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I am so sorry that I cannot submit this testimony in person or virtually because I will be on a 
flight.   
 
That said, I emphatically ask you to do the right thing, and that is to REJECT THE GROSS 
OVERREACHING POLICIES outlined in Measure 26-217 by the new Police Accountability 
Commission and send this back to the voters.  
 
The system proposed by the PAC doesn’t balance public safety concerns and with any sense of 
fairness to our officers. 
 
There is no way that any rational resident would approve of the UNWORKABLE and BIASED 
policies set forth by the PAC. Obviously, the general public is woefully unaware of the power 
grab the new PAC has outlined. 
 
 But many of us have found out and we are tired of being dominated by a small group of people 
with an axe to grind who put their special interests in front of the common good of our 
community. 
 
 All people---white  BIPOC, young, old and each of you—know  that Portland needs at least 400 
more police to get close to any sense of timely response and a restored  sense of safety.  
 
Our Portland Police have continued to serve us even when this city signaled that it was not a 
system partner with them through the 120 nights of rioting in 2020, allowing demonstrating 
against them and through defunding.       
 
We need to leave that in the rearview and move forward with a fair review system, not one that 
will continue to devalue and demoralize our law enforcement officers.   
 
Since 2020, , as a community, we  looked at the Portland Police history with a critical eye.  Np 
one supports reckless practices by the PPB.  Now it’s time to look at the policies of Measure 
26-217 with a critical eye. As outlined, the overstepping policies are clearly reckless and one 
must question the motivation of the commission in drafting them. 
  
If this measure is adopted I would say it would be the end of recruiting quality officers.   Why 
would anyone want their professional career to be in the hands of 22 inexperienced and 
micromanaging volunteers who have the final word on disciplinary action, without the support of 
your union or a check and balance vote by a Police commissioner.  
 
This heavy handed control by power hungry and adversarial commissioners will lead to the 
continue demise of the health of our city.   
It is not in any way democratic since there is not check or balance system in place.  
 
Police and residents will continue to flee Portland for the surrounding communities where laws 
and enforced and police officers are supported.   The surrounding areas will continue to thrive 
as Portland further implodes..  
 
 In  summation, I ask you to Refer to again to testimony from Amy Woods  from a hearing on 
9/21)     
 



I also do not think that the majority of Portlanders want a police accountability commission 
that is solely comprised of people who, as far as I can tell, are anti-police activists.  I have been 
to some of the PAC public meetings, both in-person and online.  I have met almost all of the 
Police Accountability Commissioners at these meetings.  I was alarmed at the things I was 
hearing from them, and I was alarmed by the way they dismissed questions from the public 
that seemed at all supportive of law enforcement.  I went to a PAC meeting in January where 
the commissioners were asked if they all support the abolishment or defunding of police.  One 
of the commissioners answered, “We probably do, but we haven’t discussed it.”  Another 
commissioner answered, “we have to present this proposal to city council, and we know there 
are people on city council who support law enforcement, and we need to have plausible 
deniability so that we don’t sound like Antifa trolls.”  At that same meeting, the commissioners 
were forward about their intent to have a member sit in on union contract negotiations.  They 
kept repeating that they were “thinking big.”.  They certainly did that, given their proposal.  
 
  
Final notes:  
 

• The current PAC policies are nothing more than a gross overreach by does not 
represent the broader community of Portlanders, the majority of whom support our Law 
Enforcement officers and want to see the force expanded to appropriate levels 
 

• The pendulum swung. This is not 2020.  We need to move forward together, not by 
continuingly villainizing all police.  

 
• It’s a dangerous overreach without precedent that will further hinder Portland’s ability to 

attract and retain law enforcement officers at a time when we are woefully understaffed.  
 

• The proposed policies of the new PAC absolutely do not balance public safety concerns 
and fairness to our officers.    
 

• The union would have no role in this new PAC. The majority of Portlanders support 
unions.   

Portland voters are tired of experiments where there are working plans in other cities that could 
easily be adopted.  

Reject this. 

Monica Cory  
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Statement to City Council by Theresa Griffin Kennedy

The new POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY COMMISSION policies are blatantly
anti-police, and unfair to the Portland Police Bureau and its officers in their scope,
tone and suggested practices. These unworkable policies, would prevent officers
from productively and assertively advocating for crime prevention in the city of
Portland, and for public safety. This police accountability commission was created
by a small group of anti-police extremists who have drafted UNWORKABLE,
DANGEROUS and naive policies which will continue to put Portland citizens at
risk, continuing this downward spiral.

Former City Commissioner JoAnn Hardesty led the charge to pass Measure 26-217
in 2020. Portland City Council voted unanimously to refer the measure to the ballot
in the Summer of 2020. It changed the City of Portland’s Charter to establish a new
independent police oversight board. The issue now is that the year is no longer
2020 but the latter part of 2023, and we have learned as a nation that the Defund
the Police movement, created in the wake of the horrible George Floyd murder,
has failed on a national level, and certainly in the city of Portland. The FBI
published a long and well researched report documenting the failure of this
anti-police movement. It is accurate, valid & insightful.

JoAnn Hardesty proved to be an unbalanced, and unpredictable person, who made
many document-able errors in judgment. This included several ludicrous claims
about PPB engaging in criminal arson when they were not, and in not doing their
jobs but rather "eating all day" instead. She accused police officers of engaging in
reprehensible behavior which she could not support, accusing them of being part of
a “rogue paramilitary organization,” when they were not. When some police
officers began to resign, looking for work elsewhere, Hardesty publicly gloated in
a most unseemly manner. Hardesty lost her bid for re-election because her
extremist behavior frightened voters and they chose to vote for Rene Gonzalez
instead, who won the race by a huge margin.

To comprise a group of Non-law enforcement individuals exclusively is blatantly
discriminatory against the officers of the Portland Police Bureau and the residents
of the city of Portland. We would never ask a baker or florist to do the job of a



neurosurgeon, and neither should we ask or expect non-law-enforcement
individuals, with no background in Police Science, Police Procedure or police
training to make decisions regarding issues, and outcomes they could not possibly
understand given their lack of background in police science. Neither should anyone
be able to terminate a police officer, other than the police commissioner, who at
this point is also the mayor.

This commision would be the death knell to the city of Portland for a variety of
reasons which will undermine public safety for all residents. It asks for outlandish
control and power, including an excessive budget. This would include paying 22
volunteer board members and their expenses. This commission would seek to
become a quasi police department in itself. With not one person having a
background in Police science or law enforcement, the danger of these individuals
making huge errors of judgment would be inevitable with Portland residents
paying the price.

We need to restore common sense in the running of government and the city of
Portland. That means that any form of police oversight committee has at least two
members who have a background in police science and law enforcement. Too often
unqualified and uneducated individuals become involved in the important work of
politics and creating policy. This commission is a terrible idea. Its sole purpose is
to tie the hands of Portland police officers. We have all seen what a lack of police
presence has done to and within the city of Portland. Portland residents deserve
better than the Wild Wild West!
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PAC PROPOSAL CITY PROPOSAL

This comparison was created by Portland 
Copwatch/former Police Accountability 
Commissioner Dan Handelman with assistance 
from another former commissioner.

Underlines show either missing or added text. 
Apologies for any typos, duplicaAons, errors or 
omissions. November 13, 2023

Chapter 35 Community Police Oversight 
Board

Chapter 35 Community Police Oversight 
Board 

35A.010 CreaDon of City of Portland 
Community Police Oversight Board (“Board”).

35A.010 CreaDon of City of Portland 
Community Police Oversight Board 

A. Portland City Charter Chapter 2, ArAcle 10 
has established the City of Portland 
Community Police Oversight Board. The name 
of the Board shall be the Community Board for 
Police Accountability (“Board” or “CBPA”).  

A. Portland City Charter Chapter 2, ArAcle 10 
has established the City of Portland 
Community Police Oversight Board. The name 
of the Board shall be the Community Board for 
Police Accountability (CBPA). <independent 
judgment clause at PAC’s 35A 040 B>
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1. ReporAng to the Board and established by 
this Code is the Office of Community-based 
Police Accountability (“Office” or “OCPA”) 
which will be staffed with professional 
administraAve staff and professional 
invesAgators. The Office shall be an 
independent bureau of the City.

1.The Office of Community-based Police 
Accountability (OCPA) is established by this 
Code and reports to the CBPA.

2. The oversight board (Board) and 
independent bureau (Office), which are 
described above, collecAvely form the 
“Oversight System.” References to “Oversight 
System” in this Code are intended to refer to 
the Board and the Office, consistent with their 
roles and funcAons as outlined in Charter and 
this Code. References to “Board” and “Office” 
in this Code chapter should be understood as 
referring to the Oversight System collecAvely, 
and specifically, the Board may delegate 
authority given to it under the Charter and this 
Code to the Office, to permit the Oversight 
System to fulfill its obligaAons established 
under Charter 2-10. 

2.The CBPA and OCPA collecAvely form the 
“Oversight System.” References to “Oversight 
System” in this Code refer to the CBPA and 
OCPA, consistent with their roles and 
funcAons as outlined in this Code. (from 
secAon 3): The CBPA may delegate authority 
given to it under the Charter and this Code to 
the OCPA, to permit the Oversight System to 
fulfill its obligaAons established under Charter 
2-10.

3.The Oversight System shall report to a 
Deputy City Administrator in the same manner 
as other City Bureaus. <delegate authority 
from PAC’s item 2>
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<not included>

<not included>

B. Purpose. The mission of the Board is to 
independently invesAgate Portland Police 
Bureau (PPB) sworn employees and 
supervisors thereof promptly, fairly, and 
imparAally, to impose discipline as determined 
appropriate by the Board, and to make 
recommendaAons regarding police pracAces, 
policies, and direcAves to the Portland Police 
Bureau with a primary focus on community 
concerns. 

B.Purpose. The Oversight System shall 
independently invesAgate sworn employees 
and supervisors thereof within the Portland 
Police Bureau (PPB) promptly, fairly, and 
imparAally, and impose discipline if 
determined appropriate by the CBPA, and 
make recommendaAons regarding police 
pracAces, policies, and direcAves to PPB with a 
primary focus on community concerns.

C. To the extent that any provision in this Code 
package (or any implemenAng rules) require 
bargaining, those provisions shall not go into 
effect unless and unAl the City fulfils its 
bargaining obligaAons with the Portland Police 
AssociaAon (PPA) and Portland Police 
Commanding Officers AssociaAon (PPCOA), 
consistent with the Public Employees 
CollecAve Bargaining Act (PECBA). 

<perhaps covered in City’s 35A.030 and 
35B.010 A>

D.  Board Commitment to ConAnuous 
Improvement. The Board shall ensure qualified 
staff, a team or independent expert(s) 
examine the Board’s performance, the 
Charter, City Code and Board policies, 
protocols on an ongoing basis. The Board may 
make recommendaAons to the appropriate 
decision-making bodies. 

E. Other City advisory groups related to police 
and policing, whose funcAons incorporate 
officer accountability and/or policy 
recommendaAons, may independently and 
voluntarily seek to conclude operaAons and 
request that the Board assume their duAes. 
This process would be iniAated through 
mutual consent by the advisory group, the 
Board, and the bureau associated with the 
advisory group. Other details would be 
developed between the incorporated group, 
following their voluntary choice to pursue 
incorporaAon, and the Board. 
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<not included>

<not included>

F. No sooner than two years a`er the Board 
has begun receiving complaints from the 
public, it may undertake a review of all 
advisory groups related to oversight of police 
and policing, including communicaAng directly 
and transparently with volunteers serving on 
those groups, and may make 
recommendaAons to the Mayor and/or City 
Council regarding how the different aspects of 
the current oversight system will funcAon, or 
cease to funcAon, including how and when to 
wind down the current oversight systems. 
G. Prior to establishing any new advisory 
groups related to police or policing, the Mayor 
and/or City Council shall discuss the proposal 
with the Board and give sufficient Ame for a 
response. 

H. The Board shall have the authority to adopt 
bylaws, and as part of developing bylaws, it 
will decide, among other things: 

From City’s 35A.010 C.The CBPA shall have the 
authority to adopt operaAng policies and 
procedures that apply to the Oversight System 
as necessary to carry out their duAes, and 
bylaws that apply to the CBPA. 
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<not included>

2. the role of Board alternates; 

<not included>

1. whether or not to establish a chairperson, 
co-chairs, or other leadership posiAons; 

From City’s 35B.010: UnAl appointed as a 
CBPA member, alternates may not serve on 
the CBPA. 

3. procedures that allow for the creaAon, 
management, and eliminaAon of sub-
commidees; 

4. voAng thresholds for the full Board, sub-
commidees, and panels (preliminary, hearings, 
disciplinary, and appeals); and 

From City's 35D.060 D2. Consensus on 
invesAgaAon. At the conclusion, Reviewing 
Members shall by majority consensus... D3. If 
a majority of Reviewing Members propose to 
sustain one or more allegaAons, those same 
Reviewing Members shall propose discipline. 
F. 2. If a majority of Reviewing Members 
reaches consensus to sustain any allegaAons, 
they shall then reach consensus as to the 
appropriate correcAve acAon…
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<not included>

35A.020 DefiniDons 35A.020 DefiniDons 

5. any other internal Board procedures, 
including but not limited to those idenAfied 
for elaboraAon in this Code and not otherwise 
addressed by law. 

Unless stated otherwise by the Board, all 
bylaws changes are effecAve upon adopAon. 

From City’s 35A.010 C. The CBPA shall subject 
all of its administraAve rules, policies and 
procedures, and bylaws to a community input 
period that shall last not less than 30 days, 
except that the CBPA may adopt policies, 
procedures, and bylaws in an urgent situaAon 
that shall be in effect no longer than 90 days 
and therea`er shall follow the community 
input process. 

Copies of all current bylaws will be posted on 
the Oversight System’s website. 

City 35A.010 D. Copies of all current 
administraAve rules, policies and procedures, 
and bylaws will be posted on the Oversight 
System’s website.
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In this Chapter: In this Chapter: 

A. “Board” refers to the Community Board for 
Police Accountability, the community police 
oversight board established under Charter 2-
1001. 

A. “CBPA” refers to the Community Board for 
Police Accountability and members thereof, 
and is the community police oversight board 
established under Charter 2-1001.

B. “Office” refers to the Office of Community-
based Police Accountability, an independent 
bureau of the City of Portland, whose Director 
is established under Charter 2-1005. 

B. “OCPA” refers to the Office of Community-
based Police Accountability of the City of 
Portland and the employees thereof.

C. “Oversight System” refers collecAvely to the 
Board and Office. 

C. “Oversight System” refers collecAvely to the 
CBPA and OCPA.
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<not included>In this Chapter, the following definiAons are 
also used: 

D. “Director” refers to the Director of the 
OCPA, who shall be a Bureau Director for 
purposes of Charter 4-301.

D. “Accountability” A comprehensive system 
of checks and balances aimed at ensuring that 
when law enforcement fails to carry out their 
duAes properly, including when their acAons 
are damaging to other individuals or the 
community at large, they are held responsible 
through a fair and transparent process. 

City’s E. “Accountability” is a comprehensive 
system of checks and balances aimed at 
ensuring that in instances where a Covered 
Employee violates City rules or PPB policy, 
including when such violaAon is damaging to 
other individuals or the community at large or 
consAtutes a failure to carry out their duAes 
properly, they are held responsible through a 
fair and imparAal process that helps foster 
community trust with police.
F. “AdministraAve invesAgaAon” is an 
employment invesAgaAon into an allegaAon of 
a Covered Employee’s violaAon of City rules or 
PPB direcAves and that may result in 
disciplinary or correcAve acAon in the 
employment relaAonship. This shall not 
preclude criminal invesAgaAons or 
invesAgaAons by Exhibit B the Ombuds office, 
ElecAons office, and other similar offices that 
do not result in disciplinary acAon in the 
employment relaAonship.
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<not included>

<not included>

E. “Case” An incident or situaAon involving 
potenAal misconduct by a sworn Portland 
Police Bureau (PPB) sworn employee or 
supervisor thereof. Cases are either 
complaints, which are filed by a community 
member or a PPB officer, or are incidents 
which the Board is required by law to 
invesAgate. 

F. “Complainant” a person who has filed a 
complaint about misconduct, or has been the 
recipient of alleged misconduct even if they 
did not file a complaint. 

G. “Complainant” is a person who has filed a 
complaint of misconduct against a Covered 
Employee and was the recipient of alleged 
misconduct, as disAnct from a Third-Party 
Complainant.

I. “Immediate Family Members” include 
parents, spouses, domesAc partners, children, 
or siblings but do not include family members 
who are estranged.

G. “EffecAve/ConstrucAve Custody" The 
custody of a person who is not under direct 
physical control but whose freedom is 
controlled by legal authority. 



Sheet1

Page 10

<not included but used in 35D.040 D >H. “Garrity warning” or “Garrity NoAce”: An 
advisement given to a sworn officer who is the 
subject of an internal administraAve 
invesAgaAon or review. This noAce warning 
apprises the officer that they are required to 
answer quesAons asked by invesAgators and 
are subject to discipline, up to and including 
terminaAon, for failing or refusing to answer 
the quesAons. 

I. “Independent Judgment” A demonstrable 
absence of real or perceived influence from 
law enforcement, poliAcal actors, and other 
special interests looking to affect the 
operaAons of the Office. 

J. “Independent Judgment” is the ability to 
make considered decisions or come to 
sensible conclusions that are not dependent 
on another's authority, free from outside 
control, including improper influence from law 
enforcement, poliAcal actors, and other 
special interests looking to affect the 
operaAons of the Oversight System. The 
exercise of independent judgment shall be 
fair, reasonable, objecAve, and consistent with 
applicable laws, rules, policies, and 

J. “Just Cause” is a cause reasonably related to 
the public safety officer’s ability to perform 
required work. The term includes a willful 
violaAon of reasonable work rules, regulaAons 
or wriden policies. 

K. “Just Cause” per ORS Chapter 243, is a 
cause reasonably related to the public safety 
officer’s ability to perform required work. The 
term includes a willful violaAon of reasonable 
work rules, regulaAons or wriden policies.

K. “Law Enforcement Agency” Agencies that 
primarily employ police officers, correcAons 
officers, or prosecutors. 

L. “Law Enforcement Agency” means county 
sheriffs, municipal police departments, public 
university police departments, state and 
federal police agencies, and municipal, state 
and federal correcAons agencies.
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<see City’s “L”>

<not included>

1. This includes county sheriffs, municipal 
police departments, police departments 
established by a university, state police, tribal 
police, and law enforcement agencies of the 
federal government. It also includes district 
adorney’s offices. Finally, it includes 
correcAonal departments. 

2. Agencies which perform duAes related to 
invesAgaAng allegaAons of officer misconduct 
or reviewing police policies and pracAces, 
whose main funcAon is not to engage in 
policing acAviAes, are not considered law 
enforcement agencies under this definiAon. 

M. “NoAce” occurs when it is sent or 
otherwise communicated to the last known 
contact informaAon. If no contact informaAon 
was provided to OCPA staff when requested, 
then noAce is not required.

L. “Officer” A sworn employee of the Portland 
Police Bureau (PPB). This term will be used 
throughout this Chapter to also include 
supervisors of officers, in line with the Board’s 
authority noted in Charter 2-1001, 2-1007(a), 
and 2-1007(d). 

City’s H. “Covered Employee” is a sworn 
employee and supervisors thereof within PPB. 
The Chief of Police is not a Covered Employee 
under City Charter sec on 2-401(g). 
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<not included>

<not included>

M. “Panel” A subset of the Board’s full 
membership empowered to make decisions 
related directly to cases of potenAal 
administraAve misconduct by PPB sworn 
officers and supervisors. 

N. “Panel” is a subset of the CBPA’s full 
membership empowered to make decisions 
related directly to cases of allegaAons of 
administraAve misconduct by Covered 
Employees.

N. “Preponderance of the Evidence” is a 
standard of review in which a majority of 
evidence is required to support a finding on an 
allegaAon (applies to In Policy, Out of Policy 
and Unfounded findings). 

O. “Preponderance of the Evidence” is the 
standard of proof applied to findings and 
means to prove that something is more likely 
than not.

O. “Responsibility Unit Manager” A 
commanding officer or manager of a PPB 
division, unit or precinct. 

P. “SenAnel Event Reviews” Forward-looking, 
root cause reviews of undesirable police-
related outcomes, designed to allow for the 
development of recommendaAons for 
prevenAng reoccurrence through conAnuous 
process improvements. 
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<not included>

35A.030 ObligaDon to Follow Law 35A.030 ObligaDon to Follow Law

Q. “Sub-Commidee” A subset of the Board’s 
membership empowered to take acAons as 
defined in the Board’s bylaws, subject to 
review by the full Board. 

P. “Third-Party Complainant” is a person who 
has filed a complaint of misconduct against a 
Covered Employee and was not the recipient 
of alleged misconduct.

In the performance of its duAes, the Board is 
obligated to follow all applicable federal, state 
and local laws and rules, including but not 
limited to the United States ConsAtuAon and 
Oregon ConsAtuAon (and protecAng the rights 
of all parAes under both consAtuAons); City 
Charter; collecAve bargaining agreements (as 
per the Public Employees CollecAve Bargaining 
Act); USDOJ v. City of Portland (Case No. 3:12-
cv-02265-SI) Sedlement Agreement, including 
any amendments; Oregon public records and 
public meeAngs law, and as of July 1, 2025, 
statewide discipline guides. 

In the performance of its duAes, the CBPA and 
OCPA are obligated to follow all applicable 
federal, state, and local laws and rules, 
including but not limited to the United States 
ConsAtuAon and Oregon ConsAtuAon; City 
Charter; collecAve bargaining agreements; and 
Oregon public records, public meeAngs, and 
ethics laws.
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35A.040 Status as Independent Bureau <not included>

<not included>

<not included>

A. As specified by Charter, the Board and the 
Office of Community-based Police 
Accountability (“OCPA” or “Office”) will be an 
independent bureau. CollecAvely, these two 
enAAes comprise the Oversight System. 

B. The Board has an obligaAon to exercise 
independent judgment and offer criAcal 
analysis in the performance of its duAes under 
this Chapter. The Oversight System shall 
exercise its responsibiliAes under this Chapter 
without interference from any person, group, 
or organizaAon, including the Mayor, City 
Council, Auditor, City departments, Police 
Chief, bureaus, and other administraAve 
agencies. 

From City’s 35A.010 A. The CBPA shall exercise 
independent judgment in performing all 
legally assigned powers and duAes. The 
Mayor, City Council, Auditor, City 
Administrator and DepuAes, and City 
departments, bureaus, and other 
administraAve agencies shall not interfere in 
the exercise of the CBPA’s independent 
judgment.

C. The Board shall be operaAonally 
independent of the Portland Police Bureau 
(PPB) in all respects. To maintain the 
independence of the Board and PPB, the 
Board shall not hire current and former police 
officers as staff. The Board’s locaAon and 
communicaAons shall reflect its independence 
and imparAality. 



Sheet1

Page 15

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. As a general mader, staff shall not seek 
administraAve and legal guidance from the 
Police Bureau, unless necessary to perform 
their duAes. In addiAon, as a general mader, 
staff shall not be trained alongside 
administraAve invesAgators within the 
Portland Police Bureau (PPB), unless necessary 
to perform their duAes. 

D. The physical office of the Board shall be 
located outside of a Portland Police Bureau 
facility. 

City’s 35A.010 A 4.The physical office of the 
CBPA shall be located outside of a Portland 
Police Bureau facility.

1. The Board and Office shall also not be 
housed in the same building as the Mayor, City 
Council, and any other agency that has a law 
enforcement or public safety component as 
part of its funcAon. 

2. The Board and Office shall not be in a space 
where security is provided by law 
enforcement. 
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<not included>

<not included>

3. The Board and Office shall be located in a 
locaAon convenient for the public, including 
accessibility to public transit. 
 

4. The offices of the Board may be located in 
private office space. 

E. Notwithstanding its independent status, the 
Board shall develop working relaAonships with 
other parts of City government to ensure its 
ability to parAcipate in relevant City processes 
related to the tasks required of the Board by 
law or regulaAon. These include but are not 
limited to the Portland Police Bureau, Bureau 
of Human Resources, City Adorney’s Office, 
and Office of Government RelaAons. 

City’s 35A.010 A5.The Oversight System shall 
develop working relaAonships with other parts 
of City government to ensure its ability to 
parAcipate in relevant City processes related 
to the tasks required of the CBPA by law or 
regulaAon.

35A.050 Powers and DuDes of the Oversight 
System 

35A.040 Powers and DuDes of the Oversight 
System 
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The Board and Office have the following 
powers and duAes, as mandated by the 
Charter and by the authority of City Council: 

The CBPA and OCPA have the following 
powers and duAes: 

A. Intake. The Board and Office shall receive 
complaints concerning police acAons and 
select the appropriate manner to address all 
complaints consistent with this Code and 
Board procedure. 

A. Intake. The OCPA shall receive complaints 
alleging Covered Employee misconduct and 
determine the appropriate manner to address 
the complaint consistent with this Code and 
CBPA procedure.

1. When there is an allegaAon of misconduct 
against the Chief of Police, the OCPA shall 
invesAgate the allegaAon and report its 
findings to the Mayor. The Mayor may elect 
for another enAty to perform the 
invesAgaAon.

B. IniAate and conduct administraAve 
invesAgaAons. The Board exclusively is 
authorized to iniAate and conduct 
administraAve invesAgaAons that involve any 
of the following: 1) all deaths in custody and 
uses of deadly force; 2) all complaints of force 
that result in injury, discriminaAon against a 
protected class, violaAons of federal and state 
consAtuAonal rights; and 3) other complaints 
or incidents of misconduct that are of 
community concern because of their impact 
on community members. 

B. IniAate and conduct administraAve 
invesAgaAons. The OCPA will iniAate and 
conduct administraAve invesAgaAons that are 
under its jurisdicAon and in the manner 
described in SecAon 35D.    35D.030 C1:  Other 
allegaAons of misconduct by Covered 
Employees as the CBPA deems fit, provided 
that the CBPA first brings an ordinance to 
Council to amend this Code and add the newly 
covered misconduct to this Code secAon.
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1. For formal invesAgaAons conducted by the 
Board, invesAgaAon reports will include 
factual findings and will be resolved in one of 
four ways: 1) out of policy (meaning the acAon 
is found to have violated City policy; 2) in 
policy (meaning the officer’s acAons were 
within the law and City policy; 3) unfounded 
(meaning the evidence shows the alleged 
events did not occur; and 4) insufficient 
evidence (meaning there is not enough 
informaAon or evidence to determine if the 
officer’s acAons were out of policy or in 
policy). 

1. For formal invesAgaAons conducted by the 
OCPA, invesAgaAon reports will include factual 
findings and will be resolved in one of two 
ways: 1) sustained, meaning the acAon is 
found by preponderance of the evidence to 
have violated City policy; or 2) not sustained, 
meaning the evidence is not sufficient to 
demonstrate by a preponderance of the 
evidence that a violaAon of City policy 
occurred, or, the evidence demonstrated by a 
preponderance that the Covered Employee’s 
conduct was lawful and within policy.

City’s 35D.050 A4. Complete an invesAgaAon 
report outlining the evidence obtained during 
the invesAgaAon and make a recommendaAon 
as to whether the evidence supports a finding 
of sustained or not sustained.

2. The Board shall noAfy the Police Chief that it 
intends to conduct an administraAve 
invesAgaAon into misconduct before iniAaAng 
the invesAgaAon. 

2. The OCPA shall send noAce to the Police 
Chief or designee that it intends to conduct an 
administraAve invesAgaAon into misconduct 
before iniAaAng the invesAgaAon.
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<in 35D.060E>

<not included>

C. Communicate with Complainants. The 
Board and Office will be the primary contact 
with the complainant and the PPB officer or 
supervisor regarding the status and results of 
the complaint. 

City’s 35D.050 A5. Provide noAce in wriAng, if 
possible, to the Complainant and Covered 
Employee staAng the allegaAons and the 
invesAgator’s recommendaAon to either 
sustain or not sustain as to each allegaAon.

D. Conduct hearings as described in SecAons 
35D.190 and 35D.200. 

<in 35D.060 D>

E. Hold Loudermill (due process) hearings as 
described in SecAon 35D.230. 

F. Arrange hearings of appeals. The Board or 
Office will explain the appeal opAons to 
complainants and schedule hearings before an 
appeals panel as described in SecAon 35D.240 
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G. Recommend policy changes. The Board 
shall have authority to make policy and 
direcAve recommendaAons including but not 
limited to the Portland Police Bureau and City 
Council as well as the inherent or implied 
authority to take other measures as necessary 
to effectuate this as described in SecAon 
35E.010. 

35A.040 C. Recommend policy changes. The 
CBPA shall have authority to make policy and 
direcAve recommendaAons to PPB. …

H. Outreach. The Board and Office will widely 
distribute complaint forms in languages and 
formats accessible to community members, 
educate them on the importance of reporAng 
complaints, and hold public meeAngs to hear 
general concerns about police services. 

D. Outreach. The CBPA and OCPA may widely 
distribute complaint forms in languages and 
formats accessible to community members 
and educate them on the process of reporAng 
complaints.

I. The Board and Office shall have the 
authority to obtain informaAon to 
administraAvely respond to allegaAons of 
misconduct, incidents which may involve 
allegaAons of misconduct, and conduct 
structural oversight effecAvely. 

35A.040 B3. The OCPA shall have the authority 
to obtain informaAon to invesAgate 
allegaAons of misconduct.

1. Consistent with other provisions of this 
Code, the Board and Office shall have the 
authority and ability to compel all evidence 
during the course of an invesAgaAon. 

35A.040 B3a. The CBPA and OCPA shall have 
the authority and ability to gather and compel 
all evidence relevant to an invesAgaAon, 
including access to all police records, to the 
extent allowed by federal and state law. 
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2. Consistent with other provisions of this 
Code, the Board and Office shall have the 
authority to compel sworn officers of the 
Portland Police Bureau and their supervisors 
to parAcipate in invesAgaAons and to 
completely and truthfully answer all quesAons. 
The Board is authorized to direct Portland 
Police Bureau officers to cooperate with 
administraAve invesAgaAons. 

35A.040 B3b. Consistent with other provisions 
of this Code, the CBPA and OCPA shall have 
the authority to compel witnesses who are 
City Employees to parAcipate in invesAgaAons 
and to answer all quesAons completely and 
truthfully, and to warn City Employees that 
refusal to truthfully and completely answer all 
quesAons may result in discipline up to and 
including terminaAon.  …  The CBPA and OCPA 
shall have the authority to compel and 
subpoena witnesses outside of City 
employment to the extent allowed by law.

J. Board access to informaAon. In accordance 
with City, state or federal law and collecAve 
bargaining agreements, the Board and Office 
shall have direct access to and be authorized 
to examine and copy, without payment of a 
fee, any PPB informaAon and records, 
including confidenAal and legally privileged 
informaAon and records so long as privilege is 
not waived as to third parAes, and police 
databases. 

35A.040 B4. Access to informaAon. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of City 
law or rule, OCPA shall have access to and be 
authorized to examine and copy, without 
payment of a fee, any Bureau or Office 
informaAon and records relevant to an 
invesAgaAon, including confidenAal and legally 
privileged informaAon and records, so long as 
privilege is not waived as to third parAes, as 
well as access to police databases, subject to 
any applicable state or federal laws. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. Records include but are not limited to PPB 
policies and direcAves, police reports, body 
camera footage, Digital InformaAon 
Management System (DIMS), Versaterm 
Computer-Aided Dispatch (VCAD), or other, 
future CAD systems, a`er acAon reports, 
training records, global posiAoning system 
(GPS) data; discipline and complaint history of 
individual officers; and audit records related to 
PPB. 

