep. Got it. Yeah.  

Speaker:  Okay. Oh, my time already started. All right. Uh, how you doing? When 

you started.  

Speaker:  Oh, great. All right, all ready.  

Speaker:  My name is ian williams. I’m the owner of deadstock coffee. Uh, I have 

had the opportunity to speak to many already. Uh, and I just really wanted to come 

through and, uh, on behalf of some people in old town and really talk about, uh, 

what's going on down there. So old town has been the cultural hub, uh, since black 

people were first brought here in the late 1800s, early 19. And we turned it into a 

place where we were brought to build the railroads. Um, and our neighborhood 

was flanked by other communities, other asian communities, who were also 

brought here. And we turned it into something great. Um, and, uh, you know, we've 

always been underrepresent I feel we've always been a neighborhood, uh, that is 

underserved. Uh, but we are very proud of our neighborhood. And I say all that to 

say that, uh, we will always figure it out. Um, we all know that the narrative of old 

town is that old town is dirty. Uh there's a lot of houseless people, uh, drugs and all 

those things. Um, you know, we feel that right? To dream actually govern the area. 

Um, and we actually, a lot of us business owners feel strongly about right to dream. 

It was a good thing. Um, in 2019, we were really expecting the neighborhood to 

turn the corner of course, 2020 happened. Uh, and when others boarded up and 

decided to, uh, you know, shut down and got, you know, due to covid and riots and 



things like that, our neighborhood actually stood together for and made sure that 

we, um, we actually were outside protecting our businesses at night to make it 

seem like everything was all good during the day. Um, and so, you know, even 

though all those things were good for us, you know, it still fell on hard times. And, 

uh, and you know, drugs were spreading and looting and all those things. So, you 

know, we really just wanted to really want to be here to actually ask for help. Um, 

we as the businesses, uh, I can I have a listing if you want. Um, we have a new set of 

rules that we would like to go through that we would like to go by. Uh, I know it's 

going to be hard, but number one, I’d like to say that I would like for it. We would 

like for it to be a coordinated effort. Um, we know that we can't do it by ourselves. 

And old town is always thrived on collaboration. Um, I wish I had pictures and stuff 

like my man peter, but, uh, but, you know, uh, our, our goal is, uh, are the things 

that we just can no longer tolerate are the tents and camping. Um no garbage cans 

in old town. We feel that that brings a lot of opportunities for, um, rodents and 

things like that. Um, and, you know, unfortunately, it's just sad to watch people dig 

through the garbage cans and things like that. No loitering if you're not working or, 

uh, patronizing one of the businesses. Um, we really would like to stand for know 

open air drug use. Um, and then to again, uh, double down and say that we'd really 

like for this to be a coordinated effort. You know, like I mentioned before, we're 

always going to figure it out. Um, we're asking for assistance to uplift those who 

really want to be in old town. We're asking for assistance to help with those who 

are in need and to also help with cleaning up our streets. Uh, we're asking for you 

to work with us to bring back the culturally vibrant neighborhood that old town has 

always been. And we still feel strongly about it. Um, we're asking for help through a 

collaborative effort, but we're also telling you that without this help, we will still 

continue to fight.  



Speaker:  Ian, thank you. I think a couple of us have a couple of comments and, uh 

commissioner Gonzalez. Uh, mr. Williams, thanks so much for your testimony.  

Speaker:  A couple quick questions. Uh, what steps have you had to take as a 

business owner, uh, to protect yourself, your employees and your business in 

recent years in old town?  

Speaker:  Yeah. I mean, since, uh, like, up to 2021, we've been there since 2015. Um 

we had never replaced any windows, uh, from 2021, actually, just in the last 

calendar year, we've had to replace five, um, and the business alone, not not, you 

know, my car as well, but, uh, like business car. Um, and then we have three that 

are currently broken. Um, but when we hire people, our first conversation is, what 

would you do if something happened? If somebody comes in and you know, they're 

going through whatever episode it might be, and if the number one answer is call 

the police, we actually say that you can't work with us. We just we do what we can 

to continue to be part of the community and understand that people are going 

through things. But it's getting more and more dangerous for people to be down 

there. Uh, for employees. And, you know, if there's tents, people won't park in 

those areas and things like that. So do what we can to protect our team and our 

businesses.  

Speaker:  Have you seen an, uh, an increase in the number of business owners that 

find it necessary to carry guns, to own guns and keep them on, on site?  

Speaker:  I would say, yeah.  

Speaker:  Um, does in that time when all the protesting and, uh, honestly, like the 

protests never came into old town, they would hit burnside, turn, go somewhere, 

go a different direction. But all that. But so many businesses got their windows 

broken, places were broken into that were boarded up. So people must have 

known that something was in there. Um, so I will say that I didn't, but there were a 



lot of people who carried guns and who slept out in front of their stores or will 

stayed up in front of their stores through the evenings, uh, to make sure that 

everything was going to be okay. Um, and like I said, and then pretend that 

everything was fine when we opened the next day. Uh, so again, i, I’m not a big 

weapons guy, but I know people who do legally, you know, who who have taken 

those precautions. I actually carried a backpack with, uh, screwdriver or, like, drill 

and stuff and just helped people board up.  

Speaker:  Got it. No. That's beautiful. And I only bring it up because we certainly 

have heard that that, you know, with the loss of expectation of justice and 

protection in old town that many had to resort to self protection in a way that they 

didn't previously consider. And sure, um, you know that to me, it's part of the 

seriousness of the issue, uh, for, for your neighborhood and for neighbors 

throughout the city. I do want to highlight a couple pieces that this council's steps 

we've taken. We know it's not enough. We know we need to do more, but we 

banned outdoor drug use last summer, and we're waiting for the state to allow us 

to enforce it. Uh, that was this council going five zero because we were listening to 

Portlanders like you. They were fed up with what they're seeing on the streets. Uh, 

six. We put in place time, place, manner, restrictions, uh, and took a long time to 

actually roll it out. Enforcement. Then get to the end and have a judge, uh, enjoy us 

from enforcing it. Is extremely frustrating. Uh, we need help from the courts and 

from the state legislature. Frankly uh, to fix some really poorly thought out statutes, 

there. Um, we'll continue to fight. Uh, we need partners on on that. Uh, last but not 

least, you know, this is a town that loves to talk about equity. Uh, we talk about it 

every day in city hall, but when I look at the impact that crime has had on our 

communities of color, uh, our business owners of all races, uh, and all 

socioeconomic classes, cause that's where I get really frustrated because we've 



talked nonstop about equity. And yet the folks that are getting the most impact by 

crime, um, and drug use are some of our most historically marginalized 

communities. And I’m not necessarily saying that about old town, but it is part of 

that narrative and that story, as you alluded to. So again, thank you for your 

testimony. Please continue to speak up. We'll look forward to collaborating with 

with you on these hard problems.  

Speaker:  Appreciate it. I'll definitely be back.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Uh, commissioner Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yeah, sure.  

Speaker:  I just wanted to thank you for coming in. I had a pleasure of meeting you 

over two years ago, and, uh, fortunately, I’ve been frequently in communication 

with you because you instantly just told me the truth about what it's like to be a 

small business owner in old town. And I have a couple questions. Just because I’m 

actually following up. I know I saw you a couple weeks ago, but we didn't get to 

these points. Um, when you do make a phone call, what do you dial right now?  

Speaker:  We just dial. I just call non-emergency because a majority of the time it's 

not. Yeah. Three on one. It's not an emergency. Or at least we understand it's 

difficult because our, our neighborhood is like a small, like a micro climate. Right? I 

mean, all neighborhoods are, but but a lot of us have been there for so long. We 

understand the way that the neighborhood operates. When you bring in, though, 

I’m asking and hoping for more police presence when police presence comes in the 

way that police presence comes in now, it's not looked, it's not received well. Say 

more. Um, when it's very similar to how people who grew up in the hood. I’m kind 

of using this loosely. Uh, don't drive white cars. Uh, we understand. And that white 

cars mean something not good is about to happen. So when the way that people 

perceive or the way that the community perceives police right now, it's that 



something good is something bad is about to happen. Um, so when people are 

approached, uh, with kindness and respect, but also when they approach with, with 

something that's very stern, they're, um, more receptive, uh, to, to help or to 

whatever the, uh, conversation or the situation might entail. Um, so though I’m 

hoping I wish we had more police presence. Um, but police presence in the way 

that is like, hey, we're here to help you. And I know that that's difficult because 

police are, um, under underfunded, under supported under all those things. And 

I’m not saying that any knock on y'all, I just nobody calls the police to ask them how 

they're doing. Right? Everybody calls when something's wrong. So.  

Speaker:  Yeah. So the bike patrols and seeing the police force on their feet. Yeah. 

And the bike patrol I will say has actually been very helpful.  

Speaker:  Yeah.  

Speaker:  Okay, great. And then, um, mayor, you led a really great effort with the 

90 day reset and I know that had an impact. What have you any reflection on how 

that worked? And what about the follow up?  

Speaker:  Yeah, the first 90 day reset. I'll be completely honest. I was unaware even 

took place. Um, the second 90 day reset or the beginning of that reset. I was made 

aware that there was a previous 90 day reset. Uh, we spoke at the same place 

mayor Wheeler, um, in front of the gardens. The chinese gardens, um, and I feel 

that it was it was good in that it the streets did get cleaned and there were tents 

and things that were removed. Um, but what it actually, there was a there's an 

ecosystem that has always been there, people who just actually need help, um, and 

who have have been able to live and, and function uh, in downtown who are 

houseless. Uh, but really, what it did is i, we all feel that it removed the people who 

were there who needed help and really opened up the doors for people who were 

just down there to do stuff that they didn't have any business doing. Um, and with 



everybody knowing that, uh, it was pretty clear that Portland was not really in 

forcing a lot of rules and a lot of laws, there were people who came to town in the 

greyhound station was definitely one of those places where people arrive at and 

which made that which made old town the neighborhood that bore the brunt of a 

lot of that. Um, the things that were happening, uh, drug sales, um, windows getting 

broken, people getting injured and, uh, and so or getting, getting hurt due to, you 

know, different violence and things like that. So, uh, the 90 day reset was helpful in 

that it did. The streets were clean for a moment, but then it just opened it up for 

other people to come in and replace and take up those spaces. And, and, uh, I i'll be 

honest, a lot of business owners are getting pretty fed up, and there's a lot of more 

stern conversations. Nobody fighting, nobody hurting anybody. But it definitely is 

getting more. Everybody's at like a wit's end and to my final question, I know that 

you said you had some broken windows.  

Speaker:  Were you able to get repair grants from, um, uh, Portland?  

Speaker:  We were told a bunch of different ways that we were supposed to submit 

our information to get the windows repaired. Initially, we had called, we were told 

to submit our invoices. Um invoices got submitted. They didn't get paid, to be 

honest. Uh, there's two of the broken windows that were repairs that were in 

collections for, um, and I know that prosper has reached out to us to help with that. 

Um, but I already feel like we thought that we gave the information the correct 

ways to get the windows replaced, and then they continue to get broken. So for us, 

I’m just like, why would I replace this window? I’d rather just leave it boarded or a 

little bit broken. Um which sucks.  

Speaker:  Thank you for showing up and giving a first hand perspective is very 

refreshing to have you share, uh, with with us and more importantly, with the 

public. Appreciate you so much. Thank you.  



Speaker:  Commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Um, ian, thank you for, uh, being here today. And thank, thank you for 

everything that you do to make old town in Portland a better place. I know I’ve met 

you, and I’ve been down to your shop, and you're a great addition to Portland. I also 

want you to know I very much heard what you've requested today. Uh, you know, 

action on tents, garbage cans, no loitering and open air. Uh, no open air drug use. 

Those are all things that I support, too. I suspect that my colleagues on council are 

largely supportive of the suggestions, too. I sure hope that we, as a council can, um, 

uh, get together and, uh, figure out if there's a way forward to move on some of 

these, I think some we can move on right away, some might take a little bit more 

work, including some support from the courts and, uh, mr. Mayor also, um, I was 

going to kind of try to tee you up. I know yesterday, uh, um, yesterday, uh, you and 

the governor, I think the county chair came together, uh, to unveil a 90 day state of 

emergency around fentanyl. Um, and I was wondering if you could kind of educate 

us in the room in Portlanders about how that project is likely to impact and 

hopefully improve conditions in old town? Yeah  

Speaker:  Good. So let me say what I wanted to say first, and then I will get to that. 

Um, first of all, ian, you have stuck it out and I appreciate it. And I really I mean, 

that, um, I also want. You to know that we've been keenly aware of the situation in 

old town and i'll be mayor for less than a year, and then somebody else will take up 

the mantle. And I hope they will continue to pursue some of the strategies that 

we've looked at. The reality is the 90 day reset that we did in old town was actually 

guided by community. We asked, community, what do you need from us? And they 

said, we need more patrols, more police visibility. We need, uh, livability 

improvements, litter and graffiti collection on a regular basis. Um, we need better 

our homeless outreach, compassionate responses to people who are clearly 



struggling on the streets and as you'll recall, two years ago in old town, it was every 

single block. There were a lot of people in really dire straits who needed, um, 

significant help. And we created that 90 day reset. And there were other 

components to it as well. Gun violence was actually, you know, it spiked in old town 

and at the end of the 90 day reset, some things worked really well. Some things 

didn't work so well. What did work well is gun violence went down to zero from one 

of the city's hot spots down to zero. So we liked that aspect of it. The livability piece. 

Um well, the outreach part obviously, we just did a celebration for some of the 

people who were heavily involved in this. And I think that's been successful. It's a 

compassionate, effective, fact based approach. Uh, but what didn't work and, and 

what we all acknowledge is when we focused on old town things improved, just as 

you said, temporary early. But as soon as we folded up the tent and left, a lot of it 

came right back and we did the same thing in the central east side. We had 

basically the same experience. And so we realized, okay, we're not, you know, we're 

helping some people, but we're not really solving the core problem because we're 

not being consistent in terms of what we're funding, what we're supporting, what 

our programing is. And so a lot of people expressed sort of the same concerns you 

have that, that they felt abandoned. And meanwhile we had other parts of the city 

that are also struggling with some of these other issues safety, livable city 

homelessness, economic recovery, saying, why did you pick them? Why not us? You 

know, aren't we important to you in lents or belmont or anywhere in east Portland? 

