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CONTROLLING CONCEPT

AIMS
I

i at this design are

1o make an exemplars \mencan urban public place. a model of cnility tor the new urban

ade. As such. this design could be the
First matertalization o a building tpe that can be seen as today s equnalent of the “cathedral-
ats hall-market place” of the medieval ity This butlding 1ype i hybrid in nature because it
results trom the blending of varous ditterent building 1 pes. 1t contaims clements of the urban
Green Hie (o1 the hind meant Lo be tor the enjovable display and notust or the cultivation of
plants). ot the treade with shops. of the Zabm Court (with its natural complements, the res

Consitiness that marks the developments of the last ded

nd ot the £ hbition Hall, consequently. 1o identity this hulding with any
e ot these Tabels inevitably imposerishes the image and potential of the bulding. which i all
that. plus something ehe T R0t we ink. 100 presumptuous (o asume |

perhaps in years
T come this 1y pe will be reterred s the "Portland sersion of the ity square”™

Weteel i
IMPOTLANE 10 expham These Ientions of ours clearly 107 11 i o strong conviction that the atti-
tude from which this proiect is horne is progressive (optimistic and forward looking since it
provides something new o the community. and in so doing it contributes a dillerent was of
shing with public places 10 Americ

NS

) vet traduional (hecase 1t uses

W reinterprets bits and
one’s memonies and images of public places) and is. as such, much in accordance

P
with Portland™s history. spint and cultural identity

2 Ho create a public place. complete and neh 1n asociations with evocative power. a place

characterized by
Flexibihn o place which can accommodate many uses today and. as well. accept future
physical changes that will naturally oceur i a number of vears without it losing it essence
and distinctiveness: the histony of urban design teaches that good places are the result of the
respectiul aggregation of pieces and minor changes over time. which do not. however. change
their ewential teatures

Legihilis - place whose me,

ings or content are understoud by all, because it speaks a fine
\erson of 4 common language 4 place that clearly conveys the ambience that a variety of
public functions requires as backdrop or decor for their proper performance: in other words.
a place that works well symbohically as well as functionally

Durabilin s ph

produced beyond the misadsentures of fashion and private idioms. a
permanent. somehow timeless place. calm and aesthetically enduring.

3 Torespect and enhance the phsical and ssmbolic features of the site

THE SITE
There are some very strong features of the physical context with which we have worked:
1 The regular. orthogonal. small size square grid of downtown Portland,

2 The “room-ike” ¢

guration of the

s condition of “void™ shaped by the constant high
walls around 1t

¥ The object-iike. classical nature of the Pioneer Courthouse. its frontality and most
importantly ity axiahty, which visually bisects the site

& The topography
There are who some tacts from the past of the site that have “influenced™ our work: images of the.
akd Sehool House and of the Grand Hotel that occupied the site later — both important civie

structures. both classical. both, in a way. monuments to the community life and cultural contin-
uity ot Portland

TEXT & DIAGRAMNS
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THE STRATEGY AND ITS RESULTS

In order 10 respect and enhance the physical and symbolic features mentioned above out con
cept develops strictly within the orthogonal gnd of the city divided mto 3103 30 sguates whict
tablished by the dimensions and the location o the Pioncer Courthuuse within its block
4 single move the concept succeeds 1 strengthening the prosence of the courthoise by

are

acknowledging ity frontahty and responds to the smphations of s v by placinig at the
opposite end of the square i b
building. the Palm Court. is Ieatured with a central gatewas which isopenand i i st

Iding which balances it position within the whole

tectural rapport with the Courthouse acrons the way. thus removing the gualits of “imdifierence
which seems to donninate the Br

dway front of the Nordstiam Department Store By placing
the Palm Court as fa

ay as possible trom the Courthouse. three g

much square footage as possible

located tothe squate proper. econd. the building alignment

along Broadway s completed. which greathy enhances the ur

4018 o his Mot STt (At

hile traffic will view the square fr s sttt of the Palm Court
e Palim Co

allows for an experientiatly enfarged square with the Pronect Courthouse ceatly a part o it

m the comners. through the

and through the central passag

1 the squarer. and third. such a location |

1o remforce the appropriation of this space. tour high thagpoles. together with scarch lights at

1x of this“enlarged™ square which i then to be inhabited by
a pair of major abiects. the Courthor