35A.040 B4a. Records shall include all records 
as defined under Oregon Public Records Law.

2. Access to Police data and data sources. In 
order to perform its duAes, the Oversight 
System shall have access to Portland Police 
Bureau data and records, including but not 
limited to raw data, tabulated summary 
staAsAcs, other source materials, and any 
other format source necessary for the Board 
to perform its duAes. The Board shall also 
have direct access to original database sources 
(such as, but not limited to, Regional JusAce 
InformaAon System (RegJIN) and Criminal 
JusAce InformaAon Systems (CJIS) as 
permided by state and federal law. 3. The Oversight System shall have direct 
access to all relevant database networks to 
which PPB subscribes (such as, but not limited 
to, Regional JusAce InformaAon System 
(RegJIN) and Criminal JusAce InformaAon 
Systems (CJIS) as permided by state and 
federal law. 

a. The Board shall allot adequate funding from 
the Board’s budget, using the best esAmate 
available, to fully pay for any fees the Board 
incurs when accessing informaAon from a non-
PPB source. 
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<not included>

4. The Portland Police Bureau must make 
available to the Oversight System its records 
for copying, inspecAon and access within five 
business days a`er a wriden request from the 
Board. Consistent with the City Charter and 
this Code, the Police Chief remains the 
custodian of record for all Portland Police 
Bureau records. If the Police Chief (or 
designee) determines that specific records 
requested by the Board pursuant to this 
secAon should be withheld or redacted, the 
Portland Police Bureau must provide the 
Board with a wriden explanaAon sesng forth 
the specific records or reasonably segregable 
porAons of the records being withheld or 
redacted, the reason for the withholding or 
redacAons, and the legal jusAficaAon 
supporAng the withholding or redacAons. If 
the Board disagrees with the Police Chief’s 
decision to withhold records or redact 
informaAon, the Board may seek disclosure 
through its subpoena power as defined by the 

35A.040 B4b. PPB and other City Bureaus and 
Offices shall not unreasonably delay in 
providing records relevant to an invesAgaAon 
to the OCPA.

5. The Board and Director shall ensure that 
staff who access PPB records described above 
are trained and cerAfied to do so. 

6. All body camera footage of every event that 
is made available to the Oversight System 
pursuant to this secAon shall be available in 
full without any ediAng or tampering and will 
be verified for authenAcity. 
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<not included>

The Board and Office shall maintain 
confidenAality where required to do so and 
support transparency where allowable. The 
Oversight System shall not disclose 
confidenAal or legally privileged informaAon 
or records and shall be subject to the same 
penalAes as the legal custodian of the 
informaAon or records for any unlawful or 
unauthorized disclosure.

From 35A.040 B4 “...The Oversight System 
shall not disclose confidenAal or legally 
privileged informaAon or records and shall be 
subject to the same penalAes as the legal 
custodian of the informaAon or records for 
any unlawful or unauthorized disclosure.”

K. As a separate source of informaAon for the 
Oversight System’s administraAve 
invesAgaAons, the Board shall have access to 
PPB officers’ statements from any criminal 
invesAgaAon, as well as relevant police 
reports. InformaAon shared pursuant to this 
provision will not be done in a way that 
undermines or interferes with an ongoing 
criminal invesAgaAon or prosecuAon or 
impacts the officer’s Garrity rights. 

From 35A.040 B4b.  InformaAon received 
under this provision by the Oversight System 
shall not be used in a way that undermines or 
interferes with an ongoing criminal 
invesAgaAon or prosecuAon.

L. Adend Portland Police Bureau Trainings. The 
Board and Office shall have access and be 
authorized to adend PPB trainings as 
observers for the purpose of evaluaAng, 
monitoring, and making recommendaAons to 
PPB regarding training, policy and direcAves. 

M. AdopAon of bylaws. The Board is 
empowered to write its own bylaws covering 
its internal processes not addressed in law. 

<in 35A.010 C>
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1. Establish sub-commidees as appropriate. <not included>

N. AdopAon of rules. The Board and Director 
shall adopt, promulgate, amend and rescind 
rules and procedures required for the 
discharge of the Board’s duAes, including 
policies and procedures for receiving and 
processing complaints, conducAng 
invesAgaAons, and reporAng findings, 
conclusions and discipline procedures. The 
Oversight System may also adopt rules and 
procedures for making raw data available to 
the public. However, the Oversight System 
may not levy any fees for the submission or 
invesAgaAon of complaints. 

35C.010 D. The Director is authorized to 
adopt, amend, and repeal policies, 
procedures, and forms to implement the 
provisions of this Code and CBPA rules, 
including for the discharge of its duAes.

O. Review of closed invesAgaAons. The 
Oversight System shall hire a qualified staff 
member, a team, or independent expert(s) to 
review closed invesAgaAons pertaining to 
officer-involved shooAngs, deaths in custody 
and uses of deadly force that do not result in 
death on an ongoing basis. 

35A.040 E. Oversight System External Audit. 
The Oversight System shall have the authority 
to hire a qualified independent third-party 
expert to audit the Oversight System’s closed 
invesAgaAons and its disciplinary decisions 
pertaining to officer-involved shooAngs, in-
custody deaths, and uses of deadly force that 
do not result in death to assess and provide 
recommendaAons. 
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<not included>

1. For purposes of this secAon, “closed 
invesAgaAon” shall mean that the 
invesAgaAon has been completed, any 
discipline arising from the incident has been 
issued and the involved officer(s)’ grievance 
and appeal rights have been exhausted. 

35A.040 E. For purposes of this secAon, 
“closed invesAgaAon” shall mean that the 
invesAgaAon has been completed, a 
determinaAon was made either not to issue 
discipline or any discipline arising from the 
incident has been issued and the Covered 
Employee’s grievance and appeal rights have 
been exhausted.

2. Consistent with applicable law and 
collecAve bargaining agreements, the 
completed reviews of these closed 
invesAgaAons shall be described in periodic 
reports available to the public and include 
case and invesAgaAve summaries, policy 
implicaAons, and recommendaAons for 
improvements in police and Oversight Board 
policies or pracAces. 

35A.040 E.1. Consistent with applicable law 
and collecAve bargaining agreements, the 
completed reviews of these closed 
invesAgaAons shall be described in periodic 
reports available to the public. Names of any 
individuals, including but not limited to 
Covered Employees or community members 
and complainants, that have not already been 
publicly released by the City will be redacted 
or otherwise changed to maintain privacy. 
(E.g., Employee A, Community Member A, etc.)

3. These deadly force reports will be 
presented to the public and City Council. 
Contemporaneous public tesAmony, including 
oral tesAmony, will be accepted at City Council 
sessions. 

2. These reports will be presented to the 
public and City Council.

P. Review of undesirable police-related 
outcomes (“SenAnel Event Reviews”) 



Sheet1

Page 27

<not included>

<not included>?

<not included>

<not included>

1. The review may involve representaAves 
from law enforcement, the judicial branch, 
forensics, Board members, civil rights lawyers, 
members of the public, and other relevant 
parAcipants. The Board may consider 
provisions to require parAcipaAon in these 
reviews. 

2. The Board will take public comment 
throughout the process. 

Separate from an invesAgaAon regarding 
individual officer misconduct and any related 
disciplinary acAon being proposed, the Board 
may iniAate forward-looking root cause 
systemic reviews of undesirable police-related 
outcomes and develop recommendaAons for 
prevenAng reoccurrence through conAnuous 
process improvements. 

3. The Board will issue a report at the 
conclusion of the review, which may include 
proposed policy recommendaAons. 
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Q. The Board will publish a wriden annual 
report with an ExecuAve Summary by a 
consistent date each year. The report will be 
presented at a public meeAng of the Board 
with public comment and quesAons 
encouraged. The annual report will also be 
presented at a public City Council session with 
oral tesAmony accepted. 

35A.040 F. Annual reports. The CBPA will 
annually publish a wriden report with an 
ExecuAve Summary. The report will be 
presented at a public meeAng of the CBPA. 
The annual report will also be presented at a 
public City Council session.

1. The Annual Report shall include the 
following informaAon: 

35A.040 F1. The Annual Report shall include 
the following informaAon:

a. Overview of the Board, its staff, and its 
funcAons; 

a. Overview of the CBPA, its staff, and its 
funcAons;

b. Summary of recommendaAons submided 
by the Board to the Police Bureau and/or City 
Council regarding changes to policy, direcAves 
or City Code along with status and outcomes 
(accepted/rejected/modified) for each listed 
recommendaAon; 

b. Summary of recommendaAons submided 
by the CBPA to the Police Bureau, and if 
applicable City Council, regarding changes to 
PPB policy and direcAves along with outcomes 
for each listed recommendaAon;
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<not included>

e. Analysis of closed case reviews; <not included>

c. A status update on implementaAon for 
those policy recommendaAons (with an 
emphasis on persistent community concerns) 
which are accepted in whole or in part by the 
Council or Police Bureau; 

c. An implementaAon update for accepted 
policy recommendaAons;

d. Recommended changes to collecAve 
bargaining agreements (if applicable) and 
state or federal law; 

f. Summary of complaints received by the 
Board over the year (including as applicable 
and as consistent with the law and collecAve 
bargaining agreements, the named employee, 
nature of allegaAons, type (as in 35D.060), 
case-handling decision, findings and discipline 
imposed); 

d. Summary of complaints received by the 
CBPA over the year, while not disclosing 
confidenAal informaAon or informaAon 
exempt from disclosure under public records 
laws. All names of Covered Employees and 
community members will be anonymized. 
(E.g., Employee A, Community Member A, 
etc.);        j. Number, percentage, and type of 
informal outcomes, cases not sustained, non-
disciplinary correcAve acAons, and discipline 
decisions that were imposed;
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g. Number of employees who have received 
two or more complaints where their acAons 
were deemed out of policy within one year; 

e. The number of Covered Employees who 
have two or more sustained complaints within 
one year;

h. Number of complainants who filed mulAple 
complaints, and issues that were raised by 
mulAple complaints; 

f. The number of complainants who filed 
mulAple complaints, and issues that were 
raised by mulAple complaints;

i. Demographic profiles of the complainants to 
the extent that informaAon exists or is 
voluntarily provided by the complainants; 

g. Demographic profiles of the complainants 
to the extent that informaAon exists or is 
voluntarily provided by the complainants;

j. Number and percentage of cases that were 
appealed to the Board and the outcomes (i.e., 
whether the findings or case-handling decision 
changed); 

h. Number and percentage of intake 
complaints that were appealed for 
reconsideraAon by the Director and the 
outcome of those appeals;
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<not included>

k. Number and percentage of cases that were 
resolved by informal resoluAon (including 
mediaAon) and the outcomes; 

i. Number and percentage of cases referred to 
mediaAon; [informal resoluAon is in 
subsecAon j: j. Number, percentage, and type 
of informal outcomes, cases not sustained, 
non-disciplinary correcAve acAons, and 
discipline decisions that were imposed;”]

l. Number and percentage of cases referred to 
mediaAon;  

i. Number and percentage of cases referred to 
mediaAon;

m. Number of discipline decisions that were 
grieved under the applicable collecAve 
bargaining agreement or appealed to the Civil 
Service Board and outcome; 

k. Number of discipline decisions that were 
grieved under the applicable collecAve 
bargaining agreement or appealed to the Civil 
Service Board and whether discipline was 
upheld, modified, or overturned;

n. Number and percentage of all complaints 
handled directly by frontline supervisors, 
referred for Supervisor AcAon, Management 
AcAon, training or alternaAve resoluAon; 
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<not included>

o. Number of Ames a PPB employee failed to 
comply with the Board’s request for an 
interview or for the producAon of documents, 
and the number of Ames a PPB sworn 
employee failed to comply with a valid 
subpoena, and whether discipline was 
imposed for any such non-compliance; 

l. Number of Ames a PPB employee failed to 
comply with the CBPA’s request for an 
interview or for the producAon of documents, 
and the number of Ames a PPB sworn 
employee failed to comply with a valid 
subpoena, and whether discipline was 
imposed for any such non-compliance;

p. Number, nature, and sedlement amount of 
civil suits against PPB officers regardless of 
whether the City is a defendant in the 
liAgaAon; 

q. Number of cases involving either uses of 
deadly force or deaths in custody, as well as 
(to the degree allowable by exisAng legal 
standards) details about how the Board 
processed those cases, the outcomes where 
available, and the names of the involved 
parAes; 

m. Number of closed cases involving either 
uses of deadly force or in-custody deaths;

r. Number of cases in which the Board failed to 
complete its administraAve invesAgaAon 
within 6 months of receipt of a complaint of 
misconduct, or discovery of misconduct by 
other means as specified in Code SecAons 
35D.010 through 35D.240; 

n. Number of cases in which the CBPA failed to 
complete its administraAve invesAgaAon 
within 180 days of commencement of an 
invesAgaAon;
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<not included>

o. List of CBPA-member-required training and 
percentage of CBPA members who have 
completed each training.

s. IdenAficaAon of trends with respect to 
officer history, complaint types, and 
frequency, consistency and adequacy of 
discipline imposed; and 

p. IdenAficaAon of trends with respect to 
complaint types and frequency, and 
consistency of correcAve acAon imposed; and

t. Complainant saAsfacAon survey results and 
community feedback. 

q. ParAcipant saAsfacAon survey results and 
community and PPB feedback.

2. In addiAon to its Annual Report, the Board 
may issue quarterly reports to Council. 
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<not included>?R. Public Access to Raw Data. The Oversight 
System shall make raw data available for 
download, inspecAon, and analyses by 
members of the public. “Raw Data” shall be 
redacted as consistent with exisAng legal 
standards and shall include as applicable 
complaints, case-handling decisions, findings, 
discipline, complainant demographics and 
geographic origin of complaints. 

S. The Oversight System shall develop 
interacAve dashboards around the oversight 
data so that it can be visualized in different 
ways. The Oversight System may also display 
policy recommendaAons in a dashboard. 

35A.040 G. Data dashboards The Oversight 
System shall develop interacAve data 
anonymized dashboards.

T. Conduct invesAgaAve interviews of Portland 
Police Bureau employees, consistent with 
applicable law and collecAve bargaining 
agreements. 

35D.040 "A." (A`er K)  All interviews of City 
and PPB employees shall be conducted in
conformance with legal requirements and 
collecAve bargaining provisions.

1. All PPB employees shall be truthful, 
professional, and courteous in all interacAons 
with the Board. No PPB employee shall 
conceal, impede, or interfere with the filing, 
invesAgaAon or resoluAon of a complaint. 
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X. Maintain Working RelaAonships. 

U. The Board may obtain legal advice and 
representaAon from the City Adorney or may 
retain or employ independent legal counsel. If 
the Board retains or employs independent 
legal counsel, the Board shall be the client and 
is enAtled to the benefits and privileges 
thereof. 

35A.040 H. Legal Advice. The CBPA may obtain 
legal advice and representaAon from the City 
Adorney, or may retain or employ outside 
legal counsel in a manner consistent with the 
procedures of City Code 5.68.060.

V. Establish a standard by which the Portland 
Police Bureau reports data to the Oversight 
System, including required aggregated 
informaAon (e.g., use of force cases) and 
frequency (e.g., monthly, quarterly, annually). 

W. The Board and Office may retain or employ 
independent experts, including law 
enforcement experts, as needed to advise on 
any mader under invesAgaAon, review, or 
evaluaAon by the Board or Office. 
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1. The Board and Office shall maintain working 
relaAonships with other parts of City 
government, and collaborate with those 
enAAes to ensure there is no duplicaAon of 
names and Atles, processes and terminology. 

2. The Board and Office will maintain a 
working relaAonship with the PPB Professional 
Standards Division, including staff working on 
the Employee InformaAon System (EIS). 

3. The Board and Office shall maintain a 
working relaAonship with other advisory 
commidees related to police and policing. 
RepresentaAves from the Board and other 
advisory commidees will meet periodically in 
public to discuss emerging issues and policy 
concerns they have encountered in the course 
of their work. If meeAngs are not pracAcal, at 
a minimum they will share by email or other 
means informaAon on those topics among 
themselves. This informaAon will be reported 
back to members of the various advisory 
commidees. They may choose to create joint 
study commidees to research those issues and 
develop joint recommendaAons. 
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4. Other Law Enforcement Agencies. 
Maintenance of the following working 
relaAonships will be beneficial to the Board 
and Office fulfilling their duAes due to police 
collaboraAons and joint operaAons, and police 
acAvity with relaAon to jails, prisons and 
detenAon centers. 

i. The Board and Office shall maintain a 
working relaAonship with the Multnomah, 
Clackamas, and Washington CounAes’ Sheriff’s 
Offices, as well as each county’s correcAons 
agencies, medical examiners’ offices, and with 
oversight groups for those enAAes.

ii. The Board and Office may seek membership 
for a representaAve in Multnomah County’s 
Local Public Safety CoordinaAng Council 
(LPSCC), to assist with developing working 
relaAonships and exchanging informaAon in 
pursue of oversight goals and responsibiliAes. 

iii. The Board and Office shall maintain a 
working relaAonship with the Oregon State 
Police (OSP), including the State Medical 
Examiner’s Office, as well as the Department 
of CorrecAons (DOC), and with oversight 
groups for these enAAes. 
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iv. The Board and Office shall also maintain a 
working relaAonship with law enforcement 
agencies outside of the Portland Police 
Bureau, including but not limited to those 
municipaliAes whose law enforcement officers 
may interact with community members in 
Portland, TriMet police, and private security 
agencies serving in public spaces while acAng 
in an official or unofficial law enforcement 
capacity. 
5. CoordinaAon with District Adorneys’ 
Offices. 

i. In instances where officer misconduct that is 
invesAgated by the Board also results in 
criminal complaints alleging criminal 
misconduct by officers, the Board and Office 
shall coordinate to the extent allowable under 
law with the Multnomah, Clackamas, and 
Washington County District Adorneys’ Offices, 
including informaAon sharing where 
appropriate, which may include access to 
court records and case informaAon perAnent 
to complaints under Board invesAgaAon. To 
ensure officers’ consAtuAonal rights, in no 
case shall compelled tesAmony from officers 
be transferred to any prosecutors’ offices. 
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ii. The Oversight System, working through 
legal counsel, shall coordinate with the District 
Adorneys’ offices to determine appropriate 
disclosure of requested public records, and 
protecAon of confidenAal informaAon, 
including through clarifying and appeal to the 
District Adorneys’ offices. 

6. Sharing of InformaAon with DPSST. The 
Board and Office shall also maintain a working 
relaAonship with the Department of Public 
Safety Standards and Training (DPSST), 
including in a manner consistent with 
applicable law, sharing informaAon about 
cases in which officers were found to have 
commided misconduct and cases in which a 
finding of “training failure” was reached. This 
relaAonship shall benefit the community by 
promoAng improvement in training and 
performance of officers. 7. The Board and Office shall maintain a 
working relaAonship with the state 
Employment RelaAons Board (ERB). This 
relaAonship will be beneficial to the Board for 
understanding arbitraAon and its role in the 
process of addressing allegaAons of officer 
misconduct. 

8. Criminal and Civil Proceedings Involving 
Officer Misconduct. In instances where officer 
misconduct that is invesAgated by the Board 
also results in criminal complaints alleging 
criminal misconduct by or civil lawsuits against 
officers, the Oversight System shall cooperate 
with these judicial proceedings to the extent 
requested and as permided by law. To ensure 
officers’ consAtuAonal rights, in no case shall 
compelled tesAmony from officers be 
transferred to any prosecutors’ offices. 
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35B.010 Oversight Board Membership 35B.010 CBPA Membership 

Y. Alone or in cooperaAon with other city 
agencies/bureaus, the Office will also audit 
police surveillance and other technologies. 
Relevant data from these Board-conducted 
audits will be published, including on online 
dashboards. 

Z. The Office may reach outside city structures 
to complete its work. The Board and Office 
may consider working with law school faculty 
and/or students or other community 
resources. The Director will establish internal 
procedures. 

A. The Board shall consist of thirty-three 
members. 

1. The CBPA shall consist of twenty-one (21) 
members.
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1. The Board shall also have no less than five 
alternates, selected by the Council from 
individuals who apply for Board membership 
and meet the qualificaAons included in this 
Code secAon. 

2. The CBPA shall also have six (6) alternates, 
appointed by Council from individuals who 
apply for CBPA membership and meet the 
qualificaAons included in this Code secAon. … . 
Alternates shall complete all requirements 
necessary to be prepared to act as a 
replacement. …

2. Whenever there is a vacancy on the Board, 
Council will select a successor Board member 
from among the current alternates. 

2. ...Alternates shall be available to serve 
when a CBPA posiAon is vacated… The Council 
shall appoint an alternate to the CBPA when a 
CBPA posiAon is vacated. 

3. Alternates may not serve on panels 
reviewing complaints, nor are they considered 
voAng members of the Board. However, the 
Board may define other responsibiliAes and 
rights of alternates in its bylaws. 

2. ...UnAl appointed as a CBPA member, 
alternates may not serve on the CBPA.

B. Board members and alternates shall be 
appointed to the Board by a vote of the City 
Council. 

B. Appointment process. CBPA members and 
alternates shall be appointed by a vote of the 
City Council. 
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C. Quorum Requirements. 35B.010 C. Quorum Requirements.

1. CBPA members shall be appointed but shall 
not serve on the CBPA unAl passing the 
background check provided for in this SecAon. 
If a person does not pass, or fails to comply 
with, the background check, then Council shall 
appoint another CBPA member.

1. Individual applicaAons shall be referred by 
the Board to City Council based upon its 
review of the qualificaAons and selecAon 
criteria (below). 

2. Council shall review applicaAons of 
nominees to the Board and vote on whether 
to approve each appointment within 45 days 
of receiving the nominaAon. 
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1. Maders AffecAng Full Board: A simple 
majority of Board seats shall consAtute a 
quorum of the Board for decisions about 
procedures, protocols, or other decisions 
affecAng the full Board. 

1. Maders AffecAng Full CBPA: A simple 
majority of the full CBPA shall consAtute a 
quorum of the CBPA for decisions about 
procedures, protocols, or other decisions of 
the CBPA provided for in this Code SecAon. 
Unless otherwise stated in this Code, a simple 
majority of the full CBPA shall vote in favor of 
adopAng procedures, protocols and other 
decisions of the CBPA provided for in this Code 
SecAon for such to go into effect.

2. AdopAon of Bylaws or Other Significant 
Maders AffecAng Full Board: A quorum for 
purposes of adopAng bylaws or other 
significant maders (including a proposed 
recommendaAon to Council to remove a 
Board member) shall be two-thirds of Board 
seats. 

3. Panels (Hearings, Due Process and Appeals): 
Quorum for panels shall be a majority of the 
members of the panel. 

35B.010 C3. CBPA Review Panels: All panel 
members are required to be present to 
establish a quorum. 

4. Sub-Commidees: Sub-Commidees 
established by the Board shall have a defined 
number of members as established by the 
Board. A simple majority of Sub-Commidee 
members shall consAtute a quorum. 
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D. Board members shall be appointed as 
follows: 

1. At a minimum, Board staff shall solicit 
applicaAons to fill vacancies in the Board’s 
membership from the Office of Equity and 
Human Rights, Office of Community and Civic 
Life, the Neighborhood CoaliAon offices, 
Mayor and Council offices, other PPB-focused 
advisory commidees, community 
organizaAons that focus on disciplines 
important to the Board’s work (such as those 
working on racial jusAce, mental health 
advocacy, and houseless organizing, 
nonprofits, other grassroots organizaAons and 
others), and the general public. A`er review 
based on the evaluaAon of each applicant 
against the listed qualificaAon and selecAon 
criteria for Board membership, qualified 
applicants shall be referred to City Council for 
consideraAon and possible appointment. 
a. The Board may create a nominaAng 
commidee to review applicants for Board 
membership prior to referring to the City 
Council for consideraAon for appointment. 
The nominaAng commidee may include 
individuals who are not current Board 
members. 

35B.010 B2. A nominaAng commidee 
comprised of members as listed below shall 
solicit applicants for the CBPA and shall refer 
potenAal CBPA members to City Council based 
on a recommendaAon of a majority of 
nominaAng commidee members. The iniAal 
nominaAng commidee shall be as stated 
below, except in lieu of subparagraph (a) 
below there shall be one member of the 
CiAzen Review Commidee and one Police 
Review Board community member, and in lieu 
of subparagraph (b) below Council shall each 
appoint one member. The nominaAng 
commidee shall be comprised of the following 
members:



Sheet1

Page 45

a. Two CBPA representaAves;

b. One community member from each Council 
district as designated by the Council members 
of that district;

c. One representaAve designated by the Chief 
of Police;
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d. One representaAve from PPA; and

e. One representaAve from PPCOA.

2. QualificaAons and SelecAon Criteria: 
ProspecAve applicants shall be considered for 
vacancies on the Board based upon the 
following qualificaAons and selecAon criteria: 

35B.010 D. QualificaAons and SelecAon 
Criteria: ProspecAve CBPA members shall be 
considered for vacancies on the CBPA based 
upon the following qualificaAons and selecAon 
criteria: 
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a. Individual Board members must live, work, 
play, adend school or worship in the City of 
Portland for at least twelve months prior to 
their appointment. 

1. CBPA members must live or work in the City 
of Portland for at least twelve months prior to 
their appointment.

b. Board members must be representaAve of 
Portland’s diverse populaAon, drawn from 
different socio-economic backgrounds and 
racial, ethnic, gender idenAty, and age groups. 
In order to allow the Board to fulfill its 
responsibiliAes, some members shall 
represent or be knowledgeable of those who 
(1) have encountered systemic racism; (2) 
have been impacted by over-policing policies; 
(3) have mental illness, or substance abuse 
disorders or (4) are houseless. In filling Board 
vacancies from alternates, consideraAon shall 
be given to the current composiAon of the 
Board and appointments shall be made that 
will cause the Board to best reflect the 
demographic make-up of Portland to the 
extent possible. 

2. In making appointments, Council shall make 
provisions to ensure the CBPA’s membership 
includes representaAon from diverse 
communiAes including those with diverse lived 
experiences, parAcularly those who have 
experienced systemic racism and those who 
have experienced mental illness, addicAon, or 
alcoholism.

c. The Board shall include people experienced 
with community outreach; law enforcement 
pracAces; law enforcement oversight; police 
accountability; invesAgaAve procedures; case-
handling and audit procedures; consAtuAonal, 
criminal, or labor law; social jusAce; 
advocaAng for and providing service to 
houseless community members; or other 
relevant professional experience. Altogether, 
there shall be a balance that allows the Board 
as a whole to benefit from the knowledge and 
experAse of its individual members. 
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3. Prerequisites for Appointment: 5. Prerequisites for Service on the CBPA:

d. Individual Board members must have a 
commitment to the need for and 
responsibiliAes of civilian police oversight in 
ensuring that Portland policing pracAces 
comply with state and federal consAtuAonal 
protecAons and other applicable legal 
standards. Individual Board members must 
also have a demonstrated commitment to 
racial jusAce. 

3. Individual CBPA members must have a 
commitment to police accountability, fairness, 
and ensuring that PPB policies do not violate 
state and federal consAtuAonal rights. 
Individual CBPA members must also commit to 
upholding the City’s core values of anA-racism, 
equity, transparency, communicaAon, 
collaboraAon, and fiscal responsibility.

e. Board members must be capable of making 
fair and imparAal decisions based on the 
evidence presented to them in an 
environment where controversy is common. 
Fairness includes considering lived experience, 
the experiences of the community members, 
and of the police officers involved in the case. 

4. CBPA members must be capable of making 
fair, objecAve, and imparAal decisions 
consistent with applicable laws, rules, policies, 
and procedures and based on the evidence 
presented to them in an environment where 
controversy is common.

a. A prospecAve Board member must comply 
with ORS Chapter 244 (Government Ethics) 
and Portland City Code Chapter 1.03 (Code of 
Ethics) and disclose at the Ame of their 
applicaAon any potenAal or actual conflicts of 
interests. 

a. A prospecAve CBPA member must comply 
with ORS Chapter 244 (Government Ethics) 
and Portland City Code Chapter 1.03 (Code of 
Ethics) and disclose at the Ame of their 
applicaAon any potenAal or actual conflicts of 
interests. The City Adorney’s Office shall 
conduct a check of prospecAve CBPA members 
for legal conflicts.
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c. Background Check c. Background Check 

b. The Board member must sign a 
confidenAality agreement. 

b. The CBPA member must sign a 
confidenAality agreement.

Prior to nominaAng any applicant to the City 
Council for appointment to the Board, 
potenAal nominees will undergo a criminal 
background check. The primary purpose of 
this background check is to ensure that Board 
members may access police databases and 
faciliAes necessary to perform their duAes. 
Background checks are not intended to be 
used to exclude people who have important 
lived experience from service on the Board. 

c. Members shall pass a criminal background 
check by an enAty other than the PPB to 
conduct such check.  …

i. Staff shall iniAate a criminal background 
check, and shall use an agency other than the 
PPB itself, or an agency used by PPB for its 
checks. The only excepAon is that staff may 
iniAate a criminal background check through 
the Oregon State Police.

c. Members shall pass a criminal background 
check by an enAty other than the PPB to 
conduct such check. Background checks shall 
comply with all laws, including the Fair Credit 
ReporAng Act. …
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<not included>

ii. Where the substance of an offense that led 
to a previous convicAon would impact the 
applicant’s ability to perform their duAes if 
appointed, the nominaAng enAty shall discuss 
with the prospecAve board member about 
how they would respond to concerns that they 
are unable to fully discharge their duAes. The 
Board may also request a review of the 
criminal record in quesAon by the appropriate 
law enforcement enAty to determine whether 
to grant a waiver to allow the applicant to 
have access to law enforcement databases. 

c. … A background check shall include 
consideraAon of any potenAal CJIS-authorized 
waivers or excepAons for access to protected 
informaAon. …

iii. The nominaAng enAty may opt to pass an 
applicant’s nominaAon to City Council a`er 
this conversaAon and review. 

c. … The Chief AdministraAve Officer unAl 
January 1, 2025, and therea`er the Deputy 
City Administrator assigned to the Oversight 
System will make the final determinaAon as to 
whether an applicant has passed a background 
check.

iv. The nominaAng enAty shall only consider 
potenAally-disqualifying convicAons which 
would impact the applicant’s ability to fully 
perform their duAes if appointed. 

4. RestricAons on Board Membership. The 
following individuals are not eligible for 
service on the Board: 

6. RestricAons on CBPA Membership. The 
following individuals are not eligible for 
service on the CBPA:
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a. An individual currently employed by a law 
enforcement agency; 

a. An individual currently employed by a law 
enforcement agency;

b. An immediate family member of an 
individual currently employed by a law 
enforcement agency; 

b. An immediate family member of an 
individual currently employed by a law 
enforcement agency;

c. Any individual who has a demonstrated bias 
for or against law enforcement; and

c. An individual formerly employed by a law 
enforcement agency; 

d. An individual formerly employed by a law 
enforcement agency.
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<not included>d. An individual who is currently a member of 
any other government-run advisory group, 
board, or commission related to police or 
policing, except for the CiAzen Review 
Commidee and Police Review Board, and any 
other body as defined in the Ordinance(s) 
establishing the Board. 

