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Damien Hall 

Damien Hall brings legal expertise in land use, urban planning, and real estate 
development, as well as extensive civic involvement to the Board of Commissioners. He 
is an attorney at Ball Janik LLP, where he has helped both property owners and 
governments navigate land use requirements and work collaboratively to establish 
common objectives. He is a member of the Portland Development Commission’s Central 
City Budget Advisory Committee and serves on the board of non-profit Portland 
Community Reinvestment Initiatives, Inc. Previously, he chaired PDC’s Urban Renewal 
Advisory Committee for the Oregon Convention Center area and participated in the 
development agency’s Advisory Committee for Economic Development in N/NE Portland. 
He received his degree at law from Lewis and Clark College and has a Bachelor’s 
Degree in public policy, planning, and management from the University of Southern 
California. 

Statement of interest: 

Quality, stable housing is the foundation that allows people to break the cycle of 
generational poverty.  I’m excited to help guide our community’s largest provider of 
affordable housing in its work to provide people with that opportunity. 

 

Matthew Gephardt 

Matthew Gebhart is an Assistant Professor at Portland State University. He has spent the 
last fifteen+ years studying housing authorities, and recently worked with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development on the Choice Neighborhood Initiative. 
Matthew holds one of the City of Portland’s seats on the Home Forward Board of 
Commissioners. He received his MA in Urban and Regional Planning from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and earned a PhD in Urban Planning from Columbia 
University. 

Statement of Interest: 

I strongly believe that safe, stable, and affordable housing is vital for health and well-
being. I am excited to help Home Forward sustain their current portfolio while continuing 
to develop new housing for people experiencing poverty across our community. 

 

Jenny Kim 

Jenny Kim holds one of the two Multnomah County seats on the Board of Commissioners 
and brings more than 20 years of board experience from organizations like the National 
Korean American Coalition, Portland Montessori School, and American Cancer Society. 
She graduated from the University of California with a degree in Microbiology and 



Molecular Genetics. Jenny has a proven track record of helping organizations grow and 
meet new challenges and she has been a dedicated leader in our community for many 
years. 

Statement of Interest: 

I look forward to a time when everyone in our community has a safe, stable and 
affordable place to call home. Serving on this board is an amazing opportunity to listen to 
the people we serve and to work with my colleagues to equitably deliver the housing, 
programs, and services they need. 

 

TomiRene Hettman 

TomiRene Hettman holds one of the five City of Portland seats on the Board of 
Commissioners as Home Forward’s Resident Commissioner. Hettman has been a 
resident at Hollywood East Apartments since 2009. She brings her personal experiences 
and history of recurring homelessness to this position. She has served on Home 
Forward’s Resident Advisory Committee and has an impressive list of volunteer 
experiences, not only within her Home Forward community, but including the Hollywood 
Farmer’s Market, Lean on Me Program, Humane Society, and as a housing advocate 
serving on congressional roundtables. 

Statement of Interest: 

I joined the Home Forward board as my way to show my appreciation for housing, which 
has helped to save my life. I am deeply committed to Home Forward’s mission and I want 
to do all that I can to help the agency fulfill this mission. I feel that, because of my own 
personal experiences and my long commitment to helping to build support in and around 
my own community, I am able to give a voice to the disenfranchised. 