< and the Greenhouse. both shating common grinds
one mstitutional, the other estive. one opagus

he ather transparent. one in g
ghass. As a result of these choices. Pioncer Square will then be perei ed etfectively as by
cent to the Fifth Ave
scale besides bene alfacilities of thearea 1o the entie dow
this way. the success of the already built mall wil be turther guarantecd

e the ather in

ae mall, an ettect which will vield «fariry of oreanszation and e

vy ol

10 the comme ownatea T

nd Portland. . city

alicady graced with numerous parks. public gardens and tountains will e s unigue

square

The principle clements of our design. in essence. are three the Square. the Greenhouse and
variety of minor pieces

The square itselt s a floor. the public arena. the urban carpet. stage n tsell and also the seat
ing from which 1o view anather possible stage formed by the grand Landing of the passage lrom
Broadway to the square: this floar could b a dance floor. for high schoal pertormances or for by
far more intimate moments on warm nights: the floor s playing field. 1 re
the cafe  its tables. umbrellas and garden chair 1t is the necessany neutral tiekd for the
assemblage of open air exhibits. arts and crafts fair and flea markets. lunch-ime or Satus
night concerts. sunbathing or an afternoon stroll. Because it will be unigue as  space and the
spot for special events in the midst of the lfe of the Downtown area 1t will indeed b consts
busy and will serve as a point of attraction for the peaple of Portland. (1o taciltate a variety of
functions. convenient storage for the square’s occasional turnishings have been provided )

The building is an open “palace™ with multiple doors — at the lower and upper levels in the
conterand at the ends — everyone can pass through walking as if n

s theonerflow of

nong the foliage of
the trees within, ike in a tree house. or to buy passage through controlled entrances tor the view
ing of special exhibitions at the upper level while always at the same tme with a view of the
square below and bevond. 1t is a gencrous building its peripheral arcades otfer retuge fron the
rain or the sun and balconies and benches overlooking the square. it offers 1o the passerby ity
farever green interior. like a delicate cellophane hox of flowers. fike a gt from the it ot an

sens: from the square.

 night, with its protective awnings up high drawn closed. it will glow like
ac

nival tent: from the square at might. ready for a concert. its edges ined with bright sellow
theater lights it will be fike an abstract glaws cagle perched high on the square— Atagain
level, the building will contain a restaurant and a tea room. both with cqually special views of the
square. and shops that will perpetuate and nourish the market-place characteristies of the arca
A special building. indeed. that encourages access to it and through it to the square.  buikding
continuously involved with community affairs. the city s lobby . a reliable and triendly meetin
place and surely a major pole of attraction for the city

The smaller pieces, sometimes holding a complimentary position With respect o the floor and
the building. sometimes holding a life all of their own are. the fountaim garcho. with its benches
and pergola laced with roses and wistaria. the covered shelier at the opposite comer. with the
general information booth and access tostorage areas for hoth the sguare and the restaurant. the
promenade overlooking Yamhill St and the square below. with its rows of planters. benches and
cypress trees. leading to the gazebo on top of the retuge. a privikeged behvedere overlooking the
square. the rosc gardens along Morrison leading toward the square. the cliptical steps descend
ing into the building at the corner of Broadway and Mornson. a casual the
perhaps not so

These three hasic elements of our design and particularly ther interrelations allow 1o some

wther

forcasual o

performances. and a few more 1o be found by ones imagimation

thing we have already mentioned in the first paragraph and that we consider of the greatest
importance: the varieny of scales and the flexibulity: of uses today and ton futare hanges The
following set of graphics will illustrate these pomnts. we hope. cle

Essentially. then. the square i of a double nature
ceremonial

private and public. quotidian and

which are gencrated by the overlapping of a cvicavi.  lincar sy mmets

reassuringly monumental (hecause every proud communiy requites and deseres monun

and private path, non linear and as mmetncal. dehicate and almost domestic i scale. mds
vidual vet belonging 1o everyone. a collection of a variety of focal points

Al of this together should in all certaimty provide a memorable place. tor Portiand st o
phot
othe

aph. where tourits gather. browse and disperse to other poits of the Gt place for

ex 1o emulate. @ well tatlored. proper place for Portlanders 1 enion

BOARD TWO
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CONTROLLING CONCEPT