E. Training Requirements. A Board member 
(and alternates) shall complete these training 
requirements within six (6) months of 
appointment, unless they can show good 
cause for having not done so: 

E. Training and Other Requirements. CBPA 
members and alternates shall complete these 
training and other requirements within six (6) 
months of appointment, unless extended for 
good cause. CBPA members shall not vote on 
AdministraAve InvesAgaAons prior to 
compleAng these requirements unless 
authorizaAon is given by the Deputy City 
Administrator. Such permission shall only 
occur for CBPA members who have made a 
good faith effort to complete the 
requirements herein and there is good cause 
for any missing requirements.1. Complete all paperwork necessary to ensure 

access to City resources, including 
compensaAon and other support services; 

1. Complete all paperwork necessary to ensure 
access to City resources, including 
compensaAon and other support services;

2. Complete orientaAon and training 
applicable to all members of a City advisory 
body; 

2. Complete orientaAon and training 
applicable to all members of a City governing 
body;
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3. Become familiar with the City Charter 
Chapter 2, ArAcle 10, chapters of this Code, 
that address the Board’s roles and 
responsibiliAes; 

3. Become familiar with the City Charter 
Chapter 2, ArAcle 10, and chapters of this 
Code that address the CBPA’s roles and 
responsibiliAes;

4. Receive training on the Board’s history, 
internal structure and processes (including 
bylaws, and rules and procedures); 

4. Receive training on the CBPA’s history, 
internal structure and processes, including 
CBPA bylaws, rules and procedures;

5. Receive training in the legal requirements of 
Oregon’s Public Records and Public MeeAngs 
laws; 

5. Become familiar with applicable federal, 
state, and local laws and rules, including but 
not limited to the United States ConsAtuAon 
and Oregon ConsAtuAon; City Charter; 
collecAve bargaining agreements; ORS 
243.808-.812; ORS 236.350-370; and Oregon 
public records, public meeAngs, and ethics 
laws; and done in consultaAon with the City 
Adorney’s Office;

6. Training and requirements for access to 
police databases, including any annual 
renewal requirements;
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6. Receive training about the Portland Police 
Bureau, including the following: its history, 
procedures, the relevant provisions of the 
City’s collecAve bargaining agreements with 
the Portland Police AssociaAon (“PPA”) and 
Portland Police Commanding Officers 
AssociaAon (“PPCOA”) and as applicable other 
represented City employees; and receive a 
briefing on the sedlement agreement in the 
case of United States v. City of Portland, Case 
No. 3:12-CV-02265-SI, all related court orders 
for so long as they remain in effect and a 
discussion of the historical policing pracAces 
addressed in the liAgaAon; 

7. Receive instrucAon about PPB’s history, 
procedures, policy development process, and 
PPB’s training on de-escalaAon, equity, bias-
based policing, and crisis intervenAon; (From 
5. ) collecAve bargaining agreements

8. ParAcipate in at least one PPB "ride-along" 
and PPB community academy;

7. Training about how civilian oversight of law 
enforcement funcAons;  

9. Adend training on naAonal best pracAces 
for civilian oversight of law enforcement 
misconduct;
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<not included>

8. Training about the City’s Civil Service Board, 
and other relevant City personnel policies and 
procedures; 

10. Receive training about the City’s Civil 
Service Board; 
11. Receive training on relevant City personnel 
policies and procedures, procedural jusAce, 
and equity and implicit bias; 

12. Receive training on using video footage in 
administraAve or force invesAgaAons, 
limitaAons of video evidence, human 
performance dynamics and limitaAons, and 
cogniAve interviewing techniques; and

9. Receive training in basic principles of 
consAtuAonal due process, consAtuAonal civil 
rights guaranteed to all people as such rights 
are affected by law enforcement, and 
administraAve hearing procedures; 

10. Receive training in the legal requirements 
for maintaining the confidenAality of 
personnel records and other confidenAal 
documents or informaAon. 

13. Receive training in the legal requirements 
for maintaining the confidenAality of 
personnel records and other confidenAal 
documents or informaAon.
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<not included>

F. Term Lengths and Renewability. F. Term Lengths and Renewability.

The OCPA shall ensure training is offered at 
least annually for CBPA members and 
alternates.

The Oversight Board shall review its own 
training structures and curriculum on a regular 
basis and may revise these training 
requirements, including establishing a peer 
training component and establish a list of 
responsibiliAes and topics to be covered 
during peer training. 

1. Board members shall each serve a term of 
three years, subject to reappointment by 
Council. 

1. CBPA members and alternates shall each 
serve a term of three years, unless 
reappointed by Council. An alternate CBPA 
member appointed to a CBPA vacancy shall 
serve the remainder of the vacant term.
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<not included>

1. IniAal appointment lengths may be 
staggered.

2. Upon expiraAon of the term, a Board 
member shall serve unAl re-appointed or 
replaced or removed by Council. 

3. A Board member may apply to renew their 
term twice, and will be considered for the 
posiAon. The Board will establish procedures 
to allow Board members to seek 
reappointment. 

2. CBPA members and alternates may apply to 
renew their term and will be considered for 
the posiAon by the CBPA nominaAng 
commidee.

4. Board Member Leave of Absence. A Board 
member may be granted a leave of absence, if 
needed, for good cause, including in instances 
of illness or injury or other personal hardship. 

3. A CBPA member may be granted a leave of 
absence for good cause as approved by the 
Bureau of Human Resources, including in 
instances of illness, injury, or other personal 
hardship.
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G. Board Member Support and CompensaAon G. CBPA Member Support and CompensaAon

35B.020 ResignaAon and Removal from CBPA

Board members shall be eligible for 
compensaAon subject to applicable law, City 
policy, and rulemaking. This compensaAon can 
be up to the maximum allowable for 
volunteers under applicable law. In addiAon, 
Board members shall be reimbursed for 
expenses associated with service on the 
Board. The Board may establish non-financial 
support systems within or outside of City 
structures to support Board members. The 
Board shall establish processes, systems, and 
applicable amounts and/or limits for member 
support and compensaAon in its Bylaws and 
AdministraAve Rules. The Board shall regularly 
review details of its member support and 
compensaAon, and revise as needed. 

1. CBPA members shall be eligible for 
compensaAon subject to applicable law, City 
policy,  and rulemaking. This compensaAon 
may be up to the maximum allowable for 
volunteers under applicable law, subject to 
City Council approval.  2. AddiAonal 
reimbursement to CBPA members for 
expenses associated with service on the CBPA 
may be authorized, subject to City Council 
approval. The CBPA may establish non-
financial support systems within or outside of 
City structures to support CBPA members, 
subject to City Council approval.

35B.020 ResignaDon and Removal from Board 
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<not included>

<not included>

A. A Board member may resign prior to the 
expiraAon of their term with wriden noAce to 
the Board and the Council. 

A. A CBPA member may resign prior to the 
expiraAon of their term and shall
provide wriden noAce to the CBPA and the 
Director.

1. A Board member seeking elecAon or 
appointment to a public office shall inform 
Board leadership of their intent to seek office. 
A Board member seeking elecAon or 
appointment to a public office that will give 
rise to a conflict of interest shall resign their 
Board membership at the Ame of their 
appointment or elecAon. Depending upon the 
posiAon which they are pursuing, the Board 
member may be required to disclose a conflict 
of interest upon their decision to run for office 
or seek appointment. An individual Board 
member who resigns to seek other public 
office may re-apply for a future Board vacancy 
upon conclusion of holding the other public 
office. 

2. Upon this noAficaAon, the Council must 
consider the posiAon vacant and eligible for 
the Council to appoint a new member from 
the alternates to serve for the remainder of 
the vacaAng member’s term. In filling Board 
vacancies, consideraAon shall be given to the 
current composiAon of the Board and 
appointments shall be made that will cause 
the Board to best reflect the demographic 
make-up of Portland to the extent possible. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

B. City Council may remove a Board member 
for cause. 

B. City Council may remove a CBPA member 
for cause. 

1. A member must immediately noAfy the 
Board and cease further parAcipaAon on the 
Board, pending a vote of removal by the 
Council, if any of the following circumstances 
occur during the member’s term: 

a. the member is incarcerated in any jail or 
prison and unable to complete their 
responsibiliAes as a Board member; or 

b. the member is convicted during the 
member’s term of a criminal offense that 
would preclude the member from conAnuing 
to perform their duAes. 
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<not included>

b. Unexcused absence; 

2. The Council’s consideraAon of the removal 
and replacement of the member pursuant to 
this secAon must occur within 45 days 
following the Council’s receipt of noAce under 
this subsecAon. 

3. Cause for removal includes but is not 
limited to: 

From B: Cause for removal may include, but is 
not limited to:

a. Official Misconduct (See ORS 162.405-
162.415); 

1. Official Misconduct (See ORS 162.405-
162.415);

2. Repeated and excessive unavailability for 
service, including unexcused absences, failure 
to parAcipate, or inacAvity;
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3. Excessive excused absences;c. Excessive excused absences (including 
unforeseen events, health reasons, being out 
of town, or missed meeAngs due to conflicts of 
interest); 

d. Failure to Amely disclose an actual conflict 
of interest which prevents the Board member 
from performing their responsibiliAes; 

4. Failure to Amely disclose an actual conflict 
of interest;

e. Loss of eligibility: No longer meeAng any of 
the requirements such as live, work, play, 
adend school, or worship in the City of 
Portland (as outlined in Code secAon 35B.010 
D2a); 

5. Loss of eligibility to serve, including no 
longer meeAng any of the requirements such 
as living or working in the City of Portland;

f. Unmet minimum parAcipaAon, or workload 
requirement; 

[in 2: Repeated and excessive unavailability for 
service, including unexcused absences, failure 
to parAcipate, or inacAvity;]
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g. Breach of confidenAality agreement; 8. Breach of confidenAality;

7. Failure to read enAre case files and 
adequately prepare for Reviews;

12. Conduct that consAtutes an improper 
disclosure of private informaAon as defined in 
ORS 30.835; or [Note: seems redundant with 
8]

9. ObjecAve demonstraAon of bias for or 
against the police;
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h. InacAvity in Board acAviAes including 
subcommidee work or hearing, appeals, 
misconduct, or due process panel 
parAcipaAon; 

[in 2: Repeated and excessive unavailability for 
service, including unexcused absences, failure 
to parAcipate, or inacAvity;]

i. Failure to complete training within 6 months 
of appointment unless good cause exists to 
excuse this; 

10. Failure to adend scheduled training or to 
complete training within six (6) months of 
appointment or a`er any granted extensions;

j. Misconduct, such as harassment, 
discriminaAon, and retaliaAon; or  

11. Misconduct, such as harassment, 
discriminaAon, or retaliaAon;

k. Any other cause which impacts the Board’s 
effecAve operaAons, standing or 
independence. 

13. Any other cause which impacts the CBPA’s 
effecAve operaAons.
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<not included>4. Other reasons for removal could include 
death, or incapacitaAon. 

C. The Deputy City Administrator or designee 
shall confirm eligibility to serve on the CBPA 
not less than annually. 

C. The Bureau of Human Resources shall 
invesAgate allegaAons of misconduct 
regarding Board members, and communicate 
their findings to the Oversight Board. In 
instances where the complaint of misconduct 
is sustained, Council may remove a member. 

D. The Bureau of Human Resources shall 
invesAgate allegaAons of misconduct 
regarding CBPA members and communicate 
their findings to City Council. …

D. Removal of a Board member prior to the 
end of their term requires a majority vote of 
City Council. Removal of a Board member may 
occur upon a recommendaAon from BHR, a 
recommendaAon of the Board, or upon 
Council’s own moAon. The Board retains 
discreAon to suspend a member, or place 
them on leave, pending acAon by Council. 

The BHR Director may recommend, and the 
Deputy City Administrator may suspend, a 
CBPA member from duAes pending the 
resoluAon of the allegaAons.
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35B.030 MeeDngs of the Board <not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

In conducAng its meeAngs and hearings, the 
Board shall comply with all requirements of 
Oregon Public MeeAngs Law (ORS 192.610 
through 192.710). 

A. Proper noAce, agendas, meeAngs 
summaries, and meeAng materials will be 
made available to the public in a Amely way. 

B. The Board shall hold regular meeAngs open 
to the public and offer Ame for community 
input, including through public comment, 
tesAmony, or other means. At public 
meeAngs, public comment will be allowed at a 
minimum before key decisions are made, 
consistent with applicable law. Public 
involvement in hearings is addressed in 
35D.190 and 35D.200. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

C. The Board may also hold special meeAngs of 
the full Board or sub-commidees as necessary. 

D. The Director will provide wriden updates at 
full Board meeAngs with informaAon on the 
status of invesAgaAons and of those 
conducted by the Police Bureau. 

E. The Board will regularly host the Police 
Chief, Mayor and other relevant officials at its 
public meeAngs. 

F. While maders may be addressed in 
execuAve session, consistent with the law, any 
final acAon or final decision by the Board shall 
be made in open session. 

35D.060 F3. Once consensus is reached, a 
formal vote shall be taken in public session. 
The formal vote shall occur as follows: 
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35B.040 Board Budget 35B.030 CBPA Budget

<not included>

A. The Board shall have a publicly disclosed 
budget. 

A. The CBPA’s budget shall be a publicly 
disclosed, …

1. As per Charter 2-1004, “funding for the 
Board shall be proporAonal to no less than 5 
percent of the Police Bureau’s Annual 
OperaAons Budget.” 

B. Council shall adopt a budget at the 
conclusion of the budget cycle that is 
proporAonal to five percent (5%) of the 
concurrently adopted PPB annual operaAng 
budget.

2. The Board will have discussions in public 
about how to allocate its budget, and, at its 
discreAon, may appoint an independent 
budget advisory commidee from the 
community. 
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<not included>

35C.010 Director SelecDon and Removal 

B. A`er evaluaAon of its budget, the Board 
shall be able to request a larger budget 
allocaAon as part of the City’s annual budget 
process. 

C. The Director shall comply with the City’s 
purchasing procedures and except as 
otherwise provided here, the Director shall 
have sole discreAon in choosing staff persons, 
contractors, and other employees and in 
making other decisions about expenses. The 
Board may require that the Director make 
certain hiring/purchasing decisions only with 
the Board’s approval. 

[From A] … and shall comply with all State, 
City, Procurement, and City Budget Office 
budget requirements.

35C.010 Director Roles, ResponsibiliDes, and 
DelegaDon
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<not included>

A. The Board shall hire a Director for the Office 
of Community-based Police Accountability 
(“OCPA” or “Office”) who shall be appointed 
by, and serve at the will and pleasure of the 
Board. As specified by Charter, and consistent 
with these procedures, the selecAon process 
for the Director shall be done through a 
community process led by the Board. 

A. The CBPA shall hire a Director … . The 
Director is a “Bureau Director” for purposes of 
Charter secAon Exhibit B 4-301 and shall be 
appointed by, and serve at the will and 
pleasure of, the CBPA. … 

B. The Board shall select the Director of the 
OCPA, in accordance with the City’s human 
resource policies and rules and any other 
applicable laws, by the following process: 

1. A subset of the Board (“Hiring commidee”) 
shall work with the Director of the Bureau of 
Human Resources (BHR) or designee to create 
a job posAng that comports with the necessary 
and desired qualificaAons for a Director; 

[From A] ...The same nominaAng commidee 
that provides recommendaAons for CBPA 
member appointments will review applicants 
for Director and make recommendaAons for 
consideraAon by the CBPA. ...



Sheet1

Page 71

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. In coordinaAon with the Bureau of Human 
Resources, the Hiring Commidee shall assess 
minimum qualificaAons by screening 
applicants and resumes, and the Hiring 
Commidee shall select at least three 
candidates best qualified to interview. The 
Hiring Commidee may choose to involve 
community members in the screening process. 

3. The full Board shall interview the candidates 
and the top scoring candidate will be moved 
forward; 

4. At that meeAng or the next appropriate 
meeAng, the Board shall vote whether to 
appoint the top scoring candidate; 

5. If the top candidate is not appointed, then 
the Hiring Commidee shall present the next 
top scoring candidate to the Board for 
consideraAon and a vote. The selecAon 
process shall conAnue as stated unAl the 
Board votes to appoint a candidate as the 
Director; this shall include reopening the 
recruitment process if none of the interviewed 
candidates are appointed. 
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<not included>

D. Director QualificaAons. 

<not included>

<not included>

C. The hiring procedures described in secAon 
B, above, are intended to comply with ORS 
192.660(2)(a). 

At a minimum, the Director shall possess the 
following necessary and desired qualificaAons: 

1. Be well-equipped to analyze problems of 
administraAon, and public policy;  
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. Working knowledge in criminal jusAce 
sufficient for the powers and duAes of the 
Office; 

3. Experience and knowledge working with 
communiAes impacted by police misconduct; 

4. Be trauma-informed, possess an equity lens, 
and have experience engaging the community 
in collecAve decision making; and

5. The Director shall possess other necessary 
and desired qualificaAons for the posiAon as 
idenAfied by the Board. 
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<not included>E. As part of its role in managing the Director, 
the Board shall, at a minimum, conduct annual 
performance reviews. 

F. The Director shall serve at will and may be 
removed from office by a vote of a 
supermajority of the Board (to be determined 
by the Board according to its procedures). The 
decision of whether to remove a Director shall 
be in the Board’s sole discreAon and may be 
for any reason. 

35B.010 C2. Removal: Removal of the OCPA 
Director shall require a “yes” vote of two-
thirds of the full CBPA.

35C.020 Director Roles, ResponsibiliDes, and 
DelegaDon 

A. The Director shall manage the professional 
administraAve staff and professional 
invesAgators, and make operaAonal and 
administraAve decisions for the Office. 

35C.010 C. The Director shall make operaAonal 
and administraAve decisions for the OCPA. 
From 35C.010 A: manage the professional 
administraAve staff and professional 
invesAgators, and to make operaAonal and 
administraAve decisions
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<included elsewhere>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

B. The Director may appoint other personnel 
necessary to carry out the duAes of the Office, 
keeping within the adopted budget for the 
Office. 

1. The Director shall hire an 
auditor/monitor/inspector-general, who will 
be in charge of audiAng records and other 
aspects of the accountability system. 

a. Audits conducted by staff will include but 
not be limited to police pracAces, policies, 
training, and direcAves, including regular 
audits of police communicaAons with the 
public (news releases, social media, etc.). 

b. Board members will be involved in the 
hiring of the auditor/monitor/inspector-
general and parAcipate in, at minimum, annual 
performance reviews for this posiAon. 
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<not included>

<not included>

a. Policy work; <not included>

2. The Director shall hire legal counsel to 
provide legal advice for the Board and staff 
separate from the City Adorney’s office. 

a. Board members will be involved in the 
hiring of legal counsel and parAcipate in 
performance reviews for this posiAon. 

3. Professional staff of the Oversight System 
shall be appointed by and serve under the 
direcAon of the Director. The Director shall 
hire part or full-Ame staff members focusing 
exclusively or in a combinaAon on the 
following: 

35C.010 A … Professional staff of the Oversight 
System shall be appointed by and serve under 
the direcAon of the Director. Such 
appointment and service shall comport with 
all City and classified service requirements.



Sheet1

Page 77

b. MediaAon; <implied elsewhere>

c. InvesAgaAon; <implied elsewhere>

d. Hearings support; <not included>

e. Records; <not included>
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f. Outreach/Community Engagement;  <implied elsewhere>

g. Intra-governmental affairs; <not included>

h. Data analysis; <not included>

i. Equity and inclusion; <not included>
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j. Public affairs/communicaAons; and <not included>

<implied elsewhere>

<implied elsewhere>

<implied elsewhere>

k. Other administraAve staff and personnel as 
necessary for the Board and Office’s 
funcAoning, including to assist Board 
members. 

C. The Director shall ensure that a qualified 
staff person goes directly to the scene of an 
officer deadly force incident and other 
incidents which may involve police misconduct 
needing immediate adenAon. 

D. The Director shall protect the 
confidenAality of Board members, 
complainants, officers, and witnesses 
consistent with the requirements of Oregon 
Public Records law. Consistent with the law, 
disclosures may be necessary to enable the 
Director to carry out their duAes, to comply 
with applicable collecAve bargaining 
agreements, where the public interest 
requires disclosure in a parAcular instance, or 
other reasons consistent with the law. 
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<not included>

E. The Director is authorized to adopt, amend, 
and repeal rules, procedures, and forms to 
implement the provisions of this Chapter 
including for the discharge of duAes, including 
policies and procedures for receiving and 
processing complaints, conducAng 
invesAgaAons and hearings, and reporAng 
findings, conclusions and recommendaAons. 
All such policies shall be sent to the Board for 
its review and feedback prior to beginning the 
public comment period (if applicable). 

35C.010 D. The Director is authorized to 
adopt, amend, and repeal policies, 
procedures, and forms to implement the 
provisions of this Code and CBPA rules, 
including for the discharge of its duAes.

1. Before adopAng, amending, or repealing a 
rule, the Director must noAfy interested 
parAes and hold a public comment period. 
Such noAce, which may be provided by mail or 
electronic means, such as posAng on the 
Office’s website, must be published at least 33 
days before the close of the public comment 
period. The noAce must include instrucAons 
on how an interested party may comment on 
the proposed rule, a brief descripAon of the 
subjects covered by the proposed rule and 
how to access the full text of the proposed 

From City’s 35A.010 C. The CBPA shall subject 
all of its administraAve rules, policies and 
procedures, and bylaws to a community input 
period that shall last not less than 30 days, 
except that the CBPA may adopt policies, 
procedures, and bylaws in an urgent situaAon 
that shall be in effect no longer than 90 days 
and therea`er shall follow the community 
input process. 

2. During the public comment period, the 
Director will receive wriden comments 
concerning the proposed rule. At the 
conclusion of the public comment period, the 
Director will either adopt the proposed rule, 
modify it, or reject it, taking into consideraAon 
the comments received. If a substanAal 
modificaAon is made, an addiAonal public 
comment period will be held. Unless 
otherwise stated, all rules are effecAve upon 
adopAon by the Director. Copies of all current 
rules will be posted on the Office’s website. 
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<not included>

35C.030 Staff Training and QualificaDons 35C.020 Staff Training and QualificaDons

3. Notwithstanding SubsecAons 1. and 2., the 
Director may adopt an interim rule without 
prior public noAce upon a finding that failure 
to act promptly will result in serious prejudice 
to the public interest or the interest of the 
affected parAes, staAng the specific reasons 
for such prejudice. An interim rule adopted 
pursuant to this SubsecAon is effecAve for a 
period of no longer than six (6) months. The 
Director may extend the interim rule past the 
six (6) months for good cause, as determined 
in the Board’s sole discreAon. 

F. The Director may delegate to a designee any 
or all duAes or responsibiliAes. 

35C.010 E. The Director may delegate to a 
designee any or all duAes or responsibiliAes.

A. Staff shall be trained on issues specific to 
their roles, such as:

A. All OCPA employees shall be trained on the 
following areas of training that are required 
for CBPA members in Code secAon 35B.010(E)
(3)-(9), and (11)-(13). 
C. InvesAgators shall also complete training in: 
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1. CBPA policies and direcAves; 

2. Interviewing, 2. Interviewing techniques;

3. Evidence, <not included>

4. PPB patrol training and tacAcs, <not included>

1. PPB and Board policies and direcAves, 
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5. PPB and Board operaAons, <not included>

<not included>

3. Trauma-informed service delivery; and

<not included>

6. Legal issues including stops, frisks, and 
searches.  

7. Trauma-informed service delivery, focused 
on interviewing and other community 
interacAons. 

8. AnA-racism, anA-bias, cultural competency, 
and collaboraAve decision-making; and 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

9. Other training needs as idenAfied by the 
Director. 

4. Other relevant training needs as idenAfied 
by the Director.

B. Minimum experience requirements. While 
the Director has authority in hiring staff, the 
following shall be considered in their hiring 
process: 

1. The Director, in consultaAon with the 
Bureau of Human Resources including 
evaluaAng experience requirements of 
comparable posiAons, may specify a minimum 
number of years of experience required for 
each posiAon, such as invesAgators. The 
minimum number of years of experience shall 
not exceed five years, and the experience 
requirement should not be a barrier to 
consideraAon of otherwise qualified 
applicants. C. Preferred qualificaAons for Office staff shall 
include working with community; being versed 
in contemporary legal topics related to 
policing; public defense or civil rights 
backgrounds; and invesAgaAve, policy, and/or 
management skills such as civilian homicide 
invesAgaAon cerAficaAon and use of force 
experAse. InvesAgaAve backgrounds can 
include Child Services, personnel, safety, 
housing, and medical and insurance 
invesAgaAons. 
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35C.040 Staff community engagement 35C.030 Staff Community Engagement

<not included>

<not included>

A. The Board shall conduct public educaAon on 
the role of the oversight system and 
community members’ rights, keeping the 
community informed of its acAviAes, how to 
file complaints and seek recourse in case of 
retaliaAon, and receive input. 

A. The CBPA shall conduct public educaAon on 
the role of the Oversight System and 
community members’ rights, keeping the 
community informed of its acAviAes, how to 
file complaints, and receive input.

B. Where appropriate, oversight staff shall 
train trainers who can go into specific 
communiAes and train in ways that work for 
those groups, in addiAon to the Board training 
the public at large directly.

C. Staff shall set up community engagement 
events, which may involve the Board members 
when available. 
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<not included>

<not included>

D. The outreach shall be conducted in ways 
that are accessible in terms of language, 
abiliAes, and other consideraAons. 

B. The outreach shall be conducted in ways 
that are accessible in terms of language, 
abiliAes, and other consideraAons.

E. CommuniAes to engage shall include youth 
and community partners, immigrant 
communiAes including people of 
undocumented status, people with mental 
illness, and other communiAes 
disproporAonately affected by police 
misconduct. 

F. Outreach locaAons shall include but not be 
limited to schools, libraries, community 
organizaAons, neighborhood meeAngs, and 
organizaAons serving the houseless 
populaAon. 

G. Community engagement shall include 
discussions on how to improve police pracAces 
and policy, which includes soliciAng 
community input. These discussions may 
include local, state, and federal laws and 
policies, not solely Police Bureau policies. 

C. Community engagement shall include 
discussions on how to improve police pracAces 
and policy, which includes soliciAng 
community input.
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<not included>

35D.010 Elements of AdministraDve Process

H. The oversight system shall conduct 
educaAon on its acAviAes for law enforcement 
personnel and bargaining unit representaAves. 

(Unnumbered from 35C.030) Educate the 
public about the processes of the Oversight 
System and the correcAve acAon goals.

35D.010 Basic Elements of AdministraDve 
InvesDgaDons 

A. Beyond the basic elements listed here and 
in other parts of this Code, the Oversight 
System shall develop invesAgaAve procedures 
to provide guidance for staff operaAons and 
shall train staff on these procedures. 

A. Beyond the requirements listed here and in 
other parts of this Code, the Oversight System 
shall develop rules and procedures for 
receiving and processing complaints, 
conducAng invesAgaAons, reporAng of 
findings, conclusions and recommendaAons, 
and taking of disciplinary acAon …
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<not included>

B. InvesAgaAons shall comply with federal and 
state consAtuAons and laws, city charter, 
Oversight System rules and regulaAons 
including AdministraAve Rules adopted by 
Bureau (ARBs), relevant collecAve bargaining 
agreements, and the NaAonal AssociaAon for 
Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement 
(NACOLE) ethics code. For non-represented 
sworn officers of the Portland Police Bureau, 
invesAgaAons shall be conducted in a manner 
that is consistent with applicable law and the 
officer’s employment status. 

(From A) … consistent with any binding 
disciplinary rules and applicable collecAve 
bargaining agreements or statewide 
standards.

C. In all invesAgaAons involving Officer 
Involved ShooAngs and other cases which may 
involve criminal misconduct, officers shall 
receive Garrity warnings that they are being 
compelled to tesAfy for administraAve 
invesAgaAon, and the content of the interview 
cannot be used in a criminal proceeding. 

C. No CBPA member or OCPA employee may 
disclose any compelled statements taken 
pursuant to this Code SecAon, any evidence 
derived from those statements, or any 
informaAon whatsoever gathered as part of 
the use of deadly force or in-custody death 
invesAgaAon to anyone outside of the CBPA or 
OCPA unAl the conclusion of any and all 
criminal proceedings against the Covered 
Employee.

D. InvesAgaAons must be conducted in a 
manner that is ethical, independent, thorough, 
Amely, fair, and imparAal. 

B. InvesAgaAons must be conducted in a 
manner that is ethical, independent, thorough, 
Amely, fair, and imparAal.

E. InvesAgaAons shall follow these steps and 
shall include, if these elements exist and are 
reasonably available: 
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<not included>

a. of the nature of the invesAgaAon;  <not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. When an invesAgaAon begins, except for 
informaAon that would compromise the 
integrity of the invesAgaAon, an officer shall 
be informed in wriAng: 

b. whether the officer is a witness or an 
involved party; and 

c. other informaAon necessary to reasonably 
inform the involved officer of the nature of the 
allegaAons, including the Ame, date, and 
locaAon of the incident (if known). 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

5. Site visits as deemed appropriate. <not included>

2. Interviews of the complainant, officer(s), 
and witness(es); 

3. Gathering evidence including photos, 
videos, proof of injuries and other relevant 
medical records; 

4. Examining police roll calls, logs, 
assignments, and other relevant informaAon; 
and 
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F. Interview Guidelines: 35D.01 C. Interviews

1. Interviews with officers shall all be recorded 
and conducted in a manner that is consistent 
with the applicable collecAve bargaining 
agreement. 

1. Interviews with Covered Employees shall be 
audio-only recorded and conducted in a 
manner that is consistent with state law and 
any applicable collecAve bargaining 
agreement.

2. Interviews with community members will be 
recorded, unless the community member 
requests not to be recorded. In these 
instances, the request by the community 
member shall be documented, and a 
stenographer will be enlisted to ensure the 
interviewee’s answers are captured 
accurately. 

2. Interviews with Complainants and witnesses 
shall be audio-only recorded.

a. However, a community member concerned 
about confidenAality of certain informaAon 
may request that parts of their transcript be 
redacted for confidenAality purposes, so long 
as the redacAon does not interfere with the 
ability to fully invesAgate or the due process 
or other contractual rights of the officer. In 
these cases, the City shall treat the 
informaAon as submided confidenAally to the 
extent permided by law. 

a. When a Complainant or witness is 
concerned about public release of their 
informaAon, they may request that the 
informaAon be treated as confidenAal. The 
CBPA may adopt a rule for handling of such 
informaAon consistent with Oregon Public 
Records laws.



Sheet1

Page 92

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

3. Civilian interviews can take place at 
locaAons other than the oversight system’s 
offices. 

G. An invesAgaAon shall be completed even if 
an officer reAres, resigns, or is terminated. 

3. InvesAgaAons shall be completed even if an 
officer reAres, resigns, or is terminated.

H. The Board will invesAgate complaints 
submided anonymously and complaints with 
unidenAfied officers to the full extent possible. 
If necessary, such complaints will be le` open 
pending idenAfying the person(s) involved, in a 
manner consistent with other provisions of 
this Code, applicable law, and collecAve 
bargaining agreements. 

I. If during the invesAgaAon, invesAgators 
decide that there is not enough informaAon to 
finish the invesAgaAon, the invesAgator shall 
close the invesAgaAon on this basis. (This is 
considered a “decision not to invesAgate”) The 
complainant has the right to appeal that 
finding as outlined in this Code (35D.240) by 
providing further informaAon. 
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<not included>

35D.020 Timelines for CompleDon 35D.020 Timelines for CompleDon

<not included>

J. Staff shall review all misconduct 
invesAgaAons to ensure they are complete 
before they are sent to the Board to make 
findings and determine discipline. 

A. InvesAgaAons shall be completed within 6 
months. InvesAgaAons may extend past 6 
months and conAnue unAl resolved consistent 
with applicable law. 