And so what we've been working on since it's called Portland solution and Portland 

solutions is not yet ready for prime time, but it is going to be operated like an 

emergency management function with daily resource allocation in complete 

coordination amongst all of our city bureaus. Focus on addressing these issues on a 

permanent, ongoing basis, not just in any given neighborhood, but all across the 



city. And I would very, very much welcome your input, your participation, your 

thoughts, your thought leadership at any level where you think the experience that 

you have in old town could help reflect that effort, uh, briefly, to the trilateral 

emergency declaration. Um, there are a lot of pieces of that that are still not 

completely clear. Um, at the outset. But what it is, it's improved coordination and 

communication between the city, the county and the state. But as I made clear in 

the press conference yesterday, we're already doing it. We already have the street 

services coordination center. We're already coordinating our bureaus. We're 

already deploying outreach teams. The urban alchemy folks in the city. Um, we are 

already providing access to treatment. We're providing access to behavioral nils 

services. Generally as well as public health services. Um, and yes, we're standing up 

improved patrols. We're increasing our collaborations with the Oregon state police. 

We are the impactrillioneduction program is doing, you know, uh, 2,000% increase 

over 2017 numbers in terms of litter and graffiti abatement. But. Now the question 

is, how do the state and the county come into alignment with the work that we're 

already doing? How do they help us expand it, scale it? And as ian said, make it 

permanent. Yep. And that remains to be seen to be honest with you. But those are 

the discussions that are ongoing now. Uh, commissioner Rubio, I just want to, um, 

also join my colleagues in thanking you for sticking it out.  

Speaker:  I know it's been just a very rough set of years, and your voice has been, 

uh, front and center. So thank you for being here and telling us the truth. We need 

to keep, you know, uh, keep aware of on the ground what's real and versus, um, 

what maybe is just more aspirational, what we want to hear. But we need to know 

where the real work is. Cut out. I just want to briefly follow up about the garbage 

aspect. That's something I can really get into right away. Um, so if you're okay with 

that, I would love to follow up with you or have my staff connect with you offline. I’d 



love to know what parts of the city or would make would be more consequential. 

Um, in terms of help, uh, for you. So if you're open to that, we'd love to connect 

with you about garbage.  

Speaker:  Yeah. No, for sure. Uh, I would say that would be tight. Okay, great. 

Appreciate that.  

Speaker:  We appreciate your being here.  

Speaker:  Thank you guys for continuing. Okay. Thank you. Yeah. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Nice. Nice shirt. Sweatshirt.  

Speaker:  You won't get one. Let me know.  

Speaker:  Uh, next item please. Item number. Our next individual, please. Item 

number 88, request of linda wysong to address council regarding monuments and 

engagement grants.  

Speaker:  Welcome.  

Speaker:  Thank you for being here. I am not linda wysong, but my understanding 

is that it was switched for michael stevenson.  

Speaker:  Uh, hello again. Uh, the council members may remember seeing me 

when I spoke back in July. In case you need a reminder, I spoke in support of 

accepting the report on recommendation for the city from Portland's monument 

engagement process committee. At that time, there was unanimous agreement 

among the council to accept this proposed plan for community engagement to 

forefront citizens voices as the basis for developing new and managing old 

monuments in the city of Portland. On the same day, the city the council voted to 

accept $350,000 grant from the mellon foundation to fund that work. It may be that 

council members have read the opb article written by alex zelinsky, entitled the fate 

of Portland's toppled monuments hits a snag. When I appeared at City Council in 

July, I left feeling excited for possible futures involving monumentalization in the 



city of Portland. After reading the article, I was disheartened and mortified at the 

state of affairs I had already been tracking. There were had not been any significant 

public engagement around the issue, because I would have been there. I would like 

to read an excerpt from the article that is particularly clear about the 

noncompliance. The plan that this City Council voted in favor of. It includes a quote 

from commissioner dan Ryan, whose portfolio includes the city arts program, 

applauding the report as recently as July 2023. Quote we are determined to create 

a thorough and inclusive process to ensure that underrepresented communities 

are. Engaged in these discussions, he said. It's imperative to me that we handle the 

Portland monuments project with utmost care, and it sets an example for the 

nation on how we respond to conflict during these times of tension. The article 

further explains that those directly involved in the project say Ryan didn't stick to 

his mindset in the months to follow, according to amara perez, who the city hired to 

serve as inquiry and engagement coordinator for the project, Ryan and his staff 

have been laser focused on a plan to return the five monuments to public places, 

end quote. This is bad press. I’m a citizen of Portland and I’m appalled to be directly 

implicated by having also been present when these supportive comments were 

made by councilor Ryan. It is my personal integrity that is on the line when the city 

government does not follow through with plans and intentions made when I was in 

the room. This is why I have returned. I want to make it clear that the citizens of 

Portland are watching what is done here. Were not being done as the case may be 

how money is spent and exactly whose voices are being listened to. I’m aware that 

there are conversations taking place about the york statue. For those of you who 

don't know, artist todd mcgrane, gorilla installed a monument honoring york, a 

black man who led lewis and clark westward. Mcgrane is an artist of a particular 

gender and cultural heritage that is predominant in the city and does not represent 



the widely diverse population within our municipal region. Resurrecting this three 

year old conversation is lazy and it represents a totally unimaginative approach to 

community engagement. It is disingenuously instrumentalizing. The Oregon black 

pioneers, as they were not approached to imagine their own vision for what should 

be memorialized instead brought a half baked idea that was dreamt by a single 

Portlander. While endearing to the sculptor, this conversation quintessentially does 

not represent a broader community engagement, and neither is the paltry amount 

of time the issue monuments has gotten with dan Ryan's poorly promoted art talks. 

For example, my roommate, who is contracted by the city to do all public art street 

paintings, receive dan Ryan's newsletter, and had no idea the program was even 

happening. Almost done due to these grievous issues with how the council has 

managed this culturally significant issue myself and other concerned Portlanders 

respond to this lack of appropriate, diverse community engagement by convening 

our own community conversation event to actually garner a broad perspective on 

the future of monumental utilization in Portland. This event will be well promoted 

and open to the public. I will make sure to personally invite each of the City Council 

members just in case you all have time in your busy schedules to address this very 

important issue. Thank you for your time and I hope you appreciate mine in return. 

Thank you for being here.  

Speaker:  Oh, uh, commissioner Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yeah, we'd like to say something. Thank you, mayor. Um, michael, I nice 

to see you. I know that my senior staff are on this. Did reach out to linda last night. 

They had a great conversation. So she has the balanced information. Um, 

sometimes in this job, we can all look at each other and admit we have some news 

days that when I read an article, I don't even recognize what I’m reading because it 

misses half of the information. And that was true to that article that you were 



reading about. Uh, let's just back up a little bit. First, let's talk about the fact that we 

have the policy out for the public to review. It will be a four week review because is 

Portland, like many cities, didn't have a policy on how to deal with, uh, the 

conversation about looking at monuments that are up that really deserve to have 

some dialog about why they're still there and who they're hurting. All of the issues 

that we talked about, especially in the mellon grant. And so we have that policy out. 

So we have a map going forward and not just, um, a act people take it down and 

then we sit for four years and wonder what to do. So those days need to be over. 

So we do have that out, um, in the July meeting, I was enthusiastic about it and I 

was excited about the timeline that we all agreed upon, which was to start in the 

engagement as soon as possible and then come back with some findings in 

February. So all I was doing is getting that back on track, because when I met with 

the arts office, that was working on that in October, there wasn't any action that 

had taken place since July. So my job was to make sure that that we got back on 

track. So that's what we're doing and you will see in the policy that you can review 

that we have a great plan going forward. And that's action that we needed the 

policy and we'll review that and we'll vote on it in in less in four weeks from now. 

And we will then tackle it going forward. But there'll be plenty of engagement and 

there has been engagement. But there will be more. I would i'll have jerry jones also 

reach out to you and give you some more context on that. So thanks for being here.  

Speaker:  Sure. You know, I’m actually i, uh, linda forwarded me that plan. And so 

it's on the city website, and it was published yesterday. Yeah. Um, you know, as you 

mentioned, that is a good, good four weeks is long period of time compared to 

most policies.  

Speaker:  Yeah, sure.  



Speaker:  Um, you know, as you mentioned, that you started a conversation with 

your staff in October and the plan was to do engagement from November for a 

good decisions in June. So here we are, several months into greater than multiple of 

four weeks, and we haven't heard anything. Um, you know, and I actually reviewed 

the website and it says that it first, the first statement criminalizes engages in 

criminalization of participation. But if you'd like, the seven waters canoe family is 

actually here today. So if you'd rather them move through this online portal, but 

they are ready to speak to you right now. Um, about the issues and concerns we 

could speak face to face about this. I mean, it's no longer covid era where we 

should do things over the internet. We should have meetings.  

Speaker:  Absolutely. And just for the record, at the meeting in July, we all agreed to 

a timeline that said we would come back with an update on the engagement and 

some decisions based on that. In February.  

Speaker:  Do you have updates on the engagement, the engagement team was, 

um, slow in getting started.  

Speaker:  That's really where the conflict started. And my job as an elected official 

for the people at a public meeting in July that agreed upon a timeline for six 

months. My job is to make sure we stay on that timeline. Anyway, thank you for 

being here. I just want to make sure I gave the other side of that story. Thanks. 

Sure. Thank you. Appreciate  

Speaker:  Uh, next individual. Please. Item 89, request of anahi bertrand to address 

council regarding title 11 tree code hindrance for people with disabilities.  

Speaker:  Bertrand is joining us online. Welcome.  

Speaker:  Thank you for being here.  

Speaker:  Hello. Um, I don't think can you see me or we can hear you, but we can't 

see you.  



Speaker:  You sound good, though.  

Speaker:  Um, here. Start my video. Great. Oh, there you go.  

Speaker:  Yeah.  

Speaker:  Great. Thank you so much to, um, letting me speak. I am speaking on 

behalf of myself as a person with disability. Um, and on behalf of my mother, who 

has an intellectual disability. And I’m speaking about title 11, which, um, says that 

we have to pay a penalty for $100 per inch for each tree removed if we want to 

build a house and, um, I love trees. I think climate change is very, very important. 

And it's very urgent to protect our trees. However, I also, um, excuse me, I want to 

share a story. Me, my story of people with disabilities and how negatively they were 

impacted by this, by title 11. Um rarely, houses are built with um consideration of 

our needs, physical needs, mental needs and sensory for people with sensory 

disability and, um. On top of that, it, um, there is a lot of cost in purchasing a home, 

trying to remodel it to fit those needs. And people with disabilities are often on a 

limited income. So, um, that's why my mother and I decided to buy, um, a purchase 

a lot. And build our own home to fit those needs is, um. Yes the realtor 

misinformed us and didn't tell us about title 11. And, um, we found out later that 

we had to pay $100,000 in penalties just to remove the trees. And, um, that really 

put a damper on our plans to be close to a hospital, all to build a home that fits 

those needs, etc. And so, um, I just want to ask, is there any consideration in 

reducing those penalties for people with disabilities, or is there a consideration of 

removing, uh, because oftentimes what my experience is, um, as an immigrant and, 

um, person with disabilities is we always have to adapt to the system. We have to 

adapt our lifestyle, our way of being to the system. And can the system adapt to our 

needs and consider that there are other people there and they need a voice as well. 

As much as we love trees as much as we want climate change, um, there are real 



issues here with, um, people with disabilities. So I am, um, I still have time, but I’m 

just going to take this much time.  

Speaker:  Thank, thank you, miss bertrand. And I know a couple of my colleagues 

would like to comment. Uh commissioner Gonzalez. First, please.  

Speaker:  And, mr. Bertrand, thanks so much for your testimony.  

Speaker:  I am not a technical expert in this area. I want to start with that. This is 

not my, uh, particular area, but I have been hearing a lot about trees in the last 

week and a half, uh, in part because of the impact from the storm. Uh, I will just 

pass one tidbit to you that I encourage you, and then i'll turn over to my colleagues 

who have more direct, uh, administrative responses. Cully, um, have you have you 

consulted an arborist at, uh, on the assessment here? Uh, because I have heard 

that that, uh, builders and homeowners in your situation have some time benefited 

from the opinions of arborist as to what trees are really going to stand up in the 

next storm. So to speak. That can really change the, uh, assessment as to what fees 

you might face. So I just hope you've at least considered consulting an arborist that 

can, uh, sometimes address the burdens under the existing code. I will add, and 

this is a commentary more broadly, I think we need to take a serious look as a 

council. Um, in part from the benefits of hindsight, after looking at this last storm, 

uh, in part because we need to address the, uh, construction of housing in our 

region and making it as affordable at all levels on the continuum. And this is one 

area where, you know, it is incredibly expensive of, uh, to build. Um, and so I just 

wanted to acknowledge both those pieces that I think the tree code is something 

that probably warrants a revisit by this council in light of recent developments and 

our need to build. But I just hope you've, you know, at least consider consulting an 

arborist and how to navigate the existing code.  

Speaker:  Thank you. I i have to find one that doesn't also so benefit from the code.  



Speaker:  And yet there is that challenge doesn't also work for um.  

Speaker:  Yeah. Thank you. But yeah, I think the storm has like a brought a new 

perspective to this issue. It's what I’m hearing. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Maybe. Yeah. Commissioner Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yeah, I thank you. Um, yeah. We've all, uh, received quite a few emails 

about trees lately, and I’m proud to say that we did move the work yesterday. The 

parks bureau had the authority to make that decision. We've been leaning into 

them for quite a few days. And yesterday was announced that there was a waiver 

on all permits about trees. But you're your issue goes deeper, and we will make 

sure that someone follows up with you. Um, regarding your specific case so we can 

understand it deeper than the three minutes allotted here. And thank you for 

coming, and i'll make sure that we have someone from my office and someone 

from parks reach out to you. Thanks so much for being here.  

Speaker:  Thank you very much. And that completes communications to the 

consent agenda. Please. I understand items 94, 98 and 99 have been pulled. Is that 

accurate? That's correct. Anything else? No. Please call the roll. Rubio I Ryan.  

Speaker:  Hi gonzales i, I taylor I the consent agenda is adopted do the first time 

certain item please item number 90 a second reading amend the planning and 

zoning code to adopt temporary suspensions and permanent clarification to 

development and process regulations as part of the housing regulatory relief 

project.  

Speaker:  Colleagues, this is a second reading. We have had presentations as well 

as public testimony on this item. Is there any further business on item 90? Keelan, 

please call the roll. Rubio I want to start by thanking I’m sorry. Commissioner Ryan 

had his hand up. Do you have your hand up?  