AIMS

i ot this design are

I 1o make an exemplars Amencan urhan public place. a model of civility for the new urban
somsciousiens that marks the deselopments of the last decade. As such, this design could be the
Hst materialization of s building 1 pe that can be seen as today s equivakent of the “cathedral-
<ty hall-market place™ ot the medieval ity This building tspe s hybrid in nature because it

results from the blending of various ditferent building 1y pes: it contains clements of the urban
Green House (ot the kind meant o be tor the enjoyable display and not just for the cultivation of
phants) of the reade with shops. of the Palm Court (with its natural complements. the res-
taurant and the cate). and of the £ ibation Hall: consequently. 1o wenufs this uilding with any
e o these labels inevitably imposerishes the image and potential of the bulding. which i all
that. phas samething che. 111 not we think. 100 presumptuous o ssume that perhiaps in years
o come this 1y pe will be referred 1o as the *Por
important to explan these

and version of the city square™ - We fecl it is
tentions of ours clearly for it s our stror

: conviction that the atti-

|0

POTENTIAL TRANSIT DEVELOPMEN

POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT

THE STRATEGY AND ITS RESULTS

I order o respect and enhance the physical and sy mbolic features mentioned ahose ot oo
cept develops sinictly within the orthogonal gnd of the cits disded into 30° L3 sguares which
arc established by the dimensions and the location of the Proneer Courthuuse within its block 1

a single move the concept suceceds n strenghemng the presence of the courthoue by
acknowledging its frontality and responds 1o the 1mpl

ons o ity anis by placing at the
opposite end of the squarce a building which balances its position within the whole of the sitc. this
building. the Palm Court.is teatured with a central gatewins which isopen and is in strong atch
tectural rapport with the Courthouse across the way. thus remos ing the gualin of “mditicrence
whi

h scems 1o dominate the Braadway front of the Nordstrom Departient Store B placing
the Palm Court i far away s possible from the Courthouse. thice goals are achieved 1 as

much square footage as possible i allocated 1o the squ

€ proper: second. the building alignr
along Broadway i completed. which greathy enhances the urbanity of this o
bile tratfic will view the square from the corners, the
and throu

At Cattonio

h the elass strascture of the Palm Court

b the central passage

the squarey. and third. such a focation for the Palm Count

allows for an expenentially enlarged square with the Pioncer Counthouse clearhy a part of 1

tude trom which this proiect is borne s progreswive (optimstic and forward looking singe it Al b Besait Zones sl SW Hromheay Arcu Extension SubeolAfvad i Lightrall Shiiers il i i
provides something new 1or the community. and in so doing it contributes a ditferent way of
dealing with public places n America) yet raditional (because it uses and reinterprets bits and
preces of evervone’s memories and images of public places) and is. s such. much in accordance
with Portland’s histors. spint and cultural identity

wr high flagpoles. together with search ights at
spectal event, are placed at the corners of this "enlanged”squiate which is then to b ihibited by
' a pair of major objects. the Courthouse and the Greenhouse. hoth shating common grounds
| stitutional, the oth

festive, onc opague the other transparent. one i granite. the other

Lt JI

cent 1o the Filth Avenue mall. an ettect which will vield carins of oreamzaron and cencronin
this way. the succes of the alreads built mall il be further guaranteed and Portland. o it
alrcady graced wi

2 To ereate a public place, complete and nich in assocations with evocative power. a place |
characterized by

Hlesibiiny. 4 place which can accommodate many uses today and. as well, accept future

numerous parks. public gardens and fountams will have it uniguic 1

physical changes that will naturally oceur in 4 number of vears without it losing its essence
and distinctiveness, the history of urban design teaches that good places are the result of the
respectiul aggregation of preces and minor changes over time. which do not. however. change
their ewential features,

Legthiliny a place whose meanings o content are understood by all. because it speaks a fine
version of 4 common language 4 place that clearly conveys the ambience that a variety of
public functions requires as hackdrop or decor for their proper performance: in other words.
a place that works well symbolically as well as functionally

Durabiity: a plac

produced beyond the misadventures of fashion and private idioms. a
permanent. somehow imeless place. calm and acsthetically enduring

square

The principle clements of our design. in essence. are three the Square. the Greenhouse and o
variety of minor pieces.