The CBPA shall adopt an administraAve rule 
regarding the Amelines for compleAon of 
invesAgaAons and any maders related to 
discipline.

1. If invesAgators are unable to meet these 
Ameframe targets, the staff shall undertake 
and provide a wriden review of the process 
for the Board to idenAfy the source of the 
delays and implement an acAon plan for 
reducing future delays. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

B. Informal complaints shall be resolved in 60 
days or less. 

C. The Amelines listed in paragraphs (A) and 
(B) may be extended if more Ame is needed, 
including at the request of a complainant 
and/or their adorney, consistent with 
applicable law. 

D. The invesAgaAve staff shall inform the 
Board, the complainant (and their assigned 
complaint navigators) and the officer(s) (and 
their support persons) if an invesAgaAon goes 
beyond the mandated Ameline. They shall also 
inform the officer’s supervisor, the Chief of 
Police, and other officials who may be involved 
in the discipline process. 

E. InvesAgaAons related to use of deadly force 
and deaths in custody (as defined in 35D.060) 
shall be prioriAzed for compleAon. 
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<not included>

<not included>

35D.030 Providing informaDon to 
complainants 

A. During intake, the complainant shall be 
informed of any obligaAons the Board may 
have to report something that is stated to 
them as part of a complaint and to provide the 
complaint itself to the involved officer where 
required by law or collecAve bargaining 
agreement. Except as otherwise required by 
law, the Board shall not turn over any 
admission of civil violaAons, criminal conduct, 
or criminal intent unless there is an imminent 
threat of harm to the complainant or others. 
That part of the invesAgaAon or interview 
which could incriminate the complainant in 
criminal proceedings will be considered 
confidenAal. 
1. During intake, staff shall not express 
opinions about the complainant or the truth 
or merit of their allegaAons. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. However, if the staff conducAng intake has 
some kind of bias or conflict regarding the 
complaint, complainant, or nature of the 
allegaAons, they shall disclose that bias. At 
that point, the Director or designee shall 
assign another staff member to complete the 
intake. 

3. If they perceive bias, complainants may 
request another staff person to complete the 
intake. 

B. The Board shall provide Complainants with 
records of their complaint, including: 

1. ConfirmaAon of the receipt of the 
complaint, including a summary of the 
allegaAons; 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. Literature about the Board and its process 
including explanaAon of confidenAality issues; 

3. If appropriate, a medical release form for 
records related to the complaint; 

4. NoAce if the invesAgaAon cannot be 
completed in the Ameline required by this 
Code; 

5. NoAce of compleAon of the invesAgaAon in 
a final report; and 
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<implied elsewhere>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

6. A survey about their experience with the 
complaint system. 

C. The Board shall make informaAon about the 
complaint available to the complainant online. 

D. The complainant shall be provided as much 
informaAon about their complaint as possible, 
consistent with applicable law, even if some 
material has to be redacted. 

1. The complaint navigator shall have access to 
all available records in order to best advise the 
complainant, even informaAon the 
complainant or their support people are not 
legally authorized to access. Such materials 
may also be redacted to comply with 
applicable law. 
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<not included>

<not included>

35D.040 Referral of criminal invesDgaDons 35D.030 D Criminal InvesDgaDons.

E. The oversight system shall not charge any 
fees to complainants for access to informaAon 
about their complaint. 

F. Board communicaAon with a complainant 
shall not be made by postcard or other means 
of wriden communicaAon that jeopardizes the 
complainant’s privacy. 

1. If a criminal invesAgaAon has been iniAated 
against the involved member, or during the 
course of an Oversight System administraAve 
invesAgaAon a basis for conducAng a criminal 
invesAgaAon arises, the Oversight System 
Exhibit B shall immediately advise the City 
Adorney or designee prior to iniAaAng or 
conAnuing an administraAve invesAgaAon.
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35D.050 Who May File 

2. The Oversight System shall toll the 
administraAve invesAgaAon while the criminal 
invesAgaAon is ongoing except where the 
administraAve invesAgaAon will not interfere 
with the criminal invesAgaAon.

The Board has the authority to refer cases to 
the District Adorney or other authority for 
criminal invesAgaAon when the incident or 
allegaAons indicate possible criminal acAvity 
by the officer(s). To ensure officers’ 
consAtuAonal rights, in no case shall 
compelled tesAmony from officers be 
transferred by the oversight system. 

3. In no event shall the Oversight System 
interview the Covered Employee, outside of 
the iniAal administraAve invesAgatory 
interview in an instance of deadly force or an 
in-custody death, unAl the enAty invesAgaAng 
the criminal charges advises the Oversight 
System that such interview will not interfere 
with the criminal invesAgaAon. The Oversight 
System shall take all steps necessary to meet 
consAtuAonal requirements and comply with 
exisAng provisions of City labor agreements.

4. The Oversight System will have no role or 
responsibility in conducAng criminal 
invesAgaAons of any kind.
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<is this covered in 35D.030 A?>

<is this covered in 35D.030 A?>

<is this covered in 35D.030 A?>

A. Anyone who experiences or witnesses 
alleged officer misconduct can file a complaint 
with the oversight system. The right to file a 
complaint is absolute and uncondiAonal. 

35D.030 A. The Oversight System shall accept 
complaints from any source.

1. Parents and guardians may file complaints 
on behalf of minors up to the age of 18. 
Minors can file complaints on their own 
beginning at age 15. 

2. The complainant pool is inclusive regardless 
of age, immigraAon status, residence, criminal 
record, or language used. Incarcerated people 
can file complaints. 

3. Anonymous complaints will be accepted, 
and will be placed in priority depending on the 
nature and severity of allegaAons and, for 
more minor complaints, the Board's workload. 
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<is this covered in 35D.030 A?>

<is this covered in 35D.030 A?>

<is this covered in 35D.030 A?>

<not included>

4. Complaints involving any community 
members can be filed by third parAes, such as 
other individuals or organizaAons. 

B. Police officers from the Portland Police 
Bureau can file complaints alleging misconduct 
by other Portland police officers. 

C. Law enforcement officers from other law 
enforcement agencies can file complaints 
alleging misconduct by Portland police 
officers. 

D. No member of the community, or Portland 
Police Bureau employee, shall face retaliaAon, 
inAmidaAon, coercion, or any adverse acAon 
for filing a complaint, reporAng misconduct, or 
cooperaAng with a misconduct invesAgaAon. 
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35D.030 Oversight System JurisdicDon35D.060 Types of conduct/complaints within 
Board jurisdicDon 

A. The Board shall invesAgate certain Police 
acAons, including but not limited to: 

35D.030 A ...The CBPA is authorized to 
perform an administraAve invesAgaAon into 
complaints against Covered Employees to 
determine compliance with City or Police 
Bureau policy, … unless otherwise stated in 
this Code.

1. All deaths in custody (including 
effecAve/construcAve custody) and uses of 
deadly force; 

from 35D.030 A:  as well as all in-custody 
deaths and uses of deadly force by sworn 
members of the Police Bureau. 
B. The Oversight System shall have the 
authority to administraAvely invesAgate for 
violaAon of City or PPB policy all complaints 
against Covered Employees as follows:

2. All complaints of force that result in injury, 
discriminaAon against a protected class 
(whether defined by applicable local, state, or 
federal law), or violaAons of federal or state 
consAtuAonal rights. 

1. All allegaAons of excessive force; 2. 
DiscriminaAon against a protected class as 
defined by local, state, or federal law in 
consultaAon with a BHR Business Partner; 
3. ViolaAons of federal or state consAtuAonal 
rights;
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5. Biased-based policing; 

<not included>

6. Complaints referred to the Oversight 
System by Internal Affairs and accepted by the 
OCPA;

B. The Board shall also invesAgate allegaAons 
of the following to determine if City or Police 
Bureau policy has been violated: 

35D.030 C1. Other allegaAons of misconduct 
by Covered Employees as the CBPA deems fit, 
provided that the CBPA first brings an 
ordinance to Council to amend this Code and 
add the newly covered misconduct to this 
Code secAon.

1. dishonesty/untruthfulness including 
perjury; 
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2. false reports & concealing evidence; <not included>

<not included>

4. domesAc violence; <not included>

5. unlawful search/arrest; <not included>

3. sexual assaults, sexual misconduct, or 
sexual harassment; 
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6. neglect of duty; <not included>

7. discourtesy, including use of profanity; <not included>

8. improper discharge of a firearm; 

<not included>

35D.030 B4. Negligent discharge of a firearm, 
outside of a PPB Training event; 

9. criminal conduct, including off-duty criminal 
conduct; 
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<not included>

<not included>

12. harassment; <not included>

13. inAmidaAon; <not included>

10. improper or illegal act, omission or 
decision that directly affects a person or their 
property; 

11. violaAon of orders which affect a 
community member; 
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14. retaliaAon; <not included>

<not included>

<not included>

17. officer failure to idenAfy; 

15. force used at protests (to the extent not 
covered by SecAon A); 

16. abuse of authority (such as use of police 
credenAals in a personal dispute); 

B7. Officer failure to idenAfy, consistent with 
ORS 181A.704; and
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18. the` of money; <not included>

<not included>

<not included>

21. cases of substanAal public interest; and <not included>

19. corrupAon (to the extent not covered by 
other Code provisions); 

20. membership or parAcipaAon in hate 
groups, racial supremacist organizaAons or 
militant groups (as defined in ORS 181A.688); 
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<not included>

C. The Board may also invesAgate: 35D.030 C. The CBPA may also invesAgate:

<not included>

<not included>

22. where data show a padern of 
inappropriate policies. 

1. Any alleged misconduct directly affecAng 
the public, including work-related allegaAons 
such as tardiness if they affect a community 
member; and 

2. Other allegaAons of officer misconduct 
which do not originate from a complaint, at 
the discreAon of the Board. 
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<not included>

<not included>

3. Complaints filed by PPB officers, alleging 
misconduct by another PPB officer which does 
not impact a community member, when the 
complaint includes a request by the 
complainant for Board invesAgaAon. 

35D.030 B8. Complaints brought by a PPB 
sworn member who requests CBPA 
invesAgaAon.

D. If the involved officer is within their 
probaAonary period and is terminated by the 
Police Bureau prior to the conclusion of the 
Board’s administraAve invesAgaAon of the 
complaint, the Oversight System shall 
complete its invesAgaAon. 

E. If a complainant asks the Board not to 
invesAgate a case that falls under the Board's 
mandate in the Charter, the Board shall 
evaluate its legal obligaAons, and weigh the 
interests of community concerns and the need 
for accountability against the wishes of the 
complainant (and/or their adorney if there is 
one). 

F. The following types of complaints which are 
outside the Board’s jurisdicAon, shall be 
handled as follows: 

35D.030 E. The following types of complaints 
which are outside the CBPA’s jurisdicAon, shall 
be handled as follows: 
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1. When the complaint involves an allegaAon 
of a violaAon of Human Resources 
AdministraAve Rule 2.02, the complaint shall 
be referred to the Bureau of Human Resources 
within two business days. If the HRAR 2.02 
allegaAon is covered under this Code 
subsecAon, then the Oversight System shall 
include a BHR Business Partner in the 
invesAgaAon.

1. When the complaint involves officers from 
another law enforcement agency, the Board 
shall ask permission from the complainant to 
forward their complaint to the proper 
invesAgaAng authority to invesAgate the 
officers’ alleged misconduct. If the 
complainant declines, the Board shall dismiss 
the complaint for lack of jurisdicAon and noAfy 
the complainant of its decision. 

2. When the alleged violaAons are not under 
the Oversight System’s authority to 
invesAgate, the mader shall be referred to the 
appropriate invesAgatory City or outside 
enAty.  35D.050 A2c Refer to other City enAty 
or outside enAty if not within the Oversight 
System’s jurisdicAon; or 

2. When the alleged violaAons do not impact a 
community member, except as noted in C3 
above, another City invesAgatory body shall 
invesAgate. 

(as above, 2. When the alleged violaAons are 
not under the Oversight System’s authority to 
invesAgate, the mader shall be referred to the 
appropriate invesAgatory City or outside 
enAty.)

3. AllegaAons of violaAons of truthfulness and 
courtesy direcAves and of criminal law.
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<not included>

a. For allegaAons of violaAons of the 
truthfulness or courtesy direcAves or criminal 
law, the OCPA Director or designee shall 
receive access to the full PPB administraAve 
invesAgaAon case file and report. The OCPA 
Director or designee shall only permit access 
to the full case file and report for purposes of 
preparing wriden feedback and 
recommendaAons. The OCPA Director or 
designee and those with access to this 
informaAon shall treat it as confidenAal.b. The OCPA Director or designee shall have 
not less than twenty-one days to submit 
wriden feedback and recommendaAons.

c. The OCPA Director or designee is authorized 
to provide summaries of these maders to the 
CBPA. Such summaries shall be provided in 
execuAve session in compliance with Oregon 
public meeAngs laws.

3. When a complaint is generated by a 
Portland Police Bureau supervisor about poor 
officer performance or other work rule 
violaAons, Responsible Unit managers are 
responsible for intake and invesAgaAon. 
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35D.070 Filing Timelines 

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

A. The Ameline to file a complaint shall be 12 
months a`er the incident except in the 
following circumstances: 

1. The Director and/or designated Board 
leadership may extend the Ameline for good 
cause; or 

2. unAl a civil case involving the same 
underlying conduct has concluded; and/or 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

3. for the term of the involved community 
member's incarceraAon. 

B. If the Ameline is extended for reasons 
idenAfied in A.2-3, it may be extended to a 
maximum of five years. 

C. Good cause for extending the Ameline may 
include (but is not limited to) fear of 
retaliaAon, or if an officer who was not 
previously idenAfied has their idenAty become 
known a`er the 12-month deadline. 

35D.080 Methods for Filing Complaints; Board 
Receipt of Complaints 



Sheet1

Page 116

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

A. The Board shall ensure that complaints can 
be filed and received through mulAple 
methods (including but not limited to in-
person, by mail, phone, email, online 
submidal, text message, collect calls, or by 
other common technological means of 
communicaAon) to ensure access to the 
complaint process. 

1. The Board shall ensure that complaint forms 
are widely available. 

a. All Portland Police Bureau faciliAes will have 
complaint forms available in areas accessible 
to the public. 

b. All Portland Police Bureau issued business 
cards intended to be given to community 
members during acAons/encounters will have 
the Board’s phone number and email address 
printed on them. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. The Board shall offer translaAon for 
documents and for verbal communicaAons 
with appropriate interpretaAon to be inclusive 
of people for whom English is not their 
preferred language, and in accommodaAon of 
people with disabiliAes. 

3. The Board will ask the complainant to state 
their preferred method of communicaAon at 
the beginning of the process. 

B. Should a community member contact the 
Portland Police Bureau or the City’s 
informaAon line (such as 311) or any other 
City bureau regarding alleged officer 
misconduct, the complainant will be directed 
to the Board and Office. 

C. The Police Bureau shall inform the Board 
immediately upon their knowledge that an 
officer, or supervisor thereof, has engaged in 
conduct that may be subject to criminal 
and/or administraAve invesAgaAon. 
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<not included>

<not included>

35D.090 Intake 

1. By immediate, it is intended to mean 
without delay and unless for reasonable cause, 
within 24 hours of occurrence. 

D. The Board’s offices shall be open to accept 
complaints for longer hours than Monday 
through Friday, 9:00AM to 5:00PM, including 
early mornings, weekend Ames and evenings. 

A. The Director shall hire/retain complaint 
navigators (“advocates”) to help complainants 
navigate their cases. 

35C.010 A1. As part of the professional staff of 
the OCPA, the Director shall hire complaint 
navigators to help complainants navigate their 
cases. …
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. All complaint navigators shall be trained 
both on culturally sensiAve/competent 
support for complainants and on sexual 
assault/survivorship for community members, 
so that even if someone from the relevant 
group isn't available when a person calls in 
everyone can provide support. 

35C.010 A1. … All complaint navigators shall 
be trained on culturally sensiAve and trauma-
informed support.

2. Complainants may request culturally 
competent/sensiAve intake. 

3. Complaint navigators will be required to 
receive conAnuing educaAon. 

4. Complaint navigators will assist in staff 
delivery of community educaAon about the 
complaint process. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

B. The oversight system will provide a 
complaint navigator for each complainant. To 
the extent possible, the complaint navigator 
will be appropriately culturally aduned to the 
complainant's needs. 

C. Community members can addiAonally have 
two support people including an adorney for a 
total of up to three support people. However, 
the support person cannot be a witness to the 
incident. 

D. If the complainant is an officer, who already 
has the automaAc ability to have a bargaining 
unit representaAve (if applicable) and an 
adorney, they can also bring a peer officer or 
community member of their choosing (who is 
not a witness to the incident). This means they 
may also have as many as three support 
people. 

E. If the officer is not a part of a bargaining 
unit, they will be assigned a complaint 
navigator from the pool for community 
members. The officer can decline this opAon. 
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<not included>

<not included>

F. Interviews will be scheduled around the 
community member’s work schedule and can 
be rescheduled if needed. Interviews will 
include accommodaAons for people with 
disabiliAes, and interpreters, if needed. 

35D.100 Preliminary InvesDgaDons; IniDal 
Case Handling Decision 

35D.050 AdministraDve InvesDgaDon and 
Discipline Process

A. The Director shall hire invesAgators to 
conduct preliminary invesAgaAons, full 
invesAgaAons, and follow-up invesAgaAons as 
necessary and as outlined by this Code and 
related Board procedures and rules. 

B. When the Board receives a complaint 
regarding alleged misconduct of a Portland 
Police Bureau officer, or supervisor thereof, or 
opens a case not originaAng from a complaint, 
staff shall: 

35D.050 A. When the Oversight System 
receives a complaint regarding alleged 
misconduct of a Covered Employee, staff shall:
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1. Assign a case number; 35D.050 A1. Intake: a. Assign a case number;

2. Conduct a preliminary invesAgaAon 
(including gathering informaAon about the 
complaint through an intake interview); 

35D.050 A1. b. Conduct a preliminary 
invesAgaAon, including gathering informaAon 
about the complaint through an intake 
interview. All facts as alleged are assumed to 
be true for purposes of case handling 
decisions as outlined in SecAon 35D.050(A)(2); 
and

3. Make a case-handling decision (i.e., should 
case proceed to a full invesAgaAon; suggested 
for mediaAon; addressed by some other 
means; or dismissed); 

35D.050 A1. c. Determine whether facts as 
alleged consAtute a policy violaAon under the 
Oversight System’s jurisdicAon. 
2. Make a case-handling decision: a. Conduct a 
full invesAgaAon when facts as alleged 
consAtute a policy violaAon under the 
Oversight System’s jurisdicAon, except as 
follows: 
i. When the mader falls under secAon  
35D.050(A)(2)(d)(i), the Oversight System may 
refer complainant and Covered Employee to 
mediaAon and close the case; or 

4. If appropriate for a full invesAgaAon, 
idenAfy the complainant’s allegaAons or 
possible types of misconduct; and 

35D.050 A3. If appropriate for a full 
invesAgaAon, idenAfy the allegaAons or 
possible rule violaAons.
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<not included>

<not included>

35D.110 Informal Complaints 35D.090 AlternaDve Dispute ResoluDon

5. Communicate to the complainant 
summarizing the complaint and the case-
handling decision. 

C. Incomplete complaints can be invesAgated 
if the Board determines an invesAgaAon is 
warranted. 

A. If the complainant expresses an interest in 
resolving their complaint informally through 
discussion with the officer's supervisor, the 
Board shall determine whether such 
resoluAon is appropriate. 

Informal ResoluAon
35D.090 A. If the Complainant expresses an 
interest in resolving their complaint informally 
through discussion with the Covered 
Employee's supervisor, the Director shall 
determine whether such resoluAon is 
appropriate.
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35D.120 MediaDon 35D.050 A2d. MediaAon when:

1. The Board shall confer with the officer’s 
supervisor about the possibility of an informal 
resoluAon process, and the supervisor shall 
make a determinaAon whether to resolve the 
case informally or send it back to the Board for 
full invesAgaAon. 

1. The Director or designee shall confer with 
the Covered Employee’s supervisor about the 
possibility of an informal resoluAon process, 
and the supervisor shall make a determinaAon 
whether to resolve the case informally or send 
it back to the OCPA for full invesAgaAon.

2. Once approved for informal complaint 
resoluAon, a case can be resolved without 
formal invesAgaAon and the complainant will 
be informed of this decision. 

2. Once approved for informal complaint 
resoluAon, a case can be resolved without full 
invesAgaAon and the Complainant will be 
informed of this decision.

3. If the case is sent back for full invesAgaAon 
by the supervisor, or informal resoluAon is 
unsuccessful, the Board will inform the 
complainant. 

3. If the case is sent back for full invesAgaAon 
by the supervisor, or informal resoluAon is 
unsuccessful, the OCPA will inform the 
Complainant.
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<not included>A. The Director shall arrange for professional 
mediators. 

B. The Board has the authority to provide for 
voluntary mediaAon between community 
members and law enforcement, to improve 
police-community relaAons and build beder 
policies. There shall be no cost to any party to 
uAlize the mediaAon opAon. 

35D.050 A2d-i. the misconduct would be so 
minor that the mader would be beder 
addressed through other means; or 
ii. when a case is administraAvely closed and 
mediaAon could benefit the relaAonship 
between PPB and the community member.

MediaAon
A. The Oversight System is authorized to 
provide for voluntary, confidenAal mediaAon 
between Complainants and Covered 
Employees as provided for in this Code and to 
improve police-community relaAons. There 
shall be no cost to any party to uAlize the 
mediaAon opAon.
B. In addiAon to other provisions for 
mediaAon in this Code, mediaAon shall be 
offered to the Covered Employee and 
Complainant a`er a Panel Review votes to 
sustain a finding. Such mediaAon is not in lieu 
of discipline, although it may consAtute 
educaAon-based alternaAve.
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. The Board shall determine whether the case 
is eligible for mediaAon based on the nature of 
the allegaAons and the officer's history. 

a. The community member shall be able to 
consult with their complaint navigator and/or 
their other support persons before deciding 
whether to agree to mediaAon. 

b. Complainants shall not be unduly pressured 
to choose mediaAon if they prefer an 
invesAgaAon to take place. 

c. An officer's supervisor must clear them for 
approval before the officer can agree to 
mediaAon. 



Sheet1

Page 127

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

C. MediaAon is not offered for complaints 
involving use of force, profiling, legal violaAons 
such as improper stop, detenAon, search, or 
arrest, or for officers with a padern of 
misconduct. No case idenAfied as an 
automaAc invesAgaAon by the Charter shall be 
eligible for mediaAon. 

1. MediaAon is offered for complaints 
involving discourtesy and procedural 
complaints including unwarranted acAon 
other than those described in C (above), and 
neglect of duty. 

2. If the complainant filed the misconduct 
complaint based on acAons during an incident 
in which the officer filed criminal charges or 
citaAons against the community member, 
once those criminal allegaAons have been 
resolved, mediaAon about the misconduct 
complaint can sAll proceed, consistent with 
applicable law. 

3. If there is a civil lawsuit or criminal case 
pending against the officer about the incident, 
mediaAon cannot proceed. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

D. The discussions that take place in the 
mediaAon are confidenAal unless the parAes 
agree otherwise. 

E. Mediators shall be screened and trained 
properly about power dynamics, cultural 
awareness, racial bias, and other issues which 
may underlie the incident. 

F. For eligible cases, mediaAon is an 
alternaAve to full invesAgaAon. 

1. If either party rejects mediaAon, the case is 
sent to a full invesAgaAon. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. Either party to the mediaAon, or the 
mediator, can determine that mediaAon has 
not been successful, and ask for a full 
invesAgaAon. 

G. MediaAon shall be made accessible to all 
parAes. 

1. Upon request, the mediaAon process will 
make accommodaAon for people with 
disabiliAes, as well as interpreters as needed. 

2. To accommodate schedules, complainants 
can provide adequate noAce of cancelaAon on 
as many as two separate occasions before 
mediaAon is abandoned. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

3. MediaAon is available to complainants, as 
well as to family members of people subjected 
to alleged police misconduct or other 
community members, with the complainant’s 
permission, even if complainants do not 
themselves parAcipate. In situaAons where the 
complainant does not  parAcipate, the 
outcome of mediaAon will be binding on all 
parAes. 

a. Upon agreeing to the confidenAality of the 
mediaAon, one support person of each party’s 
choosing may adend, but not engage in the 
mediaAon, to provide moral support and 
consult during breaks. 

4. MediaAon shall take place at a neutral 
locaAon that is mutually acceptable to all 
parAes. 

H. Successful mediaAon will conclude with a 
signed mediaAon agreement by all parAes. 
ViolaAon of the agreement may result in the 
case proceeding to a full invesAgaAon and/or 
other next steps as outlined in the agreement 
itself. PorAons of the mediaAon agreement 
which could incriminate any party in criminal 
or administraAve proceedings will be 
considered confidenAal to the extent allowed 
by law. The parAes may mutually agree to 
publicly disclose the substance of the 
mediaAon as part of the agreement. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

35D.130 Grounds for Dismissal of a Case 
Following Preliminary InvesDgaDon 

A. A`er a preliminary invesAgaAon, the Board 
may dismiss the case. 

1. If the case is dismissed, the Board will 
provide noAficaAon to the complainant. 

2. The Board will also noAfy the involved 
officer(s) and their commanding officer once 
the appeal deadline has passed (see 35D.240). 



Sheet1

Page 132

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

B. The Board may dismiss a complaint for the 
following reasons: 

1. The complaint is only related to criminal 
charges or alleged violaAons against the 
complainant, and does not allege misconduct; 

2. The complaint was filed outside the Ameline 
to file (35D.070) and there is no good cause or 
other grounds to excuse the late filing; 

3. Even if all aspects of the complaint were 
true, no act of misconduct would have 
occurred; 

35D.050 A2 ii. Where there is clear and 
convincing evidence that the Covered 
Employee did not engage in misconduct. … 
2b. AdministraAvely close the complaint when 
facts as alleged do not consAtute a policy 
violaAon under the Oversight System’s 
jurisdicAon  …
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<not included>

6. Lack of jurisdicAon (see 35D.060). <not included>

<not included>

4. Even if all aspects of the complaint were 
true, the misconduct would be so minor that 
the mader would be beder addressed through 
other means; 

35D.050 A2b ..or the misconduct would be so 
minor that the mader would be beder 
addressed through other means;

5. The complainant withdraws their complaint 
or fails to complete necessary steps to 
conAnue with the complaint. It may benefit 
the community to finish the invesAgaAon. 
However, lack of cooperaAon and lack of 
consent from a complainant may make it 
impossible or inappropriate to complete the 
invesAgaAon; and 

C. Notwithstanding its decision to dismiss a 
complaint under SecAon B, the Board may 
iniAate potenAal policy recommendaAons 
from dismissed complaints. 
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<not included>

<not included>

D. At minimum, for the duraAon of the US DOJ 
v. City of Portland Sedlement Agreement, 
cases alleging excessive force shall only be 
dismissed under B3 when there is "clear and 
convincing evidence" that the allegaAon has 
"no basis in fact." 

35D.050 A2 ii. … AllegaAons of excessive force 
shall be subject to full invesAgaAons unless 
there is clear and convincing evidence that the 
allegaAon has no basis in fact.

E. Dismissals based on B3 and B4 will be 
considered for mediaAon or informal 
complaint. 

35D.140 Board Authority to Take Interim 
Measures 

A. The Board can take interim steps prior to 
findings being determined in specific cases. 
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<not included>

<not included>

35D.150 Portland Police Bureau Witnesses 

1. A case can be prioriAzed if an officer is 
reAring or being promoted. 

2. The Board can recommend placing an 
officer on administraAve leave while 
administraAve charges are pending. 



Sheet1

Page 136

<not included>

<implied in 35D.040B>

A. Portland Police Bureau sworn officers and 
supervisors thereof shall adend invesAgaAve 
interviews conducted by the Office, cooperate 
with and answer quesAons asked by the Office 
during an administraAve invesAgaAon of a PPB 
sworn officer (or supervisor thereof) 
conducted by the Office. If an employee 
refuses to adend an invesAgaAve interview 
a`er being noAfied to do so by the Board or 
Office, or refuses to answer a quesAon or 
quesAons asked by the Office during an 
invesAgaAve interview, the Police Chief, the 
Bureau of Human Resources, or appropriate 
City authority shall direct the employee to 
adend the interview and truthfully answer the 
quesAon or quesAons asked. 
1. In use of deadly force and death in custody 
cases, the Board’s administraAve invesAgators 
shall coordinate with criminal invesAgators 
external to the Board and prosecutors (if 
applicable). The Board’s invesAgator shall have 
the ability to compel tesAmony within 48 
hours of the criminal invesAgators having 
completed their interview a`er issuing a 
Garrity noAce, or the officer has postponed 
their interview with criminal invesAgators. 

35D.040 B. The OCPA’s invesAgator shall take 
a compelled statement no later than 48 hours 
a`er the event a`er issuing a Garrity warning, 
unless the Covered Employee is incapacitated.

B. To the extent that it is consistent with 
applicable law and collecAve bargaining 
agreements, the PPB employee shall comply 
with a request for compelled tesAmony within 
48 hours of the request being made. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

C. All Oversight System interviews of PPB 
employees shall be conducted in conformance 
with legal requirements and collecAve 
bargaining provisions. 

35A.040 B3b. ... The Oversight System shall 
coordinate with City Bureaus and Offices, 
including PPB and any applicable union 
representaAve, to schedule invesAgatory 
interviews at a Ame when the employee is on 
duty and that does not unduly interfere with 
the operaAons of the Bureau or Office and is 
consistent with any applicable collecAve 
bargaining agreement. The invesAgaAon shall 
not be unreasonably delayed.

D. To the extent that it is consistent with 
collecAve bargaining agreements, compelled 
or requested tesAmony may be done in-
person or in a virtual sesng when the Board 
deems it appropriate. 

E. Prior to being interviewed, a PPB employee 
whose tesAmony is requested or compelled 
will: 

1. Be noAfied of the Ame, date, and locaAon of 
the interview and that this is an administraAve 
invesAgaAon. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. Be informed of the right to bring a collecAve 
bargaining representaAve to adend the 
interview, consistent with Weingarten and 
PECBA (as applicable). To the extent consistent 
with the collecAve bargaining agreement, the 
PPB employee may also bring support persons. 

3. Be read a statement (“Garrity NoAce”), that 
the employee is directed to adend the 
interview, cooperate during the interview and 
answer all quesAons fully and truthfully and, 
further told that if the employee fails to adend 
the interview, cooperate during the interview 
or answer any quesAons fully and truthfully, 
the employee will be subject to discipline or 
discharge. 

4. Be asked to sign an acknowledgement that 
they received the Garrity NoAce prior to 
providing compelled statements or tesAmony. 

5. Be provided with any other informaAon or 
protecAons required by any applicable 
collecAve bargaining agreement. 
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<not included>

<not included>

35D.160 Subpoenas 35D.080 Subpoenas

F. As provided by this Code, the Board may 
subpoena a sworn PPB officer who fails to 
comply with a properly issued wriden 
interview noAce to cooperate with an 
administraAve invesAgaAon as described in 
this secAon. 

G. In addiAon, a refusal of a sworn PPB officer 
to truthfully and completely answer all 
quesAons may result in discipline up to and 
including terminaAon. 

A. The Board shall have the authority to issue 
subpoenas for the purpose of compelling any 
witness tesAmony or the producAon of 
documents, photographs, video or audio 
recordings, or any other evidence necessary 
for the Board to fully and thoroughly 
invesAgate a complaint or conduct a review. 