Speaker:  Oh, I just forgot to put it down. Okay  



Speaker:  Sorry, commissioner. Go ahead.  

Speaker:  I want to start by thanking everyone. Uh, again, who filled out the survey 

early last year, which provided a launch point for this work. Um, I also want to thank 

the planning commission for their work reviewing this package. Council appointed, 

just appointed most of these commissioners last year after we completely 

restructured the commission. And this was the first meeting policy that they've had 

to dive into. And wrestle with. So I just want to, again, thank them for that work and 

for doing it on a very short timeline as we requested. And of course, everyone who 

provided testimony, we heard some feedback that we've gone to a bit too far with 

this package, and also that we haven't gone far enough, which is usually, uh, often a 

sign as policy makers juggling multiple priorities that we found a good balance in 

our approach. But mostly we've heard enthusiasm for moving this work forward 

because most people understand it's importance. I also want to thank my 

colleagues who took the time to dive into this. It's really great to know that all five 

of us take this work very seriously and are supportive of moving this package 

forward, and, um, I also want to appreciate, uh, mayor, your skilled facilitation of 

the conversations at council. Um, that was helpful in getting us through to where 

we need to be today and finally to the staff of bureau and planning. Bureau of 

planning and sustainability. Donnie patricia, sandra and phil and others on the 

team. Um, this wasn't initially on your work plan last year, but you rose to the 

challenge and provided thoughtful input and smooth shepherding of the process. 

Yes. Um, so as I’ve said before, this is an example of what we can do locally to boost 

housing production. And it's only just the beginning. So I’m very pleased to be 

voting. I Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yes, um, first of all, commissioner Rubio, thank you for working on this 

for some time. Um, for bringing more balance into your appointment. The 



appointments to the planning commission. Uh, I found it refreshing to actually 

watch those meetings and see how they wrestled with this. And it was it was it was 

because of that balance. And to hear one of the veterans on the commission say it 

was the first time they've had a split vote on an issue in the time they've been on. 

The commission says something about the fact that we're moving in the right 

direction to have what I call that creative tension in the room, and so it was no 

surprise then that we brought that here as well, because we're the last chance to do 

that. Checks and balance. And so i, I didn't one thing I didn't appreciate is the 

process, um, arguments on this. I thought the process was fine. I thought the 

leadership from staff looking out at sandra would and phil namemy i, I really 

enjoyed watching the way you handled those meetings. You were, um, so 

knowledgeable on the fly. I was taken with that. I think the meeting was in this very 

setting, and I just was really pleased to see how balanced you were, how objective 

you were, how actually you were in your information, uh, it was refreshing to see 

some objective, uh, public service leadership in that space. It's a tough issue. We're, 

uh, we're constantly. Having the debates right now about building faster, really 

taking this housing emergency seriously. And then we bring in folks, and we listen 

to all of what they think is necessary to actually entice, uh, builders. And we all are 

dealing with macro concerns that we don't have much control over. We don't get to 

control the rate of interest. We don't get to control supply chains. We don't get to 

control that. What we can't control are the policies and procedures here locally. And 

so we really came to a head with, um, some, um, some of our environmental 

concerns that that make us a lovely place to live. And with the challenges that 

builders have been facing forever for it used to be builders would take that risk 

because Portland was a big investment. If you talk to anyone who does capital 

investments, you'll see that Portland is pretty much at the bottom of the list right 



now. We're not attracting capital investment right now, so it is our duty to provide 

some incentives. And we're just probably not going to magically see, um, a housing 

boom and building of homes. So I found it to be a very good debate, a debate that 

we need to continue to have. And so I will say that I’m impressed with where we're 

going on this. And I do think that we had a missed opportunity. I enjoyed the dialog 

we had on the two amendments that commissioner Gonzalez brought forward. It 

was a tough decision. I agonized over it for some time. Um, and at the end of the 

day, when I talked to builders, they said those were the two that were making it the 

most difficult for them to pencil this out. So I chose to focus on housing, affordable 

housing, and that's why I supported those amendments today. I’m here to support 

this proposal because we did the work. We did our due diligence. We had our good 

debate on the amendments and that's all on the record. I think we're going to be 

here again as we continue to move through this. So thank you, staff, for holding 

that stance and thank you, commissioner Rubio, for bringing together a 

commission that actually allows us to have some of those debates at the 

commission level, and then we can continue to have them here. This is where we 

are. It's a housing crisis. And of course, we care about the environment. And 

sometimes you have to make tough choices. Today I’m all on board to support this 

work. I vote, I Gonzalez.  

Speaker:  I want to echo my colleagues comments here. I I’m going to support this 

and vote. I today. Um I do have deep concern that it was somewhat of a missed 

opportunity. We could have gone further here. Uh, we didn't go far and enough, uh, 

I think we're going to be back in the fall confronting some of the many same issues. 

Uh, and at some level in the city of Portland, we're going to have to have the tough 

conversation. Are we truly, honestly committed to creating new supply in the region 

and time and time again, whether at the city or at the state level? We haven't gone 



far enough. Uh, and that's a 40 years in the making. Certainly exacerbated by high 

interest rates, uh, supply chain issues that commissioner Ryan addressed and, and 

the general perception of our region as an area to invest in. Uh, I will support the 

package. I appreciate the work of staff, uh, and my colleagues in a fairly rigorous 

conversation on the topic. But we need to do more, and we got to do it faster. I vote 

I maps, I Wheeler, I want to thank, uh, commissioner Rubio again and the bureaus 

of planning and sustainability development services and housing, as well as the 

planning commission to bring forward this regulatory relief package.  

Speaker:  I appreciate all the hard work and the creativity and the responsiveness 

to a wide variety of stakeholders in our community to say that this was a complex 

project is a gross understatement. Although we, as other commissioners had 

indicated, we still have a lot of work left to do to accelerate housing production. 

This set of regulatory relief measures provides what I believe are meaningful cost 

reductions in important administrative streamlining and time savings for housing 

projects in Portland. We continue to face a housing emergency in Portland, and this 

package is just one further step that I think demonstrates the city's and the City 

Council's seriousness in responding urgently, as well as decisive to that crisis. Uh, 

moreover, in the near future, I’m looking forward to the governor's leadership and 

the state's legislature assisting the city with greater near firm housing production 

and development opportunities. I’m also looking forward to an upcoming City 

Council work session alongside city bureaus as well as external stakeholders to 

adopt further key reforms locally that better attract capital to Portland and enhance 

our economic competitiveness. Continued progress in regulatory relief is, of course, 

critical to growing our affordable housing supply and to create more local jobs, as 

well as economic opportunities for all Portlanders. I am very happy to vote I the 

ordinance is adopted. Thank you everybody. Next item please 91. Also, a second 



reading amend property tax exemption for multiple unit housing development 

code and inclusionary housing code to make technical corrections and adjust the 

property tax exemption for multiple unit housing developments before I call for the 

vote, any further discussion on this seeing none Keelan, please call the roll on the 

ordinance as it was amended. Yea. Rubio.  

Speaker:  As I shared earlier this month, the ordinance in front of us is the result of 

over 15 months of work making good on a commitment that City Council made 

when the inclusionary housing program was first adopted to periodic review the 

program and compare incentives to program goals and market conditions. We did 

that work, and came up with a proposal that is reasonable and targeted. These 

changes will make an already successful program even stronger, creating more 

affordable housing and more housing overall in some of the most amenity rich 

areas of our city. From what I understand, the housing bureau is already getting 

calls from folks interested in using these changes. It's no secret that we are. We are 

on the low end of the development cycle right now, but this ordinance and the 

zoning package that we just approved will help get projects across the finish line 

and move us up that bell curve sooner, because Portlanders need these homes 

before this can go into effect on March 1st, we will need the county to adopt these 

changes as well. And I want to thank chair jessica vega peterson for her partnership 

on this and look forward to having those conversations in the coming weeks. And 

as part of our ongoing monitoring of the program, um, we'll do another calibration 

in review in a few years to see if additional adjustments are needed. And now, 

some quick words of gratitude. I want to start by thanking the volunteers on the 

work group that fb assembled in late 2022. I also want to thank the teams at the 

housing bureau who have been working on this for almost a year and a half. Jesse 

connor, antoinette pitka, and dori hiller, who have all been advancing this work and 



at the staff level, molly rogers, who has since moved on to a new role at 

Washington county. But played a big part in shaping this work as as interim director 

of fb last year, and michael vanacore, who is the current chair, as fb director, um, is 

now for steering us across the finish line. Um, we have a new fb director starting 

tomorrow, so you'll have to catch her up. Also on what she missed. Michael, if 

you're listening. Um, and of course, um, a big thank you to commissioner Ryan for 

your leadership in getting the project going in 2022. And to our consultant team at 

bi who did some excellent analysis so that we could bring forward a data driven 

proposal. I also want to thank my own staff, particularly christina gann, for diving 

into this project. When the mayor assigned his portfolio to me early this last year, 

it's been a huge lift for all of us, and I’m truly grateful for everyone's contributions. 

So with that, I vote. I Ryan. Yes um, thank you, commissioner Rubio, for that 

mention.  

Speaker:  I actually will start off with saying recruiting that that commission, that 

board to look at the recalibration was quite an honor. And back to the point earlier 

about how important it is to balance perspective at the table. I recall in the 

recruitment, I got some pushback, quite a bit of pushback because we were leaning 

into that, that space. And what I see is the results of having that balanced 

perspective at the table. It's like hopefully all good policy where no one got 

everything they wanted. But together they met each other on their edges. And we 

moved this forward in a way that will pencil out for more builders. And that was the 

case. We weren't seeing the matches happen. We weren't seeing the returns that 

we wanted. Um, from this program. And so with all of the challenges that we have 

at this time, it was so important for us to get real and be a little bit more 

marketplace. Um perspectives at the table. Uh, who actually do the building? So 

these can pencil out and we can see more housing. So I’m pleased with the work. 



Um, bravo and I vote yea Gonzalez, I vote i, i, uh, again I want to thank 

commissioner Rubio and the Portland housing bureau for their work.  

Speaker:  And, uh, they're very data focused approach to producing more housing 

by rebalancing the multi programs property tax incentive. It was thick. The 

presentation. But I think ultimately they made a very strong case that they struck 

the right balance. I also want to appreciate the productive collaboration from the 

Multnomah County chair and specifically, uh, Multnomah County government in 

achieving agreement on this path forward. We've long heard about the financial 

challenges associated with inclusionary housing requirements and high cost areas 

of our city that we cannot fully mitigate. The recent national increases in 

construction costs or interest rates. This measure, I believe, helps to set to at least 

offset the costs associated with our local inclusionary housing policy so that we can 

facilitate construction of more homes for more Portlanders. Multi expansion will 

make more multifamily housing projects financially feasible for developers in areas 

of the city that have some of the highest development capacity in our zoning code. 

Uh, what I’m referring to, of course, is in the midst of our ongoing housing 

emergency, this incentive is an important near terme as well as long terme strategy 

for getting dollars to be invested in our community for the purposes of creating 

housing. I vote yea I and the ordinance is adopted next time certain item, please. 

Uh, item number 92, consider an appeal by the west Portland park neighborhood 

association against the hearings officers decision to approve with conditions, a 

conditional use master plan and adjustment review for improvements to athletic 

facilities at jackson middle school.  

Speaker:  Lu 20 2-185273. See you. Ms. 80. This is a continuation of a land use 

appeal hearing on January 11th.  



Speaker:  That hearing the council moved to tentatively deny the appeal and 

uphold the decision of the hearings officer with one additional condition. And we 

directed the applicants and staff to return with revised findings. Today, we're going 

to take a final vote. But before I entertain a motion, I’d like to ask the city attorney 

to briefly describe a minor change that staff made to our additional condition. Just 

though it is completely trans apparent on what we're voting to approve. So linly, i'll 

turn it over to you. Is your mic on be read there it is.  

Speaker:  Yeah, it's new.  

Speaker:  Um, sorry, I just want to highlight one minor change we made to 

conditional, which is the condition that council added last week, which requires the 

applicant to evaluate their conveyance pipe under the field and require the city to 

approve it. The condition identified bts as the bureau to approve that. It's not clear 

to staff whether it will be biz or another bureau, so we have simply changed the 

word biz and made it city. So I just want to make sure before you vote you're aware 

of that. So mayor, handing it back to you, great.  

Speaker:  Any questions on that. So at this point I’m asking for a motion to dispose, 

to deny the appeal and uphold the decision of the hearings officer with one 

additional condition and adopt the findings. Can I get a motion so moved, 

commissioner Ryan moves. Can I get a second? Second? Commissioner Rubio 

seconds. Any further discussion? Please call the roll. Rubio i, Ryan.  

Speaker:  Yeah, just a couple things to say on this. I really appreciate the testimony, 

the hearing. We had great balance testimony from neighbors both in favor of this 

appeal to protect the natural areas in the neighborhood and from a lot of parents 

that also have written in before it was about the fact that they just need more 

playing fields for their kids. Portland um, isn't an at the place that should be in 

terms of the availability of playing fields for our for our children and we also have 



declining enrollment in our school districts. I’m really sensitive to that. School 

district data is usually ahead of what we see from other demographics on where 

things are going, and we have to do everything we can to stop the enrollment 

declines in our schools to stop population decline in Portland in general. So I’m 

quite, um, supportive of doing everything we can to continue to build those fields. 

And so I’m excited about this project, and I hope that all the neighbors that were 

there continue to hang out at that park and smile at each other and support one 

another as we move forward. I vote yea gonzales, um, I’m going to vote I on this.  

Speaker:  Uh, this is an area that we are struggling as a community. Our ability to 

retain and attract families. Uh, that's for com plex reasons. Everything from tax 

burden to perception of the quality of public schools. But most certainly includes do 

my children have a place to play and, and uh, development of public school 

properties in particular are some of the most accessible, uh, uh, recreation that 

many of our children in our city have. So it's essential that we do our part as a city 

to support that. Uh, and for that I vote yea maps, I Wheeler, i.  

Speaker:  The motion to deny the appeal and adopt the findings passes. Thank 

you. Colleagues I’ve had a request that we move one of the, uh, pulled consent 

items to this portion of our agenda because we're going to lose a critical individual 

who can help staff this. So I’m going to call item number 94 off the consent agenda 

here, please authorize grant agreement with central city concern, not to exceed $2 

million to support the purchase of property located at southeast 16th avenue and 

east burnside street for a residential alcohol and drug treatment facility, colleagues. 