The square itsclf is a floor. the public arena. the urban carpet.a stage 1n stsclt and b the seat-
ing from which 1o view another possible stage formed by the grand landing
Broadway to the square: this floor could be a dance floor. for high school per
far more intimate moments on warm nights: the floor isa playing ficld: it recenes the overflow of
the cate ity tables. umbrcllas and garden chain it s the necessany neutral fickd tor the
assemblage of open air exhibits. arts and crafts fairs and fica markets. lunch-tme or Saturday
night concerts. sunbathing or an afternoon stroll. Because it will be unigue i a space and the
spot for special events in the midst of the lite of the Downtown arca it will indeed be constantly

o the passage from

rmances or or by

3 To respect and enhance the physical and symbolic features of the site. L busy and will serve as a point of attraction for the peaple of Portland (To facilitate a varets of
PUBLKC GATHERINGS THE ENLARGED SQUARE functions. convenient storage for the square’ occasional turnishings have been prosided |

THE SITE Concents: Theater: Danc Cavwmenial Scale: Paradesi Pestivelst Proccssions The building is an open “palace™ with multiple doors — at the lower and upper lesel. in the
) - center and at the ends — evervonc can pass through walking as if in mid-air among the foliage

There are some very strong features of the physical context with which we have worked: [ i ) | » 1 the trees within, like in a tree house. or 10 buy passage through contralled entrances for the view

11 The regular. orthogonal, small size square grid of downtown Portland. ing of special exhibitions at the upper level while ahways at the same tme with a view of the

square below and beyond. 10 is a generous building. its peripheral arcades offer refuge from the
rain or the sun and balconics and benches overlooking the squar: it offers 1o the passerby ity
forever green interior, like a delicate cellophanc bo of flowers. like a it from the cits o s cite

The “room-hke™ configuration of the ste. ts condition of “void™ shaped by the constant high
walls around it

b The abiectlike. classical nature of the Pioncer Courthouse, its frontality and most
importantly ity axiality. which viually biseets the site.

4 The wpography

Fhere arc also some lcts trom the past of the site that have “influenced™ our work: images of the

7ens: from the squarc., at night, with its protective awnings up high drawn closed. it will glow hike
a carnival tent: from the squarc at night. ready for a concert. its edges lined with bright vellow
theater lights it will be like an abstract glass cagle perched high on the square — Atagain another
level. the building will contain a restaurant and a tea room. both with equally special views of the
square. and shops that will perpetuate and nourish the market-place characteristics of the are

ol School House and o the Grand Hotel that occupied the site later — both important civic
structures, hoth classical. both. in @ way.. monuments to the community fife and cultural contin-

A special building. indeed. that encourages access 1o 1t and thro
continuously involved with community aflairs, the

g 1t 10 the square. & husldy
1 lobby. 4 reliable and triendly mectn
place and surely a major pole of attraction for the ity

The smaller picces. sometimes holding a complimentary position with respect 1o the floor and
the building. sometimes holding a lifc all of their own are: the fountain gazcho. with its henches
and pergola laced with roses and wistaria. the covered shelier at the apposite corner. with the
general information booth and access to storage areas for both the square and the restaurant. the
promenade overlooking Yamhill St and the square below. with its rows of planter. benches and

ity of Portland

i, i cypress trees. leading to the gazebo on top of the refuge. a privileged belvedere overlooking the
COMMERCIAL USE AND EXHIBITION ARFAS PERMIEABILITY square; the rose gardens along Morrison leading toward the square. the elliptical steps descend.
Morkers: Artsand Crafts: Fairs Yo . — ing into the building at the corner of Broadway and Morrison, a casual theater for casual — or
1 crhaps not so rformances, and a few more to be found by one’s imagination
Iy I r " 1) e y i e e : s
These three basic clements of our design and particularly their mterrelations allow for some

thing we have already mentioned in the first paragraph and that we convider of the greatest
importance: the variets of scales and the flexibilinn of wes foday and ton future hamees The

i following set of graphics will lustrate these points. we hope. clearh
Essentially. then, the square i of & double nature  private and public. quotidian and

ceremonial - which are generated by the overlapping of a civicani,  lincar s moetical
. . reassuringly monumental (because every proud communits requires and desery s monuments)
B and private paths. non finear and asymmetncal. delicate and almost domestic i scale. imds
| vidual vt belonging 1o everyone. a collection of a aricty of focal points

] 37 Al of this together should in all certainty provide a memorable place. for Portland s isitors 1o
pyore [ photograph. where tourists gather. browse and disperse to other pomts of the Gt s place for

| k'l i other cities 10 emulate, a well tailored. proper place tor Portlanders to enjoy

LI
'
COMMERCINL USE AND EXHIBITION ARFAS PERMEABITTY

Mkt Artsand Cratts Fair
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