35D.080 The CBPA shall have the authority to 
issue and enforce all categories of subpoenas 
to the extent allowed by law.
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<implied elsewhere>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

B. If a witness fails to appear before the Board 
at the Ame and date set by subpoena, or in 
the case of a subpoena duces tecum, if a 
record is not produced as required, the Board, 
through appropriate legal counsel, may apply 
to a court of competent jurisdicAon for the 
enforcement of a subpoena or to impose 
penalAes for failure to obey a subpoena. 

C. In general, iniAal efforts to compel the 
tesAmony of a PPB employee shall be made 
through the administraAve process (and 
direcAves). However, if a PPB sworn officer 
refuses to comply, the Board may subpoena 
their presence via this Code provision. 

D. Any person who fails to comply with a 
subpoena will be subject to contempt 
proceedings as prescribed by State law; 
provided that such persons shall not be 
required to answer any quesAon or act in 
violaAon of rights under the consAtuAons of 
the State or of the United States. 

1. The Board will make a case-by-case 
determinaAon as to whether to pursue a 
contempt charge arising from an individual’s 
refusal to cooperate. 
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35D.170 Procedures specific to use of deadly 
force or death in custody 

35D.040 InvesDgaDons of deadly force and in-
custody deaths

A. The Board shall have authority to 
invesAgate all deaths in custody (including 
effecAve/construcAve custody) and uses of 
deadly force. 

The CBPA shall have authority to perform an 
administraAve invesAgaAon into all in-custody 
deaths and uses of deadly force.

B. When an incident involves police use of 
deadly force or a death in custody, the Board 
shall follow these procedures: 

35D.040 A In use of deadly force and in-
custody death cases, ... 

1. Oversight System invesAgators shall head to 
the scene and shall coordinate with and assist 
criminal invesAgators in gathering informaAon. 

A. … the OCPA InvesAgators shall coordinate 
with criminal invesAgators.   D. When an 
incident involves police use of deadly force or 
an in-custody death, PPB shall noAfy the 
Director or designee as soon as possible a`er 
the incident. The Director or designee shall go 
to the scene and shall abide by police 
procedures and applicable law.
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<not included>

<not included>

2. Board invesAgators may sit in on interviews 
of witnesses (including officers who are 
witnesses) that are conducted for the criminal 
invesAgaAon but may not ask quesAons of 
involved officers. 

E. The OCPA shall have access to PPB’s criminal 
invesAgatory records relevant to the deadly 
force or in-custody death case and shall 
maintain such records confidenAally unless 
authorized otherwise by the PPB Chief or 
designee.

3. When those criminal invesAgaAon 
interviews are completed, if there are 
quesAons about possible administraAve 
violaAons, Office invesAgators will ask 
quesAons of witnesses. 

4. When those criminal invesAgaAon 
interviews are completed or the officer has 
postponed their interview, if there are 
quesAons about the possible administraAve 
violaAons, Office invesAgators will ask 
quesAons of the involved officers (following 
issuance of a Garrity NoAce). 

5. The invesAgaAons shall include a review of 
the supervisors and others who were on the 
scene, including officers who used force or 
may have precipitated the use of deadly force. 

F. OCPA shall review uses of deadly force and 
in-custody deaths to determine if the force 
complied with policy. This invesAgaAon shall 
not only review the officer who used force but 
shall include a review of the supervisors.
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<not included>

C. The final invesAgaAon will also be sent to 
the PPB Training Division for an analysis to be 
presented to the Board at the hearing on the 
deadly force incident. 

G. The OCPA shall coordinate with PPB 
Training Division to provide access to 
transcripts and the invesAgaAve file 
throughout their invesAgaAon. PPB Training 
Division shall review the invesAgaAon to 
determine whether the acAons of Covered 
Employees were consistent with training and 
whether those acAons reflect training 
deficiencies. The Training Division shall 
present its analysis to the CBPA.
H. The PPB Chief or designee shall receive 
access to the full case file and invesAgaAon 
report. The Chief or designee shall only permit 
access to the full case file and invesAgaAon 
report for purposes of preparing wriden 
feedback or recommendaAons. The Chief or 
designee and those with access to it shall treat 
the informaAon as confidenAal. The Chief or 
designee shall have not less than twenty-one 
days to submit wriden feedback or 
recommendaAons.D. The community member subjected to use 

of deadly force, or their survivors if the 
interacAon resulted in death, shall be 
considered as complainants and shall have full 
rights to appeal. 

35D.040 L. If the CBPA determines the use of 
deadly force or in-custody death was 
sustained as out of policy, the OCPA will, if 
possible, provide noAce to the person on 
whom deadly force was used or their survivor 
and opportunity to provide an impact 
statement to the CBPA. Such noAce shall occur 
simultaneously to issuance of a proposed 
discipline leder.

E. In cases in which survivors choose not to file 
a complaint, the invesAgaAon shall sAll be 
handled in the same way as all other 
misconduct invesAgaAons. 
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35D.180 CreaDon of Hearings Panels 

I. The OCPA shall therea`er submit the full 
case file, the invesAgaAon report, and any 
submissions from the PPB Chief or designee to 
the CBPA.

A. The Board shall create panels (“Hearing 
Panels”) to hear cases to determine findings 
about whether policies were violated. 

35D.040 K. [in cases involving deadly force] 
The CBPA review shall follow the procedure as 
outlined in SecAon 35D.060(D)-(F).    35D.060 
B. For all other cases within the CBPA’s 
jurisdicAon, the CBPA shall establish Review 
Panels to make findings based on the 
invesAgaAon and determine whether City 
rules or PPB direcAves were violated.

1. Panels shall be no smaller than five Board 
members. 

35D.060 B1. Panels shall be comprised of 
three (3) CBPA Members, who shall adend all 
Reviews for the assigned case.
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<not included>

2. The Board shall ensure that panels have 
more than 5 members for serious cases. 

35D.040 J. All uses of deadly force and in-
custody death cases shall be reviewed by a 
quorum of the full CBPA. 

3. Panel assignments shall be made in rotaAon 
and in a manner that will ensure the Panel 
reflects the demographic and life experience 
make-up of the Board to the extent possible. 
Altogether, the Board shall ensure a balance 
that allows the Panel as a whole to benefit 
from the knowledge and experAse of its 
individual members. 

C. Panel assignments shall be made in rotaAon 
and in a manner that will ensure the Panel 
reflects the demographic and life experience 
make-up of the CBPA to the extent possible. 
Altogether, the CBPA shall ensure a balance 
that allows the Panel as a whole to benefit 
from the knowledge and experAse of its 
individual members.

4. Each panel shall have a presiding individual 
over each hearing. The Board shall develop 
procedures for the selecAon of the presiding 
individual. 

35D.190 Hearings Panel: IniDal Procedures 
and Preliminary Hearing 
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<implied elsewhere>

<not included>

<not included>

A. Members of the hearing panel shall review 
all invesAgaAve materials. 

35D.070 B. Prior to CBPA and Panel Reviews, 
the Reviewing Members shall review all 
invesAgaAve materials and any impact 
statements from the Complainant. Reviewing 
Members shall not discuss the mader with 
other CBPA members unAl the CBPA or Panel 
Review. …

1. In reviewing the case, the panel may 
examine any supporAng documents, the file 
and report of the staff, and any documents 
accumulated during the invesAgaAon. They 
may also listen to and/or watch the recordings 
of all interviews. 

B. The panel shall hold a preliminary hearing 
to assess the completeness and readiness of 
the invesAgaAon for a full hearing. 

1. The complainant and officer will be noAfied 
of the date of the preliminary hearing, but are 
not required to adend. They may appear with 
any or all of their support persons. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. The Board shall publicly announce the date 
of a preliminary hearing at least 7 days in 
advance of the hearing, including a case 
number. This noAce shall also include methods 
by which members of the public who may 
have informaAon or evidence can contact an 
assigned invesAgator. 

35D.070 C. CBPA and Panel Reviews shall be 
noAced as required by Oregon Public Records 
laws and in anonymized manner.

3. The Board will decide whether some or all 
of the preliminary hearing will be held in open 
session or execuAve session in accordance 
with exisAng legal standards and considering 
the public interest, the officer’s preference 
(see ORS 192.660[2][b]), the complainant’s 
preference, precedents set by the exisAng 
oversight system, and other relevant factors. 

4. At the commencement of the preliminary 
hearing, the presiding individual shall state 
that members of the public who may have 
addiAonal informaAon or evidence should 
contact an assigned invesAgator, prior to the 
full hearing. The presiding individual may allow 
members of the public to comment about the 
readiness of the case, consistent with federal 
and state law and collecAve bargaining 
agreements. 
C. At the preliminary hearing, the panel will 
decide whether to: 
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2. Send the case forward to a full Hearing; or <not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. Send the case back for further invesAgaAon, 
specifying the informaAon sought; 

35D.060 D2a) send the mader back for further 
invesAgaAon; or

3. Evaluate the case for eligibility for sApulated 
discipline (per Code SecAon 35D.220). 

D. The panel’s decision on the complaint 
readiness will be made in open session. 
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<not included>

<implied elsewhere>

<not included>

E. The Board shall permit public comment 
a`er the decision. 

35D.200 Hearing Panel: Full Hearings Process 35D. 070 Review Procedures

A. The Board may choose to hold hearings on 
misconduct complaints and invesAgaAons. 
Should it choose to do so, those hearings will 
be conducted pursuant to this secAon, subject 
to and consistent with collecAve bargaining 
agreements, Oregon Public Records and Public 
MeeAngs laws, state and federal consAtuAons, 
and other applicable law. 

B. The Board shall welcome public 
involvement in this process to the extent 
consistent with the law and collecAve 
bargaining agreements. 
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C. The hearings shall be recorded. <not included>

<not included>

<not included>

D. The Board shall publicly announce, with a 
case number, the date of a full (fact-finding) 
hearing at least 7 days in advance of the 
hearing. This noAce shall also include methods 
by which members of the public who may 
have informaAon or evidence can contact an 
assigned invesAgator. 

E. The Board will decide whether some or all 
of the full (fact-finding) hearing will be held in 
open session or execuAve session in 
accordance with exisAng legal standards and 
considering the public interest, the officer’s 
preference (see ORS 192.660[2][b]), the 
complainant’s preference, precedents set by 
the exisAng oversight system, and other 
relevant factors. 

[Also see PAC 35D.200 K1] 35D.060 D1. At the 
Findings Review, the OCPA invesAgator or 
designee shall present the report to the CBPA 
for uses of deadly force and in-custody deaths 
and to the Review Panel Members (Reviewing 
Members) in ExecuAve Session, unless the 
Covered Employee opts for public session. ...

F. The complainant and officer shall be given 
access to the same informaAon as allowable 
by law. Any informaAon that is provided to the 
officer but not the complainant shall be shared 
with confidenAality protecAons with the 
complainant’s complaint navigator. 
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G. Adendees to the Hearing: 

<not included-- see 35D.070 A below>1. The complainant can appear with their 
complaint navigator, as well as a support 
person and/or an adorney. 

2. The officer can appear with their bargaining 
unit representaAve/complaint navigator, 
and/or their adorney and/or support person 
consistent with the collecAve bargaining 
agreement. 

<not included-- see 35D.070 A below, “the 
Covered Employee may adend the Due 
Process Review”>

3. A person from the upper management of 
the Police Bureau’s Training Division shall 
adend all hearings to answer quesAons about 
police policy, training, or procedure. 

35D.070 A. All CBPA and Panel Reviews shall 
be supported by an OCPA staff member, a 
neutral facilitator, and a labor and 
employment adorney from the City Adorney’s 
Office. The CBPA may adopt rules to include 
advisory members in CBPA or Panel Reviews, 
such as, OCPA Director or designee, and 
representaAves from the PPB Training 
Division, BHR, and PPB Internal Affairs, but 
shall not include the Complainant or the 
Covered Employee, except the Covered 
Employee may adend the Due Process Review. 
All adendees shall sign a confidenAality 
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<not included-- see 35D.070 A above>

<not included>

<not included>

<implied elsewhere>

4. Any other witnesses requested by the 
Panel, complainant, or officer. (Witnesses will 
ordinarily be sequestered unAl they are called 
to tesAfy.) 

5. Given adequate noAce for arrangements to 
be made, the Board shall provide interpreters 
and/or accommodaAons for people with 
disabiliAes. (The Board will develop 
procedures describing how complainants and 
other witnesses can request such 
accommodaAon or interpreters for hearings 
held pursuant to this chapter.) 

H. InformaAon submided during the 
administraAve invesAgaAon by parAes in 
confidence to the Office shall not be publicly 
disclosed during the hearing. Examples of 
reasons to keep informaAon confidenAal 
include but are not limited the need to protect 
the idenAty of a vicAm or private medical 
informaAon. Other condiAons may require 
subsequent disclosure to the officer and their 
bargaining unit representaAve or adorney, 
such as to comply with the collecAve 
bargaining agreement and the officer’s due 
process rights. 
I. All decisions on findings shall sAll be made 
publicly in open session even if part or all of 
the hearing is held in execuAve session. 
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<not included>

35D.060 D. Findings and InvesAgaAon Review.

<not included>

J. Throughout the hearing process, if held in an 
open hearing, at the officer’s request, the 
presiding individual shall remind the audience 
of the seriousness of the employment mader 
being discussed while acknowledging 
community responses. 

K. Procedure for the hearings (Note: 
throughout this subsecAon, "complainant" and 
"officer" may include their representaAves.) 

1. The basic circumstances of the case and 
allegaAons shall be read into the record by the 
presiding individual (or designee) at the 
beginning of the hearing. 

35D.060 D1. Case presentaAon. At the 
Findings Review, the OCPA invesAgator or 
designee shall present the report to the CBPA 
for uses of deadly force and in-custody deaths 
and to the Review Panel Members (Reviewing 
Members) in ExecuAve Session, unless the 
Covered Employee opts for public session. ...

2. The complainant and officer can make 
opening statements; the complainant can 
choose whether to provide their statement 
before or a`er the officer. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

3. The presiding individual begins quesAons of 
witnesses, followed by other panel members. 

35D.060 D1. ... Reviewing Members may ask 
quesAons and discuss the case.

a. Except as provided in c, Oversight System 
staff involved in the administraAve 
invesAgaAon can ask quesAons at the 
invitaAon of the presiding individual. 

b. The officer or complainant can request 
specific items about which the panel may ask 
more quesAons of witnesses. 

c. Except as otherwise provided here, only the 
presiding individual shall ask quesAons of the 
officer, including on behalf of other people 
adending the hearing. The presiding individual 
may designate addiAonal panel members or 
staff persons to quesAon the officer consistent 
with exisAng legal standards. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

c. call addiAonal witnesses; <not included>

4. Once recognized by the presiding individual, 
the complainant and officers have the ability 
to do the following: 

a. ask quesAons directly of witnesses 
(including cross-examining witnesses); 

b. request that the panel ask addiAonal 
quesAons of a witness; 
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d. introduce exhibits; and <not included>

e. suggest that the panel impeach witnesses. <not included>

<not included>

<not included>

f. The complainant and officer can offer 
rebudal evidence to the evidence submided 
by the other party. 

5. Once all evidence has been received, the 
officer and complainant can make closing 
statements. 
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<not included>

<not included>

6. Once closing statements have concluded, 
the case shall be considered submided. The 
panel shall deliberate on the evidence 
applying the preponderance of evidence 
burden of proof. The panel may convene an 
execuAve session to confer with legal counsel 
as needed in reaching its findings. 

7. The presiding individual may allow members 
of the public to comment about the case, 
consistent with federal and state law and 
collecAve bargaining agreements. 

L. Upon compleAon of its deliberaAons, the 
panel will decide its finding(s) by a simple 
majority of the members of the panel. Where 
the public interest warrants a discussion of the 
findings on the records, each panel member 
may explain their posiAon. Those who 
disagree can include their reasons for 
dissenAng along with the findings. 

35D.060 D2. Consensus on invesAgaAon. At 
the conclusion, Reviewing Members shall by 
majority consensus either:         … b) propose 
to either sustain or not sustain each allegaAon 
and explain the facts that support their 
proposed findings and the policy or direcAve 
at issue.  35D.060 F3: 
Once consensus is reached, a formal vote shall 
be taken in public session. The formal vote 
shall occur as follows: F3a a. Reviewing 
Members shall vote on whether to sustain or 
not sustain each allegaAon, which shall only be 
referenced by “allegaAon 1”, “allegaAon 2”, 
and so forth, and the Covered Employee shall 
be anonymized.
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<not included>

1. When a decision on findings is made at the 
end of a public hearing, the presiding 
individual shall explain the next steps, 
including the appeal process. 

4. Based on the majority vote regarding 
imposed discipline, the OCPA staff, in 
collaboraAon with the Reviewing Members 
during ExecuAve Session, shall prepare a 
wriden leder to the Covered Employee 
detailing the findings and conclusions of the 
majority vote, a summary of the informaAon 
presented at the Due Process Review and how 
that informaAon was considered, the imposed 
discipline and basis thereof, and the voAng 
tally showing the vote of each Reviewing 
Member. Such leder shall include the fact of 
any grievance or appeal rights.

2. If any finding is made outside the public 
hearing process where an appeal is sAll 
possible, or the complainant does not appear 
at the hearing, a Board representaAve can 
explain the process or delegate that 
responsibility to staff. 

M. Should the panel find that one or more 
allegaAon is in violaAon of Portland Police 
Bureau policy (i.e., out of policy), the case will 
proceed to the proposed correcAve acAon and 
discipline phase (as set forth in Code secAon 
35D.230). 

3. Proposed discipline and binding discipline 
rules. If a majority of Reviewing Members 
propose to sustain one or more allegaAons, 
those same Reviewing Members shall propose 
discipline based on any binding discipline 
rules, such as a collecAve bargaining 
agreement or statewide standards. For the 
purpose of making disciplinary decisions, the 
Reviewing Members shall have access to the 
full invesAgaAon file and personnel records of 
the Covered Employee, including all 
commendaAons and prior correcAve acAon.
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<implied elsewhere>

<not included>

<not included>

<parAally implied elsewhere>

1. Following the decision of the panel, a 
summary of the panel’s findings shall be 
shared in wriAng (or other means if requested) 
with the complainant and officer(s), consistent 
with applicable law. 

N. General guidelines for hearings conducted 
pursuant to this secAon: 

1. Hearings can be held even if parAes fail to 
appear. 

2. The panel may receive any oral or wriden 
statements volunteered by the complainant, 
the involved officer, other officers involved, or 
any other person. 
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<not included>

<not included>

35D.210 Board Burden of Proof and Findings 

3. Hearsay is admissible; evidence is allowed if 
"responsible persons are accustomed" to 
using such informaAon in "serious affairs." 
However, the panel shall be enAtled to decide 
the weight of the evidence offered. 

4. When the Hearing process develops new 
informaAon, the panel may consider the new 
informaAon when determining if addiAonal 
invesAgaAon is warranted, but if it chooses not 
to direct further invesAgaAon, the panel may 
not use the new informaAon to determine 
findings. 

35D.070 B … Reviewing Members shall not 
review or consider materials or informaAon 
outside of the invesAgaAve materials, but at 
the conclusion of the CBPA or Panel Review, 
Reviewing Members may refer the case back 
to OCPA if addiAonal invesAgaAon is 
warranted.

O. The Board shall establish bylaws or rules 
provisions, guidelines, and methods for the 
processes described in this Code secAon. 
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A. Burden of Proof. Findings are determined 
using the Preponderance of the Evidence 
Standard. 

35D.070 D. The Reviewing Members shall only 
sustain an allegaAon if the preponderance of 
evidence supports this finding.

B. The Board will use a standard set of four 
opAons in all cases when making decisions on 
findings: 

35A.040 B1. For formal invesAgaAons 
conducted by the OCPA, invesAgaAon reports 
will include factual findings and will be 
resolved in one of two ways: …

1. Out of Policy: meaning the acAon is found to 
have violated policy. In some jurisdicAons, this 
is also known as “sustained;” 

35A.040 B1. … 1) sustained, meaning the 
acAon is found by preponderance of the 
evidence to have violated City policy; ...

2. In Policy: meaning the officer's acAons were 
within the law and policy. In some 
jurisdicAons, this is also known as 
“exonerated;” 

35A.040 B1 or 2) not sustained, meaning the 
evidence is not sufficient to demonstrate by a 
preponderance of the evidence that a 
violaAon of City policy occurred, or, the 
evidence demonstrated by a preponderance 
that the Covered Employee’s conduct was 
lawful and within policy.
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<incorporated into “not sustained”>

<incorporated into “not sustained”>

<not included>

<not included>

3. Unfounded: meaning the evidence shows 
the alleged events did not occur; and 

4. Insufficient Evidence: meaning there is not 
enough informaAon or evidence to adach any 
of the other findings. 

C. The Board may add addiAonal findings 
related to systemic aspects of the incident 
which led to Board’s consideraAon of the case: 

1. Policy Issues: meaning the Board 
recommends that PPB revise its policy; 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

2. Training Issues: meaning the Board 
recommends that PPB revise its training; 

3. Supervisory Issues: meaning someone in the 
chain of command supervising the officer 
engaged in an acAon that contributed to the 
incident; 

4. CommunicaAon Issues: meaning involved 
officers did not communicate well among 
themselves or informaAon was otherwise not 
properly relayed by others to the involved 
officer(s) ; and 

5. Equipment Issues: meaning the equipment 
provided did not funcAon properly or was not 
adequate. 



Sheet1

Page 164

<not included>

<not included>

35D.060 G. SApulated Discipline Process

D. When the Board finds a systemic issue, the 
Board will automaAcally iniAate a policy 
review, which may include Board members 
and/or staff preparing a proposed Policy 
RecommendaAon for consideraAon by the 
Board as outlined in 35E. 

E. All of these findings shall be applied 
whether the case is generated by a complaint 
or if the Board invesAgates as required by City 
Code and Charter. 

F. These findings shall also be used for 
consistency by any other invesAgaAng body or 
supervisor who invesAgates officer complaints 
which do not involve community members. 

35D.220 SDpulated Findings and 
Discipline/CorrecDve AcDon 
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<not included>

A. In certain cases, as defined in this Code 
secAon, the officer may admit to the 
misconduct, and the Board and officer may 
agree to the proposed findings and 
discipline/correcAve acAon to allow for a more 
Amely resoluAon. SApulaAng to findings and 
discipline will not reduce the level of discipline 
imposed. In all cases, the level and degree of 
discipline/correcAve acAon shall be in keeping 
with the seriousness of the offense, taking into 
account the circumstances relevant to the 
case and consistent with the applicable 
CorrecAve AcAon Guide. 

1. If the case is appropriate for SApulated 
Discipline under City Code secAon 3.20.XXX 
(currently 140(J)), prior to referring to the 
Reviewing Panel for Findings Review the 
Director or designee shall recommend findings 
and proposed discipline and provide noAce to 
the Covered Employee of such 
recommendaAon, who may then request 
sApulated discipline.

B. The officer may have up to 7 days following 
receipt of the Pre-DeterminaAon NoAce to 
inform the Board that they will sApulate to the 
Findings and proposed Discipline/CorrecAve 
AcAon. By sApulaAng to the proposed 
discipline/correcAve acAon, the officer waives 
all four possible avenues of appeal (to an 
Appeals Panel of the Oversight Board, to the 
Portland Civil Service Board, through a 
grievance or through a due process hearing). 

2. If, a`er the conclusion of the presentaAon 
of the case, a majority of the Reviewing Panel 
at Findings Review proposes to adopt the 
recommendaAon from the Director or 
designee for sApulated discipline, the 
Reviewing Panel shall then go into public 
session and shall follow the process outlined in 
SecAon 35D.060(F)(3) to enter the SApulated 
Discipline determinaAon as final discipline in 
an anonymized manner. Based on the majority 
vote of the Panel of Reviewing Members 
regarding the sApulated discipline, the OCPA 
staff shall prepare a wriden leder to the 
Covered Employee detailing the findings and 
conclusions of the invesAgaAon and the 
imposed discipline and basis thereof. [NOTE: 7 
day Ameline by PAC matches 35D.060 D4.]

C. The following categories of cases are not 
eligible for sApulated discipline/correcAve 
acAon: 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. cases involving alleged use of excessive 
force including officer shooAngs and deaths in 
custody; 

2. cases involving alleged discriminaAon, 
disparate treatment or retaliaAon; and 

3. cases in which the panel that will determine 
the imposiAon of discipline or correcAve 
acAon does not agree to accept the officer’s 
proposed sApulaAon to findings and 
recommended discipline. 

D. The following categories of cases are 
eligible for sApulated discipline: 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. First Ame offenses that would not ordinarily 
lead to discipline/correcAve acAon of more 
than one day off without pay (per the 
applicable CorrecAve AcAon Guide); 

2. Second Ame offenses that would only lead 
to command counseling or a leder of 
reprimand (per the applicable CorrecAve 
AcAon Guide). 

E. In an invesAgaAon involving mulAple 
potenAal violaAons, the violaAon with the 
highest category from the applicable 
CorrecAve AcAon Guide will be used to 
determine whether the case qualifies for 
sApulated discipline/correcAve acAon. 

F. SApulaAng to out-of-policy findings and 
discipline/correcAve acAon does not remove 
the complainant’s ability to appeal any other 
finding. 
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35D.230 Discipline and CorrecDve AcDon 

<implied elsewhere>

<implied elsewhere>

<not included>

A. The following guidelines for imposiAon of 
discipline and correcAve acAon, and 
applicaAon of the City’s CorrecAve AcAon 
Guide, shall be followed in determining 
proposed discipline/correcAve acAon and 
imposiAon of a final disciplinary acAon. 

1. As established by Charter, the Board has the 
authority to issue disciplinary acAon up to and 
including terminaAon for all sworn officers and 
supervisors thereof within the Police Bureau. 

a. Because the Bureau of Human Resources 
has authority over every city employee, if for 
some reason the Board is unable to directly 
impose discipline/correcAve acAon, the 
Bureau of Human Resources shall enact the 
will of the Board. 
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<not included>

<not included>

b. Discipline/correcAve acAon may include 
various consequences for the officer, as well 
as educaAon-based alternaAves to promote a 
posiAve outcome and avoid employee 
embiderment. 

2. The discipline imposed must be done in a 
manner that is consistent with applicable law, 
collecAve bargaining agreements, and the 
applicable CorrecAve AcAon Guide (“Guide”), 
including excepAons that are wriden into the 
Guide. 

35D.060 D3. ... those same Reviewing 
Members shall propose discipline based on 
any binding discipline rules, such as a 
collecAve bargaining agreement or statewide 
standards. …

3. In determining the level of appropriate 
discipline and correcAve acAon, the panel can 
take into account the officer’s individual 
history consistent with the Guide. 

35D.060 D3. … For the purpose of making 
disciplinary decisions, the Reviewing Members 
shall have access to the full invesAgaAon file 
and personnel records of the Covered 
Employee, including all commendaAons and 
prior correcAve acAon.

4. The Portland Police Bureau (PPB) may not 
issue discipline less than what the Board 
chooses to impose. 



Sheet1

Page 170

<not included>

<not included>

<implied elsewhere>

<in definiAons>

a. If PPB would like to impose a higher level of 
discipline, they need to appear before the 
Board to discuss the reasoning. The Chief or 
representaAve will have to describe the 
aggravaAng and miAgaAng factors informing 
their proposal. 

b. The Board has the authority to accept or 
reject the Portland Police Bureau's proposal 
a`er consideraAon of the aggravaAng factors 
presented. 

5. The discipline process shall also be 
consistent with due process and just cause 
consideraAons, to the extent one or both of 
those terms applies to the involved officer. 

a. The state of Oregon defines “just cause” for 
represented employees as "a cause reasonably 
related to the public safety officer’s ability to 
perform required work. The term includes a 
willful violaAon of reasonable work rules, 
regulaAons, or wriden policies.” (ORS 236.350) 
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<not included>

<not included>

b. For represented employees, due process 
includes the officer's right to a due process 
("Loudermill") hearing. These hearings are 
required to be administered by the panel prior 
to imposing any discipline (except in those 
instances where discipline is sApulated). In the 
imposiAon of discipline of any non-
represented sworn officer of the Portland 
Police Bureau, the Board will comply with 
applicable City civil service rules and 
applicable law. 

35D.060 E. Due Process Review. The Covered 
Employee shall be provided a Due Process 
Review. This Review shall be held in ExecuAve 
Session unless the Covered Employees opts for 
public session. This Review will provide the 
Covered Employee and their representaAve 
with the opportunity to present to the 
Reviewing Members any informaAon or 
miAgaAon as deemed appropriate by the 
Covered Employee. ... In addiAon, the Chief or 
designee shall adend the Due Process Review.

1. When discipline is imposed by the Board, a 
panel made up of Board members shall hold 
the due process hearing. 

2. When discipline is imposed by the Bureau of 
Human Resources, one or more 
representaAves of the Board’s panel shall 
adend the due process hearing to aid in 
deliberaAons. 
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<not included>

3. The panel (or the Bureau of Human 
Resources) shall offer the involved officer a 
due process hearing (and if applicable a name 
clearing hearing), with advance noAce 
provided to the officer, consistent with 
Oregon Public MeeAngs law and the 
applicable collecAve bargaining agreement. 

35D.060 D4. Issuance of proposed discipline. 
Based on the majority vote of Reviewing 
Members regarding proposed discipline, the 
OCPA staff, in collaboraAon with the 
Reviewing Members shall prepare a wriden 
leder to the Covered Employee detailing the 
findings and conclusions of the majority vote, 
as well as the proposed discipline and basis 
thereof, including the date for a Due Process 
Review, which shall be no sooner than seven 
(7) days a`er issuance of the wriden leder. 
OCPA staff shall also provide the Covered 
Employee, and any appropriate union 
representaAve, with access to a copy of the 
file provided to the Reviewing Panel once the 
leder is issued.a. If the presumpAve discipline for the conduct 

is terminaAon, the due process hearing may 
also serve as a name-clearing hearing, 
consistent with applicable law. 

4. In lieu of holding a due process hearing, the 
officer may choose to submit a wriden 
response. 

35D.060 E. … The Covered Employee may 
waive their right to appear at the Due Process 
Review and may choose to submit wriden 
response. 
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<implied elsewhere>

<not included>

c. In all cases, when reaching a discipline 
decision, the panel shall: 

35D.060 F. Final Findings Review. Except as 
stated herein, this Review shall be held in 
ExecuAve Session unless the Covered 
Employees opts for public session. The 
Covered Employee and their representaAve 
shall be excused at the conclusion of the Due 
Process Review. …  

1. consider the evidence presented by the 
officer; 

2. reach a discipline decision that is supported 
by the evidence and consistent with the 
applicable Guide; 

35D.060F2. If a majority of Reviewing 
Members reaches consensus to sustain any 
allegaAons, they shall then reach consensus as 
to the appropriate correcAve acAon based on 
any binding discipline rules, such as a 
collecAve bargaining agreement or statewide 
standards.

3. The evidence relied upon must be 
substanAal, in this process defined as a 
preponderance of the evidence; 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

4. The decision must be made based on the 
evidence presented by the officer at the due 
process hearing (if held), or on evidence 
contained in the record (including from the 
invesAgaAve hearing, if applicable) and 
disclosed to the parAes affected consistent 
with the applicable collecAve bargaining 
agreement; 

35D.060 F. … The Reviewing Members shall 
discuss the informaAon presented at the Due 
Process Review and have access to the full 
invesAgaAon file and personnel records of the 
Covered Employee, including all 
commendaAons and prior correcAve acAon, 
for the purpose of making disciplinary 
decisions.  35D.060 F3b. Reviewing Members 
shall also vote on the appropriate final 
correcAve acAon to be imposed.