This item is an emergency ordinance that is an absolutely critical step in addressing 

the pressing need for more effective substance use disorder treatment options 

here in the city of Portland. Approving this item will reflect this council commitment 

to the well-being of our community. Addressing a dire need of increasing public 



health resources and fostering a healthier and safer community to begin with, we 

have a presentation by skylar knapp, a senior policy advisor in my office, and we 

are also lucky to have doctor andy mendenhall, president and ceo of the central city 

concern, here today. I look forward to your presentation. But before we get into this 

mask, who pulled it?  

Speaker:  Meg robinson, a member of the public.  

Speaker:  Okay, why don't you come up and give your present version? Um, I think 

it's good for us to all all hear it anyway, so thanks for being here. And andy, thank 

you for rearranging your schedule. Thank you, mr. Mayor.  

Speaker:  So on. Sorry. Okay. Yes. Um hi, everyone. Uh, can we pull the 

presentation, please. Thank you. Uh, for the record, skylar barker knapp, senior 

policy advisor to mayor Wheeler. Um, we're just going to go through a quick 

presentation of the, um, the center. It's critical, as the mayor mentioned, um, to the 

city and the region, frankly, um, increasing the number of residential treatment 

beds exponentially from what we currently have in the system. Um, we're really 

excited about the partnership between the city, state, county, um, and care Oregon 

as well as c.c.c. That who has, um, championed this from day one. So we really 

appreciate their leadership on this.  

Speaker:  Yeah, we're pulling them up. Thank you. Sorry for the delay.  

Speaker:  No worries. I’m just going to go quickly through the funding mechanism 

for the city.  

Speaker:  And then, um, doctor mendenhall's going to go through the actual 

program. What the building will look like and who we will serve with that space as . 

I'll give a preview. Maybe so 70 residential treatment beds. Thank you. Um, will be a 

part of this building, which is incredible. Um, doctor mendenhall will go through, 

um, who they will serve based on the acuity level. Um, and I’m just going to go 



through funding really quickly. Uh, next slide, please. Thank you. So, um, $2 million 

of this purchase is coming from the city of Portland. Um, you see, the other, um, 

amounts from different partners in the region. So the Oregon health authority at 

the state and Multnomah County, as well as, uh, central city concern funds. Um, 

please note that care Oregon also provided some bridge loan funding. Um, while 

these amounts were being finalized through the county and city processes. Um, so 

within the city of Portland, we are, um, providing $1,351,022, um, from the beacon 

policy set aside. That is the remaining balance for the current fiscal year, as you'll 

remember. Maybe that that set aside renews every fiscal year, um, $1.9 million. So 

there will be a new policy set aside come July 1st. Um it also includes the remaining 

of the $2,648,978 from the opioid settlement funds. We get different amounts 

through different settlement agreements that happened over the course of many 

settlement agreements with cities, counties, states, um, throughout the nation. So 

we have more money coming in. It'll be an 18 year process of receiving those funds. 

The state receives funds as well. So we all tried to, um, partner on kind of making 

the most efficient use of that money to really serve, um, people in the best way. Um 

all right. Next slide, please go for it.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  Uh, mr. Mayor, members of the City Council, thanks for the opportunity 

to provide some very brief testimony for the record, my name is andy mendenhall, 

and I’m honored to serve as the president and ceo of central city concern. Um, i'll 

just do a quick, quick highlight and state that the key here then skyler mentioned 

this is partnership. As you saw the funding, the braided funding approach 

represents alignment from city, county, state and certainly support from central city 

concern. As I dive into the project details, I just want to say that we're really aiming 

to close a critical service gap for members of our community who suffer from dual 



diagnosis, and that means co-occurring substance use disorder with a mental 

health condition. Um, and the project is very exciting. Um, we certainly know that 

this is the hotel, um, this is an opportunity to repurpose the lolo hotel. Um, we're 

planning on about $1.75 million of tenant improvements, um, which is very modest 

for a facility of this size. This is a very efficient project in terms of the number of 

beds coming online and the total aggregate cost per bed will be providing a secure 

residential substance use disorders program. Three different levels of secure 

residential care. And by secure I mean there's a locked door. Um, folks are there on 

their own volition. But folks do not leave the facility, um, without permission. And 

either appear or they're escorted with with staff and it's also a longer terme length 

of stay, um, which we'll talk about in greater detail. This is an ideal location based 

on very close proximity to hooper to coda and coda is a key partner in that they 

provide opioid. They are a licensed and certified opioid treatment program that 

provides access to methadone in support of medication assisted treatment for 

opioid use disorder um. The facility also has outdoor common areas on the upper 

floor. And so we strongly believe there'll be minimal overflow or minimal street 

presence of folks who are being served by this facility, um, to the surrounding 

neighborhood. Our plan is to go live by November 2024. So this is an opportunity to 

move quickly. We're grateful for the funding support from multiple stakeholders, 

and we anticipate seeing our first patients admitting our first patients in November 

and then being fully operational with those 70 beds by April 2025. Next slide please. 

This next slide, um, it really talks about and some of you've seen this slide 

published in media a couple of months ago. Um, this is a data slide that was 

produced by the centers for the providence centers for outcomes research and 

education and partnership with care Oregon and healthshare. Um, when we talk 

about dual diagnosis in our community, we're talking about the intersectionality of 



folks with a psychosis, diagnose this or a bipolar diagnosis, which is not 

demonstrated here. Stimulant use disorder and opioid use disorder. We can see 

there's a large number of individuals who are medicaid recipients of healthshare, 

who are adults, who are struggling with these conditions, and these folks, uh, not 

also, this does not include, uh, alcohol use disorder. We know that there are about 

16,000 individuals with alcohol use disorder as well. Within the medicaid cohort of 

healthshare. Um, and these folks deserve a level of treatment for the right level of 

service, the right duration that will allow those individuals to be successful. And 

we're not seeing a history of success with this patient population within our region, 

which is contributing to the challenges of street homelessness and livability in our 

community. We anticipate that we'll be serving between 200 and 2 240 clients per 

year, because we know folks are going to need more than just a 30 day spin dry 

right? Um, that's a pejorative. Tum. I recognize, but that's also a historical standard. 

Um, in the treatment industry that oftentimes is touted, these folks deserve months 

of treatment and stabilization, and we know that they have the opportunity to 

recover. Uh, we give folks the right level of service. They're going to have that 

opportunity. And that's the vision for this program. Um, and that we're very excited 

about. Again i'll just conclude on this slide. The focus is on populations not currently 

being served effectively by our regional continuum. And we'll go to the next slide. 

We're grateful for this opportunity and appreciate your support. We see this as an 

unprecedented win. Uh, demonstrative of partnership between city county, the 

Oregon health authority, care Oregon um and central city concern and most 

importantly we know through our population health analytics that this type of 

project will meet a population health need and close gaps for our city, for our 

community, and for our region. Thank you so much.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Colleagues. Any questions?  



Speaker:  Do we have public testimony on this? That's my next question.  

Speaker:  After I ask if anybody here has any questions.  

Speaker:  If there's public testimony, I’d like to hear that. And afterwards I have 

questions.  

Speaker:  Uh, we do have one person signed up online.  

Speaker:  Can we, uh, well, is meg robinson here?  

Speaker:  I see a gentleman in the back raising his hand.  

Speaker:  Who are these?  

Speaker:  Uh, these going to be patients in this building that they're going to then.  

Speaker:  Are you signed up for public testimony? You did?  

Speaker:  Yeah. My name is johnny cortez. Is he on the list?  

Speaker:  You you signed up for public testimony today? Okay, well, I’m wasting 

more time arguing with you. Come on up. Uh, three minutes. Name? For the record, 

please. Thank you. And since we don't have you on the list, please state your name. 

Okay. Thank you.  

Speaker:  My name is johnny cortez galindo. I was born at ohsu, 1990, July 3rd. I 

emailed each and one of you. Please have a seat. Thank you. Um, I’m only raising 

awareness about no guns, weapons, ammunition or drinking alcohol and smoking. 

No drugs. And all gang members, gang members probably being helped by a 

religious belief. I declare the state of emergency and it's been, uh, going on one 

year. Uh, in April.  

Speaker:  So is this testimony relevant to the presentation? We just heard?  

Speaker:  Uh, well, actually, I was just only asking on this item. I was only asking 

where, um, these patients want to come from or the building that they are going to, 

um, use where they're coming from.  

Speaker:  Yeah.  



Speaker:  Okay. Well we.  

Speaker:  When you're done, we'll have them come up and answer that question. 

Okay cool.  

Speaker:  Yeah, definitely.  

Speaker:  I’m actually going to ask a similar question. Okay we'll get it covered for 

them okay.  

Speaker:  Great. Um, yeah. Other than that, I let, uh, john alder I ran to his, um, 

recruiting office and I’m, um, enlisting to become a sergeant, at least. And just to 

walk around and ask questions about what these homeless are still doing in the 

streets. If they need a house, I’m sure they can afford it. Um, they get some kind of 

income. I live at the pro studios. I’m employed at safeway and amazon, dpd two. 

Uh, like I said, I’ve been here for, um, one year already. Uh, and, um, united air force 

national guard also knows what I’m doing. The marines and united states marshals. 

So so, um, police department, city halls, uh, gresham, troutdale. Uh, state 

government office. Tina kotek at um, salem. Um, they're aware also, they haven't 

returned my call or emailed. I’m sure due to how high call volume. So, um, it's, um, 

I’m really proud to actually just say this to all of you here. Um, I do run, walk, and I 

pass my driver license test as an issue to me. Um, so I still have to look into that. 

Yeah I’m 33. I’m single. It's been more than, um, eight months already, so. Yeah.  

Speaker:  Great.  

Speaker:  Thank you very much. Yeah. Appreciate it. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Uh, next patrol, please.  

Speaker:  Next up we have susan lindsay online. Hi, susan.  

Speaker:  Hi there. I’m trying to figure this out here.  

Speaker:  You would think I would know how to use zoom at this point, right? Um 

hello, everybody. I’m susan lindsay. I’m the co-chair of the buckman community 



association. So I’m not representing the buckman community association at this 

time. We did have a meeting right before an 80 foot tree fell on my house, which it 

still is. Sitting there on January 11th. And about 80 to 85 people attended that 

meeting. Um, about this, some of the concerns that we had, first of all, there was no 

neighborhood notification whatsoever. We only found out because there was a 

reporter wandering around the neighborhood the day before. But this is two blocks 

from the elementary school. It's not in the central city. It's in a residential area that, 

uh, many people, the meeting said, have has struggled to sort of recover from all of 

the, uh, downturn of the pandemic, but has really been coming back and people, 

uh, kind of the collectively say a lot of the sentiment that I heard at that meeting 

was people were very concerned of a couple of things. One, this and then another 

project down at the jolly roger and other places that that again, that the residential 

area of buckman, not in the central city will become kind of the place where a lot of 

the problems from downtown will be, uh, moved to. So people are very concerned 

about the elementary school. Absolutely. It's two blocks away and, and, um, they 

are worried about impacts. Uh, they're concerned about whether there will be a sex 

offenders at this facility. There is a, um, a midwifery, uh, collective of, of midwives 

nearby that feel like that this is not conducive to their practice. There are several 

business owners that are concerned about it. So we just I mean, I’m just saying this 

because at the same time, uh, buckman is a very uplifting, positive neighborhood 

and wants to be a part of the solution to the devastation that Portland's been going 

through for years, that all of us have witnessed and, and, um, and yet we want 

support from the city and the county and the state who are all involved in, in this 

massive amount of public funds to buy this, this new building. We want support, uh, 

and, and inclusion. I mean, I’ve heard lots of things of all the people that are being 

included in this coming together with this emergency ordinance and spending of a 



lot of public money. But there's really no mention of any of the neighbors that are 

there. So we just want to be included. We had, uh, mayor Wheeler, we had your 

representative hank came to the meeting and he was great. We want, uh, the city 

and the county to be involved and to help us continue to work with central city 

concern in a positive way to make sure that the neighborhood can be assured that 

we will be protected from the impacts of this facility. Thank you very much.  

Speaker:  Thank you. And, susan, if I could just respond to that. First of all, I really 

appreciate your being here and, uh, frankly, I was sort of glad we had an excuse to 

hear the presentation. Uh, your concerns are completely valid. I want to say that 

just point blank. And you can't see her, but schuyler knapp is in the room here, and 

she. She is nodding as you are speaking in agreement that those are issues that we 

will absolutely have to make sure we stay on top of. Um, so, uh, please know that 

that that we are sensitive to what you're saying. We appreciate it. And thank you 

also for saying nice things about hank smith. I'll pass that along to him. He's got a 

tough job in my office, and we think we think he does a pretty great job. So i'll pass 

that along. And I really appreciate your saying.  

Speaker:  I mean, I just want to add, mayor Wheeler, we've been we've really 

appreciated that the city's efforts in the central east side and beyond with, with the 

impacts we're having from this addiction crisis and homelessness crisis. But we're 

people are scared. People are scared that this facility, if it's not well run, will mean 

that people will be leaving. And we don't want to we want to keep we want to keep 

our neighbors.  

Speaker:  Yeah. And, uh, that's totally understandable. And I understand why 

people would would be anxious about this. I totally get it. Thank you. Anybody else? 

Commissioner Mapps. Did you have a commissioner?  

Speaker:  I'll let commissioner.  



Speaker:  I did have a couple quick questions. I wanted. To.  

Speaker:  And also, if you want to, uh, after commissioner Gonzalez talk about 

some of the measures you're going to take to ensure that that the surrounding 

community is not negatively impacted. Commissioner.  

Speaker:  Absolutely can start with that. I think that would be a great I sure thing.  

Speaker:  Um, I’ve forgotten susan's last name. I apologize, but I really thank you. I 

really appreciate, um, her bringing this forward and the members of the buckman 

community association as well. Central city concern is proud to operate. We have 

51 different programs in and buildings across uh, Multnomah County and a couple 

programs down in clackamas county. A really a good relationship. Um, and the 

development of good neighbor agreements is something that's part of our history 

and something we're absolutely committed to. Um, I will say that that, um, in this 

moment, um, secure residential facilities have a much different footprint, a much 

more positive footprint than, um, some types of housing programs. So it's very easy 

for folks to, um, potentially confuse one with the other. Um, and I do want to make 

sure that that's, uh, for the record, something that we're absolutely committed to in 

terms of understanding, then, um, a lens to the clients that are being served and 

what what the mitigation strategy looks like for that is something that we're 

committed to in terms of ongoing conversations in can I if you lived in the 

neighborhood and wanted to be at the table as you have, that conversation, how is 

that going to happen?  