5. In deciding whether to impose the proposed 
discipline, the panel must act on their own 
independent consideraAon of the law, policy, 
and facts and not simply accept the views of a 
subordinate (such as staff of the Office) in 
arriving at a decision; and 

6. The panel shall, in all controversial 
quesAons, make its decision in such a manner 
that the parAes to the proceeding can know 
the various issues involved, and the reason for 
the decision made (consistent with applicable 
law and collecAve bargaining agreements). 

B. The Board shall establish, through adopAon 
of bylaws and rulemaking, further guidelines 
and methods for the processes described in 
this Code secAon. 
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35D.240 Appeals 35D.100 Appeals 

A. Grounds to Appeal. 

<not included>

1. The complainant may appeal findings from 
an administraAve invesAgaAon or invesAgaAve 
hearing (if held), dismissals, or decisions not to 
invesAgate. 

A. Appeal of AdministraAvely Closed 
Complaint. If a Complainant disagrees with the 
OCPA invesAgator’s decision to 
administraAvely close a complaint, they can 
appeal the decision as provided for in SecAon 
35D.040(A)(2)(b)(i).

2. Police officers may also appeal findings, 
dismissals, or decisions not to invesAgate. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

a. Supervisors cannot file appeals on behalf of 
officers.  

b. Officers may alternately file appeals with 
the Civil Service Board or iniAate a grievance 
procedure, which may lead to arbitraAon 
pursuant to the collecAve bargaining 
agreement. 

35D.100 B. Appeals to City’s Civil Service Board 
or ArbitraAon. If a Covered Employee chooses 
to appeal to the City’s Civil Service Board or if 
a Covered employee or their collecAve 
bargaining representaAve files a grievance 
under a collecAve bargaining agreement, …

3. Appeals that involve a request that the 
Board reopen an invesAgaAon will be decided 
according to applicable law. Consistent with 
applicable law, the Board also has 
independent authority to reopen cases. 

B. The request for an appeal will include the 
name of the complainant or officer who is 
filing, date of the incident, finding(s) being 
appealed (if applicable), and reason(s) for the 
appeal. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1. The complaint navigator provided by the 
Oversight System shall assist the complainant 
in filing the appeal form. 

2. The Board shall supply paper and online 
forms to file appeals. 

3. The Board shall have authority to determine 
appropriate grounds for appeals, and may do 
so through rulemaking.  

C. A request to end an appeal may be made at 
any Ame, but withdrawal should be done in 
consultaAon with the complaint navigator and 
may include confidenAal informaAon. If 
pracAcal and appropriate, the appeal might 
sAll proceed without the complainant. 
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D. Timelines for appeals 

<not included>

<not included>

1. Complainants have 30 days to appeal from 
date of issuance of findings, dismissal, or 
decision not to invesAgate, but excepAons can 
be made to extend the Ameline. 

35D.050 2b-i. If a Complainant disagrees with 
the OCPA staff’s decision to administraAvely 
close a complaint, they can appeal the 
decision if within fourteen (14) days of the 
date the noAce of administraAve closure is 
sent to the Complainant or they are otherwise 
noAfied, they file a request for the OCPA 
Director or designee to review the decision to 
administraAvely close the complaint to 
determine if the InvesAgator gave proper 
consideraAon to the allegaAons.a. The Board may adopt rules for permisng 

late appeal filings up to 60 days, for reasons 
including, but not limited to: 

1) The complainant has limited English 
language proficiency; or 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

1) if they are incapacitated; or <not included>

2) The complainant needs physical, mental, or 
educaAonal accommodaAons. 

2. Officers who are the subjects of a case have 
30 days to appeal from the date of issuance of 
findings, dismissal and or decision to not 
invesAgate, but excepAons can be made to 
extend the Ameline. 

a. The Board may adopt rules for permisng 
late appeal filings by officers up to 60 days for 
reasons including: 



Sheet1

Page 180

<not included>

<not included>

E. Appeals Hearings 

<not included>

2) if they are unable to receive or send 
informaAon to the Board through no fault of 
their own. 

3. UnAl the appeal period has expired, and if 
an appeal is filed, unAl there is a final decision 
by the Board, the Board may not iniAate any 
proceedings to impose discipline. Should the 
appeal require extension of the Ame period 
for compleAng an invesAgaAon and iniAaAng 
discipline proceedings as outlined in ORS 
236.360(6), the Board will comply with its legal 
obligaAons in extending the Ame period. 

1. Appeals will be heard by a different panel of 
Board members than heard the original case, 
except in cases in which the basis for the 
appeal is the discovery of new informaAon. In 
either situaAon, this will be referred to as an 
Appeals Panel. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

a. A certain number of Board members may be 
assigned to a Board Appeals Commidee whose 
main funcAon is to hear appeals. 

b. If an appeal is referred to the original panel 
and a member of the original panel is 
unavailable, a Board member or Appeals 
Commidee member who was not part of the 
original hearing may be assigned to the 
appeals hearing. 

c. If there are not enough members of the 
Appeals Commidee, other members of the 
Board who did not hear the original case may 
be assigned to the hearing. 

d. In the case that an appeal is based on the 
discovery of new evidence, invesAgators will 
confirm the validity of the evidence prior to an 
appeal hearing. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

e. The Board may select a subset of between 
2-5 members to process appeals of dismissals 
or decisions not to invesAgate. 

35D.050 2b-ii. The CBPA shall adopt a rule for 
this appeal process.

2. At an appeal hearing, decisions by the 
Appeals Panel on the findings shall be made 
on a preponderance of the evidence. 

3. Prior to the appeals hearing, all members of 
the Appeals Panel shall review recordings and 
all records of the original hearing. 

4. Appeals hearings shall follow the same 
procedure described in 35D.200; the panel 
may expedite maders by not repeaAng 
informaAon already in the record. 
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<not included>

1) To recommend further invesAgaAon; or 

<not included>

a. At the start of the hearing, the basic 
circumstances of the case, allegaAons and 
original findings shall be read into the record. 

b. At the end of the hearing, the Appeals Panel 
may decide: 

35D.060 F1. A majority of Reviewing Members 
shall reach a consensus to:

35D.060 F1a. send the mader back for further 
invesAgaAon;

2) To affirm the original findings, a`er which 
the Board staff shall close the case based on 
those findings; or 
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<not included>

<not included>

3) To determine a different finding based on 
the evidence, and refer for disciplinary 
proceedings consistent with this code, if there 
are findings that the officer violated policy. 

35D.060 F1b. either sustain or not sustain 
each allegaAon and explain the facts that 
support their findings and the policy or 
direcAve at issue; or

35D.060 F1c. recess for not more than seven 
(7) days to consider any informaAon from the 
Due Process Review, a`er which they will 
reconvene to reach consensus and then vote 
to sustain or not sustain each allegaAon.

5. Members of the Appeals Panel shall have 
the same authority to compel officer 
tesAmony and subpoena witnesses or 
documents as the original Hearings Panel 
consistent with applicable law and collecAve 
bargaining agreements. 

6. NoAficaAons of the appeal outcomes to 
complainants and officers shall be the same as 
under the Hearings process. All decisions of 
the Appeals Panel are final and no further 
appeals are allowed through the Board. 



Sheet1

Page 185

<not included>7. Office staff shall schedule appeal hearings in 
consultaAon with the Board leadership or 
designee. 

F. Appeals to City’s Civil Service Board or 
ArbitraAon; Board’s Role 

1. If an officer chooses to appeal to the City’s 
Civil Service Board, the Hearings panel shall 
receive a copy of the appeal and provide a 
wriden statement about the misconduct and 
supporAng evidence. 

35D.100 …  If a Covered Employee chooses to 
appeal to the City’s Civil Service Board or if a 
Covered employee or their collecAve 
bargaining representaAve files a grievance 
under a collecAve bargaining agreement, the 
Reviewing Panel shall receive a copy of the 
appeal noAce. …

a. One or more Hearings panel members may 
adend the Civil Service Board hearing, 
subpoena witnesses, present evidence, and 
cross-examine, consistent with City policy. 

35D.100 … The CBPA and OCPA shall 
cooperate with the City Adorney’s office 
designee handling the appeal or grievance.
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<not included>

35E.010 Policy RecommendaDons 35E.010 Policy RecommendaDons 

2. If an officer chooses to file a grievance and 
an arbitraAon hearing is held, the Hearings 
panel shall receive a copy of the grievance and 
provide a wriden statement about the 
misconduct and supporAng evidence. 

35D.100 …  If a Covered Employee chooses to 
appeal to the City’s Civil Service Board or if a 
Covered employee or their collecAve 
bargaining representaAve files a grievance 
under a collecAve bargaining agreement, the 
Reviewing Panel shall receive a copy of the 
appeal noAce. …

a. The Hearings panel may have one or more 
representaAves adend the arbitraAon hearing 
to present evidence and answer quesAons 
about the findings. 

35D.100 … The CBPA and OCPA shall 
cooperate with the City Adorney’s office 
designee handling the appeal or grievance.

3. To the extent consistent with applicable law 
and collecAve bargaining agreements, the 
complainant will be allowed to adend, or at 
least remain apprised of appeals held outside 
of the Board's direct scope and authority, with 
their complaint navigator assigned unAl a final 
decision is made. 
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<not included>

<not included>

A. The Board shall have authority to make 
policy and direcAve recommendaAons 
including but not limited to the Portland Police 
Bureau and City Council as well as the inherent 
or implied authority to take other measures as 
necessary to effectuate this. As noted in 
Charter secAon 2-1007, the City Council is 
required to vote on whether or not to 
implement Board recommendaAons about 
PPB policies and direcAves previously rejected 
by PPB. The Board’s recommendaAons that 
are submided to PPB and/or City Council shall 
be published for public review, including on 
the Board’s website and other relevant 
pla}orms. 

The CBPA shall have authority to make policy 
and direcAve recommendaAons to the 
Portland Police Bureau and City Council. The 
Portland Police Bureau shall consider and 
accept or reject all policy or direcAve 
recommendaAons made by the CBPA. If the 
Portland Police Bureau rejects a policy or 
direcAve recommendaAon, then at the 
request of the CBPA, City Council must 
consider and vote to accept or reject the 
policy recommendaAons received from the 
CBPA. Council’s decision will be binding on the 
Portland Police Bureau. 35A.040 C PPB shall 
consider and accept or reject all policy or 
direcAve recommendaAons made by the 
CBPA. If PPB rejects a policy or direcAve 
recommendaAon, then at the request of the 
CBPA, City Council must consider and vote to 
accept or reject the policy recommendaAons 
received from the CBPA. Council’s decision will 1. Any recommendaAon will include an outline 

of the new policy or policy change being 
recommended. 

2. The Board shall develop internal procedures 
for presentaAon, consideraAon, discussion, 
adopAng, or rescinding of proposed policy 
recommendaAons, as well as follow-up and 
monitoring. The Board’s procedures shall be 
made public. 
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<not included>

<not included>

<implied elsewhere>

3. The Board may make policy 
recommendaAons based on individual 
misconduct cases. The Board shall iniAate a 
policy review based on any issues idenAfied 
under secAons 35A.050P or 35D.210C. 

4. Staff may also iniAate policy review, 
including through audiAng completed 
misconduct cases. If the staff iniAates a policy 
review, it shall inform the Board and invite 
parAcipaAon throughout the process, 
including submisng a proposed Policy 
RecommendaAon to the Board for approval. 

5. The Board may request whatever addiAonal 
materials and research it believes is necessary 
to help make an informed decision on a 
proposed policy recommendaAon. If needed, 
the Board may rely upon its subpoena powers 
to compel producAon of requested 
informaAon. The Board shall have access and 
be authorized to adend PPB trainings as 
observers for the purpose of evaluaAng, 
monitoring, and making recommendaAons to 
the PPB regarding training, policy and 
direcAves. The development of policy 
recommendaAons, procedures or pracAces 
will incorporate equity and anA-racist lenses. 

35E.010 The development of policy 
recommendaAons, procedures or pracAces 
will incorporate equity and anA-racist lenses. 

6. The Police Chief, and if necessary City 
Council, shall consider any policy 
recommendaAon referred to the Chief or 
Council pursuant to Charter 2-1007b and Code 
SecAon 35E.020. 
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<not included>B. As part of its policymaking authority, the 
Board may facilitate a process for Board and 
community review and development of 
Portland Police Bureau policies and direcAves. 
This includes engagement in the Bureau's 
direcAve review and development process. 
The Board shall schedule Amelines compaAble 
with the PPB’s processes. The Board will 
transmit recommendaAons on revised and 
newly proposed policies and direcAves to PPB, 
and if necessary, City Council. 35E.020 Response of Police Chief; Referral to 
City Council 

35E.020 Response of Police Chief; Referral to 
City Council 

A. The Chief of Police, a`er reviewing a policy 
or direcAve recommendaAon submided by the 
Board under City Code SecAon 35E.010, shall 
respond promptly to the Board in wriAng, but 
in no event more than 60 days a`er receipt of 
the report. The response shall indicate what, if 
any, of the recommended policy, direcAve or 
procedural changes are to be made within the 
Portland Police Bureau. 

A. The Chief of Police or designee, a`er 
reviewing a policy or direcAve 
recommendaAon submided by the CBPA 
under City Code SecAon 35E.010, shall 
respond to the CBPA in wriAng within a 
reasonable Ame, but in no event more than 60 
days a`er receipt of the recommendaAon. The 
response shall indicate what, if any, of the 
recommended policy, direcAve or procedural 
changes are to be made within the Portland 
Police Bureau.B. If the Police Chief rejects a 

recommendaAon, or a porAon of a 
recommendaAon, or fails to respond within 60 
days a`er its receipt from the Board, the 
Board shall place the mader on the Council 
Calendar, for consideraAon and decision by 
City Council, within 15 days therea`er. 

B. If the Police Chief rejects a 
recommendaAon, a porAon of a 
recommendaAon, or fails to respond within 60 
days a`er its receipt from the CBPA, then 
within 60 days a`er receipt of the response or 
failure to respond the CBPA may submit the 
mader for consideraAon and decision by City 
Council. The CBPA shall post the policy 
recommendaAon for public input for 30 days 
and shall consider such input prior to 
submisng the mader for consideraAon and 
decision by City Council.
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<not included>

<not included>

C. The Council shall consider and vote on a 
Board referred policy change no more than 
three months a`er it has been presented. 

D. If a Board recommendaAon is approved by 
either PPB or the City Council, the Board shall 
monitor and pursue full implementaAon of the 
recommendaAon. This may include conAnued 
advocacy, requesAng the Chief or designee to 
adend and brief the Board, and requesAng 
data or reports from PPB to determine the 
level of progress towards implementaAon, or 
any other acAon the Board decides to take. 

C. If, a`er complying with any bargaining 
obligaAons, curriculum development and 
training requirements, PPB fails to Amely 
implement a policy change either accepted by 
the Chief or required by City Council, the CBPA 
may place the mader on the Council agenda to 
request further Council acAon.

35E.030 Board Proposals Related to Federal 
and State Law 

A. The Board may officially endorse 
legislaAon/policy ideas and shall have the 
authority to tesAfy in front of relevant 
government bodies and communicate its 
policy posiAons with employees and elected or 
appointed officials at any level of government. 
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<not included>

35E.040 CollecDve Bargaining 

<not included>

<not included>

B. The Office of Government RelaAons shall 
consult directly with the Board as part of its 
development of the City’s legislaAve agenda, 
in a manner equivalent to any other top-level 
administraAve division of the City government. 

A. The Bureau of Human Resources shall 
reserve, during negoAaAons with collecAve 
bargaining units represenAng PPB sworn 
officers and their supervisors, at least two 
seats for representaAves chosen by the Board. 

B. The City Adorney shall consult with the 
Board during collecAve bargaining processes 
and inform the Board as soon as pracAcable 
regarding any potenAal changes to the police 
contract(s). 
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<not included>

35E.050 PPB Budget Review 

<not included>

C. The Board’s ability to make 
recommendaAons shall include proposals for 
collecAve bargaining. 

The Board may facilitate a public review of 
PPB’s proposed budget requests before their 
official submission, and receive public 
comment to transmit to PPB and the City 
Council. 

35E.060 RelaDonship with Other Oversight 
EnDDes 
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<not included>

<not included>

<not included>

A. The Board should seek to be a model for 
other jurisdicAons that review and adapt their 
own oversight systems. 

B. The Board and Office shall maintain a 
working relaAonship with oversight enAAes 
outside of Portland, to exchange informaAon, 
best pracAces, and soluAons to barriers faced 
by enAAes working on law enforcement 
oversight. 

C. The Board and Office shall maintain a 
working relaAonship with regional, naAonal, 
and internaAonal groups focused on law 
enforcement oversight, to have access to 
trainings and conferences that can help the 
Oversight System perform its duAes more 
effecAvely. 



To the Council, 
 
I am writing today to express disagreement and disappointment that the Portland City Attorney is 
moving towards substantially changing and dismissing the recommendations of our City’s Police 
Accountability Commission.   
 
The members of Portland’s Police Accountability Commission were appointed by the City to 
implement the will of the people for a new and more effective civilian review process that would 
hold Portland Police accountable to their own explicit standards of conduct.   
 
The City Attorney’s changes were made without consulting Commission members nor the Portland 
community. This is a travesty and must not move forward.   
 
When the Commission presented its recommendations to Council, the Mayor expressed concern 
that representatives of the Portland Police and former police officers are barred from serving on the 
Community Police Oversight Board.  The whole point of an independent civilian review board 
is just that—independence from the police. This is required by the actual ordinance itself- passed 
by 82% of Portland voters. Again – this is the point.  
 
The City Attorney’s proposal seeks to run around this provision by requiring that three Police 
Bureau representatives serve on the committee that is tasked to select members of the Community 
Board. This proposal wildly violates the spirit, if not even the direct language, of the ballot measure.  
The people of Portland signaled that they want clear separation between the Police Bureau 
and the new Community Police Oversight Board.   
 
The Police Accountability Commission proposed that everyone who files a complaint be assigned a 
Complaint Navigator from the time they first call in. The City Attorneys rewrote this so the 
Navigators aren't assigned until after a preliminary investigation leads to a decision to conduct a full 
investigation (although a Navigator can be assigned earlier if staff decides it is appropriate).  The 
reason that the Commission proposed a Navigator from the beginning is to ensure that 
every person who believes they have experienced police misconduct is respected and 
directly communicated with.  This provision is very important for regaining trust among 
Portlanders that the City takes seriously and is supportive of their rights to be respected by the 
Portland Police. 
 
The Police Accountability Commission asked that 5-7 people hear cases, which is the number of 
people on the current Police Review Board.  But the City is saying now it will be three or more 
people. How do you reflect the diversity of the City with a panel of three?  There is no 
coherent reason to make the hearing smaller, and more closed off from the community. 
 
The City Attorney also cut the number of Community Board members down from 33 to 21.  
The Community Board will be all volunteers and could be hearing as many as 240 cases a year.  A 
larger Board spreads the burden of the work over more people and is especially important if we 
want people who have jobs, families, other responsibilities, disabilities, and other constraints on their 
time available to serve.  Why is the City Attorney making it more difficult for people from 
marginalized communities to serve on this Board? What are the priorities reflected here? 
 
 



 
The City Attorney has removed the ability to file an appeal of complaint decisions (a right 
established in 1982 in Portland and key to its previous oversight systems). 
 
The City Attorney inserted a prohibition on Board members having an "anti-police bias."  
This is a very vague term and can be used for political reasons. Is being pro-accountability 
anti-police? Some would say so. Moreover, the City Attorney has added this statement:  "Board 
members must be capable of making fair and impartial decisions based on the evidence presented to 
them in an environment where controversy is common. Fairness includes considering lived 
experience, the experiences of the community members, and of the police officers involved in the 
case."   Such a clause against "anti-police bias" has caused serious issues in other cities, 
including Boulder, Colorado. 
 
This is not a comprehensive list of the problematic changes proposed by the City Attorney. 
However, the above list should be enough to convince the Council that rather than tinkering 
with the Police Accountability Commission’s recommendations—which were done in 
consultation with the community and with experts in the field of police accountability—you should 
approve their recommendations and commit to revisiting this topic only after their 
recommendations have been put into place and tested.  
 
In community, 
 
Andrea Haverkamp, PhD 
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To Portland City Commissioners, 

 

In 2020, Portland voters voted to pass measure 26-217 with almost 82% support because 

we wanted more transparency and accountability in the Portland Police Bureau. We wanted to 

have an oversight board that was free of those working for PPB or those that had close ties to the 

PPB so that there could be real objective eyes looking at complaints against the bureau and 

making determinations and recommendations on what action needed to be taken. With well over 

half of the voters in favor of this system, I am amiss as to why the council would seek to change 

how the city overwhelmingly voted when even Mayor Wheeler was a supporter of the measure. 

In a time where there is not only major mistrust in the police but mistrust in government 

leadership, I very much implore you all to reconsider the proposed changes. Not doing so will 

further sow distrust in our city’s leadership and constituents will continue to lose faith in the 

democratic process.  

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Rachel Burggraff 
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Portland City Council
1221 SW 4th Avenue, Room 130
Portland, OR 97204
Re: Agenda Item 964: Direct the City Attorney’s Office to seek required approvals from the United
States Department of Justice and the United States District Court, and comply with any mandatory
collective bargaining obligations, for amendments to the Department of Justice Settlement Agreement
and to City Code related to the Community Police Oversight Board (Resolution)

Dear Portland City Council,

My name is Lauren Armony and I am the Systemic Change ProgramDirector at Sisters of the Road. I
am writing to state our disapproval of this resolution as proposed.

The Police Accountability Commission (PAC) diligently followed procedures as outlined inMeasure
26-217 to ensure that their suggestion to City Council regarding the formation of what is now to be
called the Office of Community-based Police Accountability and the Community Board for Police
Accountability. The suggestions presented by the commission in September 2023 were made after
countless community meetings, with a large diversity of stakeholders, over the course of a year.

The PAC process was more transparent, and engaged more feedback, than any other city commission
we’ve experienced.

With this in mind, please answer the following questions regarding changes made to the
original PAC proposal by the City Attorney:

Why is it now required to include a member of the Police Bureau, a member of the Portland Police
Association, and a member of the Portland Police Commanders Association in the screening process
for the community board, when members of this board are specifically prohibited from having any
affiliations with PPB or the PPA?

https://www.portland.gov/council/documents/resolution/resolution-amendments-department-justice-settlement-agreement-and-city
https://www.portland.gov/council/documents/resolution/resolution-amendments-department-justice-settlement-agreement-and-city
https://www.portland.gov/council/documents/resolution/resolution-amendments-department-justice-settlement-agreement-and-city
https://www.portland.gov/council/documents/resolution/resolution-amendments-department-justice-settlement-agreement-and-city


Why did you choose to withhold an assigned navigator from a complainant until after a preliminary
investigation is conducted? How will the complainant be supported through the preliminary
investigation?

Why did you reduce the size of the board and the hearing panels? How can our city’s diversity be
represented during a hearing with only three panelists? Additionally, how do you expect only 21
members to effectively review the expected 240 cases per year? This along with the proposed
requirement for the compensation mechanism for board members be approved by City Council
undermine the independence of the board, as well as make it substantially more challenging for
minoritized people to participate.

Why did you remove the ability to file an appeal of complaint decisions, a right already established in
1982?

Why did you narrow what complaints the board will be able to review?

Although the police chief is appointed by the Mayor, they are still a sworn officer, and should face the
same oversight treatment as other sworn officers - why was this changed to the board only making
recommendations to the mayor?

Why did you cut down the national standard of four possible findings on allegations to only two, and
removed the systemic, non-punitive findings?

Why are you requiring a ride-along for board members? This board is supposed to include people from
minoritized communities that experience over-policing. This requirement will limit their capacity to
participate in the board. As we’ve seen with the ride-along waivers issued during the COVID
pandemic, they do not need to be required moving forward.

We feel great concern over your amendment that members of the board are prohibited from having
“anti-police bias.” Our primary concern is that candidates that are pro-police accountability may be
conflated with having anti-police sentiments. Not only is this term poorly defined, but we hold deep
concerns that this will be weaponized disproportionately towards candidates with lived experience.



Why did you remove the requirement that the annual report includes data on the settlements paid out
for police misconduct, even though this data is required to be published by the Compliance Officer
under the USDOJ Settlement Agreement?

As written, this resolution is not an adequate implementation plan for Ballot Measure 26-217. To
move this forward would be to undermine the intentional efforts of everyone in this city working to
independently monitor our Police Bureau.

Additionally,we request that after the 30-day public input period the City Attorney be
required to return to City Council with amended proposals.

Sincerely,

Lauren Armony
Systemic Change ProgramDirector
Sister of the Road
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November	14,	2023	
	
To:	 	 Mayor	Wheeler,	Commissioners	Gonzalez,	Mapps,	Rubio,	and	Ryan	
From:	 	 Debbie	Aiona,	former	Police	Accountability	Commission	member	
Re:	 	 Agenda	item	#964,	Community	Board	for	Police	Accountability		
	
	 The	Police	Accountability	Commission	(PAC)	devoted	nearly	two	years	to	drafting	a	
plan	and	code	for	the	city’s	new	police	accountability	system.		Independent	legal	counsel	
hired	by	the	city	advised	us	and	wrote	the	proposed	code.		PAC	members	unanimously	
endorsed	the	final	product.		It	is	extremely	disappointing	that	the	City	Attorney’s	proposal	
dismantles	key	provisions	and	undermines	our	efforts	to	follow	the	voters’	will	and	create	
a	community-centered	oversight	system	worthy	of	public	trust.			
	
	 As	a	former	PAC	member,	a	member	of	Mayor	Katz’s	PIIAC	workgroup,	and	a	
regular	attendee	at	Citizen	Review	Committee	meetings,	I	have	a	long	history	with	police	
oversight	in	Portland.		The	PAC	devoted	a	great	deal	of	effort	devising	a	system	consistent	
with	the	voter-adopted	charter	amendment,	as	open	and	transparent	as	possible,	allowing	
participation	by	both	the	general	public	and	individual	complainants	to	the	greatest	extent	
possible,	and	with	the	independence	to	do	its	job	free	from	political	and	police	bureau	
influence.	
	
	 Unfortunately,	the	City	Attorney’s	proposed	code	removes	or	changes	much	of	what	
would	have	accomplished	those	goals.		The	list	below	outlines	specific	items	of	concern.	
	
	 It	is	hard	to	believe	that	we	may	be	headed	for	an	oversight	system	that	is	more	
opaque	that	our	current	system	for	both	the	general	public	and	the	complainant.		In	a	step	
backward,	the	city	proposal	takes	away	the	right	for	the	complainant	to	appeal	misconduct	
case	findings.		Currently,	the	Citizen	Review	Committee	holds	appeal	hearings	in	the	open.		
Because	the	new	system	is	structured	differently,	routine	open	meetings	are	no	longer	
possible,	but	the	City	Attorney	removed	the	PAC’s	provision	for	a	public	interest	exception,	
closing	the	door	for	the	public	to	observe	the	proceedings.		The	Community	Board	for	
Police	Accountability	(CBPA)	is	required	to	hold	its	votes	on	findings	and	discipline	in	
public,	but	according	to	the	proposed	city	code,	they	will	not	even	share	the	nature	of	the	
allegations,	even	though	the	officer’s	name	will	not	be	revealed.			
	
	 Currently,	Independent	Police	Review	accepts	all	misconduct	complaints,	but	the	
city	proposal	limits	the	types	of	cases	over	which	CBPA	has	authority,	unless	they	request	a	
code	change	by	city	council.		This	is	in	spite	of	the	fact	that	the	charter	says,	“The	Board	
may	investigate	other	complaints	or	incidents	of	misconduct	as	they	see	fit	or	as	mandated	
by	City	Code.”		The	code	also	indicates	the	police	bureau	will	be	responsible	for	courtesy	
and	truthfulness	complaints.		The	public	wanted	to	get	away	from	having	police	investigate	
other	police,	one	of	the	problems	identified	in	our	current	system.		It	isn’t	even	clear	where	
the	public	will	submit	those	complaints.					
	
	 It	is	especially	concerning	that	the	draft	city	code	places	three	law	enforcement	
members,	two	of	them	from	police	unions,	on	the	nine-member	nominating	committee	for	



the	new	board.		The	community	wanted	an	independent,	community-led	system;	there	
likely	will	be	lingering	doubts	about	the	board	if	police	had	such	an	outsized	role	in	
selecting	them.			
	
	 Finally,	the	charter	says,	“The	Mayor,	City	Council,	Auditor,	and	City	departments,	
bureaus	and	other	administrative	agencies	shall	not	interfere	in	the	exercise	of	the	Board’s	
independent	judgment.”		In	light	of	that	provision,	the	deputy	city	administrator	should	not	
be	responsible	for	Office	of	Community-based	Police	Accountability	(OCPA)	administrative	
rules,	certifying	board	member	background	checks,	and	annually	reviewing	their	eligibility	
to	serve	on	the	board.		The	OCPA	director	should	be	responsible	for	those	tasks,	especially	
because	the	current	version	of	the	city’s	organizational	chart	places	the	OCPA	and	CBPA	
under	the	same	deputy	administrator	as	the	police	bureau.	
	
	 As	a	former	PAC	member,	I	join	my	colleagues	in	asking	that	at	the	very	least,	you	do	
not	vote	on	this	Wednesday.		I	request	a	public	meeting	between	the	City	Attorney	and	the	
former	members	of	the	PAC	to	walk	through	the	changes	and	allow	us	to	offer	meaningful	
feedback	on	the	revisions.		The	City	Attorney	should	take	public	input	into	consideration	
and	revise	the	plan	before	Council	votes.	
	
	
	
Listed	below	are	problematic	provisions	that	should	be	reconsidered:		
	
Independence		
	

• The	city’s	proposed	code	gives	CBPA	permission	to	recommend	administrative	rules	
to	the	city	administrator,	who	will	have	final	rule	making	authority.		This	provision	
should	be	removed	in	order	to	maintain	the	new	board’s	independence	as	voters	
intended.		The	City	Charter	states	the	following:	“The	Mayor,	City	Council,	Auditor,	
and	City	departments,	bureaus	and	other	administrative	agencies	shall	not	interfere	
in	the	exercise	of	the	Board’s	independent	judgment.”			

• The	city’s	proposed	code	assigns	the	deputy	city	administrator	the	responsibility	for	
certifying	board	member	background	checks	and	annually	confirming	eligibility	to	
serve	on	the	board.		The	OCPA	director	should	be	responsible	for	these	tasks,	
especially	because	the	current	version	of	the	city’s	organizational	chart	places	the	
OCPA	and	CBPA	under	the	same	deputy	administrator	as	the	police	bureau.		

	
	
Investigations	and	Hearings	
	

• The	PAC	included	a	wide	range	of	cases	over	which	the	OCPA	would	have	
jurisdiction,	including	“complaints	or	incidents	of	misconduct	that	are	of	community	
concern	because	of	their	impact	on	community	members.”		According	to	the	City	
Attorney’s	proposed	code,	if	the	new	board	wants	to	accept	complaints	beyond	what	
they	listed,	the	CBPA	will	need	to	ask	city	council	to	amend	the	code.		This	is	in	spite	



of	the	fact	that	the	City	Charter	states	the	following:		“The	Board	may	investigate	
other	complaints	or	incidents	of	misconduct	as	they	see	fit	or	as	mandated	by	City	
Code.”			
Furthermore,	the	draft	city	code	calls	out	Courtesy	and	Truthfulness	complaints	and	
assigns	those	investigations	to	the	Portland	Police	Bureau	(PPB).		Courtesy	
complaints	are	common,	cover	rude	behavior,	and	are	important	to	affected	
community	members.		The	new	oversight	board	should	be	responsible	for	
investigating	these	types	of	complaints.		

• The	PAC	recommended	hearings	panels	made	up	of	five	CBPA	members	responsible	
for	considering	completed	investigations	and	making	findings	on	the	allegations.		
The	PAC	wanted	to	promote	diversity	in	both	demographic	and	lived	experience.		
The	city	proposes	panels	of	three	members,	making	it	more	difficult	to	achieve	that	
goal.		

• The	PAC	code	gave	hearings	panels	the	authority	to	make	independent	decisions	on	
findings	based	on	the	results	of	the	investigation.		The	city	authorizes	investigative	
staff	to	recommend	findings,	subverting	the	CBPA’s	independence.		

• The	draft	city	code	calls	for	two	possible	findings	in	misconduct	cases	--	sustained	
and	not	sustained.		This	is	contrary	to	the	nationally	recognized	approach	of	four	
options	(or	variations):		1.	sustained	or	founded;	2.	not	sustained	or	not	resolved	or	
unresolved;	3.	exonerated;	or	4.	unfounded.		(Standards	and	Guidelines	for	Internal	
Affairs:		Recommendations	from	a	Community	of	Practice,	U.S.	DOJ,	Office	of	
Community	Oriented	Policing	Services,	p.	50)		

	
	
Public	Participation	and	Transparency	
	

• The	current	oversight	system	routinely	holds	misconduct	case	appeals	in	sessions	
open	to	the	public.		Because	the	CBPA	will	be	integral	to	the	accountability	system	
and	have	the	authority	to	make	decisions,	hearings	will	be	held	in	executive	session,	
unless	the	officer	requests	an	open	hearing.		The	PAC	included	a	provision	that	
would	have	given	the	CBPA	the	authority	to	make	sessions	open	to	the	public	when	
it	was	in	the	public	interest.		The	proposed	city	code	eliminates	that	provision.		

• In	the	proposed	city	code,	misconduct	case	hearings	will	primarily	be	held	in	
executive	session,	but	the	vote	on	findings	and	discipline	must	be	done	in	public.		
The	city’s	proposed	code	calls	for	the	CBPA	to	take	that	vote,	but	refer	to	allegations	
by	number	only.		They	may	not	describe	the	nature	of	the	allegations	when	taking	
their	vote.		Under	the	current	system,	officers’	and	appellants’	names	are	made	
anonymous,	but	allegations	and	findings	are	openly	discussed.		This	provision	
provides	less	transparency	than	the	current	IPR	system.		When	voters	
overwhelmingly	opted	to	change	our	city’s	charter,	they	were	calling	for	an	
improved	system,	not	a	more	opaque	one.	

• The	PAC	code	lists	required	contents	in	the	CBPA	annual	reports,	including	a	listing	
of	the	“number,	nature,	and	settlement	amount	of	civil	suits	against	PPB	officers	
regardless	of	whether	the	City	is	a	defendant	in	the	litigation.”		The	city	removed	



this	requirement	in	spite	of	the	fact	that	this	is	a	U.S.	DOJ	Settlement	Agreement	
requirement	and	of	interest	to	the	taxpayers	who	cover	the	cost.			

• The	PAC	code	requires	city	council	to	take	oral	testimony	following	the	presentation	
of	annual	or	expert	reports.		The	proposed	city	code	eliminates	that	requirement.		
	
	

Oversight	Board	and	Staff	
	

• The	proposed	city	code	spells	out	the	membership	of	the	nominating	committee	that	
will	recommend	board	members	for	appointment	to	the	CBPA.		The	draft	city	code	
places	three	law	enforcement	members	on	the	committee,	two	of	them	police	union	
representatives.		This	is	a	grossly	outsized	police	presence	to	seat	a	board	mandated	
to	be	independent	of	the	police	bureau.		The	same	committee	will	be	responsible	for	
screening	applications	for	the	OCPA	director.		This	creates	the	perception,	if	not	
reality,	that	the	board	is	not	independent	of	the	bureau	for	which	they	are	providing	
oversight.		It	further	runs	the	risk	of	undermining	community	trust	in	the	new	
system,	which	is	supposed	to	be	community-based.		

• The	proposed	city	code	reduces	the	number	of	CBPA	members	from	33	to	21.		The	
PAC	mapped	out	the	number	of	complaints	it	expects	the	CBPA	and	OCPA	to	handle	
in	a	year	and	determined	a	board	made	up	of	33	members	would	be	sufficient	to	
handle	the	work	without	overburdening	individual	board	members.		

• The	proposed	city	code	requires	board	members	to	go	on	ride-alongs	with	police	
officers.		This	requirement	may	be	problematic	for	some	board	members,	especially	
those	who	have	experienced	police-related	trauma.			

	
	
Community	Members	and	Complainants		
	

• The	city’s	proposed	code	does	not	require	assignment	of	a	Complaint	Navigator	at	
the	time	the	complaint	is	filed.		It	instead	requires	assignment	no	later	than	when	
the	decision	is	made	to	open	a	full	investigation.		We	have	heard	from	complainants	
using	the	current	system	that	they	often	find	the	process	confusing	and	opaque.		The	
Complaint	Navigator	is	the	PAC’s	approach	to	providing	support	and	information	
throughout	the	process	and	should	be	provided	immediately	as	the	PAC	
recommends.			

• The	proposed	code	gives	complainants	the	option	only	to	appeal	an	OCPA	decision	
to	dismiss	a	complaint.		The	PAC	proposal	gives	complainants	the	option	to	appeal	
non-sustained	findings,	as	does	our	current	system.		It	is	a	significant	setback	to	
remove	a	complainant’s	right	to	appeal.		Under	the	city’s	proposed	code,	however,	
the	officer	has	appeal	options.		This	disparity	strains	public	trust	in	the	fairness	of	
the	system.	

• The	proposed	city	code	prohibits	the	complainant	and	involved	officer	from	
attending	hearings	on	their	case,	with	one	exception	–	officers	can	attend	their	Due	
Process	hearing.		The	PAC	code	allows	complainants	and	officers	along	with	
specified	support	people	to	attend	and	participate	in	hearings.		It	is	difficult	to	see	



what	public	interest	is	served	by	shrouding	these	hearings	in	secrecy	from	the	
people	directly	involved.	

• The	proposed	city	code	does	not	require	wide	distribution	of	complaint	forms	or	
community	education	on	the	process.		As	with	any	new	program,	the	success	and	
acceptance	of	the	system	will	require	the	city	to	invest	in	and	distribute	educational	
materials.	

	
	
Continual	Improvement	
	

• The	proposed	city	code	eliminates	the	option	for	additional	ratings	in	misconduct	
cases.		Adding	these	ratings	is	a	well-accepted	practice	intended	to	highlight	
systemic	shortcomings	in	order	to	prevent	future	occurrences.	The	PAC	
recommended	the	following	additional	ratings:	supervisory	issue,	training	issue,	
communication	issue,	policy	issue,	and	equipment	issue.		It	is	hard	to	understand	
why	this	technique	for	preventing	future	problems	was	eliminated.		

• It	is	disappointing	the	proposed	city	code	did	not	include	a	requirement	for	Sentinel	
Event	Reviews.		These	are	well-established	processes	to	examine	systemic	forward-
looking,	root	cause	reviews	of	undesirable	police-related	outcomes.		They	are	
designed	to	allow	for	the	development	of	recommendations	for	preventing	
reoccurrence	through	continuous	process	improvements.		(Mending	Justice	–	
Sentinel	Event	Reviews,	National	Institute	of	Justice	
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/247141.pdf)	
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I am writing today to express my disappointment that the Portland City Attorney has seen fit to

substantially change and discount the recommendations of the Police Accountability Commission. The

members of this Commission were appointed by the City to implement the will of the people for a new

and more effective civilian review process that would hold Portland Police accountable to their own

standards of conduct.

The changes were made without consulting Commission members and reflect an arrogant attitude

toward our community. When the Commission presented its recommendations to Council, the Mayor

expressed concern that representatives of the Portland Police and former police officers are barred from

serving on the Community Police Oversight Board. The whole point of an independent civilian review

board is just that—independence from the police. The Mayor disagrees with this interpretation;

however, it is required by the actual ordinance passed by 82% of Portland voters.

The City Attorney’s proposal seeks to do an end run around this provision by requiring that three Police

Bureau representatives serve on the committee that is empowered to select members of the Community

Board. This proposal violates the spirit if not even the letter of the ballot measure. The people of

Portland signaled that they want clear daylight between the Police Bureau and the new Community

Police Oversight Board.

The Police Accountability Commission proposed that everyone who files a complaint be assigned a

Complaint Navigator from the time they first call in. The City Attorneys rewrote this so the Navigators

aren't assigned until after a preliminary investigation leads to a decision to conduct a full investigation

(although a Navigator can be assigned earlier if staff decides it is appropriate). The reason that the

Commission proposed a Navigator from the beginning is to ensure that every person who believes they

have experienced police misconduct is communicated with and respected. This provision is very

important for regaining trust among Portlanders that the City takes seriously and is supportive of their

rights to be respected by the Portland Police.

The Police Accountability Commission asked that 5-7 people hear cases, which is the number of people

on the current Police Review Board. But the City is saying now it will be three or more people. How do

you reflect the diversity of the City with a panel of three?

The City Attorney also cut the number of Community Board members down from 33 to 21. The

Community Board will be all volunteers and could be hearing as many as 240 cases a year. A larger Board

spreads the burden of the work over more people and is especially important if we want people who

have jobs, families, other responsibilities, disabilities, and other constraints on their time available to

serve. Why is the City Attorney making it more difficult for people from marginalized communities to

serve on this Board?

The City Attorney has removed the ability to file an appeal of complaint decisions (a right established in

1982 in Portland and key to its previous oversight systems).

The City Attorney inserted a prohibition on Board members having an "anti-police bias."  This is a very

vague term and can be used for political reasons. Is being pro-accountability anti-police? Some would say

so. Moreover, the City Attorney has added this statement: "Board members must be capable of making

fair and impartial decisions based on the evidence presented to them in an environment where

controversy is common. Fairness includes considering lived experience, the experiences of the



community members, and of the police officers involved in the case."   Such a clause against "anti-police

bias" has caused serious issues in other cities, including Boulder, Colorado.

There are other problematic changes proposed by the City Attorney. However, the above list should be

enough to convince the Council that rather than tinkering with the Police Accountability Commission’s

recommendations—which were done in consultation with the community and with experts in the field

of police accountability—you should approve their recommendations and commit to revisiting this topic

only after their recommendations have been put into place and tested.



November 15, 2023

To: Mayor Wheeler, Commissioners Gonzalez, Mapps, Rubio, and Ryan
Re: Agenda item #964, Community Board for Police Accountability 

Portland Forward supports community safety and democracy. Advance the PAC’s proposal.

Portland Forward is an intergenerational organization focused on the big ideas that will make our city 
truly work for everyone. Like many in Portland, we closely follow community safety issues. In 2020, we 
were with the 82% of Portland voters who called on the city to improve public safety and trust in our 
police bureau by improving upon our ineffectual police oversight system. As long-time advocates for 
deep democracy and meaningful public engagement, we were impressed with the work of the Police 
Accountability Commission (PAC) over their two years of thorough public engagement and community 
dialog. These volunteer community members spent countless, thankless, hours researching national 
best practices, receiving input from Portlanders, and crafting something that would advance public 
trust and enhance safety.

The City Council should honor the work of the PAC and the hundreds of people they heard from as 
they researched and developed their proposal. If Council ignores the efforts of the city’s own boards 
and commissions, and the input of community members who spend their evenings or weekends 
attending a public input event, that communicates to the people of Portland that you believe their 
opinions and experiences don’t matter in the creation of policy. The Council should recognize that 
Portland’s richness has always been in the involvement of her residents.

The PAC came up with good and nuanced answers to tricky questions around community complaints 
about police conduct. In contrast, the ham-fisted proposal currently under consideration, developed 
with no community engagement or public input, moves us backwards on police accountability. Here 
are just a few of the many problems with the impoverished oversight system detailed by the City 
Attorney:

• No longer will community members be able to appeal a decision they believe was incorrectly 
reached. 

• Instead of adopting the national standard of four possible outcomes, the proposal 
unnecessarily removes non-punitive findings that would improve the bureau’s policies and 
build community trust. 

• This proposal removes transparency provisions that would allow the board to operate 
transparently when necessary for the public interest.

• Using Police Bureau members for a full third of the nominating committee strains credulity that 
the new oversight board proposed here can achieve the voters’ desire for an independent 
system.

We encourage you to send the work of the PAC forward to the Department of Justice instead of the 
proposal before you today, which would move the city backwards on police accountability. If you listen 
to the people, the DOJ will listen to the city.

Portlanders want two things: a safe community and an accountable police department. Opponents to 
accountability would like to argue that accountability reduces safety. What Portlanders know — and 
how they voted — is in fact that an accountable police department PROMOTES A SAFER CITY.

James Ofsink (he/him)
President, Portland Forward
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I am Carolyn Buppert, president of the League of Women Voters of Portland.  We 

have grave concerns about the City Attorney’s proposed code.  

We object to taking a vote on the resolution today, before the 30-day public 

comment period has ended.  The public sent a clear message when it approved 

Measure 26-217.  Portlanders want a community-centered oversight system with 

the independence to do its job free from political and police bureau influence.  The 

City’s proposed code undermines that goal.  Furthermore, the proposal disrespects 

the Police Accountability Commission’s careful work and will discourage other 

community members from participating in city boards and commissions. 

 

The League urges you to provide information about the reasoning behind the City’s 

changes. Then use the public’s comments to draft a code and settlement agreement 

amendments more reflective of community input. Then vote in mid-December.  We 

expect the DOJ will overlook the 60-day deadline if the city uses the additional time 

to confer with the public.   

 
Here are some concerns about the City’s proposed code: 
 

1. The right to appeal non-sustained findings in misconduct cases has been 

eliminated; 

2. One third of the nominating committee for board membership will be 

police; 

3. The board could no longer hold open hearings when it is in the public 

interest; 

4. When the board takes a public vote on findings and discipline, it cannot 

describe the nature of the allegations; 

5. It does not require educating the community on the process; 

6. And it limits the types of cases the new oversight agency can accept in 

spite of the fact the City Charter gives the board the authority to investigate 

other complaints as they see fit.   

Please delay voting until the end of the comment period. 



Testimony in Opposition to Resolution 964

The Mental Health Alliance opposes several proposed amendments to Section VIII of the DOJ
Settlement Agreement. The City cannot effectively counteract unlawful policing if it does not
properly form a diverse oversight board. Accordingly, the City Council should build policy in
line with the purpose of the agreement, and avoid placing barriers to involvement that would
predominantly impact people with lived experience.

● MHA opposes the requirement that CBPA members participate in a ride-along
It is unclear how police ride-alongs would clarify procedures for board members.
Evaluating whether an officer's conduct aligns with policy should be a matter of looking
at the facts of the case, the policies as written, and drawing from expertise acquired
during the training process. In addition to being unnecessary, a ride-along could easily
deter people with lived experience of mental illness or trauma disorder from participating
on the board. The settlement agreement calls for community inclusion and oversight; a
diverse board aligns with the agreement, and the City should avoid placing unnecessary
burdens on community members who may be unwilling to participate in a ride along, but
who are otherwise willing and able to be active, informed, and dutiful members of the
board.

● MHA opposes for-cause removal on the basis of "objective demonstration of bias for
or against the police"
A vague prohibition against bias could too easily be used to remove members who have
lived experience with mental illness and members from other marginalized communities
disproportionately affected by police misconduct. Board members should be assessed
based on how well they are performing their duties. If bias is so severe that it interferes
with the function of the board, then there would presumably be an independent basis for
their removal. MHA recommends removing this basis for removal entirely. If not
removed, the city should at least provide objective criteria for making a determination of
bias.

● MHA opposes the catch-all requirement that members meet "other qualifications as
determined appropriate by City Council”
We recognize the need for some flexibility in setting qualifications for board members,
but this amendment should have more specific language as to how the appropriateness of
these after-determined qualifications could be assessed.

● MHA opposes the catch-all basis for for-cause removal
We recognize the need for some flexibility in setting bases for removal, but this



amendment should have more specific language clarifying the scope of the City’s power
to create new reasons for removal.

The Mental Health Alliance additionally opposes several changes to the City Code.

● MHA opposes changes to the city code that are identical, or substantially similar, to
the proposed amendments to the settlement agreement listed above.

● MHA opposes requiring representatives from the PPB, PPA, and PPCOA to be on
the CBPA appointment committee
Such a prominent police presence on the appointment committee threatens the aims of the
measure to create a board that is genuinely independent from the police. MHA stands
with and urges the City to listen to PAC members, those who helped develop Measure
26-217, and many other vocal community members who oppose this change to the City
Code.

Thank you.

Signed,

Meredith Mathis, JD
On behalf of the Mental Health Alliance



November 15, 2023 
 
 While I am a member of the League of Women Voters of Portland, Oregon, I am writing 
this letter on a personal basis only. 
 
 I am writing to object to the Council's voting on the City Attorney's proposed Code 
changes regarding scheduled to be heard today. 
 
 Firstly, the public should be afforded the full 60-day period to comment on these 
proposals, rather than 30 days prior to a vote. It is difficult to believe that the US Department of 
Justice will object to this delay given that it is predicated on receiving public comment and the 
delay is a limited one, particularly in the context of how long the Justice Department has been 
exercising jurisdiction in this area. 
 
 Secondly, it appears that the proposed Code changes removes the PAC's 
recommendation for the provision of a complaint navigator no later than at the determination 
by the OCPA to conduct a full investigation. This is a significant revision and violates the 
underlying purpose of the Charter Amendment 26-217 which was to organize an independent 
community police oversight board which would promptly, fairly and impartially investigate 
complaints made regarding Portland Police Bureau sworn employees and supervisors. The 
Community Board for Police Accountability's Recommendation essentially levels the playing 
field between community members and the often confusing governmental investigative 
processes. A complaint navigator would also provide increased efficiency and clarity to the 
OCPA as it investigates complaints. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Patricia Garner 
 Portland, Oregon 
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I am writing today to express my disappointment that the Portland City Attorney has seen fit to

substantially change and discount the recommendations of the Police Accountability Commission. The

members of this Commission were appointed by the City to implement the will of the people for a new

and more effective civilian review process that would hold Portland Police accountable to their own

standards of conduct.

The changes were made without consulting Commission members and reflect an arrogant attitude

toward our community. When the Commission presented its recommendations to Council, the Mayor

expressed concern that representatives of the Portland Police and former police officers are barred from

serving on the Community Police Oversight Board. The whole point of an independent civilian review

board is just that—independence from the police. The Mayor disagrees with this interpretation;

however, it is required by the actual ordinance passed by 82% of Portland voters.

The City Attorney’s proposal seeks to do an end run around this provision by requiring that three Police

Bureau representatives serve on the committee that is empowered to select members of the Community

Board. This proposal violates the spirit if not even the letter of the ballot measure. The people of

Portland signaled that they want clear daylight between the Police Bureau and the new Community

Police Oversight Board.

The Police Accountability Commission proposed that everyone who files a complaint be assigned a

Complaint Navigator from the time they first call in. The City Attorneys rewrote this so the Navigators

aren't assigned until after a preliminary investigation leads to a decision to conduct a full investigation

(although a Navigator can be assigned earlier if staff decides it is appropriate). The reason that the

Commission proposed a Navigator from the beginning is to ensure that every person who believes they

have experienced police misconduct is communicated with and respected. This provision is very

important for regaining trust among Portlanders that the City takes seriously and is supportive of their

rights to be respected by the Portland Police.

The Police Accountability Commission asked that 5-7 people hear cases, which is the number of people

on the current Police Review Board. But the City is saying now it will be three or more people. How do

you reflect the diversity of the City with a panel of three?

The City Attorney also cut the number of Community Board members down from 33 to 21. The

Community Board will be all volunteers and could be hearing as many as 240 cases a year. A larger Board

spreads the burden of the work over more people and is especially important if we want people who

have jobs, families, other responsibilities, disabilities, and other constraints on their time available to

serve. Why is the City Attorney making it more difficult for people from marginalized communities to

serve on this Board?

The City Attorney has removed the ability to file an appeal of complaint decisions (a right established in

1982 in Portland and key to its previous oversight systems).

The City Attorney inserted a prohibition on Board members having an "anti-police bias."  This is a very

vague term and can be used for political reasons. Is being pro-accountability anti-police? Some would say

so. Moreover, the City Attorney has added this statement: "Board members must be capable of making

fair and impartial decisions based on the evidence presented to them in an environment where

controversy is common. Fairness includes considering lived experience, the experiences of the



community members, and of the police officers involved in the case."   Such a clause against "anti-police

bias" has caused serious issues in other cities, including Boulder, Colorado.

There are other problematic changes proposed by the City Attorney. However, the above list should be

enough to convince the Council that rather than tinkering with the Police Accountability Commission’s

recommendations—which were done in consultation with the community and with experts in the field

of police accountability—you should approve their recommendations and commit to revisiting this topic

only after their recommendations have been put into place and tested.
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November 15, 202 3 

City of Portlland Council 
1200-1220 SW 5th Av -. 
Portia nd., Oregon 97204 

• • •• en ime ementation of the 
,eommunity Pollice oversight Board,: Measure 2.,6-217 

Gorn issioners R bio, Rya , Mapps, and Gonzalez and Mayor W eel,er, 

My name is Sandy Ch g, and y prono ns a e she· and her; I am the Ex· cutlv,e Director of e 
American Civil Libertl@s U • fon of Orego • (ACLU of Oregon). We .irn a nonpartisan, no,nprnlit 
ori~ ization dedica ed to defiendi g and enhancing civ il liber ·e·s and civi ll rights w it , rnorie t an 
27,000 m mb -rs stat wid· . 

I am er today to, oppos Ag nd Item 964. Ag nda Item 9'64 ,contains steps th • would 
we.a ken Me.as.ure 26-217, the measur,e t at was adopted y more, than 81% of Porti a · d voters 
to •create Com mu ity Police Oversight Board with th power . nd stru ure -eded to ere te 
neces.sa ry po l oe accountabi lity in om City. We vigoro sly oppos,e any steps. by t he• City t o 
ro llback or weaken the impleme tation of Measur 26-217. 

Portland Poli~e has a long history of racist misoonduct and viote,nt e towards Blacik and 
brow1n com muntty mie m be rs 

In 202:0, the people ,of Portland took to th . tre-ets or 100 straight ays. to prote t syst mic 
racism and wtt itei supremacy - because polioe misconduct and viole ce towards BIia ck people• is 
unjust, immoral, nd - us,t be st.opp d.1 

The following .a r - so ,e of th many xamp! s ,of PPIB's racist misconduc and viol nee towards 
Black communlty members: 

1 hltps://www.lkoin.oomtnewstspecial reportsla..bne ~hisl:ory-of~african-amer'ic.ans~ ·111ecf..by pp1bl; 
.1::1!:!ps :l/www.opb.org,rartid@/202 /02123/polf c€M, hootin g-quanlcti•hayps-set1fo1m1;1n II 
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In 981 Portland po•lice racially ara:ssed Black rest uran owne by leav· g dead 
possums in front of tll•e restaurant.2 

In 985, Portland police ki lled o,yd "Tony" Stevenson wfth a sleeper chokehold. In 
response to public; •01..1t ra,ge abou t' e murder of Mr; Stevenso , Port land polioe officers 
r spond d by , lling • -shirts a a pr, dnct p. rking lot with an i ag of smoking 
handgu and t he words,. "Don't Choke ' m, Smokie' m.""3 

In 2003, Kendra Ja 1es was • unned down by Portland po lice during a traffic stop.4 

In 2010r Aaron Campbell was shot in the back and killed by Port land polioe during .a 
welfa re i:::heclk ,[. 

In 2017, Quanice Hayes was sho aind ki lled by Portland police with an AR-15 rifle while 
ti - was o - his k ees with his ariti1S raised.6 

In 2017, Port land pol ice ,officers h lped West Un - police officers arnss Michael Fes er 
by wrongfully arresting him.' What d id Michae·I Fe~.ser do? He had raise concerns about 
unlawful discrimination at work. Mr. Fe s 's boss was afra id that Mr. F, ss r w,o Id sue 
for m1lawfu l discr imination so he had his 1 ·shing buddy'' at West Linn police work wit 
Portia d Polic.e Office rs to arrest Mr. F sser. 

In 2019,, Andre Gladen, a legally bli d ma wit mental h,ealt h needs, was, killed by 
Port lan po lice. g 

In 2022, lrn ma ueal Jaquez Cl.a -Jo, nson was fata lly shot in the back by Portland police 
wtt an AR-15 rirfle .1'° 

hHps:ttw,w . vN,reel<.co' /news/2016/04/20/lls-beeri-31-years-s1ince.l loydl-lony-stevenso n-wi,1-s .. kJUed-by-po r 
- - - · · . · · 1t 

' • .. Pilitlcs:d!e,at 
•1 J 
s 

htlw•;: f/www.orngo nilva.comtcrim@/2021/01 /po rtlan d-polrca-shootirnn;d-aarnn•ca mpb@IH n,-2:01 Q•under-scr 
uti ny-by-inte , atio:na -comm issio . htm1 
6 hltps:/lwww.opb.org/artrdel2021103/11.lportlm1d::SettfemenH1olic9:kiltl ng .. q u an ice:hayul 
r 

~==•-==Elpon!iye.cgm/gime/2O21/03ipo I d r e--u - e 0d-anest-a-ms1 0-b@s0d-011--a::d 
eeply-flawed-c ri mina.1-i nvestiga ti on-review-of-mi chaelc-fesser-case-fi n d s.html 
8 https :ltwww.washington pooLcomfnatio nl2020(02/18foregon:discyimi ation-arrustl 
9 hltps :flwww .opb .orgfnews.larticte/grandejU{Y:tran,script-portJ and officer-shoot[ng~andre-gladenl 
10 https }/www.m c a,uslwp-contti nUup oads.12023/0 9'.IOIS•Memo. Cla rld ohnson, P-4f 
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Portla1 di Police con ·nue to arget Bl ck and . ow driv r s at diSpropo,rti,onate rates, 
even after the City and Portland Police Departrne t tiaiv-e been put on notlce about this 
rada lly di.sparate pr.actice.11 

, his is not a fu ll history o the, harm, harassment, viole ce, a111d dea1th that the Portland Police 
D part nt has inflict ::. on Black d brown p ,opl -. Nlori@-th@less, th slices of hi tory 
demonst rat e t hat h,e Portland Po!ic,e has a long a111d continui g istory of intimidati g, 

ara ·ng, arming, nd kill i• g Bfac p ,opl without account bil"ty. It is 'mport:ant at th Cit y 
of Portla nd remember and act on t is history and ,continui ng rea lity. 

In 20120,. lillore than 81% -of Portland voters adop,ted Measu1re 26-217 in 01rder lo ,create, 
more accountabHity for· Po,rt!land Police 

In 2020; more than 81 % of Portland voters adopted Meas _ re 26-217. The m ea:s _ re a mien d ed 
the Crty's charter to @stablish a Communit y P1olic - Oversight B,oard and o provide it with the 
resources and powers needled to be effective. 

Port land City Council appointed 2.0 1com unity members to the Po lioe Acoo · ntabi lity 
Com ission (PAC)i to h Ip impl m nt M a ur 26-217. PAC s.p nt a mo , two y ar pu 'ng 
together its impl,emen ation recommendatio s. for t he City - focusing: their r,eoomme da:tio s 
on the impo a t goal ,of en ring that t e spi rit, i t e ·, n purpo ,e of Measure '6- • 7, as 
adopted by vote rs, ts onored during im plementatio n. 

he City .Attorney's Office has t aken PAC's implementation recommendations and altered 
important pair s, r,esu lting in the s.p·rit, inte t, and purpose of M easurie 26-217 be ing 
undermin,ed. For e.><amp l : 

,; 

- The Olity Attorney's 1pr,oposal ,creates dan.ge11ous oontrcts of ~nteilest: on the nominating 
,cmnmittee: The propo.sedl r,eq uir,ement that thre,e police repres.entativeis serve on the 
nomina'ting com ·tte cr,eates harmful conflicts o interest. on ·t e nominating 
committe,e which in turn und,erm ines the •overa ll effec \1e , ,ess. of the Co m nity Po lice 
ov rsig t Bo 

- The City Attorney's proposal is I kely to excllude people wU , relevant rved and work 
experi;ence from serving on the Co:mmLmfty Police Ov,ers"ght. Boa1rd: The 1proposed City 
code lan15: _ age prohibits, any person from Oversight Board servke if they ave .a 
demonstrarted "bias for or .against law enforcement:' This language may be manipullated 
t,o exd ude oomm , nity me bers from serving if t ey or loved ones have directly-re levant 
liv,ed and work experi -nces f volv ng po lice ·sc,onduct or violence. However, these are 
t e ,experiiences that are needed to ma~e giovernm e t .and police more• accountable to 

htlps :llwww.orogo olive. comiorime!2023l021riniort~black:bispainic-or .. !atioo-driw rs-sml .. more:liko1y4o-be .. st 
opped-by-pol'lf:la nd-pol ice-lhan-wh ite-drive rs .lhtm1I 



 

the communities that disproportionately experience police misconduct and violence -
including people of color, low-income, and disabled communities. The City Attorney's 
changes also exclude houseless people from consideration for Board service even 
though houseless people also experience disproportionate rates of police misconduct 
and violence. 

- The City's Attorneys proposal undermines the transparency of the Community Police 
Oversight Board: The City Attorney's proposals requires that the substance of allegations 
of misconduct or violence be hidden during Board hearings; however, t here is no need 
for the substance of allegations to be hidden when the names of officers are already 
anonymized. Also, as noted by t he Oregonians, a major change would move most 
investigative hearings to closed-door executive sessions which also would undermine 
the transparency of the Oversight Board's processes and deci sions. 

These are only some of multiple concerns that we have about the City Attorney's proposed 
changes. Community members who served on the PAC, including Dan Handelman who 
previously testified, can share more detailed information about how the City Attorney's 
proposed changes undermine t he effectiveness of Measure 26-217's implementation. 

We urge City Council to take the following steps so that Measure 26-217 is implemented 
effectively and the spirit, intent, and purpose of the Measure as adopted by voters is honored: 

l. Instead of voting on Agenda Item 964 today, please send this back to the City Attorney 
and request t hat they work with the Police Accountability Commission to identify and 
resolve detrimental deviations. 

2. Inform the U.S. Department of Justice and the Federal District Court about the work t hat 
is being done to resolve the differences between the PAC's recommendations and City 
Attorney's proposal s. 

Previously, regarding Measure 26-228, Mayor Wheeler st ated, "Do we trust t he w ill of the 
voters or don't we? And even t hough I don't uniformly like the outcome of the last election, it 
was t he clearly st at ed will of the voters. This is not the opportunity for elected officials to tell 
the public how we think they should be governed." 

Consistent with this fundamental democratic value of t rusting and honoring the will of voters, 
the ACLU of Oregon urges City Council to take next steps to ensure that M easure 26-217 is 
implemented effectively and not undermined. 

Thank you, 
Sandy Chung 
Executive Direct or 
ACLU of Oregon 
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Brian Owendoff: Police Accountability Committee Testimony 
Portland City Council 
November 15, 2023 

 
 

 
Good afternoon Mayor and City Commissioners. I am Brian Owendoff and I have 
lived  and worked in Portland for over 15 years, including raising our three 
children who all attended PPS. I have been active in leadership positions in the 
commercial real estate industry, nonprofit, cultural and minority mentorship 
boards over my 30+ year career.  
 