Speaker:  Commissioner, we have members from our team that come out and 

actively engage neighborhood associations.  

Speaker:  That's part of our activation, notification and activation strategy. Um, I 

will again state for the record, this opportunity came at a very, very short timeline 

and much, much shorter than we traditionally have operated. So I want to say that 



for the record as well. And we also know that this was a very unique opportunity, 

recognizing we'd been looking for a facility that could potentially support this type 

of service, uh, for over a year, uh, within the tri counties region. And, and this 

property proved itself to be quite ideal.  

Speaker:  And i'll just mention as well, commissioner hank smith is actively involved 

with the c.c.c. Team and the problem solver meetings are also a great way for folks 

to just get connected, um, who are already kind of engaged but may not be 

engaged with the neighborhood association, but are obviously engaged in kind of 

issues around the community. So those those will be different avenues. And we're 

happy to, um, connect folks to c.c.c. Or their team. We're working closely with them 

to support this good neighbor agreement. So there is a good neighbor agreement 

there will be. So that was kind of the first meeting of that they hosted and that hank 

attended that susan mentioned.  

Speaker:  I'll have some more, but i'll I see some other hands are up.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Gonzalez.  

Speaker:  So, uh, first of all, doctor, I want to thank you for your, uh, efforts on the 

buprenorphine pilot. There were rolling out with Portland fire and c.c.c. Um, really 

looking forward to that collaboration. Um, excited about this as well. I can and I just 

want to build off one aspect of the last, uh, area of inquiry. You know, we have seen 

at times some of the, uh, and I’m going to use the terms treatment center very 

broadly here. Um behaviors occurring out in the immediate vicinity of, of various 

types of treatment centers that are not conducive to the patients inside the, uh, 

center and not conducive to the neighborhood. And um, frankly, you know, we see 

people preying on on many people trying to get treatment inside and creating 

behaviors that are detrimental to the neighborhood. And I guess one of my 

questions is, is it looks like we have to create the space to sort of work out what the 



good neighbor agreement would look like, which I fully grasp and understand. What 

more can the city be doing and what should what else should we be thinking about 

in terms of protecting the space around treatment facilities that drives away sort of, 

sort of the predatory behaviors that comes. And I want to be crystal clear for those 

who are listening at home. We have people that are trying to get clean, and we have 

drug dealers sometimes targeting those facilities x amount of feet from that facility. 

And it is, um, kind of the most treacherous behavior imaginable. Um, and yet it 

happens, uh, in our community. And I guess I’m just sort of curious if you have 

thoughts on what we can do to protect the space, both for neighbors and for the 

patients that are trying to recover?  

Speaker:  It's a great question, commissioner. I’d like to start and talk a little bit 

about, um, if I could, the difference between a secure residential treatment facility 

and then what we would refer to as an ambulatory or an outpatient facility. So a 

secure residential facility, um, is and, you know, we operate, operate one and have 

operated one since the mid 1980s. Um, in a neighborhood that, um, uh, folks really 

don't even know that it's there because the doors are locked and it's a place for 

women. And children, um, frequently, who have domestic violence histories. So, 

um, we do our best to protect both the, the name and the location of that. That 

particular facility. Um, for those reasons, because folks come looking, if you will. But 

that's extremely, extremely rare. Um, so the reality of a residential treatment 

program is that there's not a lot of that type of activity going on outside. Now, if 

we're talking about an ambulatory program where people are coming and going 

and that can be of higher volume for some types of ambulatory program, it can be 

much lower volume. Um, people are coming and going and, and folks are at various 

stages of recovery environments like that. Absolutely absolutely can have an impact 

on sidewalks, can have an impact on the broader community. To answer your 



question directly, um, partnership in terms of presence of law enforcement, um, 

partnership in terms of recognizing that we don't yet have enough shelter, um, in 

our communities. And so sometimes folks will camp out outside of a program. Um, 

we certainly don't see that. Um, nor nor would that be appropriate for a secure 

residential program because that's not where folks are going to be coming into. 

They're not going to be stepping in off the street. They're going to be coming 

through a place like the hooper center. They're going to be coming through a place 

like unity. Um, and they will have received some stabilizing medical and psychiatric 

care before arriving at a facility like that. Um, i'll come back to your. The final point 

is there an opportunity for greater, um, presence and engagement with public 

safety partners in, um, higher volume environments where there there is that 

predatory aspect. Unequivocally.  

Speaker:  Got it. No it's super helpful. And you kind of answered my second 

question. Just the referral mechanism. Um, um, into the program. Um, what is exit? 

A successful exit from the program look like a great question.  

Speaker:  A successful exit looks like graduate from the program transition to what 

we do at central city concern in many other service providers in our community 

provide, which is access to supportive recovery housing or or a sober living type of 

environment with a step down to outpatient substance use disorder service and 

ongoing care.  

Speaker:  Got it, got it. So appreciate it. Thank you for now.  

Speaker:  Great. Uh, commissioner Ryan?  

Speaker:  Yes. First of all, doctor mendenhall, thank you for being here today. I 

realize it probably wasn't on your schedule until late last night. Okay it's great to see 

you. And, of course, I think all of us have our hands up because we love to connect 

with you and your brain has a lot of information. I’ve been in a lot of meetings with 



you and I want to just acknowledge how much I appreciate you lifting the truth. This 

is really complex. It's a complex problem. It takes complex solutions. Something in 

the political sector that we have trouble with sometimes. I really appreciate that 

you take time to explain the severity of this challenge that we're in. Thank you. You 

said something really big, and that is, um, we don't have anything quite like this 

right now anywhere.  

Speaker:  Very few. Okay.  

Speaker:  And so it's a missing part of a system. Do you see this as a component of 

a system that we're building?  

Speaker:  This is an absolutely essential part of a system that we're building. I do 

want to honor and acknowledge for health care, for health care's program has this 

type of treatment, um, service that's being offered and they're doing a beautiful job 

with it. We just know that we need to do more.  

Speaker:  Okay. And commissioner Gonzalez has asked the question I wanted to 

talk about, which is why I wanted to hear it's part of a system. And where will 

people go after this? Do you think that there's also people that are currently in 

some of the supportive housing units that have services, but not 24 seven, not a 

secure location can also be placed in this facility.  

Speaker:  Um, equivocally, we do have people that are not at they are not as 

successful as we'd like them to be. We've seen an erosion in performance. Um, let 

me rephrase that. We've seen an erosion of the positive impact on folks at central 

city concern. That's been published as well. We've seen a reduction of about 20 to 

25% of folks who used to step in from hooper still do step in from hooper. Um, 

exiting successfully. Those numbers used to be about 70% pre-pandemic and 

before fentanyl and this new methamphetamine arrived. And now we're we're 

seeing exit positive exits of our supportive recovery housing program of about 45 



to 48. So there's been a marked reduction in over a period. Absolutely that's nearly 

1 in 4 people. And that's, I think, where a lot of us policy makers have been slow to 

just accept the truth, which is in 2020, new drugs hit the marketplace very 

accessible, very cheap.  

Speaker:  And they really changed the dynamic of this conversation. And so I 

always I’ve been in meetings where I think it's been hard for people to accept the 

truth about that, and that all of us can therefore have some clarity about what the 

problem is. So keep that up. Um, I’m happy to hear that you're in conversations 

with the neighbors. I think they always just want to know about the buffer zone. 

Have a little bit of experience in this. When we're opening the villages and I 

appreciate that. You know, that's very important. And what I always would say in 

those zoom meetings with like 400 people saying colorful things on the chat was 

that it's really also for it's really for those who are inside the villages inside these 

units. They need that buffer zone to the point that commissioner Gonzalez made, 

which is they're just so triggered when they, um, just step outside and then of 

course, they're going to be triggered by someone wanting them to hang out and 

continue to do the drug that they're trying to withdraw from. So those are this is 

the real crisis that we're in. This seems like the right solution. And I look forward to 

hearing about how the negotiations go with the community. And I know that the 

buffer zone will be a big part of it. And I’m looking forward to supporting this. 

Thanks for being here. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Commissioner.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Rubio, thank you.  

Speaker:  Um, thank you, doctor, for being here. Um, I want to echo that I am very 

excited about this project. Um, I do have a quick, uh, a few couple of questions is 

based on testimony we heard today. Um, so I understand that, uh, the good 



neighbor agreement is going to be developed, but can you give examples? And you 

talked about how you have similar agreements or similar understanding with in 

other locations that you're already in? Can you talk a little bit about some of the 

agreements that you feel are good examples, so that we can understand how you 

work with community in a functional, high functioning agreement?  

Speaker:  Absolutely. I’m going to probably fail to name the neighborhoods, and I’m 

just going to give you that, uh, that, that in advance. And I apologize, and I apologize 

to the neighborhoods, uh, impacted by that. Um, um, it's a great question. We've 

worked very, very actively with our community partners in the neighborhood that 

are blackburn center. Um, is cited, and that's at 122nd and burnside. Um, the name 

might float into my frontal lobe, and I apologize again in advance. Um uh, and that's 

been a, an ongoing process over the last four and a half to five years. We do know 

that we've had periods of time when the blackburn, um, center and in particular, 

um, there's been a focus is that the blackburn center? Is it the safe rest village? Is it 

just the confluence of, of, you know, multiple factors and that part of the city? Um, 

what we know is that we've been successfully navigating that relationship with a lot 

of time, effort and energy and partnership. That's the key part of the equation. 

Partnership with the city partnership with other community members, businesses 

within the region. Um, I would highlight that as an area we put a lot of time and 

energy in and also recognize that, um, that large housing and ambulatory program, 

it's very different than a secure residential treatment program, has a different set of 

challenges in terms of community impact.  

Speaker:  Great. And so what I’m hearing then is there's continued and ongoing 

engagement despite it. So it's a live partnership, um, as it were.  

Speaker:  Okay. That's correct. Commissioner  



Speaker:  So yes, I can anticipate that this is not kind of a one and done kind of 

situation where you do the good neighbor agreement, you have a few months of 

engagement, and then that's it. Until a problem happens. This is a continuous 

relationship over years.  

Speaker:  We're absolutely committed to that. That's been our track record.  

Speaker:  That's great to hear.  

Speaker:  Yes. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Um, I want to thank, uh, thank you for the presentation today. And I want 

to say, especially at a policy level, I’m very excited to see this project happen. This is 

clearly be a missing piece in Portland's social service. Um, net. Um, and I also want 

to say I’m a neighbor. I live about four blocks from here. I go by lolo pass, literally 

several times a day. Um, and I want to thank susan for pulling this. I think susan did 

a great job of kind of capturing where the neighborhood's at. Um, you know, 

buckman is, um, a kind, caring, engaged, progressive neighborhood that wants to 

be part of, um, the solution in, um, at the same time, you know, I got to tell you, 

people are kind of concerned, uh, um, here I the engagement and outreach has not 

been great. You know, I find myself being kind of the neighborhood educator about 

what's happening here. And, frankly, I have not been. I sit on council and I have not 

been briefed even up to this moment. Um and that's a problem. I realize this is 

moving fast, and this is a unique opportunity. Um, at the same time, I but we 

haven't had a great launch, at least on the public engagement piece. Um, and. The 

other thing I’d have to say, a lot of people who live in buckman literally live in 

buckman, because you got the elementary school there. Like a lot of folks kind of 

moved to be adjacent to that. So it's a neighborhood of young families is, um, my 

kids went to buckman. Um my friends who are in the neighborhood tend to have 



kind of young kids. They wander around my kids, uh, past life by this facility on their 

own. Um, every day. Um, and, and I’m concerned, even in the current conditions 

here on the streets, you know, it makes me scared to send my kids out. And they 

have reason to be scared. Bad things happen and have happened. And, um, I know 

that if we're going to turn Portland around, we need to have facilities like this, um, 

that help people heal and move on. Um, and at the same time, in order, I think, to 

settle people, um, down, we need to have of, uh, better engagement, better 

communication. Um, I also want you to know, I know deep in my heart that actually, 

if you engage with the buckman neighborhood, they're going to be allies. And um, 

allies for you. They're going to want to make this work. And i'll also tell you, you 

know, I don't know, a year. I don't know if I’m going to be on this council a year from 

now. I don't know if I’m going to be on this council five years from now. I don't know 

if I’m going to be on this council. Nine years from now, but I do know I am going to 

be in my house until I die, and I expect to be buried across the street. And lone fir 

cemetery. So you and i, um, are in this to the end. Um, i'll tell you. Um whether or 

not I’m on this council or not, I’m going to engage with you in order to make this 

particular facility work. Uh, um, because this is my neighborhood, um, and I love my 

neighborhood. They kind of got me here where I am, and they kind of inspired me 

to kind of do the work that I do. Um but, you know, this is the beginning of a long, 

uh, and beautiful. Friendship. I hope. Um, and I think I pledge my friendship and 

partnership in here. I’m going to need you, um, to pledge your friendship and 

partnership as we move through this. And this is not. You know, I noticed skyler's 

kind of written into this contract. I don't know where she's going to be here in a 

year from now. Um, but I cannot quit on this one. Right. Uh. Um you know, I hope 

my kids inherit my house because that's probably the only way they can afford a 

house here. So this is sort of, um, as fundamental as it possibly could be for me. 



And it says fundamental as a can possibly be for my neighbors. Um, and I’d actually 

providing the services that you're about to provide is, you know, fundamental to 

making Portland a better place. But it's going to require partnership. And we need 

to be good neighbors. I’m going to vote for this. But I also want you to know this is 

hard. This is one of the reasons why it's hard to be a Portlander here. You know, 

um, but sometimes you got to be brave. You got to be tough. You got to, uh, 

address the issues that are before you. And I think all of this does this, but 

colleagues, you know, even as I vote for this, I will tell you, this is not easy for me. 

Like my life. And my kids life and my neighbor's life are going to be kind of different. 

Moving forward. I hope it's going to be better. Um, and we will do everything that 

we can to make this better. But but, you know, this is one of the as I take this vote, 

you know, I am reminded of some of the challenges that, um, Portland asked of all 

of us. Um, and this is what good citizenship looks like. Um, I’m proud of what we're 

about to do here. Um, but I also have a little bit of a heavy heart, you know, I know 

that there will be some rough days ahead, so that's all I got.  

Speaker:  Thank you.  

Speaker:  Uh, commissioner Gonzalez, I have just one last set of questions and 

then comments and somewhat triggered by commissioner Mapps, this line, um, 

you know, like I’ve lived on the east side since 2002.  

Speaker:  Um, my children went to school a little bit east of his, uh, at a Portland 

public school. How had a residential treatment, uh, facility in, in in the 

neighborhood. Um, my children went to school with children that were living in that 

facility. Uh I had no idea. So it's. And only I only knew about it years later because 

my wife was a social worker, and she mentioned that it was very deliberately placed 

there to allow a more natural transition for the children. Um, and, uh, I think that's 

success story. That's a success story for residential treatment facilities. Again I’m 



broadly using that firm here just but, uh, and so it can be successful in, in, in 

neighborhoods. Uh, I have also in my role as public safety commissioner, seeing the 

really ugly other side of, as you refer to the ambulatory services. And when that 

goes amok and, uh, how devastating that can be for neighborhoods on the bad 

days and how devastating it could be. It can be for the people that we're trying to 

treat on its bad days. And blackburn's had I saw it on a bad day, just to be clear. 

And, um, it, it I don't think it was just blackburn. I think it was a lot of the dynamics 

going on in that particular neighborhood. Uh, but it this is serious stuff. And, uh, it's 

an ongoing issue. So I just would as the observation and for those listening at home 

and for those in the buckman neighborhood, I have seen this successful. And it was 

successful because you didn't even really know. Right? It was it was it was 

integrated into the neighborhood low impact. But my, my. So that all leads to a 

really a question. What is the rest of the state doing in providing residential beds? 

Because I’m getting to the point as a Portland owner and as an advocate for the 

city, that on the one hand, we have to do our share. But my god, so does the rest of 

the state in this area. And you know, we suffer from in the city of Portland at times 

from a failed behavioral health system at the state level. I mean, it's it is a state 

failure for 40 years in the making. The places that self out every day on the streets 

of Portland and, um, so I guess that's just my, you know, general question. It almost 

borders on a nimby question on, uh, I think I’m asking more than that. I think we're, 

you know, we're doing our share as the city of Portland, our communities are doing 

its share. But what is the rest of the state doing in this area right now?  

Speaker:  Thank you. Commissioner um, I’d love to start with some amplification. 

Pivot to the state and then close with a commitment to commissioner Mapps. If 

that'd be okay. Just to.  

Speaker:  And could I ask you to be as succinct as possible?  



Speaker:  Yes, mr. Mayor, thank you. Um we anticipate, uh, a great success. And. 

And what? A secure residential treatment facility looks like and should feel like. Is 

that you barely know that it's there. There are dozens around the Portland 

metropolitan area, and i'll get to the commitment. I’m committed to friendship, 

partnership and accountability, both personally as well as my team. Commissioner, 

um, with respect to the state, um, i, I’m, I’m aware that we're likely to receive at 

some point in the near future, uh, from, uh, leadership at the oha, an accounting of 

what type of inventory regarding different types of residential facilities will be 

coming online, that that timeline is a little bit unclear to me. Um I completely agree 

with you, commissioner gonzales, that we have an issue that we have identified in 

our population health data and that has led to a series of behavioral health 

recommendations that have been advanced through the Portland central city task 

force. Um, specific to the needs of secure residential treatment and other forms of 

residential treatment within the region. Um, I will I will note that, um, the growth 

plan for the Portland area has been very deficient in terms of closing that gap. And 

so we feel that, um, this 70 bed addition is a really critical is really critical for us at 

this time. Okay thank you.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Ryan.  

Speaker:  Be brief. So the good neighbor agreements I’ve been involved in these 

and the one through line that I kept seeing was the culture of some of the provider 

network, mostly through the county. There wasn't always, um, adherence to the 

fact that the provider needs to really be a part of that good neighbor agreement, 

and they have to place the phone calls to now, the very capable scc team that we 

acknowledged earlier and if you can get that as a part of their daily routine, their 

hourly routine, the front desk and then have support around them, then it really 

does work. And I know with our contracts through the county, at the villages, we 



really had to keep emphasizing that point. So the good neighbor agreement doesn't 

really work unless it's implemented. And it really does start with the good neighbor 

of the provider. I trust that you know that. I trust that with this facility, especially 

with this audience, that this will be stepped up. And so we can start to turn the 

corner and build some trust. When we put in facilities.  

Speaker:  Absolutely, commissioner. Absolutely committed to that. And we were 

excited to have members of staff, um, rush to the opportunity to meet with the 

buckman community association, a neighborhood association. Pardon me. Um, the 

first time that it was, it was offered. And we're going to continue to do that.  

Speaker:  Thank you for that. And i'll be sure I get on your mailing list.  

Speaker:  Great, good discussion. Thank you. Everybody, please call the roll. Rubio  

Speaker:  Um, as I mentioned, I’m really hopeful for this opportunity. And we know 

we need more treatment capacity like what's planned here. Um, I also want to say 

that I understand the concerns shared in testimony by, uh, miss lindsey and also 

commissioner Mapps, um, and I support the suggestion that she made about 

including neighbors more, um, you know, more intentionally around the plans to 

ensure safety and security. Um, it's also good to know. So, uh, personally, for me, 

the distinction between the close residential and the treatment facility or close 

residential and then the ambulatory facility, um, and that. Will be a full and 

constant partner that matters a lot. Um, and I will be watching to ensure that this 

this is commitment is kept. Um, the unfortunate reality is because of our needs. 

Um, we'll continue to need facilities like this until we make progress on our goals to 

end these challenges. But it requires vigilance from the city and the provider and 

the community doing their part to work with community to ensure success and 

safety for everyone. So I want to thank you for your willingness to take this on. Um, 



and also, I want to thank, uh, the mayor's team for bringing this forward. I vote yea 

yea. Ryan. Yes  

Speaker:  Uh, doctor mendenhall, I appreciated our dialog and the candid dialog 

you had with all my colleagues. That's what really mattered. I vote i, gonzales, vote, 

i, um, I’m excited about this project.  

Speaker:  I tell you, I treatment beds are one of the, um, just crucial gaps that we 

have in our social service system. Um, and we all need to come together to bring 

facilities like this online, um, in order for facilities like this to work, as I think our 

dialog illustrated, we have to have partnerships between the providers and the 

community. I am a member of this community and I will be a member of this 

community for the remainder of my life. And this building is going to be there for 

an awful long time. So I look forward to our long engagement in making this 

particular project succeed. I want to thank you for being here today. I think this one 

might have gotten pulled off consent. Uh, um, so you great testimony, great 

conversation. Uh, I look forward to many more. Uh, um, and for these reasons, 

more I vote I Wheeler very happy to support this.  

Speaker:  I vote I the ordinances adopted. Thank you both. Thanks uh, colleagues, 

uh, colleagues, we're going to take a break in a minute, but we have to get through 

item 101st. And so, uh, please read item 100, which is resolution and appointments.  

Speaker:  Appoint jesse ledesma to the home forward board of commissioners for 

terms to expire January 9th, 2028.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Rubio, thank you.  

Speaker:  Mayor, colleagues, as you all know, home forward is our local housing 

authority. And as a public entity, they own and operate over 6000 units of low 

income housing and are responsible for administering a variety of related 

programs for our region, including thousands of federal housing vouchers. Portland 



City Council is responsible for final approval of all seats on home forward's board of 

commissioners. However. There is one seat that we are responsible for nominating 

to specifically represent Portland's interests on the board. Today, we are 

considering a candidate for that seat. Jesse ledesma, miss ledesma has experience 

in both affordable and moderate income housing development and previously 

served on an advisory committee for the Portland housing bureau. I am pleased to 

be nominating her for the home forward board of commissioners and believe she 

will greatly contribute to the board's deliberation. Um, and I would now like to 

welcome avery matthews, the executive director of home forward, and to introduce 

jesse today. Avery is an incredibly accomplished and capable leader who is about to 

celebrate two years in her role at home forward's helm and it's a big job, and I’m so 

grateful for her work. And she's made a tremendous influence in our community in 

these two short years. So I want to thank her. Um, and justin, for joining us today. 

And also appreciate that you waited that you waited to get to this point. So 

appreciate your patience there. So congratulations, ivory, on your two years. And i'll 

turn it over to you.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Thank you, mayor Wheeler. Um, commissioner Rubio and 

also members of council, um, again, I’m ivory matthews, the ceo for home forward. 

I’m super excited that, um, I’m about to celebrate my two year anniversary. So I’m 

officially a Portlander. Uh and an Oregonian now. So super excited. Uh, I am also 

excited to be introducing, uh, jesse ledesma for your consideration and 

appointment. Uh, jesse ledesma is the founder and principal of home work 

development and co-developer of short stack housing. Jesse founded homework 

development in early 2021 with a vision to build a new model for inclusive and 

responsive housing and development. Prior to home work, jesse was director of 

development at beam development and previously developed affordable housing 



for both for profit ownership and non profit ownership. Jesse has transacted over 

200 million in development volume across 18 projects. This includes over 600 

affordable housing units and 200,000ft² of commercial development space. I feel 

like jesse will be just an extremely beneficial component to the home forward 

board and I appreciate you consider her for your appointment today.  

Speaker:  Very good.  

Speaker:  Jesse, did you want to say anything?  

Speaker:  You don't have to, but good afternoon. Thank you, avery, for that 

introduction. Jesse ledesma, as I’ve mentioned, I’m the founder of homework 

development and the co-founder of short stack housing. I’ve been an developer in 

the Portland area for 17 years with a focus now on developing missing middle 

attainable housing and I’m honored to be nominated for this appointment, uh, to 

home forward. You know, the most, one of the most, if not the most productive of 

affordable housing developers and social service providers in our community. And 

I’d be thrilled to offer my expertise and experience in this role. But likewise, learn 

from ivory and her very experienced staff to collectively meet our affordable 

housing goals and to further the affordable housing production for Portland. Thank 

you.  

Speaker:  We really appreciate your being here and stepping forward. Do you have 

public testimony on this item?  

Speaker:  No. One.  

Speaker:  Sign up. Any further questions? Colleagues this is a resolution to make 

the appointment. Please call the roll. Rubio.  

Speaker:  Um, thank you so much, jesse, for your interest in serving. And I can't 

wait to see your influence on the on the board. Um, very pleased to vote. I brian, 

first.  



Speaker:  Ivory, it's good to see you. I can't believe it's been two years. I think I was 

lucky enough to meet you on zoom when you first arrived, so I’m glad you hung in 

there. And you sound like the perfect fit for this board. Jesse. So thanks for stepping 

up. I bought I Gonzalez.  

Speaker:  Thank you, jesse, for your service. I vote i, uh, jesse again, thank you for 

being here today.  

Speaker:  Thank you for agreeing to, uh, and serve on this important board. I vote 

yea Wheeler.  

Speaker:  Well, jesse is a perfect candidate for this board. You have innovative and 

practical experience in affordable housing development, something obviously we 

desperately need in our community. Ivory. Thank you. As well for the presentation. 

Uh, and, jesse, I just want to thank you for the incredible amount of work that 

you're going to do on behalf of the community. Sorry we don't pay you better. Uh, 

but we really appreciate you and appreciate your public service. I’m happy to vote. I 

in the resolution is adopted, the appointments approved. Thank you, thank you. All 

right, so, uh, the much anticipated break is upon us. It is now about 1140. We will 

reconvene at 1150. Until then, we are in recess. This. 1150.  One. Right.  Now.  

Speaker:  And I gotta turn this on.  

Speaker:  Okay. Let's reconvene. People uh, item number 101 from the regular 

agenda. This is a report accept bid. Of $1,846,728 from interlaken incorporated for 

the southeast 174th sidewalk infill from southeast stark to southeast.  

Speaker:  Main project colleagues.  

Speaker:  This report authorizes the Portland bureau of transportation to execute a 

contract that will improve street conditions by reducing barriers and hazards for 

pedestrians, as well as bicyclists. And I believe we have biko taylor. Yes, there's 

director taylor online to present the item. Welcome  



Speaker:  Morning, mayor Wheeler, can you hear me clearly?  

Speaker:  Yep. Loud and clear. And we can see you, too.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Good morning to the members of City Council as well. For the 

record, my name is biko taylor. I am the chief procurement officer on September 

6th, 2023, council approved. Ordinance 191436 for this project. The engineering 

estimate for the project. Was $1,875,278, and the contract confidence level was 

deemed low to moderate. At that time. Um. On December 7th, 2023, procurement 

services issued an invitation to bid um. I’m sorry. We, um, published that invitation 

to bid on November 16th, 2023. The due date was December seventh, 2023. In 

total, procurement services received six bids on the project. Interlaken in 

incorporated is the low bidder and is the recommended awardee. Their bid totals 

$1,846,728, which is 1.5% below the engineering estimate. The city standard 20% 

aspirational goals are applied to this project, and i'll give you a brief summary of 

that performance. Interlaken incorporated, which is the low bidder, will perform 

62% of the contract, 32.8% of this contract will be performed by certified cobid 

subcontractors. So interlaken did a really good job of attaining cobid participation 

on this project. On behalf of pbot, a few facts about interlaken. They're located in 

fairview, Oregon. They are state wbe cobid certified contractor. They do hold a 

current city of Portland business tax registration. And are in full compliance with all 

of the city's contracting requirements. If there are any questions about the 

procurement process, I’m happy to answer those questions now. If you have any 

more specific questions regarding the project, I do have a colleague from pbot. Um, 

abraham mcnair is in attendance as well. This will conclude my presentation very 

well done, sir.  

Speaker:  Uh, do we have any questions at this juncture? Any public testimony on 

this item? Keelan no one call the roll.  



Speaker:  Um, mayor, I’m sorry.  

Speaker:  Uh, this is a report. I'll entertain a motion. So moved port commissioner 

Mapps moves. Can I get a second? Commissioner Gonzalez seconds. Any further 

discussion? Now we can call the roll. Yea. Rubio.  

Speaker:  Happy to vote. Aye Ryan.  

Speaker:  Hello, biko. Good to see you again. I’m really pleased to see the 33% 

cobid subcontracting number. And I accept the report.  

Speaker:  Gonzalez. I i mueller I the report is accepted.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Director taylor. Item 102. Also a report.  

Speaker:  Accept the Portland police bureau report to City Council on the 2024 

Portland joint terrorism task force.  