The highest duties of government, and therefore the police, are to safeguard 
freedom, to preserve life and property, to protect the constitutional rights of 
citizens and maintain respect for the rule of law by proper enforcement thereof, 
and, thereby, to preserve democratic processes in our Constitutional Republic. 
 
During the heightened emotions of the racial justice movement in Portland 
surrounding the death of George Floyd, Jo Ann Hardesty pushed forward city 
charter changes to create a new police oversight board, even though there were 
already three police oversight committees that were performing this oversight 
function.  
 
Many have realized that the committee tasked with creating the new oversight 
board was staffed with quite a few people significantly biased against the police. 
From this committee the City received 96-pages of proposed city code changes 
that would be punitive toward legitimate policing and cause even more hiring and 
retention problems. The City Attorney has paired down these changes to 27-
pages, and included such common sense measures as prohibiting board members 
with a bias against law enforcement, reducing the board size from 33 to 21 
members, including a nominating committee with police representation, and 
requiring members to receive instruction on the Police Bureau’s training and 
policies.   
 
This ordinance will only be appropriate if there were a change in composition of 
oversight committee to ensure broader representation from the PPB, the Union, 
Business groups, and neighborhood associations and protocol to insure that 



taxpayer money is being efficiently deployed to benefit Portlanders, both housed 
and houseless. 
 
The best way to assure adequate representation on the oversight board is to have 
a selection process through a committee that would represent the city fairly, 
including PPB representatives. The final appointments would be made by the city 
council. At this moment, pragmatically, the PAC is choosing the transition team 
that will choose the oversight board. 
 
I asked in September that the Council significantly modify the PAC’s 
recommendations as they are out of sync with most law abiding, tax paying 
Portlanders. At minimum, there needs to be significant changes to align with 
attracting and retaining more police officers, not less. Less officers will result in 
more rampant crime. This will result in more businesses and high net worth 
earners leaving Multnomah County, further reducing tax collection to fund 
government services.  
 
Based on the revision, the current draft is more fair to ensure accountability for 
taxpayer dollars to benefit all Portlanders and Portland businesses whose taxes 
fund our local government. While not perfect, it is better. Let’s not let perfect get 
in the way of better. 
 
In my opinion, this is one of the best City Councils in 15 years in Portland. Your 
decision today will set the stage for our City to recover and create opportunities 
for all Portlanders. I fully support the revised PAC structure. Thank you for your 
time and consideration. 



Julia Fritz-Endres
Portland, OR 97232

I am writing to Mayor Ted Wheeler and the Portland City Council today, Wednesday, Nov 15, 2023, re: City Council
hearing agenda item 964, urging you to approve the Community Board for Police Accountability Report as
written by the Police Accountability Commission.

In 2020, 82% of Portlanders voted in favor of a Community-led Police Oversight Board through Measure 26-217.
By voting for this measure, Portlanders overwhelmingly voted for more oversight of the Portland Police, and for that
oversight to be community-led — the core functionality of the measure.

I do not support any efforts by the City Council to amend the Police Accountability Report as written by the Police
Accountability Commission, including City Council’s proposed amendments that would require three police
representatives to screen the Oversight Board’s members — as this would create a deeply unethical conflict of
interest. I also do not support City Council’s proposed amendments to make hearings of investigations into police
misconduct closed-door, to remove the public’s ability to appeal complaint decisions, and to delay public access to
complaint navigator options.

Portlanders need community oversight of the Police to begin the process of Police accountability, and for that
community oversight to be just that - done by the community, not by the Police. Portlanders need a City Council and
Mayor who honor the will of voters, and do not propose amendments such as these being proposed re: the Police
Accountability Report that go directly against the will of voters, and therefore erode our democracy.

Again, I urge you to approve the Community Board for Police Accountability Report as written by the Police
Accountability Commission. Thank you for your time.

Julia Fritz-Endres



I am writing today to express my disappointment that the Portland City Attorney has seen fit to

substantially change and discount the recommendations of the Police Accountability Commission. The

members of this Commission were appointed by the City to implement the will of the people for a new

and more effective civilian review process that would hold Portland Police accountable to their own

standards of conduct.

The changes were made without consulting Commission members and reflect an arrogant attitude

toward our community. When the Commission presented its recommendations to Council, the Mayor

expressed concern that representatives of the Portland Police and former police officers are barred from

serving on the Community Police Oversight Board. The whole point of an independent civilian review

board is just that—independence from the police. The Mayor disagrees with this interpretation;

however, it is required by the actual ordinance passed by 82% of Portland voters.

The City Attorney’s proposal seeks to do an end run around this provision by requiring that three Police

Bureau representatives serve on the committee that is empowered to select members of the Community

Board. This proposal violates the spirit if not even the letter of the ballot measure. The people of

Portland signaled that they want clear daylight between the Police Bureau and the new Community

Police Oversight Board.

The Police Accountability Commission proposed that everyone who files a complaint be assigned a

Complaint Navigator from the time they first call in. The City Attorneys rewrote this so the Navigators

aren't assigned until after a preliminary investigation leads to a decision to conduct a full investigation

(although a Navigator can be assigned earlier if staff decides it is appropriate). The reason that the

Commission proposed a Navigator from the beginning is to ensure that every person who believes they

have experienced police misconduct is communicated with and respected. This provision is very

important for regaining trust among Portlanders that the City takes seriously and is supportive of their

rights to be respected by the Portland Police.

The Police Accountability Commission asked that 5-7 people hear cases, which is the number of people

on the current Police Review Board. But the City is saying now it will be three or more people. How do

you reflect the diversity of the City with a panel of three?

The City Attorney also cut the number of Community Board members down from 33 to 21. The

Community Board will be all volunteers and could be hearing as many as 240 cases a year. A larger Board

spreads the burden of the work over more people and is especially important if we want people who

have jobs, families, other responsibilities, disabilities, and other constraints on their time available to

serve. Why is the City Attorney making it more difficult for people from marginalized communities to

serve on this Board?

The City Attorney has removed the ability to file an appeal of complaint decisions (a right established in

1982 in Portland and key to its previous oversight systems).

The City Attorney inserted a prohibition on Board members having an "anti-police bias."  This is a very

vague term and can be used for political reasons. Is being pro-accountability anti-police? Some would say

so. Moreover, the City Attorney has added this statement: "Board members must be capable of making

fair and impartial decisions based on the evidence presented to them in an environment where

controversy is common. Fairness includes considering lived experience, the experiences of the



community members, and of the police officers involved in the case."   Such a clause against "anti-police

bias" has caused serious issues in other cities, including Boulder, Colorado.

There are other problematic changes proposed by the City Attorney. However, the above list should be

enough to convince the Council that rather than tinkering with the Police Accountability Commission’s

recommendations—which were done in consultation with the community and with experts in the field

of police accountability—you should approve their recommendations and commit to revisiting this topic

only after their recommendations have been put into place and tested.

Regards,

Lisa San Gabriel

Portland, OR 97211
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I am writing today to express my disappointment that the Portland City Attorney has seen fit to
substantially change and discount the recommendations of the Police Accountability
Commission. The members of this Commission were appointed by the City to implement the will
of the people for a new and more effective civilian review process that would hold Portland
Police accountable to their own standards of conduct.

The changes were made without consulting Commission members and reflect an arrogant
attitude toward our community. When the Commission presented its recommendations to
Council, the Mayor expressed concern that representatives of the Portland Police and former
police officers are barred from serving on the Community Police Oversight Board. The whole
point of an independent civilian review board is just that—independence from the police. The
Mayor disagrees with this interpretation; however, it is required by the actual ordinance passed
by 82% of Portland voters. The City Attorney’s proposal seeks to do an end run around this
provision by requiring that three Police Bureau representatives serve on the committee that is
empowered to select members of the Community Board. This proposal violates the spirit if not
even the letter of the ballot measure. The people of Portland signaled that they want clear
daylight between the Police Bureau and the new Community Police Oversight Board.

The Police Accountability Commission proposed that everyone who files a complaint be
assigned a Complaint Navigator from the time they first call in. The City Attorneys rewrote this
so the Navigators aren’t assigned until after a preliminary investigation leads to a decision to
conduct a full investigation (although a Navigator can be assigned earlier if staff decides it is
appropriate). The reason that the Commission proposed a Navigator from the beginning is to
ensure that every person who believes they have experienced police misconduct is
communicated with and respected. This provision is very important for regaining trust among
Portlanders that the City takes seriously and is supportive of their rights to be respected by the
Portland Police.

The Police Accountability Commission asked that 5-7 people hear cases, which is the number
of people on the current Police Review Board. But the City is saying now it will be three or more
people. How do you reflect the diversity of the City with a panel of three?

The City Attorney also cut the number of Community Board members down from 33 to 21. The
Community Board will be all volunteers and could be hearing as many as 240 cases a year. A
larger Board spreads the burden of the work over more people and is especially important if we
want people who have jobs, families, other responsibilities, disabilities, and other constraints on
their time available to serve. Why is the City Attorney making it more difficult for people from
marginalized communities to serve on this Board?

The City Attorney has removed the ability to file an appeal of complaint decisions (a right
established in 1982 in Portland and key to its previous oversight systems).
The City Attorney inserted a prohibition on Board members having an”anti-police bias” This is a
very vague term and can be used for political reasons. Is being pro-accountability anti-police?
Some would say so. Moreover, the City Attorney has added this statement: &quot;Board



members must be capable of making fair and impartial decisions based on the evidence
presented to them in an environment where controversy is common. Fairness includes
considering lived experience, the experiences of the community members, and of the police
officers involved in the case. Such a clause against “anti-police
bias” has caused serious issues in other cities, including Boulder, Colorado.

There are other problematic changes proposed by the City Attorney. However, the above list
should be enough to convince the Council that rather than tinkering with the Police
Accountability Commission’s recommendations—which were done in consultation with the
community and with experts in the field of police accountability—you should approve their
recommendations and commit to revisiting this topic only after their recommendations have
been put into place and tested.
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Your Life Matters
Women's Lives Matter    
Victim's Lives Matter

Bastards Lives Matter
Dis and Diff-Abled Persons Lives Matter

TLDR: And
Black Lives
don't matter
any less;
Blacks can
coexist with Bastards. Wit, Humor, Logic and Evidence will equip you to defeat your
adversary. But Ad hominem verbal abuse, vulgur misogyny and ableism ("ACAB"), will only

darken your mind and conscience. The obscene threats of rape ("FTP"), will eventually degrade and defeat you. Riots against reason and
humanity will undermine the cause of police reform. Riots are designed to fail and therefore counter-revolutionary. Find better protest chants,
and Shut The Fools Down!

Speak
Up!
SAY THIS

Shut The
Fool
Down!
NOT THAT

Respect Yourself: Respect Women. Resist the Empire. DON’T fool yourself by
glamorizing, allegorizing, trivializing, or legitimizing rape.

Here's Why

Do Justice, Make
Peace

No Justice, No
Peace

We are responsible for doing the right thing; its not enough to prove that the state has failed.
The state's failure to make just peace, does not justify our failure, whether as citizens or as
revolutionaries, to work for a just peace or articulate it as a value. I

Assume Cops
Are Bullies
Any Cop might
Act Badly
Anyone Could
Act Better
Ask Citizens to
Act Bravely
Argue with the
Courts At the Bar
NACAB

ACAB.
All Cops Are
Bastards.

Not All Cops Are Bastards, and this is a demonstrable fact.
Even if "All Cops Are Bad" by virtue of their corrupt labor union, or if we must "Assume
that Cops Are Bullies" by virtue of their mistraining, this comes about because of their
union and mistraining, not because of some birth defect, not because their parents
morally failed by giving birth out of wedlock.
And what have bastards done to deserve this insult of comparison with killer-cops? The
the ableist verbal abuse hurts the movement. Bastards Lives Matter
The exaggeration and all-or-none thinking is fallacious. *Some* cops are probably
bastards, perhaps *most* are bullies. Saying more will cause you to delude yourself
and discredit the movement for police reform and defunding the police. Also fallacious
is the inverse proposition that protestors chant: "no such thing as a bad protestor".
There are bad protestors, and even those who promote a "diversity of tactics" should
not tolerate war crimes.
The dyslogic also hurts the movement by subjecting us to a deterministic fallacy and a
genetic fallacy: ACAB asserts that your lifespan is determined what your're born with,
and your genetic inferiority makes you a morally bad person, if you're a bastard cop.
This is same dyslogic behind racism. How has it been allowed to become a dyslogic at
the center of an allegedly anti-racist movement?
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Speak
Up!
SAY THIS

Shut The
Fool
Down!
NOT THAT

Respect Yourself: Respect Women. Resist the Empire. DON’T fool yourself by
glamorizing, allegorizing, trivializing, or legitimizing rape.

Here's Why

Free The People.
Fight The Power.
Forget the Police
Defund and
Reform the
Police

FTP. F#*k The
Police.

Freeing the People is a noble goal, fighting the power is often necessary, yet these
slogans were almost never chanted in Portland in 2020.
Defeat an enemy, or to punish a criminal. In neither case do you need butt-rape as a
tactic, or any kind of rape.
Rape is a war crime, and shouldn't be tolerated, let alone encouraged as one of a
"diversity of tactics". It is perverse and unnecessary abuse of power, and as such
destroys the resistance movement, and should be a capital offense. To incite this is an
obscene threat not protected by the 1st amendment, and rightly not. All the protest
leaders and agitators are culpable for their active or silent complicity in encouraging
violent assault and rape, and the Mayor, D.A., State Attorneys, neglect to denounce it.
Moreover, My penis is an instrument of love, and it will and should be for my wife, lover,
friend, and partner. It would degrade my penis to give it to someone I hate.
Rape is a war crime. If used to degrade an enemy's wife or daughters (which has also
been incited at these protests) that would be a brutal act of misogyny done in order to
misallocate justice onto an innocent relative of the accused enemy. This incitement
degraded the protest movement from the outset, and almost guaranteed that it would
consume itself in criminality and despair, as it mostly did.
Many lives have been lost to a murder epidemic in Portland, and the mass psychogenic
illness, following the psychic conditioning under the influence of these evil mantras, is
the probable culprit. Newspapers, politicians, and "experts" are culpably ignorant and
morally idiotic for failing to diagnose or correct this.

Whats This For?
What The Folly?
Why This
Foolishness?

What The F@#k? Your situation is now that of a forensic scientist at a possible crime scene, rather than that of
baffled victim of some absurd clown show. Say this instead, and you might actually learn
something.

Black Lives
Matter.

------ They do. Saying it doesn't mean that the anyone else's life matters less. You don't have to
support "BLM Inc" or become a marxist-leninst, to acknowledge it.

Your Life
Matters.
My Life Matters

All Lives Matter. Yes, all lives matter to God. But are you god that you have the power to make the rain fall
and the sun shine and show your mercy to the whole human race? If the life of the person
standing right here doesn't matter to you, then you don't actually believe that "all lives
matter", and mouthing it is a mere excuse, and tendentious. Say it only after you've affirmed
the life value of the person you're confronting. For example, black lives matter and
indigenous lives matter, and mine does too, and does human life generally.

Flunk the mayor.
Fire the mayor

F@#k the mayor Once again, removing the mayor from office does not require that he be butt-raped, so why
incite it? Which is why this idiom should be extended, and anyone that needs to be degraded
should be flunked, and anyone who should be removed from office should be fired. Neither of
these operations require or justify the use of the disgusting and evil tactic of butt-rape.

Shut the Folly
Down!

Shut the F#$& up! This command incites moral intuition and common sense rather than mere anger and a
stupid loud reaction, and therefore it actually works. Try it sometime, and enjoy the silence
and relative peace.

Get the folly
outta here!
Take a walk
Go away!

“Get the f@#k
outta here”

Telling someone to talk a walk often works, whereas "get the f--- outta here!" often just starts
a shouting matching or a fight. And if you're the one constantly mouthing the F-- word, maybe
you should be the one to shut your own folly down, and to go take a walk and think about life
and death and ultimate reality instead. You might get what you need.
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Speak
Up!
SAY THIS

Shut The
Fool
Down!
NOT THAT

Respect Yourself: Respect Women. Resist the Empire. DON’T fool yourself by
glamorizing, allegorizing, trivializing, or legitimizing rape.

Here's Why

fornicate with the
pigs? C'mon
people.

F@#k the pigs If you've heard rioters shout this, then you know how stupid they can get. Riots are designed
to fail: therefore counter-revolutionary.

I’m going to
punish you.

“I’m going to f@#k
you up” (this is a
threat of rape or
butt-rape)

Fighting words and threats of imminent violence are not protect speech under the 1st
ammendment. It is in fact a crime, and rightly so, although not generally enforced. So now we
have plague of street fighting instead, due to the plague of fighting words and incitement, and
street fighting is not necessarily better.

Fail. Foul. Fie! F@#k! The less often you use this word, the smarter you will become.

Foolish Act.
Foolish Idiot.

F@#king Idiot Not all folly is sexual in nature. Exaggeration is not necessary in giving rebuke, and provokes
unnecessary conflict. Also better to rebuke words and actions, rather than someone's entire
character or ethos.

Fallen Woman
Slut
Coward

B!tch Any woman, no matter how degraded, has the potential to elevate herself through remorse,
repentance, and return. And through separating from and if necessary denouncing the men
who degraded her. Bitch as an insult (or as a pseudo-empowering re-appropriation of
transgressive identity) fails under the deterministic and genetic fallacy. Moreover, an actual
female canine is exactly that, and that is the good for her, and does not deserve to have her
"good" misappropriated in order to describe your "bad". Also, to call a man or boy a "bitch"
when you really mean "coward", is an act of misogyny as well as an compound insult to the
man. You might mean "punk" instead, which is also problematic, but at least it is more
precise. Calling women bitches is also misanthropic generally, insofar as the practice of
misogyny hurts the men who practice and observe it, which it inevitably does in the end.

Foolish brother.
Foul troubler.
Absentee father.
Evil step-father.
Possible Rapist

MotherF@#ker Don't let this become some kind of perverse compliment, exchanged between victims who
want to reappropriate power, or spoken by perpetrators in order to confuse their victims

Disabled person.
Bully, Bad Cop.

Bastard

Prostitute. Victim
of homosexual
rape acting out
his PTSD

Punk

Let’s have sex /
lets get married /
lets make love /
lets fornicate.

Let’s f@#k Pillow talk is sexier when its done with wit, intelligence, and assertive physicality, than when
done with mere brutality and stupid confusion. Go swimming in the river, gain strength and
temperance, and then show her a good time. But if you need some fear and excitement in
your sex life, take your partner and sleep outdoors, with nothing else but whats in your
pockets. Or go trail running in the wilderness.

That was
intensely bad /
good/ whatever

That was f@#king
bad / good /
whatever

Poetic Justice for Victims against the Exponents of Toxic Masculinity, with charges brought against their “King”, Andrew Tate, who is called
to answer by our Chorus. Verses I & II
Pledge: Health, Reason, and Virtue. Renounce: drunkenness, hazing, and misogyny
your-life-matters#womens-lives-matter

https://medium.com/@jaredscribe/poetic-justice-for-the-victims-and-exponents-of-toxic-masculinity-c-o-their-king-andrew-tate-f1beee9a8a52
https://medium.com/@jaredscribe/poetic-justice-for-the-victims-and-exponents-of-toxic-masculinity-c-o-their-king-andrew-tate-f1beee9a8a52
https://www.change.org/p/pledge-health-reason-and-virtue-renounce-drunkenness-hazing-and-misogyny
https://bastardslivesmatter.org/your-life-matters#womens-lives-matter
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your-life-matters#bastards-lives-matter
Open Letter to Men and Boys: Practice Anti-Misogyny

Back to top

https://bastardslivesmatter.org/your-life-matters#bastards-lives-matter
https://bastardslivesmatter.org/anti-misogyny
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From: Jillian Nelson
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Approve the CBPA Report As Is!
Date: Friday, November 10, 2023 12:54:15 PM

This is another citizen’s earnest plea to honor the hard work initiated by 82% voter approval
and APPROVE the CBPA REPORT AS SUBMITTED!

Thank you,

Respectfully, Jillian Nelson 

mailto:jilliankaenelson@gmail.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


From: Alex O"Connor
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Leave PAC as is!
Date: Friday, November 10, 2023 8:23:00 PM

To Mayor Wheeler and City Counsel members,

We deliberately voted for the creation of the Portland Accountability Commission in 2020 and it was a bright spot
of hope that needs to be continued. They have MUCH work left to do and it needs all of its parts. Please keep the
PAC as is and continue to hold our police force accountable to all Portlanders.

Thank you,
Alexandra O’Connor

mailto:amoconnor38@gmail.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


From: Sam W
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Police Accountability Commission
Date: Saturday, November 11, 2023 8:21:27 AM

My name is Sam Wardwell and I live in 97202. I'm calling on Mayor Wheeler and the city
council to approve the community board for police accountability report as is and not wait
another minute to establish the community police oversight that we desperately need. We
voted for this and we demand that it is implemented now. Thank you.

​Sam Wardwell
Pronouns: they/them
I acknowledge the Traditional Stewards of the land I work on as the first people
of this country.   ​

Sent from Proton Mail mobile

mailto:sam.wardwell96@proton.me
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


From: Valerie Fabiano
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Police Accountability
Date: Saturday, November 11, 2023 8:37:20 AM

Hello,

My name is Valerie and I live in Portland/97221. I'm calling on Mayor Wheeler and the city
council to approve the community board for police accountability report as is and not wait
another minute to establish the community police oversight that we desperately need. We
voted for this and we demand that it is implemented now. 

Thank you.

mailto:valeriefabiano13@gmail.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


From: Dylan Schultz
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Police board
Date: Saturday, November 11, 2023 11:22:51 AM

To whom it may concern,

My name is Dylan Schultz and I live in zip code 97216. I’m calling on Mayor Wheeler and the
city council to approve the Police Accountability Commission's proposal for a community
board, as is, and not wait to establish the community police oversight that we desperately
need. We voted for this overwhelmingly in measure 27-217, with 82% approval, and we
demand that it is implemented now, without scaling back the contents of the proposal.

Thanks,
Dylan Schultz

mailto:dylanfschultz@gmail.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


From: Mali Fischer
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Approve Police Oversight Board As-Is
Date: Saturday, November 11, 2023 11:23:34 AM

My name is Mali and my zip code is 97216. I’m calling on Mayor Wheeler and the city
council to approve the community board for police accountability report as-is and not wait
another minute to establish the community police oversight that we desperately need. The
measure was intended to keep police from investigating themselves and give members of
marginalized communities – including those who have experienced over-policing or police
misconduct – a voice. The proposed changes do not support this. We voted for this
overwhelmingly, with 82% approval, and we demand that it is implemented now.  

Thank you

Mali Fischer-Levine

mailto:mfischer.levine@gmail.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


From: Mark Darienzo
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Measure 26-217 Community Board for Police Accountability
Date: Saturday, November 11, 2023 6:39:09 PM

Dear City Council

Please approve the Community Board for Police Accountability report as is and do not make any changes.  82% of
the voters supported the measure and if changes are made it will go against the will of the voters.

Thank you

Mark Darienzo
Portland 97213

mailto:markdari@pacifier.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


From: Mandy Allen
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Police accountability oversight board
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 8:03:46 AM

I'm calling on Mayor Wheeler and the city council to approve the community board for police
accountability report as is and not wait another minute to establish the community police oversight that
we desperately need. We voted for this and we demand that it is implemented now. Thank you."

-- 
Mandy Allen
5855 NE 33rd Ave
Portland, OR 97211

503-281-7820

mailto:anodizer@gmail.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


From: Angela Todd
To: Council Clerk
Subject: Angela Todd testimony for PAC Today - i was cut off
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:09:02 PM

As our city is experiencing record crime I have some significant concerns about how the
police accountability commission will further impact policing in the city of Portland.

First, the original PAC commissioners were not selected for diversity of thought.  I attended
meetings, listened to viewpoints and looked up information of each commissioner and found
that only a certain type of perspective and opinions of police were selected.  This “LENSE”
didn’t allow the committee to naturally regulate one another with various experiences when
making a group recommendation. 

In one early meeting I asked if the commission would consider police ride alongs to further
inform their recommendations.  Not only had that never occurred to any of the commissioners
that evening, but as an example, one commissioner scouffed she would NEVER do a ride
along.  I want to thank you for changing the PAC language to make a-ride-along a 
requirement.

I have been on a ride along and I was aghast at the criminal behavior officers are ignoring not
just due to staffing, but also because they are being afraid being disciplined or worse, accused
of bias, or racism.  While I can appreciate it is a good thing for an officer to be conscious of
his/her actions, delaying reacting or staying hands off in policing speaks for itself in our
community at present.  Our police are being dismantled by a thousand cuts and our
communities public safety is the result.

Today we talked today about the purpose of the charter. What we have not talked about is
what the commission is not for.  The PAC should not be run by people who simply think all
cops are bastards, it is not for purchasing a private police force for the commission, or giving
the commission special privileges not available to the general public, and finally it is not a
vehicle to funnel money to people the commission likes for “consulting”.  I reviewed public
records requests of accounting of the PAC, and the consulting fees per month were mouth
dropping.

On that topic, It is my belief citizens don’t understand the PAC as written allocated a
whopping 5% of the annual police budget, or approx. $13 million a year.  It is also my belief
that citizens don’t know the biased selection process the city has allowed or neglected to
ensure was fair for everyone. 

I would like to ask you to consider bringing details of the PAC back to Portland voters, who I
believe in 2020 were emotionally persuaded and we can see drastic impacts of this social
experiment. I am confident didn’t understand the charter.  And if you proceed with this charter
as written and recommended, I request you amend the PAC to allow with some parameters
members with relatives who are police officers, and you ensure diversity of thought among
commissioners. 

Thank you,
Angela Todd
PDX Real

mailto:angela@angelatoddstudios.com
mailto:councilclerk@portlandoregon.gov


 
 
 

Revitalizing the Portland-metro region as a welcoming and vibrant community for residents, visitors, and businesses by supporting public policies and 
collaborative efforts to address the challenges of public safety, homelessness, livability, and economic vitality. 

11/15/23 Mee�ng of the Portland City Council 
Tes�mony from Erik Cole, Revitalize Portland Coali�on 
Topic: Item 964 DOJ Setlement Resolu�on 

Mayor Wheeler and City Commissioners, 

My name is Erik Cole and I represent the Revitalize Portland Coali�on. RPC is the voice of the commercial real 
estate industry in the Portland region. Thank you for the opportunity to address you once again. I was present to 
tes�fy in person, but to help speed up your vote (and preserve your quorum, I opted to submit writen 
tes�mony. 

Our members are Portlanders commited to a Portland where everyone can thrive. We are working hard to see 
downtown Portland turnaround the trend of vacant offices and empty storefronts.    

We appreciate this opportunity to make our comments and feedback known and will con�nue to offer input over 
the next 30 days.  

We support the steps you are taking in our recovery such as the Downtown Business Incen�ve Credit Program, 

the emergency ordinance banning of the use of hard drugs such as fentanyl, heroin and methamphetamine on 
public property, and the collabora�ve Advance Portland Plan.  

RPC recently held a listening session with our members for the Governor’s Downtown Task Force.  The topic was 
“downtown’s value proposition” and what kind of a future we see for the area.  We had over 60 members who 
joined and participated.  

When asked about what downtown Portland should ASPIRE to be our members were in near unison.  Instead of 
grand, flashy new projects, the answers were as follows:   
 
“Safe” 
 
“Clean & safe” 
 
“Safe. The biggest issue for our staff and tenants....is that they don’t feel safe.”    
 
“We continue to not deliver on the basics. To me, those are cleanliness, safety, the desire to want to be in that 
environment....and getting those right will breed new ideas which will be transformative and take us to the next 
steps” 
 
“Liveable and clean...and people wanted to be here just because we did the basics well.” 
 
“Inviting...a place where you would look forward to going.” 
 
“A positive, safe and vibrant place to enjoy work, business, culture, shopping and food experiences.”  
 



 
 

 

 
pg. 2 

To summarize, our members said that first and foremost, Portland should again be “the city that works”.    That 
our leaders should get the basics done right....and ensuring a safe public environment is cri�cal to that. 
 
Highligh�ng the need for URGENT ac�on on public safety, here’s one more quote: 
 
“We will lease it if they clean it up and make it safe! Retail having to lock up every little thing because of the 
theft isn't going to help bring back retail.” 
 
Part of being the city that works is a func�oning – and accountable – public safety system.   We encourage you to 
approve this version of the amendments to the Portland City Code to implement an oversight system to 
inves�gate and make disciplinary decisions for the PPB’s sworn employees and supervisors.  This significantly 

improves upon the previous proposal from the Public Accountability Commission (PAC) and addresses the cri�cal 
issue of accountability, but also includes clear guidelines, guardrails, and direc�on for how the process will 

operate.  It provides a process for an unbiased review of misconduct by sworn employees of PPB and 
supervisors.   

The amendment includes checks and balances to minimize bias and conflicts of interest. It includes certain 

procedures that ensure that the inves�ga�on and any suggested discipline are fair and work within PPB’s current 

rules and procedures.  These include strict �melines for inves�ga�ons, clear defini�ons regarding jurisdic�onal 

ques�ons, and procedural rules for both the Oversight system and PPB to adhere to ensure a fair system of 

review of possible misconduct and possible discipline. 

To help those who need it most, to curb this terrible fentanyl epidemic, and to make our city streets clean and 
safe once again, we need to think big and act swiftly.  While neither these amendments nor the original PAC 
proposal may be perfect, urgency requires ac�on, so we encourage you to move forward on this mater. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity and your continued public service to our community. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 







Portland City Council Meeting - Wednesday, November 15, 2023 2:00 p.m.

Agenda Item First Name Last Name
964-1 Dan Handelman Portland Copwatch
964-2 Philip Chachka
964-3 Marc Poris Portland Copwatch
964-4 Tim Pitts
964-5 Kevin Guinn
964-6 Angie Tomlinson
964-7 Brian Owendoff
964-8 Kristin Olson
964-9 Carolyn Buppert

964-10 Charlie Michelle-Westley
964-11 Kimiko Matsuda
964-12 Debbie Aiona
964-13 Brittany Van Der Salm
964-14 Angela Todd
964-15 Evelyn Macpherson
964-16 Meg Robinson
964-17 Theresa Griffin Kennedy
964-18 James Ofsink
964-19 Kenneth Lewis
964-20 Dr. LeRoy Haynes, Jr.
964-21 Seemab Hussaini
964-22 Loretta Guzman
964-23 Katherine McDowell
964-24 Je Amaechi
964-25 Reid Parham
964-26 Sandy Chung
964-27 Tiana Tozer
964-28 Amy Wood
964-29 Jason Kafoury
964-30 Jose Cienfuegos
964-31 Richard Perkins
964-32 Terrence Hayes
964-33 Richard Cheverton
964-34 patrick patterson
964-35 Rev. Dr. W.  Mark Knutson
964-36 Babs Vanelli
964-37 Tim Larson
964-38 Faythe Aiken



964-39 Meredith Mathis
964-40 Sophia Glenn
964-41 Lovisa Lloyd
964-42 Olivia Wohrle
964-43 Orson Anderson
964-44 Christy McMurtry
964-45 Francesca Berrini
964-46 Sanga Mkbaklene 
964-47 john jackson
964-48 Steve Herring 
964-49 Jordan Lewis
964-50 John H
964-51 Kirk Foster
964-52 Wiley Barnett
964-53 Remember Watts
964-54 Joe Rowe
964-55 Robert Erickson
964-56 Heather Ryan
964-57 Jared Essig