Speaker:  I will turn this over to sergeant mark friedman of the Portland police 

bureau to introduce the item. Welcome  

Speaker:  Thank you. Good morning, mayor Wheeler. Good morning, city 

commissioners. My name is mark friedman. And I am a sergeant with the Portland 

police bureau, where I’m currently assigned to supervise the officers and 

professional staff assigned to the criminal intelligence unit. City Council resolution. 

37 for 24 requires the police bureau to report to City Council by the end of January 

every year. A summary of the frequency of which the fbi special agent in charge 

requested the assignment of Portland police bureau cio officers for an 

investigation. The number of cases that were referred to the ppb by the fbi, the 

number of cases that were referred to the fbi by the ppb, the nature of the closed 

cases referred to the ppb by the fbi, including the demographics of the persons 

involved and the disposition of those cases. The report also details our compliance 

with the requirement that members of ciu receive annual refresher training from 

the city attorney's office to ensure compliance with all state and federal laws. You 



can see in the report that our annual training was completed this year by the city 

attorney's office on January 16th. Additionally the city's attorney's office has advised 

us that there are no state federal law changes that impact or preclude the ability of 

ppb members to work with the members of the jttf when requested. Moving 

forward, i'll summarize the key information contained in the report in 2023, the fbi 

special agent in charge requested the assignment of ppb officers for the assistance 

with criminal investigations three times, covering a total of three cases. These cases 

all remain open. Investigations and all referred cases followed the procedure 

outlined in Portland police bureau directive 750, which in which the special agent in 

charge of the fbi made a request to then chief lovell for investigative assistance of 

ppb. Cia officers. The Portland, the Portland jttf. Did not request, uh, did not refer 

any cases to Portland police bureau for review and investigative assistance in 2023. 

In 2023, pbcore referred one case to the fbi jttf for review and possible follow up 

investigation. The nature of that case involved an individual who was making a 

threat of targeted violence via social media, which was reported to the police 

bureau by a person residing in the city of Portland, and that individual was 

identified as a white male adult. Since the iu did not have any referred cases from 

the fbi in jttf in 2023, there are no specific details to provide to counsel for last year. 

However in January of last year, when we when we reported out, uh, details, there 

were we were we were only able to report out um, three of ten total cases referred 

to ppb by the jttf. We committed to tracking those cases and reporting out the 

specific information to you at the time of this report, and those are provided in the 

2024 report in front of you, uh, mr. Mayor and councilors, I want to respect your 

time. I’m happy to summarize those cases. If you like. Um, you may have already 

reviewed them, and I’m happy to defer on that as well. Very good.  



Speaker:  Uh, they're in the report. Does anybody want to further review? Very 

good. Any questions? Colleagues do we have public testimony on this matter?  

Speaker:  We do have people signed up. All right.  

Speaker:  I'll let you take it from here.  

Speaker:  Thank you. Mayor. First up. We have, uh, jude alex alstone online.  

Speaker:  Good morning. Good morning, commissioners. My name is jude elstone. 

I’m testifying on behalf of the American civil liberties union and as we've testified 

before, the aclu of Oregon has several concerns about the jttfs collaborate with the 

Portland police bureau. But today, I want to especially focus on the role of ors 181, 

a 250 Oregonians who have long valued government transparency and police 

oversight. First past the statute in the 80s and ors 180 1a2 50 prohibits law 

enforcement from collecting or maintaining information that contains, uh, about 

people's political, religious, or social views or associations, um, without reasonable 

suspicion of criminal activity and a huge motivator for passing this law in the first 

place, was that the Portland tribune revealed that for the past 20 years, the ppb 

had engaged in widespread surveillance of over 3000 individual and groups without 

reasonable suspicion of criminal activity. Thankfully, Oregon demanded better, and 

the statute now holds our law enforcement agencies to a higher standard than 

many other jurisdictions do, including the federal government. So, in other words, 

the ppb must comply with ors 180 182 50. But the fbi does not. And that's a 

fundamental piece of our concern with the jttf partnership. Since only a select few 

officers have security clearance to participate in jttf cases, there's no outside 

oversight ensuring that ppb officers are not violating the statute. When collaborate 

with fbi colleagues who have different standards and what's even more distressing 

is ppb's own spotty record of complying with 181, a 250 in recent years. So this 

wasn't just in the 80s. The aclu of Oregon successfully sued the ppb in 2020 for 



violating the statute when they live streamed black lives matter protesters who 

were participating in lawful first amendment activities by recording and 

broadcasting the footage, which often contained close up shots of the protesters, 

faces, the ppb subjected Portlanders to surveillance for their political activities 

without a criminal justification, and made people attending the protests vulnerable 

to identification. Federal monitoring and doxxing. When the ppb openly violates ors 

181, a 250, there's little reason to believe that their behavior is unimpeachable. 

Behind closed doors and as many of our community partners will speak to shortly 

in their own testimony, the fbi's track record with unfounded invasive surveillance 

is no better, and also often targets black muslim, arab and other bipoc 

communities. So given the long and recent history of both agencies, chilling 

surveillance practices and given the city's commitment to improving trust between 

Portlanders and the city, we request that at a bare minimum, the jttf annual report 

be furnished with additional details to help increase transparency around the 

partnership between the ppb and fbi. We have seen more details in the past few 

years, but I list several specific requests about the report in my written testimony 

that I ask you to look over and please request those additional important details. 

Thank you for your time. Thank you. Jude marlene wallingford.  

Speaker:  Hello. Hello. Uh uh, glad to be here. I’ve been here before. Before. Um, I 

am a member of the Portland jcl, which began in 1928 to help young japanese 

American citizens become civically engaged. So we are the oldest, one of the oldest 

or the oldest civil rights organization. Asian American civil rights organization in the 

nation. In 1942, our immigrant parents were not allowed to become American 

citizens. So we faced racism that led to our forced removal from the west coast. 

Because of fear. Now, the fear of terrorism in the aftermath of nine over 11 has 

allowed us to undermine our constitutional rights. Um, our lives were changed 



forever when pearl harbor was attacked by 230 in that afternoon, uh, the fbi 

swarmed over the japanese neighborhood and arrested our community leaders. A 

total of 110 individuals were taken by the fbi for and for several days, their families 

and, um, wives had no idea what had happened to their husbands and fathers. 

None of these people were ever found guilty of sabotage. Uh, on February ninth of 

1942, February 19th of 42, the Portland City Council adopted. Resolution 22113 to 

call for the removal of people of japanese ancestry japanese ancestry from the 

coast and be kept under surveillance of the government. So this was just as soon as 

president roosevelt signed the executive order 966. The fbi had been investigating 

the japanese community, as well as the german and italian communities that had 

come up with a list of suspicious people before pearl harbor. Uh, individuals and 

organizations were grouped according to the a, b, c lists according to their 

perceived threat of, uh, to our national security. So false rumors, sensationalized by 

the media and politicians, overwhelmed the facts. And so we were denied our due 

process because we look like the enemy. Uh, we are speaking today because even 

though it's 82 years later, the fbi is continuing to use a use flawed theories. In 1942, 

we had no allies and we don't want that to happen to any other group because of 

who they are. Uh, and in the aftermath of nine over 11, the patriot act was passed, 

and this act gave increased powers and investigation to the fbi. Uh, in fact, uh, after 

911, the fbi came around to my father's neighbor because he happened to be from 

iran. So that did happen after 911. Crime data shows that far right extremists, 

including white supremacists and anti-government extremism, are behind more 

plots and attacks than islamic extremists. Um our local police department should 

not be conducting investigations without just cause. Uh, for japanese Americans are 

rallying cry has been remember the camps. As frank chin wrote. Uh remember the 

camps warns against the dark inside of American America's heart and I want to 



thank the Portland City Council for, uh, uh, standing up for the rights of our citizens 

and only working with the jttf on a limited basis. Thank you. Thank you, brandon 

mayfield.  

Speaker:  Good morning.  

Speaker:  Good morning. My name is brandon mayfield. I’m an American muslim 

attorney who was targeted by the Portland jttf working under the supervision of the 

fbi for almost 20 years ago. And the fbi, unlike the local police, has a long history of 

targeting muslim and continues to do so, including african Americans, immigrants, 

minorities, and civil rights advocates. I was personally affected by their bias in the 

Portland jttf help facilitate the religious targeting of myself and muslim associates 

without any probable cause that I’d committed a crime. I was arrested on may six, 

2004, in connection with madrid bombing, on the basis of a faulty fingerprint 

identification and every justification beside the fingerprint that the that they knew 

the spanish police had determined was not a match had to do with my being a 

muslim or associate with muslims or representing muslims. But quite simply, I was 

arrested for being muslim and associating with muslims and the fbi, u.s. Attorney's 

office and Portland jttf procured information about muslims that they otherwise 

legally could not have. The mission of the fbi and the local police are not the same. 

The fbi's main function, as its name suggests, is to investigate violations of federal 

crimes. While the Portland police bureau's primary function is to serve and protect 

and accept the whole. To uphold the Oregon state and Portland city laws and 

ordinances, the Portland police bureau should continue to maximize its limited and 

valuable resources to further this noble end, I’ve been in the Portland metro area 

since 2001 and can tell you from experience that since that time, the local fbi have 

been questioning muslims at home and at work and intimidating them into 

answering questions without the assistance of counsel of which has increased 



dramatically, particularly against palestinians, since the bombing in gaza last 

October, and at least one since the local American muslim from Portland was 

tortured for several months in the uae in coordination with the fbi, the Portland fbi, 

and prevented from flying back to Portland, the fbi, on behalf of the us attorney's 

office, are paying informants to keep tabs on local muslims coming and going to 

our local mosque and in our local communities. The local fbi have conducted raids 

and served as member searches on members of our local somali, somali 

community and the fbi, d.o.j. And local jttfs are targeting at risk youth and luring 

them into sting operations. When they are not otherwise predisposed to commit 

violent crimes. Mohammed usman, otherwise known as the christmas tree bomber, 

is the perfect example, one that even the local federal judge assigned to the case, 

described as an sting operations are not just bigoted oversight of the past, but are 

continuing to this very day was made evident by the arrest last month of an 18 year 

old autistic muslim youth in colorado, groomed by the fbi since he was 16 years old. 

I want to thank the city and the police department for the corrections that were 

made on last year's annual report and with the exception of the lack of detailed 

information and the spy on your neighbor encouragement at the end of the current 

report, which fosters suspicion, not friendship and partnership. Thank you for your 

time and consideration. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Dan handelman, Portland, copwatch welcome, dan.  

Speaker:  Uh, good afternoon, uh, City Council, I’m dan handelman with peace and 

justice works and its project group Portland copwatch you may know that Portland 

copwatch discovered the joint terrorism task force agreement between the fbi and 

Portland police hidden on the consent agenda back in November 2000.  

Speaker:  For over 23 years, we've been organizing with other people in the 

community to make sure Portland police follow state law protecting people's rights. 



Um law enforcement spying, particularly by the fbi, has infringed on people of 

color, labor organizers, environmental activists, civil rights activists, immigrants, 

muslims, and others. After the 2010 fbi sting against mohamed mohamud 

centering on pioneer courthouse square, the city reentered its agreement with the 

fbi after having been out for six years to mitigate the problems of secrecy that 

plagued the jttf before mayor tom potter pulled Portland out, the bureau was 

supposed to give annual reports on their work with the jttf from 2012 to 2015. 

Those were even more inadequate than the reports you've been getting since 2020, 

including this year's. In previous reports, there has been some hint as to why the 

bureau or the fbi thought a case might involve, quote unquote, terrorism. This year, 

there are three cases the fbi asked the bureau to help with, but no indication at all 

what the substance is. Even if these are ongoing investigations, it hardly seems they 

would be tainted by saying something like involving the threat of violence against 

community members to advance a political agenda. The last seven cases are still 

open, uh, from last year, and only six of them were identified this year. Two were 

referred to the behavioral health unit as non-criminal offenses, and three were 

closed due to lack of tangible leads regarding vandalism to houses of worship in 

downtown buildings. And the last was a white male who made threats of violence, 

who was deemed not to pose an actual danger. The bureau is not required to list 

the details of the cases it sends the fbi, but continues to do so as a courtesy. This 

year, they sent a case to the fbi about a white male making a threat against the 

Portlander over social media. The outcome of this case is not included. The ppb 

posts its internal jttf directive annually, and we've asked that they add to their 

policy that reports include these cases, outcomes, and explanations of how the 

cases fit into the resolution's narrow scope. Dj and copwatch continue to call upon 

the city to engage with the fbi when a case arises where there live is truly 



endangered due to politically motivated violence. But to stop deputizing two 

officers for the occasional team ups which seem to lead nowhere. The first draft of 

last year's report made reference to u.s. Troops being withdrawn from afghanistan 

as a reason to be on alert that a new, quote, terrorist threat might come up 

appropriate. Council made pgp rewrite that report this year. There's still a lot of 

post nine over 11 language calling up people to, quote, see something and say 

something. This country is divided enough without encouraging everyone to think 

of their neighbors as criminals. When we look at the abuses of civil rights coming 

directly from the federal government and often from the cpb themselves, it may be 

worthwhile for the city to tone down the rhetoric and clean up its own act. First. As 

a side note, I contacted the bureau in early January to see when the report would 

be ready and never heard back. The council clerk would not tell me last Tuesday if it 

had been turned in the mayor's office, let me know it would be on this week's 

agenda. The city values transparency report should be posted once they're ready to 

present, not just five days before hearing. Thank you, thank you.  

Speaker:  Next up we have debbie iona.  

Speaker:  Hello. Um, I’m debbie iona, representing the league of women voters of 

Portland.  

Speaker:  The league first commented on the city's involvement in the jttf in 2001. 

We appreciate the annual reports and the opportunity to testify today. Our interest 

in this issue, uh, stems from our mission to promote active and informed 

participation in government. We believe democracy is strengthened when people 

vote, express their views before a decision making body, or join an endowment 

tradition. In Oregon, we are fortunate that state law protects participation, first 

amendment activities. On the other hand, fbi actions in Oregon and around the 

country raised concerns that those protections may be ignored. When Portland 



police work with federal agents. These concerns can and do have a chilling effect on 

public involvement, activism, and lawful dissent. In the last few years, news reports 

covering fbi interactions with members of the public underscore the importance of 

maintaining vigilance over their work with our police bureau. A 2019 guardian story 

reveal that the fbi, along with local law enforcement, tracked environmental and 

indigenous activists opposing the jordan cove lng terminal. Last fall, the intercept 

published a report on the continued surveillance by local police and federal agents 

of the southern Oregon activists, in spite of the fact that the project had been 

canceled. Recent news points to fbi exploitation of people who may be susceptible 

to their influence. The last member of the newberg, new york four was recently 

ordered released from prison. The judge wrote that the fbi invented a conspiracy 

and sought out these men as their targets. She characterized the final man to be 

released as incapable of the conspiracy, given his in quotes, well document 

buffoonery and ineptitude. End quote. More recently, an 18 year old man with 

autism was arrested at the denver airport on his on the way to dubai to join isis. For 

two years, fbi agents posing as isis members encouraged him to support the 

organization, and once he turned 18, they arrested him. This year's jtf report notes 

that two of the 2022 cases the fbi referred to the Portland police were passed on to 

the behavioral health health unit. It is encouraging to see that when it appears 

there may be a mental health issue, Portland police are able to avoid criminalizing 

the action. In conclusion, the league encourages the city to exercise caution when 

working with the fbi in Oregon. We value our right to engage in political speech, and 

we also believe it is essential to protect our most vulnerable community members 

from unjust prosecution. Thank you for considering our comments. And I did put 

links to the articles in my written testimony. If any of you are interested in reading 

them, thank you very much. Thank you debbie.  



Speaker:  That completes testimony. Mayor.  

Speaker:  All right. Very good colleagues. Any questions at this particular juncture 

for this is a report i'll entertain a motion to accept it. So moved commissioner 

Mapps moves. Can I get a second? Second commissioner Gonzalez seconds. Any 

further discussion? Seeing none. Please call the roll. Rubio I want to thank chief day 

and sergeant friedman for this presentation.  

Speaker:  And for those who provided testimony on the report. But I also want to 

appreciate the increased detail from last year. It's what we asked for, and it's great 

to have more context and information. So thank you for being responsive. Um, I 

also want to acknowledge the real concerns and history that some folks brought 

up. Um behind why there was a push to disengage some time ago. I worked for 

mayor potter during that time, and there were very real concerns back then. In that 

time. Um, and examples by community of religious and racial targeting. And it's 

important to not forget that. But it's also important to remember that there were 

applied learnings from that time. Um, also important to acknowledge is that the 

practice and transparency of this has continued to evolve since that time, especially 

in the in light of the rise of white nationalism and violence towards, uh, people of 

color and religious communities and lgbtqia, this partnership has evolved to 

become more transparent and more focused on specific kinds of work with defined 

parameters and oversight. Right. Um, and this is an ensuring safety for all members 

of the public. So there are complexities and dimensions to this partnership. Yes. 

Um, and that's why we all stay vigilant. And so I appreciate the community 

reminding us of that history. And I also appreciate the current attentiveness of pb 

in applying it judiciously. So for these reasons, I vote I to accept the report. Ryan  

Speaker:  Yeah, I thank you, commissioner Rubio. I agree with many of your 

sentiments. I also really want to say that it was great to have the report, but with 



the testimony, um, we need to always be reminded of the history. And this 

partnership is important though, because without it we have we lose access to 

information and resources and pva, pb, b cannot do it alone. We need our the 

intelligence that comes from the federal government. Um, it's important that we 

keep monitoring this partnership closely. And I accept the report.  

Speaker:  Gonzalez.  

Speaker:  Um, I I’m going to vote to accept this report. Cooperation between the fbi 

and Portland police is essential in keeping our communities safe and protecting our 

country. Um, do want to emphasize that the calls for transparent. She is a two way 

street. Uh, I do think some of the advocates have to answer for some pieces of this. 

There was allusions to the lawsuit over the 2020. Uh television or broadcasting of 

the riots downtown, when it was one of the clear ways for people to see the real 

damage being done by the riots. And in the name of, um, transparency. I think we 

need to keep that front and center. With that, I vote I maps, I Wheeler, I want to also 

acknowledge that while the history is important, the relationship between the 

Portland police bureau and the fbi has significant improved in recent years.  

Speaker:  And I’m very appreciative of the partnership and the sharing of 

information that we do have. I think it's totally appropriate that this council stay on 

top of the types of communication. Often. But folks, we live in a world where not 

everybody wants to get along and we need to have a realistic, real time view of 

what the potential threats are to our community. And that's what the fbi focuses 

on, and we need access to that partnership. And so I think a good balance was 

struck here. And i'll just remind people that every couple of years, the question of 

the city's participation in jttf comes to City Council. It will undoubtedly come again. 

Uh, I was opposed to removing the city of Portland from the joint terrorism task 

force, I believe is the police commission, for that is the right decision to make. Uh, 



but I also appreciate that there was a compromise here in terms of the kind of 

information that would be provided publicly to council. And I think we've struck a 

good balance. Relationship continues to be strong and I believe, productive. The 

Portland police bureau, therefore, I vote I and the report is accepted. Thank you. 

One of three this is a second reading authorized.  

Speaker:  Short terme subordinate. Subordinate urban renewal and 

redevelopment bonds on behalf of prosper Portland to finance projects in urban 

renewal areas.  

Speaker:  Just as a reminder, this is the, uh, technical requirement authorizing the 

city to issue taxable short terme bonds on behalf of prosper Portland. So they can 

continue to fund projects within urban renewal areas with existing tax increment 

financing. Is there any further discussion on this item? Seeing none, please call the 

roll. Rubio  

Speaker:  Um, I want to thank revenue team for working with the team at prosper, 

for bringing this item forward to council. And I think it bears repeating that this is 

not a new tax. This is an alignment with the already approved and existing tiff 

plans, which of course have had community engagement to create them. Uh, these 

are resources that are already built into the city's budget and forecast. Um, and so, 

uh, thank you again. And I vote I Ryan, I Gonzalez Mapps I mueller.  

Speaker:  Hi.  

Speaker:  The ordinance is adopted 104 also a second reading and utility operators 

code to govern utility access and use of the city.  

Speaker:  Right of way and adopt fee schedule for utility operating in the city right 

of way.  

Speaker:  Any further discussion, please call the roll. Rubio.  



Speaker:  I’d like to thank andrew spear and director olivera for their hard work on 

this. Andrew took all the comments and questions raised back in June and brought 

together all the stakeholders to work on this important ordinance that will 

streamline the way the city manages access to the right of way. This has been a 

multi year project and I’m happy to see this ordinance moving us in the right 

direction with a path forward to create alignment for all who can access the right of 

way. So I’m happy to vote I on this ordinance. Ryan  

Speaker:  Yes, I want to echo some of my comments from last week. Andrew spear, 

you're out there. So there you are. Um, again, thank you so much for following up. 

We all got flooded with calls last June, and there were some really, uh, helpful 

concerns that were lifted. And you got in there and worked on this, and it's a new 

policy. See? It's crickets. The last two weeks, it says a lot. Um, that's really hard to do 

when it comes to policy. So it's clear today that all that work and that engagement 

is paid off. Uh, good legislation. I vote yea. I vote yea i, I the ordinance is adopted 

105 also.  

Speaker:  So a second reading authorized competitive solicitation and execution of 

price agreements for sodium hypochlorite for amount not to exceed $12,500,000 

over five years. Any further discussion on this item? Seeing none, please call the 

roll. Rubio. Okay, Ryan I Gonzalez I mueller I ordinances adopted 106 second 

reading amend tax rate code to extend a heavy vehicle use tax to fund Portland 

street repair, maintenance and traffic safety program. Any further discussion? 

Seeing none. Call the roll.  

Speaker:  Rubio, I want to thank commissioner Mapps for his leadership on this. 

And also thank pbot team for your continued work on this program. I believe we 

need to approve this funding to make sure we can continue the critical safety 

improvements and maintenance of our roads to ensure all users can access safely.  



Speaker:  I vote I Ryan, I Gonzalez, i, I the ordinance is adopted.  

Speaker:  We'll go back to the items on the consent that were withdrawn. Please 

read items 98 and 99 together. They are both first readings of non-emergency 

ordinances.  

Speaker:  Item 98 authorized contract with prologis lp to fund 30 years of 

anticipate power and maintenance costs for a new traffic signal at north share road 

and north whitaker road for $150,000. Item 99 authorized contract with prologis lp 

to fund 30 years of anticipated power and maintenance costs for a new traffic 

signal, and north shamir road and northeast Vancouver way. North Vancouver 

avenue for $150,000.  

Speaker:  Commissioner Mapps.  

Speaker:  Uh, thank you, mr. Mayor. Colleagues uh, these two items were originally 

placed on consent. Uh but were pulled off by a member of the public. Let me 

provide you with some brief context for this, and then i'll invite a member of the 

pbot staff to, uh, flesh out the details. Uh, of course, this item comes to us from the 

bureau of transportation. Yea. Ryan. The purpose of these ordinances is to 

authorize a standard maintenance agreement with prologis for anticipated power 

and maintenance costs for a new traffic signal. Uh, we have, uh, charles radosta, 

engineering supervisor with pbot to tell us more about this item. Charles are you 

here? There you go. I think charles is online. Can you hear me?  

Speaker:  Okay. Yep very good. Yeah  

Speaker:  You hit the hit the highlights.  

Speaker:  We were just, uh, able to seek some maintenance, funding, 

compensation from the developer for these two new traffic signals, which, frankly, 

are going in mostly to their benefit and less to the benefit of the general users of 

the of the city. And so this is just an opportunity for us to try to capture some of the 



ongoing maintenance responsibilities that we'll have as a bureau to keep those 

signals up and operational.  

Speaker:  Great. Thanks, charles. Do we have um, I think we have some, uh, public 

testimony on this.  

Speaker:  Colleagues, how many people do we have signed up?  

Speaker:  We have one person signed up.  

Speaker:  Let's hear them.  

Speaker:  Mark paurus.  

Speaker:  Yep. Can you hear me? Yeah fantastic. Good afternoon, mayor and 

commissioners. Uh, my name is mark burris. I use he him pronouns, and I’m just 

testifying as a plain old member of the public. I appreciate the pbot, um, employee 

explaining what's going on here. Um, I want to thank you for making this a regular 

ordinance to give the city time to make changes before approving it. Uh, exhibit b 

attached to the ordinance states that prologis shall promptly pay to the city a one 

time lump sum in the amount of $150,000 to cover the anticipated power and 

maintenance costs for the signal improvements for the following 50 years, and the 

impact statement states, uh, pretty similar except for 30 years. Um, so there's a 20, 

uh, 20 year difference there. So either the agreement covers the anticipated costs 

until 2054 or 2074. And I just want to make sure you know what you're approving 

before doing so. The ordinance also states that the proposed traffic signal will 

primarily serve amazon delivery vehicles, only interrupting through traffic when 

amazon vehicles enter or exit the facilities in the area. Uh, amazon is currently 

listed as having the fifth largest market capitalization in the world, at around $1.6 

trillion per largest dates on its website. That it's the largest industrial property 

owner in Portland, where as of 2023 q4, they have over 55 industrial real estate 

properties totaling 7,000,000ft², and that serve 115 customers. Uh, prologis is a real 



estate investment trust with a market capitalization of $119 billion. So both amazon 

and prologis are members of the Portland business alliance? Uh, neither amazon 

nor prologis filed lobbying entities statements with the city for 2023 q4. However 

the Portland business alliance filed the longest one at six pages long and 

accounting for 151 of the 253 contacts with city employees. That's from the 

underlying data. Uh $150,000. Prologis is giving the city for this traffic signal. It feels 

like unofficial lobbying. Uh, the ordinance also states that the agreement does not 

include costs associated with anticipated inflation. Uh, it feels like prologis and 

amazon could afford to pay rates that keep up with inflation. Instead of passing 

those costs along to the taxpayers. So I was wondering why that's not taken into 

account. And, um, please consider putting items like this on the regular agenda to 

increase transparency when it comes to corporate funding of city infrastructure 

and so I don't have to testify on item 99. I just want to, um, add off topic that I 

appreciate you allowing the gentleman who showed up to testify today off topic 

during the central city concern item. I appreciate you allowed him to finish what he 

had to say and also off topic, the way council interacted with another community 

member who was testifying off topic last week was demeaning. And in the future, I 

hope you're all able to hold each other accountable for the way you treat members 

of the public, and it's probably not too late to apologize to that person. Thank you.  

Speaker:  Uh, mark, thank you. And I just want to point out we have council rules, 

and they are read in advance of the meeting. And if people choose to participate in 

this forum, which they're certainly welcome to do, so we ask them to stay on topic. 

This is actually the business meeting for the city of Portland. And if people want to 

talk on any topic whatsoever, they are able to sign up for communications. And the 

individual that I closed down last week knows that because she is participate in 

communications on many occasions, she was off topic. She was making racist 



comments. She was attempting, I think just to insult people. Um, and while 

ordinarily those would be first amendment rights, uh, the bottom line is during our 

business meetings, we have clearly stated rules that we expect everybody to follow. 

And it was for that reason that after about a minute of her testimony, I asked her to 

either make it relevant or stop. In fact, I think I just said stop at that point. She's 

she's well known here. So that's my point. No I understood, understood. And I will 

not be apologizing. Thank you for asking though.  

Speaker:  I wasn't actually talking to you. That's okay.  

Speaker:  Uh, thank you, mr. Mayor. Um I wanted to invite charles to come back in 

here. I think mark raised a question about, uh, maybe the duration of these two 

ordinances that struck me as being important. And, mark, i'll be transparent with 

you. I didn't follow the argument you were making on the lobbying thing, but I do 

want to make sure that, um, at least we don't have the scrivener's error in the 

contracts. Charles did, uh, do you see what mark was talking about? And do we 

have a problem?  

Speaker:  There is a there's a typo in the exhibit b.  

Speaker:  Thanks for pointing that out. We it should be 30 years that 5000 a year. 

And I apologize. I didn't catch the, uh, I didn't catch that in the exhibit b that the 50 

years is an error. The bottom line is the dollar amount is what we're seeking the 

years is just kind of how the math was created.  

Speaker:  Okay. Great uh, mark, thanks for the catch. I'll work with, uh, staff to 

figure out what to do. Mr. Mayor, I think that these are first readings. So um, give 

me a week and i'll figure out how to proceed. Perfect  

Speaker:  Sounds good. Uh, number. And thank you, mark, for catching that. Item 

98 is a first reading of a nonemergency ordinance. It moves to second reading. Item 

99, likewise, is the first reading of a nonemergency ordinance. It moves to second 



reading Keelan. That completes our business for this morning. That's part of the 

afternoon. All right. Thanks, everybody, for sticking in there. It was a long morning. 

We are adjourned  


